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The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8:57.
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IN TIMES OF TRIBULATION

(Wisconsin Synod German Hymnal 543:
Herr, der du vormals hast)

Thy grace looked down in ages past
Upon a captive nation,

And Thou didst send release at last
In mercy and compassion.

O Lord, Thy boundless Father-love
The guilt of sinners could remove,
And grant them free forgiveness.

Oft we perceived Thy zealous wrath
Pass on, that well would rend us,
And in the calm, sweet aftermath
Thy kindness would befriend us.

O Heart of Love, our Help art Thou!
Haste to remove the burden now
That grieves us, and oppresses.

Into the fountain of Thy grace

Let fall Thy indignation.

Restore our joy, our guilt erase,
Grant us Thy consolation.

Wilt Thou be wrathful evermore?
And shall Thy floods of anger pour
Upon us without ceasing?

Dear Father, wilt Thou not again
Give us the balm we treasure?

And shall Thy Light no more remain
To give us holy pleasure?

O grant us grace from Heav'n above!
Pour down the blessings of Thy love
Upon our habitations.

O that we could but hear again

The Word of comfort swelling;—

That peace o’er all the earth should reign
Where Christians make their dwelling!
Remove, we pray, the scourge of war;
Let cruel weapons slay no more,

And end our tribulation.

If but these evil times would end

And better days delight us!

Great is the grief our hearts doth rend,
Fain would despair affright us!

But still Thy help is nigh at hand;
Thy grace doth ever firmly stand

For all who love and fear Thee.

With pious hearts we plead release;
We know that Thou wilt hear us.
Thou canst bid war and tumult cease.
If Thou abidest near us

Qur land Thine honor shall declare,
Make known Thy glory everywhere
And evermore adore Thee.

Then love and faithfulness shall meet
Saluting one another,

And righteousness and peace shall greet
And fondly kiss each other.

True loyalty shall bloom with joy,

And holiness without alloy

Shall shed its beams from Heaven.

Abundant riches Thou wilt give;
The land its fruits shall render,

And they who of its bounty live
Shall praise Thee, gracious Sender.
Thy righteousness shall stand secure,
In fulness function and endure

To praise Thy Name immortal.

Translated from the German. Anna Hoppe.

“THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME”

An Exposition of the Lord’s Supper Suggested by the
recent Eucharistic Congress

! (Continued)
The Benefits of the Lord’s Supper

Now, what purpose does the Lord’s Supper serve?
What benefits and profit do we derive from it? By
receiving the body and blood of Christ in the sacra-
ment, we appropriate to ourselves Christ’s blessings —
the forgiveness of sins, righteousness, and salvation.
Jesus Himself, in the words of institution, issues the
gracious promise and assurance: “Given and shed for
you for the remission of sins.” This promise ¢learly
defines the purpose of the Lord’s Supper and the
benefits to be derived from its reception. It assures
us that in the sacrament the forgiveness of sins, life,
and salvation are given us through these words: “for
where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life
and salvation.” When we receive the Lord’s Supper
and hear Jesus’ words: “Given and shed for you for
the remission of sins,” each communicant has the full
assurance that his sins are forgiven, because Jesus died
for him.

Verily, there can be no greater gift and blessing
than the forgiveness of sins! Sin is the one obstacle
between man and heaven, the barrier placed before the
gate of Paradise by our first parents in Eden, shutting
off all access to God. 1If sin is forgiven, life and salva-
tion are sure. Our happiness in this life, our hope in
the hour of death, and our salvation in the world to
come, all depend on the forgiveness of sins. The
Lord’s Supper positively assures us of the efficacy of
the bitter sufferings and death with which our Savior
purchased and won our redemption on the cross.

65 N Ridge.
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Truly, here is just that which we weak helpless mor-
tals need for the strengthening of our feeble faith! It
is not without meaning that the pastor, as he gives you
the body and blood of the Savior, says: “This strength-
en and preserve you in the true faith unto everlasting
life.” And being thus assured of God’s merciful re-
mission of your sins, you will be the more ready freely
and gladly to forgive those who trespass against you.

There is no doctrine more comforting to the true
Christian than that of the Savior’s presence with him.
And nowhere is He more eminently present than when
His people are gathered around the table in the com-
munion of His body and blood for the forgiveness of
their sins and the strengthening of their faith.

The Reception of the Lord’s Supper
Worthy reception presupposes true preparation.
St. Paul says, touching this point: “Leta man examine
himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of
that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discern-
ing the Lord’s body.” 1 Cor. 11:28-29.

Bodily Preparation

The apostle urges all communicants to examine
themselves before they partake of the Lord’s Supper.
What does this mean? Some people abstain from all
food on the day they appear at the Lord’s Table until
they have received the elements. Fasting and bO('iily
preparation is a fine outward custom and discipline.
But it is not essential, not imperative. In the Church
of Rome it is law. Before a Roman Catholic may com-
mune he must observe certain rules of fasting and
bodily preparation. When people obey such man-
made laws in a servile way, hoping thereby to merit
God’s special grace and favor, they do wrong. We
want no such laws, for the Truth has made us free.
But it is not wrong, if you think such outward prepara-
tion will be helpful to your devotion. However, if
you attach to it the least thought of merit, you bring
tremendous harm upon your soul.

For Sinners Only

Paul says, “Let a man examine himself.” He was
moved to this admonition by the abuse of the Holy
Supper by the Corinthian congregation. They had
come to regard the Supper as a sort of community love
feast or ceremony of fellowship, and disregarded its
true nature and value, as instituted by Christ. Paul
wants to say: “Don’t you know what the Lord’s Sup-
per is, what it is for, and how to regard it? It was
instituted for you. It is Christ’s own body and blood,
given and shed for you for the remission of sins.”
“For you”: for sinners. Does this apply to you, dear
reader? “Let a man examine himself.” You must
realize and feel that in God’s sight you are sinful, de-
praved, guilty, unworthy.

If you would properly realize this, study the Ten
Commandments; they will enable you to see what is

wrong with your heart and life. It would be well, be-
fore coming to the Lord’s Table, to put to yourself
these heart-searching questions: “Have I always
feared, loved, and trusted God above all things? Have
I never put myself, my family, my job, my friends, my
treasures, or my pleasures first? Have I never cursed,
sworn, practiced superstition, lied or deceived by His
holy name? Have I always called upon it in every
trouble, prayed, praised, and given thanks? Do I pray
at all? Have I always remembered the Sabbath Day
to keep it holy? Have I always loved the house of
God and entered it for worship, prayer, and faithful
hearing of His saving Word? Have I been a Martha,
too busy with earthly concerns and connections to
heed the presence of Christ in the gospel, too busy to
seek and lay hold of the “One Thing Needful?” Have
I always loved, honored, and esteemed my parents and
superiors? Have I always loved my neighbor as my-
self? never spoken to or treated him unkindly? al-
ways befriended and helped him in every time of need?
Have I never succumbed to the “lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life?” Have I
always been honest in my dealings with my fellow-
men? Has covetousness never found a place in my
heart?” Oh, if you will honestly face these reflec-
tions, you must acknowledge that you are wretched,
naked, blind, and cry with the publican: “God be mer-
ciful to me a sinner!”

The sacrament was instituted for sinners. Jesus
wants sinners to come to Him that they may hear
the assurance of pardon and peace; for He lovingly
said: “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and T will give you rest.”” Thus we must come:
not secure in our own goodness, merits, and deeds, but
downcast and oppressed in soul, crushed by the con-
sciousness of sin and unworthiness; not with un-
ruffled self-satisfaction, but with mortification and
self-reproach, offering nothing, resting on nothing, ex-
pecting nothing, but what God in His merciful good-
ness will give. At best we are very sinful beings,
much greater sinners than we know; and we must
We are poor
sinners all; without any claim whatever upon God’s
favor; and in that character we must come, if we would
be accepted. '

never for a moment think otherwise.

I do not come because my soul

Is free from sin, and pure, and whole,
And worthy of Thy grace;

I do not speak to Thee because

T’ve ever justly kept Thy laws,

And dare to meet Thy face.

I know that sin and guilt combine

To reign o’er every thought of mine,
And turn from good to ill;

I know that when I try to be
Upright, and just, and true to Thee,
I am a sinner still!
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but,
There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins,
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

For Believers Only

“This is My body, given for you; this is My blood,
shed for you.” Grace is held out to you in these
blessed words; pardon is offered you, unconditional
pardon for all your sins. Do not spurn this grace, but
accept it in faith, trusting the love and power of your
Maker and Redeemer who would save you from sin,
death, and hell. “For you”: for you who believe and
trust. That person who does not believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s Son and the world’s Savior, or who will
not accept the teaching of the Bible concerning the
sacrament, 1s unprepared and unworthy of the Holy
Supper. Some people believe in Christ, but are often
troubled with fears and doubts; their faith is weak.
This, however, does not make them unfit for Holy
Communion. They, above all, ought to come, to hear,
again and again, the blessed assurance of forgiveness
for the strengthening of their faith.

The Lord’s Supper requires faith, nothing less;
faith, that Jesus Christ is able to perform in you what
the words of institution promise. He gave His body
and shed His blood to redeem you. He offers you
His body and blood in the Holy Supper for the re-
mission of sins. “For you.” What a word of bound-
less love! Who would not believe, who would not
trust, who would not rejoice, who would not abide,
in this blessed word!

Lord, I believe in simple trust,
Strength in my weakness give me,

For I am naught but sinful dust,

Nor of Thy Word bereave me!

Thy Baptism, Supper, and Thy Word,
My consolation are, O Lord,

For they contain my treasure.

Am I truly worthy of receiving the blessed sacra-
ment? What an intensely personal question! And
it suggests several further questions.

Am I worthy, if I harbor in my heart enmity and
hatred for my neighbor? Christ speaks a significant
word here: “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath
aught against thee; leave there thy gift before the
altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy
brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” Matt.
5:23-24.  John says: “Whosoever hateth his brother is
a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eter-
nal life abiding in him.” “First be reconciled to thy
brother!”

Do T partake of the Holy Supper as a mere matter
of form or custom, entirely disregarding and neglect-
ing its spiritual power and blessings? Do I regard

the sacrament as a pretty ceremony, which it is well
to observe, at least once a year, to keep up appearances?

Do I come to the Lord’s Table in a trivial, thought-
less manner, more concerned about my clothes and
outward appearance than about the inward state of
the heart?

Do I regard the Lord’s Supper as a sort of charm
against sickness and death? Do I desire it when I am
ill as a preparation for a blessed end, or as a restorative
of health?

Do I go to church only when I go to Communion?
Can I come to the Holy Supper once a year and stay
away from God’s house the rest of the year, and pro-
fess to be a child of God? “He that'is of God heareth
God’s Words.” .

“Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
that bread, and drink ‘of that cup. For he that eateth
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damna-
tion to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body!”

Who does unworthy here appear,
Does not believe, nor is sincere,
Salvation here he cannot find:
May we this warning bear in mind.

Help us sincerely to believe

That we Thy mercy do receive,

And in Thy grace do find our rest,
Amen. He who believes is blest.

Karl F. Krauss.
(To be continued) :

COMMENTS
Chicken and Sauerkraut
“MISSIONFEST”
PR s s Grove, Sunday August 8th”
“CHICKEN DINNER AND
SAUERKRAUT SUPPER”

A friend sent us the paper from whose columns we
take the above announcement.

Was the make-up man of the paper in question
moved by the spirit of mischief; did he blindly follow
the sweet appeal of the chicken and the sauerkraut;
or, did he, gifted with a sense for the eternal fitness
of things, purpose to express a criticism? At any .
rate, he assigned this notice of a mission festival a
place in the columns for amusements, right above a
movie ad, and almost next door to an invitation to a
band concert, dance and dinner at a popular picnic and
amusement park.

Now, it is not at all wrong for a congregation to
serve meals to those who attend its mission festival,
in order to make it possible for them to remain for all
the services. It may even be considered a favorable
sign when the celebration of this festival under local
conditions assumes to some extent the character of a
“Volksfest” that brings the neighboring congregations
together.
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All depends on how the thing is done. The dig-
nity of preaching and worship must by all means be
upheld. The spiritual appeal must never yield to the
natural. Our people should attend the mission fes-
tival to hear the Word of God and not to eat chicken
dinners and sauerkraut suppers and .to enjoy the
social pleasures of the day.

If it is at all necessary to announce the festival to
the general public, we must be particularly careful
lest the character of our church as a witness of Christ
in the world suffer in the eyes of the public. Our
church should be known for its message and not for
the excellency of its chicken dinners and sauerkraut
suppers.

One need only think of the European Kirmess to
be reminded how a religious festival so easily degen-
erates into a mere “Volksfest” with its material pleas-
ures.

Better by far, fifty faithful Christians that come to
hear the Word than a vast concourse attracted by a
chicken dinner and a sauerkraut supper. ’ J. B.

& * * % ®

The Internationalism Not long ago some of the
of the Y. M. C. A.  newspapers and civic organiza-
tions took alarm at the cabled
reports attributed to Sherwood Eddy, a member of
the international committee of the Y. M. C. A. This
committee was visiting Russia and at some public
gathering at which it was officially welcomed by
government representatives, Mr. Eddy added to the
customary idiocies that are spread over such occa-
sions some idiocies of his own. The most offending
statement in his address was found in such phrases: “I
am glad to see a nation which stands as a challenge
to the rest of the world, to nations ruled by swollen,
selfish capitalism. . . . Yours is a country where man
no longer exploits man. In its great daring ideal it is
the only nation which challenges the world.”
Mr. Eddy seemingly is, if not deep red yet quite
pinkish. He is a wealthy man and that explains in
part his high standing with the Y. M. C. A. and as a

wealthy man he can afford the luxury of flirting with
the radicalism of Russia, which, if put in practice,
would quickly reduce him to the level of the rest of us.

Criticism' of his utterances was based on the ob-
vious impropriety of publicly committing his organiza-
tion to views which are abhorrent to its supporters.
Capitalism, as socialists and other radicals use the
word, is the very element that creates and supports
institutions such as the “Y.” If the “Y” ever turned
on its wealthy friends it would cease to exist. Its
work has been spreading from year to year; in some
communities it has attained the dignity of a clearing
house for all the churches and for all the civic organi-
zations. It has gone far beyond its original program
of serving young working men (and young working
women) and is gaining influence over the whole youth
of the land by making its buildings the play centers
for children as soon as they are old enough to play and
by organizing and conducting gymnastics and recrea-
tional games for all men and women.

It is a big program and it takes money. The money
comes from the business world. The business world
is not red, nor it is even pink. Mr. Eddy blundered
badly. It was necessary for other Y. M. C. A. men
to hurry into print with such disavowals as they could
find courage to utter. And poor Mr. Eddy whose in-
terpretation of the Y. M. C. A. altruism went a little
further than volley ball courts and swimming pools
is a little the worse for wear and tear.

The American public might learn from this inci-
dent that the glory of its Y. M. C. A. (and other
similar institutions) is of most unsound and unstable
quality because it is really an interloper and meddler,
and an irresponsible interloper, which is crowding in
between parents and children, between churches and
their members, between the state and its citizens, and
now even between its government and other states.
In its origins and in its later successful expansion the
Y. M. C. A. was intended to be a means of relieving
some of the hardships that attended the young labor-
ers in crowded industrial centers and so make them
somewhat more content with their unenviable lot.
On this basis the “capitalists” fostered it and financed
its expansion and on this basis they are still financing
it.

The “Christian” character of the organization was
a pure accident, due to the person of its founder, who
was a typical London Calvinist. That character has
had nothing to do with the Y. M. C. A.’s expansion and
it has worn off wherever it proved to hinder the main
purpose, which was to render the laborer more con-
tent. In Mohammedan countries its Christianity is
non-existent, for example.

Far more than Christian, the Y. M. C. A. is
“capitalistic,” if you choose to employ that word. For
that reason its supporting public is violently agitated
over the heretical speeches of Mr. Sherwood Eddy,
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its representative. When the “Y” utters anti-Chris-
tian heresies there is scarcely a ripple.

Eddy’s critics can not impress us with their high
patriotic regard of national integrity; that isn’t the
reason they are so exasperated with his international-
ism. The great crime was that he meddled on the
international stage with questions that affect bank
balances and those who have them.

We are in the odd position to be compelled to dis-
agree with the Y. M. C. A. because it meddles with
people, young and old, in relations that belong to the
church and to the home; we disagree with Mr. Eddy,
because he is meddling with international relations
that are neither his concern as a representative of the
“Y” nor as a touring American citizen; we disagree
with Mr. Eddy’s critics as to their sincerity, because
they let out a yelp as soon as the “Y” or Mr. Eddy
happen to tread on their favorite golden bunion but
wrap themselves in smug and not always silent ap-
proval at the far more offensive indiscretions to which
the “Y” is habitually committed. H. K. M.

* & * = &

And Then We Wonder And then we wonder how it

comes about that tender
youth is often found so confused in matters of right
or wrong.

A fifteen year old girl recently died by her own
hand because her father on account of lack of funds re-
fused to permit her to go back to school again. At
the burial service a speaker ““ pronounced the benedic-
tion — a hope that the little girl had not killed herself
in vain.” He is quoted as follows:

Her death has a lesson for our whole city, a lesson which
has a deep meaning to parents, children and teachers alike.
Her death was necessary to awaken our citizens to the fact
that youngsters who want education are being denied that
despite our excellent school system and the high taxes we pay
to maintain it.

[
She thought that life without an education was not worth
living. Finding that she was not to have an education, she
chose death. It is not for us to question that decision.

Conditions which made it impossible for her to go to
school were to blame for her death — not she.

Horrible! A human sacrifice at the shrine of the
idol “education!” “Life without ‘education’ not worth
living.” What did education mean to this poor mis-
guided little girl? An aid to a higher, nobler life?
Then mere earthly knowledge is of no avail. “The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” A
Christian school can help us greatly, but the work of
the Gospel is not confined to the school. We learn
its lessons best when we by its sustaining and com-
forting power submit our own will to that of the Father
when he denies us what we think would give us joy
or when he even lays on our shoulder the heavy
burden of the cross.

Was education to her the means to escape the
drudgery of manual labor and so to material success in
life?

No task i1s mean or noble in itself. A Christian
maid by the spirit in which she works makes a noble
thing of the household labor she performs; an un-
spiritual man will make a base thing even of the high-
est art. If education is considered merely as a means
to an easy life, its value is none other than that of
dollars and cents.

And as to even that success; “Except the Lord
build the house, they labor in vain that build it; ex-
cept that Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh
but in vain.” “Blessed is every one that feareth the
Lord; that walketh in his ways. For thou shalt eat of
the labor of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it
shall be well with thee.” To the young God points
out the way to true success: “Honor thy father and thy
mother, that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest
live long on the earth.”

A frank justification of suicide. “She chose death.
It is not for us to question that decision”; and then the
conditions which made it impossible for her to go to
school are made responsible for her act of self-destruc-
tion. A fine lesson, the lesson that those present at
the burial service and, thanks to the kind services of
the press, many thousand others learned: If you cannot
have your way in life, kill yourself. If your home is
not happy, kill yourself. If your business is not pros-
perous, kill yourself. If mother will not buy you that
new dress, kill yourself. You will not be held re-
sponsible for your act; the responsibility rests on the
conditions that have brought it about, though God
says, “Thou shalt not kill.” If suicide, why not mur-
der, or adultery, or robbery? And if we are no more
bound by the law of God, why respect the law of the
land? This is, indeed, self-expression with a ven-
geance. How can parents expect to train their chil-
dren when such doctrines are brought to their young
hearts?

“A lesson to our entire city, to parents, children and
teachers,” the revelation that even in our day not all
children can go to school as long as they would like to.
What about it? Are parents of large families to feel
guilty if they are not able to produce an income suffi-
cient to send all their children through high school?
Or, are they to break the laws of God and nature in
order to limit the number of their offsprings? Or, is
the community to undermine the spirit of independence
and the self-respect of such parents by affording them
financial aid in order to enable them to give their chil-
dren a higher education?

With men uttering such sentiments and with a
press broadcasting them, is it a wonder that our boys
and girls no more know what is right or wrong?

J. B.





































