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The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8: 57}?;\\(%{
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING

When the clouds of trouble gather,
And afflictions grieve thee sore,
Child of God, pray to thy Father.
Prayer availeth evermore!

In His Scriptures thou canst trace
The abundance of His grace.
Bring thy faith-filled supplication,®
And receive His consolation.

They shall never be forsaken,
Who trust Him' in confidence.
When by earthly ills o’ertaken,
He remains their sure Defense.
Christian, though it oft appears,
That unmoved thy cry He hears,
Cling to Him, His Word obeying,
Let despair not hush thy praying.

Praying, knocking, calling, crying,

Is a Christian’s noble art!

In true faith on God relying

Floods ‘with peace the troubled heart!
Grace and help the faithful win-
Who confide alone in Him!

They who trust His mercy glorious
Leave the trial-field victorious!

Know how wondrous is God’s manner
In the guidance of His own!

He lifts high faith’s glorious banner
When all mortal strength has flown!
Though He seemeth silent now,

Still He lives! Pray on, and bow

To His will when griefs assail thee.
Never will Jehovah fail thee!

Let His Holy Word e’er guide thee,

Grant thee patience ’neath the cross.

Fear not, when earth’s ills betide thee,
‘When in storms life’s bark doth toss!

God’s blest Truth thy Light remains!

His own solace thee sustains!

Place thy trust in Him securely,

Pray, and thou wilt conquer surely!

O my God, be praised forever!
Since my heart has known Thy grace

Vain is ev'ry foe’s endeavor

Faith’s blest vision to efface!

As at morn the heav’'n-sent dew,

Thy sweet grace is ever new!

Grateful homage let me bring Thee,

Endless Hallelujahs sing Thee!

g ANNA HOPPE,
(Translated from the German)

Milwaukee, Wis.

These That Have Turned the World Upside Down °

Are Come Hither Also.
Acts 17: 6.

“These that have turned the world upside down”—
is the designation of some Jews in Thessalonica and of
“certain lewd fellows of the baser sort,” whom these
Jews had succeeded in enlisting in their cause, for Paul
and Silas. They mean that these men are mischief
makers, troublesome fellows and seditious, at that, for
“these do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying
that there is another king, one Jesus.”

In this they were raising a most unjust accusation
against these preachers. Paul and Silas were not con-
spiring against Caesar; they were not stirring up class
hatr?d; they were not intent upon disturbing- the peace
of the community. ~ All they had done was to preach,
“opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have
suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this
Jesus whom I preach unto you, is Christ.”

The Christian is never a trouble maker or a revo-
lutionist in the ordinary sense of the word, but a
quiet, peace-loving citizen, a helpful neighbor, a faith-
ful worker, a just employer. All he wants to do is to
live his life in faith in Christ Jesus, rear his children in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and preach the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to others also. True, that he
will do, in spite of all opposition. So every country
should be glad to number the Christian among its
inhabitants.

And still the persecutors of Paul and Silas were not
far from being right; these men were indeed, by their
very preaching, turning the world upside down. And
that is what the preaching of the Gospel is doing to--
day and will continue to do to the end of the world.
The accusers here, and all other accusers of the Christ-
ians, are wrong only 'in this that they resentthat
which they should welcome with heartfelt gratitude.
The world in those days was all wrong and the world
to-day is entirely wrong. To turn it upside down
means only to set it right for its own good.

The accusers of Paul and Silas profess to be very
jealous of the honor of Caesar, who was to have no
rival, to say nothing of a superior. Does this not re-
mind us of Adam who wanted to be like unto God, and
of the people who built the Tower of Babel as a monu-
ment .to human greatness? Things were all made
wrong when man put himself in the place of God in-
stead of worshiping his Maker; when in unbelief man
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shaped the course of his life away from God instead
of toward God, for “of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever.
Amen.” And this man is doing in every phase of
human life and in every field of human endeavor.
Against the Lord’s “I am the Lord thy God” man
asserts his own sovereignty. Man declares himself to
be god, while God says he is totally depraved and
corrupted. Man wants to be his-own savior, while
Scripture says, “Salvation is of the: Lord.” Man
boasts of the sufficiency of his reason, while God di-
rects man fo His revelation. Man lives for this world,
while he should strive toward everlasting life. What-

ever man does by nature, he does from wrong motives.

When he makes progress, it is in the wrong direction.
 History shows us in what direction the Roman
Empire was going under its Caesar. Its course led
to destruction. The entire world is simply working
out its final ruin. To turn it upside down; to put
Jesus Christ over all men as king, means to turn the
‘world from darkness to the light, from destruction
and shame to salvation and everlasting glory, from
slavery to freedom, from unrest and despair to peace.

Let all who are permitted to say, “These that have
turned the world upside down are come hither also,”
say it with gratitude for the grace of God, praying:

“Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine
anger toward us to cease. Shew us thy mercy, O
Lord, and grant us thy salvation.” What a blessed
turning!

“Surely his salvatlon is nigh them that fear him;
that glory may “dwell in our land.

“Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness
and peace have kissed each other.

“Truth shall spring-out of the earth; and righteous-
ness shall look down from heaven.

“Yea, the Lord shall give that which is good and
our land shall yield her increase.

“Righteousness shall go before him, and shall set
us in the way of his steps.” J. B.

COMMENTS '

A Sunday Discussion Maybe some of our readers
thought Sunday had passed,—

we mean the revivalist with the cognomen “Billy.”
His day is not over yet, it seems, nor can we properly
consider it over until we have heard out the still
cheaper imitators who always follow in the wake of
such characters and by their bad taste and worse per-
formance mark more distinctly the trail left by their
original. That such developments are expected we
‘gather from a recent article in the Wisconsin News.

As a head it bears the question: Pastors Here to Use-

Slang Sunday? The reason for this question is then
stated in the following:

“Don’t be shocked if you hear some well chosen
slang words uttered from the pulpits of the Presby-
terian churches of Milwaukee -next Sunday as the
gospel is expounded.

“At the national conference of delegates from all
parts of the United States at Winona Lake this week,
the meeting was set in a turmoil when one delegate
took the floor and congratulated the Presbyterian min-
isters for refraining from the use of “gutter slang” in
the pulpits. ‘

“The next morning another delegate, believing that
remarks had been aimed at Billy Sunday, introduced a

resolution ‘endorsing the well known evangelist and .

his methods in the pulpit. This resolution was passed.

“This was the message brought back to Milwau-
kee to-day by Arthur S. Bartelt, assistant district at-
torney, who represented eastern’ Wisconsin at the
conference.

“Here is what prominent Presbyterian ministers of
Milwaukee had to say in regard to the “slang” ques-
tion.

“The Rev. Charles A. Carriel, pastor of the Bethary
church, Washington Street and Fourteenth Avenue—
‘It is important to use the kind of language that the
common people will understand.’ '

“The Rev. Paul B. Jenkins, pastor of the Immanuel
church, Astor and Martin Streets—T’m for Billy Sun-
day in whatever he says or does. The question of
slang from the pulpit is merely a question of what kind
of slang it is. Most any sort of language within the
limits of decency which brings results is all right from
the pulpit.’

“The Rev. Bertran G. Jackson, pastor of the West-

minster church, Farwell Avenue and Belleview place—
‘T do not like slang from the pulpit. This, however, is
no criticism against Billy Sunday or his methods. It
is sometimes necessary to use a street language to
reach a certain class of people. My church is no place
for slang.”

The pastor Iast quoted says, “My church is no
place for slang;” yet he has just said: “I'm for Billy
Sunday in whatever he says or does.” What he ac-
cepts as fit by such an unqualified endorsement you
may see by the following which we reprint from the
Lutheran Witness: _

“Billy Sunday was shocking and unfit years ago,
but the element that is trailing him is demanding even
worse. In speaking of the sins of the patriarchs in a
recent sermon at Indianapolis, the press reports him as
saying: “Why, God took Moses by the nape of the neck
and said: ‘It’s the past tense for you, Mose.” Moses
made his mistake, yes. And even old Noah, after he

got out of the ark, planted him a vineyard and made

a little home-brew, yes. Even Abraham. Yep, Abe
made his misstep. Old David, you know, he saw one
evening as he was stepping out some, a woman who
was the wife of another man, a woman who was famed
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for her beauty. He put her husband in the front
ranks where he would be sure to get it in the neck, so
Dave could claim the widow. And old Solomon, he
was a bird, and he made Brigham. Young look like
a piker.” ) \

“In speaking of conscientious objectors, Mr. Sun-
day, slightly mixing politics and religion, is quoted as
saying: “Conscientious objectors are so low down that
T couldn’t spit on them; in faet, they are so far down
below us that it would take an airplane to go to hell.
They are far worse than the damnable foreigners who
refuse to accept our government. They can take their
dirty rotten carcasses off our sacred soil.”

“He paid his respects to several parties by saying:
‘The rivers of our land will run red with blood before
the land of Jefferson is run under foot by these dirty
devils, stinking, steerage scoundrels of radicalism. He
is the lowest-down varmint this side of hell who seeks
to tear down this Government. I have doubted
whether God ever created such lice as that. I'd rather
live in hell with Nero and Jezebel and Emma Goldman
than to live on earth with these vultures of society.
I would rather be a maggot in the foul heart of a dead
polecat. They would steal their own bowels from
their bodies and sell them to the sausage factories.’

“More could be quoted, but this will suffice to point
the lesson which revivalism teaches.

“There are two who are paving the way for such
disgraceful methods in the Church; the one is the
sensationalist who is aping this kind of church-work
without having the strength and ability of the origi-
nal. The other is the sleepy, half-hearted, lukewarm
church-worker and member who so wearies the ardent
lover of God’s vineyard that he drives him almost to
any extremity in order to escape from the discourage-
ment of lethargy, neglect, and inefficiency. Where
preacher and people are working with  Pentecostal
fervor and Pauline faithfulness and diligence, there
will be no demand for these disgusting, sensational
methods.

“How desperate is the case of these churches whose
higher institutions of learning are in the power of ra-
tionalists and evolutionists, while the masses are of-
fered these unfit and unsavory semipolitical tirades
of the revivalist!”

We are of the same mind, of course. If the mes-
sage which the Church has for the sinful world does
not deserve acceptance on its own merits, nothing we
can do will save the situation. Sensationalism clouds
the issue, cheapens the Cause, discredits the messenger
and is a poorly veiled insult to Him that has called us
to His service. G.

Little Troubles The Savior's words to one of the
sisters at Bethany, “Martha, Martha,

thou art troubled about many things,” were forcefully

brought to our mind when we read the following in
the Herald and Examiner:

“A resolution -prohibiting tobacco users from at-
tending the ninety-second annual synod of the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church of- North America, in
convention here, was defeated yesterday by a large
vote. The Rev. Dr. R. C. Wylie, Pittsburgh, said those
using tobacco “ought to attend the synod to learn
better.”

Let us hope that the large vote by which the above
mentioned resolution was defeated was given in the
spirit of Him who says, “But one thing is needful;”

"and not with the Martha-sentiment of “ought to at-

tend the synod to learn-better.” G.

An Awful Visitation An example of the dreadful

consequences the post-war
wave of Spiritualism is inclined to bring in its wake,
is given in a report from Berlin, Germany, by Karl von
Wiegand. We quote the following from the Herald
and Examiner:

“Crazed by the study of spiritualism, the entire
family of eleven members of a bricklayer of Talkirchen-
dorff, had to be placed in an insane asylum.*

“In order to obtain ‘entrance to pure light,” the
man and his family began to demolish all furniture and
clothing in his home. The upholstered furniture they
heaped in a pile and set fire to it, because they were an
‘overthrown king’s throne.” ‘

“The man was just about to sacrifice the three year
old illegitimate child of his daughter to the ‘pure light’
as a ‘burnt offering’ when theé volunteer fire depart-
ment of the town, summoned by the neighbors, sur-
rounded the house, and subdued the man and his
family after a terrific struggle, before he could carry
out his plan of killing the baby and burning it on the
‘overthrown king’s throne’ made up of the demolished
furniture of the house.”

God has said of Spiritualism and all like practices:
“For all that do these things are an abomination unto
the Lord.” “Be not deceived; God is not mocked.”

: d G.

SELECTION OF CHARITABLE OR
BENEVOLENT OBJECTS

There is such a thing as a wise charity or benevo-
lence.
implies an intelligent sympathy or interest, a definite
purpose, and a practical business sagacity acting in
unison.

It is often a most perplexing question to the pos-
sessors of wealth so to give to accomplish true charity
and to practice benevolence worthy of its name during
life or after death. Before one can intelligently act
in the selection of a charitable or benévolent object

.

It is an affair of heart, head, and hand for it
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he should take a general survey of the purposes toward
which benevolent gifts may be directed -and the prin-
ciples underlying such gifts.

From a mere humanitarian point-of view the main
purpose of charitable or benevolent gifts is to better
the condition of man, physically, intellectually and
socially. Tt is to furnish physical relief, to aid the
needy, defective, and sick, both young and old, through
hospitals, asylums, homes, and charitable institutions,
to promote education, to improve the social condition
among the people at large. From a Christian view-
point, however, it is gratitude to the Lord, glorifying
God, in serving the cause of His Kingdom on earth,
that constitutes the main purpose of benevolent gifts.
To a Christian believer the aim of all of his charitable
work principally must be the promotion of that work
which Christ came into this world for—the salvation
of immortal souls, the founding and maintaining of
His holy Church. As Christ Himself, after His as-
cension, continually is presenting gifts unto men—
evangelists, pastors and teachers—for the perfection
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of His body, the Church,—so should the
benefactions of a Christian serve for the purpose of
leading men to their Savior. Knowing what he owes
to his beloved Lord, as well as that he is but a steward
of what God has given him in earthly possessions,
the faithful servant will select such objects” upon
which he wishes to practice benevolence, which tend
to serve the great and glorious cause of the Gospel.

Hence the objects of charity or benevolence for
which endowments ‘may be made are easily defined for
a Christian. They may be enumerated as the ad-
vancement of the work of the Church in its educational
institutions—preparatory schools, colleges, seminaries,
theological and normal—in its domestic and foreign
" missions, or as a charity—work among the poor,
needy, destitute, sick—orphans, feeble minded, etc., in
its charitable institutions, the character of such work
being essentially Christian.

With this field of charitable or benevolent objects
to choose from the question may present itself, what
consideration should move the mind of the giver in

making his choice of objects to which he will give of
his wealth. The first consideration most naturally
should.be the selection of the purpose which appeals
most strongly to the mind and good judgment of the
giver. Ifitis an educational institution of the Church,
the donor should be convinced of its importance for
the furtherance of Christ’s Kingdom in preparing
young men for the ministry of the Gospel and for
Christian day-schools, of the efficient and splendid
work that is being done there to that effect. He
should be assured of the fact that these institutions
adhere strictly to the doctrines of the Bible, being un-
contaminated from the spirit of modernism, teaching
the old truths as God has revealed them in His Word,
and that thus they are a true nursery of the Church
of Christ, and of the Lutheran faith in particular. If
it is work in the missionary field the giver may ask
himself, is the mission a promising one? Has it
come to stay and likely to continue for generations?

Is it sufficiently supplied with missionary forces? Are

the laborers acting in such missions faithful in their
work? Do they work for the Lord and His kingdom
only, perhaps under much privation and self-denial?
Has the race among which such mission is carried on
been benefited in such away that, after years of in-
cessant and arduous labor, Christianity has impressed
its benign influence upon the people? Or if it is a
charitable institution maintained and supported by the
dues of church members, like the Children’s Home
Finding Society, the Home for the Feeble-Minded,
training school for deaconesses, etc., the donor should
determine such questions as these: Is the institution
wisely managed? Is it assured the active and disin-
terested co-operation of a numerous body of sup-
porters? Is thé necessity for such work likely to con-
tinue? Will the gift tend to strengthen worthy hands
already at work?

Having decided on the choice of a charitable or
benevolent object, and determined the questions con-
nected with it, the giver should consider, furthermore,
the particular needs of such institutions or mission-
ary enterprises, and determine whether his gift is to
contemplate the expenditure of money for the general
work carried on or for special phases and needs of
such work. The latter may require the buying of land
for an institution of the Church, the erection of a new
building, of a dormitory, of a spacious library in which
students can meet for reading and study, the purchas-
ing of musical instruments, pianos, pipe organ, or it
may be necessary to extend missionary work, to open
new fields, to establish mission schools, etc.

No one will question the propriety of such consid-
erations. Not only will they tend to bring the Lord’s
work we are doing, in its various phases, vividly before
one’s mind, but they may also open many an oppor-
tunity hitherto not thought of seriously nor presented
to the Lord in our prayers—opportunities for further-






















