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The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8: 57, e
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MY SAVIOR SINNERS DOTH RECEIVE

My Savior sinners doth receive,

Who under sin’s dread burden groaning,
No man nor angel can relieve,

‘Who find no rest, their guilt bemoaning.
To whom the world seems far to small,
‘Who deeply feel the scorn of all,

O’er whom the rod of Law is broken,
And Hell its hopeless “lost” has spoken;
These still may flee to Christ and live!
My Savior sinners doth receive!

His all-transcending, boundless love,

His mercy, greater than a mother’s,

Caused Him to leave His throne above
To bear the Curse of Law for others!

To save them from eternal loss,

He bore the anguish of the Cross,

His life as ransom-price He offered,

In sinners’ stead Hell’'s pangs He suffered,
To His redeemed God’s grace to give!
My Savior sinners doth receive!

His Bosom is the haven blest

Where sinners, seeking consolation,

May flee for refuge, pardon,—rest,

He frees them from all condemnation,

And casts their sins’ so awful load

Into the fountain of His Blood!

Cleansed from the stains of all transgression,
His Spirit’s peace is their possession.

With joy the Mercy-Seat they leave,

My Savior sinners doth receive!

Within His blood-stained, loving arms,
He bears His own unto the Father,
Where, shielded from all earth’s alarms,
As precious children they may gather.
All that He has becomes their own!
With joy they stand before His throne!
He opens wide the heav’nly portal,
And freely gives them Life immortal.
‘What bliss awaits them who believe!
My Savior sinners doth receive!

O couldst thou see His loving heart

In tenderness for lost ones yearning!

For those upon sin’s wicked mart,

For those in whom remorse is burning!
In love the publican He saved,

And she, who His forgiveness craved,
Sad Magdalene, found sweet compassion!
He freely pardoned her transgression,
And filled her soul with sweet relief;

My Savior sinners doth receive!

How love-filled was His tender look

When Peter’s deep-dyed sin He pondered!
Ah, not alone this course He took

When in this vale of tears He wandered!
Eternal Love is still the same,

(Translated from the German)

“The Friend of sinners” is His Name!

As on the Cross His love was given,

Thus from His glorious throne in Heaven
His grace to sinners He doth give;

My Savior sinners doth receive!

O come, ye sinners, one and all!

Come unto Him, in deep contrition!
He casteth none away. His call

Hath healing balm for your condition!
Why will ye die eternally

When His salvation is so free?

Why cling to bonds of sin so galling,
When Christ to liberty is calling?
Forsake all sin! O come, believe!
My Savior sinners doth receive!

O come, thou heavy-laden one!

Bowed down, and burdened with transgression!
If thou dost have no strength ta.run,

Come creeping,—with thy heart’s confession!
His loving heart is open wide!

O bid thy anxious fears subside! )
With yearning love He long hath sought Thee,
And with His precious Blood He bought thee!
Come, lowly one, to Jesus cleave! &

My Savior sinners doth receive!

Say not: “My sins are far too great,

His gifts of grace I scorned and slighted!”

Say not: “Repentance is too late,

I came not when His love invited!”

If thou dost long to change thy course,

In tears, and earnest, deep remorse,

Come now! Though conscience still is chiding,
Accept His mercy, so abiding.

Come, burdened one, thy soul relieve!

My Savior sinners doth receive!

Say not: “Behold there is no haste,

I still can joy in carnal pleasure!

God closeth not His door in haste,

His grace is ever without measure!”

Ah no, hear thou His call to-day!

And cast His offer not away!

They who put off His great salvation, .
May suffer loss and condemnation!

Why wilt thou die? O come, and live!
My Savior sinners doth receive!

O draw us ever unto Thee,

Thou precious Friend of sinners, Jesus!
And may we ever, longingly

Seek Thee, Whose mercy never ceases!
When guilty conscience doth reprove,
Reveal to us Thy heart of love!

And when, our wretchedness beholding,
We see Thy glorious grace unfolding,
May each confess in fervency;
“My Savior, Christ, receiveth me!” ANNA HOPPE,
Milwaukee, Wis.
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I Know Him, That He Will Command His Children
And His Household After Him, And They Shall
Keep The Way Of The Lord, To Do Justice And
Judgment; That The Lord May Bring Upon
Abraham That Which He Hath Spoken of Him.

Gen. 18:19.

“I know Him,”—there is no doubt in the mind of
the Lord as to how Abraham will train the promised
son and all the other members of his household. Why
not? God had revealed to Abraham His grace in the
promised Redeemer. While others were walking in
darkness and fear, Abraham, believing, walked in the
light of that grace.

In promising Abraham the Savior, the Lord had
showed him the purpose of the existence of the world
and of every one of its inhabitants. Abraham knew
that no life can be truly called successful that has not
been brought under the promise of divine grace.

God has told Abraham: “Get thee out of thy coun-
try, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s
house.” Abraham realized that the life of a man can-
not be divided, but that his entire life must be shaped
and directed by the grace of God.

Abraham has also learned that to depart from the
ways of the Lord brings pain and sorrow and ruin,
but that it is a blessed thing to walk through life at
the hand of God and under His fatherly care and pro-
tection.

How can he but command and teach and train
“his children and his household after him” to “keep
the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment,” in
order that the Lord may bring upon them the bless-
ings that He has promised them as well as Abraham?

The Scripture calls Abraham the father of all them
that believe. That means that all believers are like
Abraham. Do you believe? Then the Lord should
be able to say of you, as he said of Abraham, “TI know
him, that he will command his children and his house-
hold after him, and they shall keep the way of the
Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may
bring upon Abraham (and upon all true children of
Abraham) that which he hath spoken of him.”

If Abraham lived to-day and under our conditions

were compelled to join with others in the training of
children, which school would he select? You know it
would be the Christian school.

Then there should be no doubt as to what you will
do. Our Lutheran parochial schools, the Lutheran
high schools ahd our Lutheran colleges and seminar-
ies have been founded and are being supported by
men and women who want to do what the Lord knew
Abraham would do. May the Lord be able to say of
every Christian parent among us, “I know Him.”

J. B.

The Northwestern Lutheran

- The Ku Klux Klan

COMMENTS

“The Ku Klux Klan, spreading
" north, establishes its first Ne-
braska branch at Lincoln. The literary style of the
Klan is worth studying. “The imperial proclama-
tion” is “done in the aulic of his majesty, the imperial
wizard and emperor of the invisible empire, in the im-
perial palace,” etc. '

“If you join, the Klan will look after you “in the
effulgence of the light of life and amid the sable
shadows of death.”

“The Klan has decided that everything desirable
can best be attained through the channel of a high-
class mystic, social, patriotic association having a per-
fected lodge system. It used to be thought that a
democratic government with a perfected constitution
for its foundation would answer, but conditions
change.

“By ‘the growth of the Ku Klux you learn that as
deer and bulfrogs are attracted by a piece of red flan-
nel, and moths by a bright light, so men are attracted
by mystery and secrecy.—Arthur Brisbane in The
Wisconsin News of - August 9th, 1921:

But why this secrecy? Why do the lodges love
darkness rather than light? Scripture answers: “Be-
cause their deeds are evil.”

The time will probably come when the secular
press will turn the searchlight of truth on the “mys-
tery and secrecy which surrounds the doings of the
Moose, Elks, Eagleé, Owls, White Elephants, and the
rest of the Menagerie of Lodgery.

When one reads of the horrors of the Ku Klux
perpetrated—during the Reconstruction period, and
their relentless persecution of Northern missionaries
who toiled among the negroes, one is astounded that
they should have any followers among those whose
ancestors fought for the preservation of the Union.
Brisbane is not alone, however, in his disapproval of
their tactics. Other papers have repeatedly sounded
the alarm, in spite of the much advertised “Birth of a
Nation” film which gave the Secret Empire a double-
coat of white-wash to cover up its iniquity.

The Press has commenced to uncover the iniquity
cloaked in the garb of Patriotism in this particular
lodge. May the good work continue as regards Ma-
sonry and other secret orders, and the public not en-
tangled in the meshes of lodgery will come to realize
that what it now terms Old Fogyism, narrow-minded-
ness, and bigotry in the Churches which oppose
lodgery is nothing but the searchlight of Truth turned
upon the,evil which hides in secrecy for fear of being
disclosed.

The “old-fashioned” and “out-of-date” Lutheran
Church is no longer the only one warning its members
against the evils of the Lodge,—the periodicals of
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other denominations have spoken against it in no un-
certain terms.

"If membership in a lodge is undemocratic and un-
patriotic from a secular point of view, by reason of
its secrecy and mysticism, which even hides from the
arm of the law at times to avoid disclosure, what can
be said of a Christian, who in defiance of Scripture
connects himself with these “brotherhoods?” Is he
“rendering unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s?”
And what about the fellowship with the despisers of
the Cross? Even the secular press would do well to
advise true patriots to “come out from among them
and be separate.” How can a Christian conscien-
tiously have any connection with these “works of
darkness?” A READER.

* * * * *

Intersynodical Organizations In a, recent issue, the

Lutherische XKirchen-
zeitung tells of the Pittsburgh intersynodical ladies’
society. Founded in 1916, it now numbers 650 mem-
bers from 82 .congregations of thé synods of Ohio,
Missouri, Merger, Augustana and Buffalo, and from
one independent congregation. The initial purpose
was the cultivation of a friendly relation between the
women of the various synods and a closer co-opera-
tion in intersynodical activities. A Now this organiza-
tion assists in the support of the Pittsburgh inner
mission, which maintains a hospice in that city and
of a representative in the courts, and is represented
by a member in the protestant court committee. Two
members are in the Board of Managers of the Luther-
an Training School for Church Workers, and a rep-
resentative is working among the students of the
higher institutions of learning in the city. A class
for the study of missions is conducted every year.
Three mass meetings are annually held in churches
of the various synods.

Against this intersynodical society and other in-
tersynodical societies the Kirchenzeitung raises a
warning voice, declaring such organizations open
doors for unionism with the United Lutheran Church.
If these societies are quietly tolerated, the Kirchen-
zeitung is not in doubt as to the results, either a di-
vision in the other synods or a general drifting toward
the laxer Merger synod. “If we desire to remain in
the old straight confessional path, we will have to re-
main within our ranks. If we desire to turn aside,
then let us look on quietly while unionistic and other
movements of this kind are being founded and spread.
These lines will rouse opposition. That cannot be
helped. We on our part cannot remain silent in the
face of the frank announcement of such dangerous in-
novations. They are increasing in a most disquiet-
ing manner. It is high time that we all see clearly
whither the road our synod is traveling is to lead and
actually is leading.”

We are in full accord with the Lutherische Kir-
chenzeitung. It is strange that many Christians per-
sist in assuming that they may do as individuals what
it not permissible to a congregation or a synod. As
Christians we are not bound by rules established by a
church body, but by the Word of God. The Word of
God forbids unionism. Consequently the individual
Christian must avoid it. As to intersynodical work,
we fail to see any need of co-operation in externals
with church bodies that are not in full harmony with
us in doctrine and in practice, and experience proves
that it 1s extremely difficult to co-operate.in the so-
called externals without again and again falling into
unionistic practices. J. B.

PULPIT VACANCY

Recent investigations of existing church affairs
have shown that at present there is an appalling
dearth of ministers in our country. Fully 5000 Pro-
testant pulpits are said to be vacant—5000 congrega-
tions without a preacher. A most deplorable state of
affairs indeed! Figuring on an average of 100 parish-
ioners to each of these vacant pulpits, there are ap-
proximately 500,000 members of Christian churches
at present without the public ministration of the di-
vine Word, and naturally must forego its blessings.
The situation is of such grave import to the Church
and the nation at large as to warrant serious atten-
tion, and it is with anxious concern one must look
into the future.

People naturally ask, what are the causes leading
to such unfortunate state of affairs in the church?
Some attribute the decline in the ministry to its econ-
omic handicaps, stating that ministers of the Gospel
are underpaid, and that the preacher’s social standing
has sagged, that he is muzzled, and that for this rea-
son not only men of the cloth are deserting their po-
sitions, but many young men are deliberately shun-
ning the pulpit in favor of other professions. Finan-
cial sacrifices in"entering the ministry, it is said, have*
deterred many who otherwise might have enrolled in
theological seminaries, and the stringency now is con-
sidered disproportionate to that in other fields.
Others again lay the blame on the religious doubt
engendered by the war and disillusionment caused by
the discord and strife which followed it. Still others
of pronounced modernist tendencies explain the whole
situation to this effect that young men of our day will
not accept the ministerial calling because the theologi-
cal training of students is out of date. Our colleges
and universities, they say, introduce young men to
modern ideas and the modern world: theological in-
stitutions then invite them to take on the harness of
antiquity, which they cannot do without self-stultifi-
cation. Following scientific research siich students
learn that the past, while it was the parent of the
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present, has not always been right; that old beliefs
and methods quite sincerely held by our ancestors
have often become inadequate, if not grossly irrelev-
ant and out of date. The more this becomes clear to
them, the more they relegate the ministry. ~Such are
the current opinions on the causes of the present de-
sertion of the pulpit.

To us this lamentable dearth of ministers among
the Protestant churches in our country is due not
only to the materialistic spirit of our age which has
permeated to an alarming extent even our Christian
population, and which looks only to the material side
of the question, sedulously evading the hardships and
trials accompanying the Christian ministry,—but we
believe the root of the evil lies deeper. We believe
that such dearth in the ministry in certain sections is
due to the dearth of the Gospel itself in many Pro-
testant churches. We are persuaded that the present
desertion of the pulpit is caused by the rejection of the
Gospel message on the part of the Christian people,
once so called, as well as by false, faithless and Spirit-
less preaching on the part of ministers, so called.
Men are leaving and disbelieving the message of the
Savior, and under the name of preaching ministers
so called are giving the people their own theories,
speculations and philosophies. Some of the most
- diligent men in the congregations call for what they
term a “practical gospel,” by which they mean the
discussion of social and other temporal questions, ex-
cluding the great questions of man’s sin and natural
depravity, of his redemption through the blood of
Christ, of God’s grace toward sinners, of obtaining
eternal life through faith, of the fruits of such faith,
etc. As a result, not only many preachers have lost
their own faith and confidence and have become bereft
of all sufficiency for the ministration of the Gospel,
but the ministry itself has lost its motive and pur-
pose, has become a mere sham,—and the people are
starved in soul, faith is crushed out, the Holy Spirit
departs, and when the Spirit departs, preaching
ceases. When one stops to consider such a deplor-
able status of many of our Protestant churches, it is
no wonder that there is a dearth of ministers.

Moreover, let us not forget, that ministers of the
Gospel are not a product of their own. No one can
become a consecrated servant of the Lord by his own
will or efforts; no one can attain sufficiency for the
ministration of the divine Word of his own accord.
St. Paul expressly says of himself and the preachers
of all ages: “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to
think anything as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is
of God; who also hath made us able ministers of the
new testament.” 2 Cor. 3:5, 6. It is not because of
his own choice or ability or by means of his training
a man becomes a minister. No, consecrated ministers
of the Gospel are God’s own gifts. “I will give you
pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you
with knowledge and understanding,” says the Lord.
Furthermore, it is said of the ascending Savior: “He
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ.” Eph. 4:11, 12.
The Lord gives ministers for His Word’s sake, by
which alone man is saved. Hence, if the Word is
rejected by the people the desertion of the pulpit is
but a natural consequence. It has always been thus
throughout all generations. Indifference to the Gos-
pel and decline in religious life is followed by the de-
cline and desertion of the Christian ministry.

A solemn lesson and warning for all Lutheran
Christians, not to become indifferent, but to hold fast
to the pure and wholesome doctrines of the Gospel,
to thank God for His ministers, and incessantly to
pray that the Lord will send laborers into his harvest.

J. J.

MORAL DEGRADATION OF LODGEMEN

One of the highest orders in Masonry is that of
the Shriners, the Thirty-second Degree. Those who

_belong to this order are generally men of business, of

good reputation at home, but it has been reported in
the past that their gatherings were places where
liquor flowed freely. Their recent Conclave at Des
Moines was no exception to this; in fact orgies were
indulged in fit only for savage heathen, and which
were a disgrace to civilization—an affair that any de-
cent man ought to be ashamed to be connected with
in any way. i

The following account of things that were done
at this Conclave has been sent us by a man whom we
consider perfectly reliable, and who had special op-
portunities for observation:

The Annual Conclave of the National Shrine Or-
der was held in Des Moines, June 14-16, 1921.

The citizens of this community made great pre-
parations to welcome the gathering. It was an-
nounced through the daily papers that the Shriners
would spent at least $3,000,000 here before they left.’
















