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The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8: 5\ ,;Lg
gy i R LV
Vol. 8. ' Milwaukee, Wis., December 11th, 1921, No. 25.0%
. O
o
ADVENT #* Waiting For The Consolation Of Israel

Come, O my Savior, delay Thee not longer!
Hush Thou the grief in my poor, troubled breast!
See how earth’s wickedness still waxeth stronger!
See how Thy loved ones with fear are oppressed!
O to recline on Thy Bosom, my Savior,
Bidding adieu to earth’s sorrows forever!

. Take Thou the burdens from each troubled heart,
Let Thy blest Advent true solace impart!

Thou who beholdest earth’s anguish and suff’ring,
Knowest how great is the torment of sin!

Falsely the lips may be smiling and scoffing,
Laughter discloses no gladness within!

Sin’s silent wounds are still aching and: burning!
Deeply each heart for Thy comfort is yearning!
Bring Thou the Balsam of Gilead, dear Lord,

Let Thy blest Advent our healing afford!

Conflicts and battles and struggles are raging!

Blood flows in torrents that swell and increase!

Hast Thou withdrawn all Thy love, so assuaging?

Will earth nevermore be blest with Thy peace?

War’s cruel sword o’er our loved ones is swinging!—
Terror, destruction and ruthlessness bringing!

Quench Thou the fires that so fearfully burn,

Haste Thy return, Savior! Haste Thy return!

‘O ‘may the breath of Thy Spirit waft o’er us,
Tilt at Thy Cross all the nations shall kneel,
Let us, beholding the Judgment before us,
Heed Thy Eternal Word’s ardent appeall

As the Day dawns, from our lethargy wake us!
Saved from its flames, to Thy Paradise take us!
‘When Thou dividest the goats from the sheep,
In Thine own mansions foreved us keep!

Pray on in silence, and worship, ye people,

Though sin and death on their ravage are bent!

When the sweet Advent-bells peal from the steeple,
Know that in Christ God the Savior hath sent!

Bring Him your homage, and worship the Stranger

As He descendeth to rest in a manger!

Then at the Cross your belov’'d Savior greet, B
For only THERE is His Advent complete!

ANNA HOPPE,
Milwaukee, Wis.

Translated from the German
by Paul Hansen.

(* The ‘original, by Paul Hansen, appeared in a Christmas num-
ber of “Die Abendschule’” during the war time.)

I want exceedingly to be content with the Lord Him-
 self alone.—Bonar.

Luke 2:25

Aged Simeon is described to us as waiting for the
consolation of Israel. From out of the first, long
advent season before the coming of Christ, he was
anxiously looking forward to that coming. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel, not for the rea-
lization of the false earthly hopes so many enter-
tained, for he calls the hoped-for consolation also “a
light to lighten the Gentiles.” The yearning of his
soul was a spiritual yearning. He was waiting for
the consolation of Israel, not for a merited reward.
He did not belong to those Israelites who had in their
blindness . been misled to base all their hopes on
their fullfilment of the law. In his heart the law had
done its work, it had made him a man who needed to
be helped and comforted. From the words of the
prophets and from the many types in the ceremonies
of the Old Testament he had learned to know of Him
who would come to help and comfort, the Messiah,
the Savior of His people. His one, great, consuming
desire and his constant prayer had been that he might
be permitted to see with his eyes the Redeemer of
Israel, and it had been revealed to him that he was

not to see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

So he waited, and no child has ever waited as ex-
pectantly for the festival of light and love as did old
Simeon wait for the day on which he was to behold
the Consolation of Israel. ;
Waiting—are we really waiting in these weeks of
the advent season, or has Christmas lost the hold it
had upon outr hearts when we were young? Do not
say that Christmas is the festival chiefly for the young.
Aged Simeon was waiting with a youthful heart, so
was the prophetess Anna, in spite of the burden of
her eighty-four years. Our hearts shotild remain
young. Why do they not in so many instances? The
commercializing of the glorious festival of Christmas
is doing much toward lowering it-in the esteem of
many. To others it has become chiefly a festival of
humanity when man shows love toward man. Senti-
mental Christmas stories glorify those who help and
comfort others. That takes the life out of the glorious
festival. Only they who wait for the consolation of
Israel know the joy of Christmas and long for its
glorious message with a yearning that grows in in-
tensity from year to year. - Make use of the advent
season, these weeks of preparation for the festival of
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love, of God’s love toward man. Learn anew from
Holy Scripture of sin, your sin, and its consequences.
See how dark the world would be without the light of
Bethlehem, how poor your life without the glorious
gift of God to men. Follow the history of the king-
dom of God through the centuries of preparation for
the fullness of time; contemplate again and again the
grace revealed therein; and your heart will beat high,
you will long for the message of the Christmas day
that tells of the Consolation of Israel born for you
according to the promises of God.

Then the old Christmas. songs will sound to you
as they sounded long ago. Your heart will be filled
with "awe and wonderment as in the days of your
youth.  You will wait as you waited when you were
a child for the light of the Christmas tree and the com-
fort and the joy of the Christmas message. Then
your outward preparations for the coming festival
will be given a true and an abiding value, and your
‘gifts of love, especially those gifts that help the poor
and needy, will be made a testimony to the love of
God that gave the world the Consolation of Israel.

J. B.

COMMENTS

Frankly God-less “And, behold, the whole city came

: out to meet Jesus: and when they
saw him, they besought him that he would depart out
of their coasts.” That was a unique experience for
our Savior to be met by a reception committee com-
prising “the whole city.” And then the reception
accorded Him: “they besought him that he would
“depart,” that means they politely but firmly and unani-
mously requested Him to move on and keep on mov-
ing in the same general direction. His had been a
costly visit to their coasts, they considered, costing
them in round numbers a whole herd of swine. And
what had they to show for it? Well, they had re-
ceived a demonstration that there is One more power-
ful than the devil, One who by the finger of God casts
out devils and thus without doubt brings the king-
dom of God, Luke 11:20; evidence, two maniacs de-
livered from the devil’s clutches. Yes, but consider
the cost! No, they would have no more of this busi-
ness: theit first consideration was bacon. We have
no reason to doubt that they got it and more, too;
“when the unclean spirit is gone out of man, he walk-
eth through dry places seeking rest; and finding none,
he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came
out. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other
spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in,
and dwell there: and the last state of that man is' worse
than the first.” Having turned Jesus with His King-
dom away, there is no doubt what ruler came to reign
over them.

As for the Savior,—His way of handling a case like
the Gergesene reception is described in His words to

His disciples: “And whosoever shall not receive you,
nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that
house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.” St.
Matthew relates: “And he entered into a ship, and
passed over, and came into his own city.”

The reason why we have dwelt on the Gergesene
episode is that, to our mind, the present day presents
to us a striking parallel. Read the following, from
the Leader of November 18th, and see if you do not
agree with us: "

“There are two institutions that Walcott, the richest town
per capita in lowa, prides itself in not possessing—churches
and jails. '

“For more than 50 years the town has been without a
church and nearly as long without a jail
building still stands, there is no vestige of a church edifice.
But there are no locks on the jail and its hinges have rotted
off. It is never used.

“We are free thinkers and believe in free American -
citizenship seven days a week. We do not need preachers to
dictate to us. We are better off without them,” states Mayor
Strohbeen.

All May Come

“The mayor says while any denomination has the privilege
of establishing a church in Walcott, the people will not pa-
tronize them. They would have empty pews.

“We are getting along very well as we are—much better
than with churches. We like to be left alone. There is no
more peaceful or law-abiding town in the whole United States
than Walcott. Why should we want churches? They bring
strife and dissension—we want peace and quiet.

“Shows and dances are our principal Sunday amusement,”
says the mayor. “Then in summer we enjoy baseball and
automobile riding.”

“In case of weddings, most of the couples come to Daven-
port and look up a justice. In rare instances a minister is
called in. '

Have Funeral Orator

“Most of the funerals are conducted by Johannes Kroeger,

who delivers the oration in German or English, as the mourn-

ers desire. Kroeger has no church affiliations or religious be-.

liefs. Baptism are unknown in the town.
“Tn a business and commercial way Walcott is a thriv-
ing town. It has two banks with combined deposits of over

$1,500,000. The population of the town is but 384. It has a
consolidated school second to none in this part of the state.

“Recently the citizens erected a fine public auditorium.
Here Chautauquas and musical entertainments are held on
week days and dances on Sunday.”

“We like to be let alone. Why should we want
churches? They bring strife and dissention—we
want peace and quiet.” Exactly, that is the Gadarene
spirit. And did not the Savior say of the Power be-
hind it: “When. a strong man armed keepeth his
palace, his goods are in peace?” And did He not af-
firm: “Think not that I am come to send peace on
earth: I came not to send peace but a sword.” . His
peace is bestowed only where the “strong man” is
vanquished and he resents every inroad into his pos-
sessions: thus at the-time of the incident pointed to
above the evil spirits cried out, saying: “What have
we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou
come hither to torment us before the time?”

While the jail
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“No churches—but also no jail,” the people of Wal-
cott might protest. What of it? we ask. The Ger-
gesenes had no madhouse either, though they had two
“exceeding fierce” maniacs roaming abroad. Be-
sides, Jesus is not merely the Savior of jail-birds; He
is come to save that which is lost, among which He
also counted the proud Pharisees. And finally, Jesus
says: “Whosoever shall deny me before men, him will
I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.”

G.

% * #* * *

How He Does It How can the attendance at the

Sunday evening services be in-
creased? has been the anxious question of many a
pastor among us. In a recent issue of The Continent,
the minister of a down-town church tells how he does
it.” He has raised his attendance from 100 to between
372 and 1265.

“The general plan was to offer some magnet for the
crowd, advertise it, make the service evangelistic and then
push for conversions in an after-meeting or by coming for-
ward.”

Careful attention is given to the music. Signboard
advertising and door knob hangers are included. The
mailing list is considered as being of great importance.
But there is one feature which attracted our attention
especially:

“Different groups of people have been asked to attend
spécial services. Our most impressive service last year was
for the firemen. The chief, the mayor and twenty-six com-
panies came in uniform with their wives and families. The
apparatus was stationed outside the church for blocks. Guards
were placed in the office to relay any call of fire in the district
of the companies. The fact that one company left quietly,
but hastily, during a prayer did not disturb the men. It was
thrilling to see 100 firemen stand and sing ‘Stand up, Stand up
for Jesus.’ .

“The lodges are always ready for an invitation. The Odd
Fellows memorial service has crowded the church every year.
Last June the chief of police, who was in the audience during
this service, asked that the lodge thank the church for the
service and make a substantial offering to the work. This
was done with applause. The Yeomen, the Masons, the De
Molay, the teachers of the public schools, the students of the
' Institute for- the Blind, all have been our guests. For the
American Legion and G. A. R. last year we built a picture
frame on the platform, and secured representatives from the
civil war, the Spanish-American war, the world war and the
boy scouts, who stood in the electrified frame as “living pic-
tuﬁres,” while songs of their periods were sung and played.”

This preacher does not seem to feel that he is
presuming on the tax-paying public when he uses the
municipal fire apparatus to advertise his church.
Evidently he considers all firemen, policemen and
public school teachers as unchurched, for else by what
right does he invite members of other churches to his
services, exerting on these servants of the public the
pressure of the group to compel them to come?
just about how often would a lodge attend if the
preacher would tell them the truth about lodgism?

And, -

He characterizes his method aptly as follows: “We
have determined not to stop short of every method and
every plan to compel them to come in.” J. B.

The Spirit of the Times

“As we said above, money
will be scarce this year; and
this year, as never before, people want.something for their
money. Cash donations will be hard to get. If, however,
you can give people something in return for their cash dona-
tions, almost anybody will be glad to help you. This, you
will find, is the spirit of the times.”

This is taken from a circular advertising a scheme
for raising money for Christmas giving to the poor.
We read, and we wondered if the writer of this cir-
cular had really placed the right estimate on the
spirit of times. And we said, No, love is not entirely .
extinct, the love “that seeketh not her own.” There
is still to be found among men that willing and joy-
ous surrender in which a man gives his heart and life
and all that he is and has to the Lord who bought him
with the price of His precious blood. There is still
true sympathy with those who suffer and the charity
in which a man forgets himself for others. There is
still a ready response when men are asked to assist
others in their bodily or spiritual needs. There is
still direct giving, in which a man gives not only his
money but also his heart. :

And yet, there is an element of truth in what this
writer says. There is noticeable a strong tendency
away from direct giving. People want something in
return for their cash donations, something to eat or
to drink, some pleasure and entertainment, social
recognition, or some other honor, even if it is only the
right to wear a button which declares to all the world
that the bearer has performed a charitable deed.

We must be on our guard lest this spirit grow
upon us also. Even now many churches apparently
find it necessary to conduct fairs, entertainments, -
theatricals, etc., in order to maintain themselves. Again,
it seems to be far easier to get church people inter-
ested in a certain work of the chuich’if you organize
them and give their organization special credit for the
work it has done, than if you appeal to them merely
as to Christians who should love their Lord and be’

willing to serve His cause. :

While no one can judge the motives of another, as
only the Lord knows the heart of man, and while we
by no means want to insinuate false motives to any
Christian brother or sister, it is well that we warn
each other against dangers from which none of us is
immune. That there is danger is clearly shown by
the very fact that business houses -are constantly ad-
dressing such offers to the churches. It should never
be possible to truthfully include church people in this
statement, “People want something in return for their
cash donations.” ' J. B.

























