The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us.

.1 Kings 8: 57
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LUTHER AT THE DIET AT WORMS

1521 April Eighteenth

He stands alone before a vast ensemble

Of churchly potentates, and priests, and kings.

Nor doth the lordly concourse make him tremble,

For to the armor of the Lord he clings!

He stands alone,—the Saxon monk, the lowly,

Alone, yet not alone, for ‘at his side 5
The guards invisible, majestic, holy,—

The hosts angelic steadfastly abide.

“RECANT!” From out the august, princely diet
The word is hurled at him in thunder-tones!

A solemn pause,—a hush,—a moment’s quiet,

And lordly occupants of earthly thrones

Gaze at the one they deéem so unprotected.

Their carnal eyes see not the aids divine!
When lo, upon his visage is reflected

. The light that in the sphere above doth shine!

“Except I be convinced from Scripture’s pages,

T’ll nevermore recant,” is his reply! .
What though Hell’'s mighty host against him rages?
Armed with the WORD all foes he can defy!

“T’ll not retract a word that I have written,

Unless assured from Scripture that I erred!”

Thus with a blow the Papacy was smitten,

Felled by the monk who trusted God,—and dared!

He stands defiantly before the princes,

His conscience bound in God’s inspired Word!
Neée’er for a moment from the Truth he winces,
And like a clarion cry his voice is heard:—
“I can’t do otherwise! God help me, Amen!”

“To, here I starid! His WORD will I defend!”
Thus spake the lowly one, in humble raiment,—
Theoakf whom neither wind nor storm could bend!

The years roll on. The Truth that he had spoken

Hangs in the balance on the battle-field.

Ah, nevermore will holy vows be broken!

Ah, nevermore will Heav'n-born ‘courage yield!

The hallowed soil on which they fell is gory

With martyr’s blood. FE’er faithful unto death

They won the victor’s prize,—the crown of glory,

And still sing on:—“THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH!”

Through war and tumult, strife and Inquisition,
The Church of Jesus meekly bore His cross.
Ne'er wavering from Scripture’s Rock-position,
She patiently endured the pain, the loss!

Her garments free from Popery’s pollution,
She faced the martyrdom of stake and sword,
Unmoved amid proud Babylon’s confusion,
She followed in the footsteps of her Lord!

Ye thrice-blest heirs of Reformation glory,
Ye children of the Light, will ye not vow
To spread the Holy Gospel’s precious story

1921

Q’er all the earth, till ev'ry knee shall bow

And ev’ry tongue confess the risen Savior

The King of Kings,—the mighty Lord of Lords?
Sing praises to His holy Name forever,

Salvation, full and free, His grace affords!

O work while it is day,—ye heirs of Freedom!

The night doth come, when earthly toil must cease. .
He Who has conquered on the fields of Edom,

Shall flood your hearts with sweet, celestial peace!

Till with the Church Triumphant ye adore Him,

And cast your golden crowns before His throne,

In love and gratefulnes bow down before Him,

The Crucified as Lord and Master own!

O keep us in Thy WORD, Thou precious Jesus!

The days are evil. Unbelief abounds!

As Judgment nears, the battle’s heat increases,

We hear false doctrine’s harsh, discordant sounds!

Keep Thou us loyal to the Truth forever,

Thy Holy WORD alone shall be our Guide!

O dearest Lord, we pray Thee, leave us never, N
Till we have anchored safe on Canaan’s side!

We pray Thee, blest Redeemer, Savior, Master,
Lead Thou Thy blood-bought Church forevermore!
Protect her from the storm-clouds of disaster,
And pilot her to yonder heav’nly shore!
O fill her with the unction of Thy Spirit!
In Word and Sacrament with her abide,
Till in the Father’s House she doth inherit
The “many mansions” as Thy chosen Bride!
ANNA HOPPE,
Milwaukee, Wis.

(In commemoratlon of the Quadri-centennial of the Djgt of
Worms).

“He Hath Made His Wonderful Works To Be Remem-

bered: The Lord Is Gracious And Full Of"

Compassion.” Psalm 111 :4.

Well may we apply these words of the Psalmist to

the institution of the Lord’s Supper, the most wonder-
ful.institution ever founded on earth, as, indeed, they
have a prophetic, a Messianic bearing on it. It was
at the annual celebration of the passover during
the Old Testament dispensation, that the 111th Psalm,
of which these words constitute an integral part, was
sung in praise of the Lord who had ordained for His
people the eating of the paschal lamb in memory of the
passing over of the angel of destruction in that last
and darkest of nights under the Egyptian bondage.
Now that very ordinance of old was a type and figure
of this New Testament institution. '

our passover is sacrificed for us,” says Paul the apostle.

“For even Christ’
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Great and wonderful, therefore, that sacrament of the
old covenant was in its significance foreshadowing the
wonderful works of God,' much more so is this sacra-
ment of the New Covenant, for while the old had the
figure, the emblem, this one has the substance.

This institution of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ founded in that awful night preceding His cru-
cifixion is indeed wonderful, wonderful in its nature
and contents, as well as in its object. It is wonderful,
in the first place, because in it is embodied the most
wonderful work of God. Who can fathom that inscru-
table mystery, the redemption of the world by the
sufferings and death of the incarnate Son of God on
Calvary? To redeem lost and condemned sinners
when nothing less than incensed wrath should have
been expected which would hurl them into eternal
damnation, to pay the penalty for the huge guilt of
man, which no sacrifice of the world could pay for, to
pardon sin in the face of divine justice and righteous-
ness, to be reconciled unto those who were God’s ene-
mies, acquitting them from all guilt, offering them eter-
nal peace and adopting them as God’s dear sons—
that is a work of God which surpasses all human un-
derstanding, which is beyond the conception of man’s
reason. It is “the mystery which hath been hid from
ages-and from generations, but now is made manifest
to God’s saints.” Col. 1:25. Tt isin this most wonder-
ful and most blessed of all of His works, the sacrificing
of His beloved Son on the cross for the salvation of
mankind, that the just and righteous God revealed
Himself as the gracious Lord full of compassion upon,
and full of love and mercy for us sinners, and it is this
work that. will ever be remembered to His glory by
the myriads of those who have been saved. Yea, it is
for .this work the cry shall be heard in all eternity,
saying with a loud voice, “Salvation to our God which
sitteth upon the throne and unto the Lamb’”

Now it is this most wonderful and most glorious
work of God that is embodied in the Sacrament of the
Altar; for that is based upon the very mystery of our
redemption. This is apparent from the nature and
contents thereof. The contents of this sacrament,—
what are they? The contents of the sacrament of the
Old Covenant, the Covenant of type and figures, were
the body and blood of a lamb ; the contents of the sac-
rament of the New Testament, the Covenant of reali-
ties, are the body and blood of the Son of God.
There can be no doubt as to this. The Lord expresses
this in clear and unmistakable words. Giving the
bread to His disciples He said: “Take, eat, this is my
body, which is given for you.” And passing the cup
He said: “Take, drink ye all, of it. This cup is the
new testament in my blood.” With the bread He
gives His body, that body which was made a sacrifice
for us; and with the wine He gives His blood, that
blood which was shed in atonement for sin.

Language cannot say this more plainly than He
says it. Nor would the Lord have Himself misun-
derstood here. He will not suffer the words of His
last testament and will to be changed or interpreted,
so as to conform to our understanding of the same.
Any interpretation of our own to render it plausible
to human reason would empty this sacrament of its
precious contents, and consequently strip it of its char-
acter of being the most wonderful institution ever
founded. Brethren, true Christian faith takes the
Lord at His Word, and therefore without any hesita-
tion answers the question, What is the Sacrament of
the Altar? as our Catechism answers, and as the church
has always answered it, in the plain words, “It is the
true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under
the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat and to
drink, instituted by Christ Himself.”

“He hath made his wonderful works to be remem-
bered.” Wonderful in its nature and contents, this
sacrament must also be wonderful in the object for
which it was instituted. What is that object? May
we ask, before answering the question, what does it
mean that God has made His wonderful works to be
remembered, above all His most wonderful work—the
reconciling the world unto Himself by the crucifixion
of Christ—what does it mean that it should be remem-
bered? "Does it mean only this that we keep such all-
important and all-saving work in memory only as an
historic fact? Certainly not. It means that the great
blessings of God’s work shall be conveyed to us, that
we trust in them, be benefited and comforted by them,
in short that our faith concerning our salvation through
Christ be firmly rooted and established.

So here in this blessed institution of the ZLord.
That is not a mere feast of remembrance, not a mere
outward ceremony to remind us of Christ’s suffering
and death. No, the Lord’s Supper is the Lord’s testa-
ment, and we all know, a testament is an instrument
by, in and through which the possessions of him who
makes the testament are conveyed to his heirs. Itisa
means of grace communicating to us the very treasures
for which Christ gave His body and shed His blood,
namely the forgiveness of sins and together with that
all spiritual blessings, life and salvation. Our Lord’s
own words make us certain of this: Given and shed
for you for the remission of sins.” There can be no
greater assurance given that our sins are forgiven and
that we are reconciled unto God than the body and
blood of Christ. The very ransom with which Christ
Himself paid the debts of all the world, is here given
into our possession. If God should demand a new
price for our redemption, we could pay it by offering
unto Him the body and blood of Christ which we eat
and drink in Holy Communion. And thus‘to strength-
en our faith in the atoning death of Christ, to be as-
sured of our own personal redemption and salvation,
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to receive the greatest consolation which Christ Him-
self can give us, is the great object of this sacrament,
and so standing, as it does, in most beautiful harmony
with ‘the whole counsel of God, that we are saved
through faith in Christ, it is a wonderful institution,
a precious memorial of God’s wonderful works.
Lenten Noonday Sermon. J. T

COMMENTS

The Emerson Bill Our representative at Washing-

' ton in sending us a copy of the
Emerson Bill remarks: “I am also enclosing a copy
of another dangerous bill. We ought to take energetic
action against it. These bills sometimes appear very
innocent on the surface and yet back of them are sin-
ister aims. They are liable to great abuse.”

A BILL

“To punish the sending through the mails any publi-
cation that stirs up racial or religious hatred.

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled, That the sending of any publication or
printed matter through the mails that contains any
statement or article the obvious purpose of which is to
stir up racial or religious hatred is hereby prohibited.

“Sec. 2. That any person or persons found guilty
under section 1 of this Act shall be punished by a fine
of not exceeding $5,000 or imprisonment not exceeding
five years, or both.”

It requires no great imagination to see the dangers
of this bill. Whatever the intentions of the framer
may have been, he is leading us toward the abolition
of the freedom of the press. There is no paper pub-
« lished against which complaint could not be raised
under such a law. Any well organized body would
be able to wage a campaign against the interests of
our country without fear of being disturbed in its plans
by the disclosure in our papers of its purposes and
methods.

No church paper could warn. its readers against
dangers that threaten their faith, for to warn could be
interpreted as stirring up religious hatred. We love
peace, but we do not want it at such a cost.

The comments on this bill are very interesting.
The Lutheran Companion prints the protest of the
Sacramento Church Federation:

“Hon. C. F. Curry, House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.

“Representing thousands of Sacramento Protest-
ants, we petition you to submit to Congress our vigor-
ous protest against Emerson Bill, H. R. 14658. To
our minds its wording, ‘preventing religious hatred,’

is a smoke screen. This measure, thus camouflaged, -

will build machinery to destroy undoubted basic
American right of criticism. Religious journals,

though sometimes extreme, are best media for distri-
bution of certain news, including that exposing propa-
ganda. To pass Emerson bill, denying right of free
press, is dangerously reactionary and revolutionary.”

The secretary of the Federation is quoted as fol-
lows:

“Although America is now practicallysat peace, the
Emerson Bill, referred to in the enclosed telegram, in
our minds, attempts a censorship more dangerous than
that to which all patriotic Americans cheerfully sub-
mitted under the necessities of war.

“Any one familiar with the workings of Jesuitism
throughout the centuries knows that the identical force
which impoverished Spain and Portugal by eliminating
their best blood through sending to the stake the men
who dared think, finds the philosophy behind the In-
quisition again at work in such legislation as this.”

Then the Companion adds:

“From the above it is easy to see what is brewing
in the world to-day, and it behooves Protestants, es-
pecially in America, to have their eyes opened and not
to have their liberties as Christian citizens in any
sense curtailed by a power that centers in a foreign
potentate who, as the head of the Church, claims to be
the visible representative of God on earth.

“That the Catholic Church expects to lay all
Europe again at the feet of the Pope as a result of the
War is no longer a secret. Berlin, we have been told,
is to have a papal nuncio. It would not surprise us if
efforts would be made to have similar nuncios at the
courts of the three Scandinavian countries. And then,
if there should be a papal nuncio at the court of King
George and another at Paris, the temporal power
would again be established in all Europe, practically.

“But we did not for a moment suspect that the
designs of the Pope on America would become appar-
ent so soon. We are watching with keen interest what
our newly elected President may do in this matter.
Had the old régime been continued in power, it would
not have surprised us in the least if there had been a
papal nuncio in Washington also. Is it not high time
that the American people bestir themselves? It is
not a question of preaching hatred. It is merely a
question of refusing to acknowledge the temporal
power of the Pope, to which he has neither divine nor
human rights.

“If the readers of the Lutheran Companion can do
no more, they can at least protest to their Congress-
men and Senators against the passage of the Emerson
Bill, after they have learned its content. We advise
them to do this at their earliest convenience.”

J. B.

* % % %k 4

An “All Church” Ticket The papers tell us that

Twin® Falls, Idaho, has
“distinguished” itself: “Churches of Twin Falls have
joined in placing in the field an ‘all church’ ticket for
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the coming city election.” We confess to a strong
suspicion that the bodies thus active are fast “extin-
guishing” themselves as churches. We do not know
what conditions prevail in Twin Falls and are there-
fore unable to say how such a report came to be
spread throughout the land; but this much must be
said: a report like the above works immense harm
to the church, and the churches of a community are in
duty bound to avoid everything that might give rise
to it. The ends for which the church works cannot be
achieved by laws or the administration of lawsand
therefore the church cannot afford to be represented as
a legislative or administrative body, it puts her in a
false position. The church’s aim must be to make new
creatures of men by the preaching of the Gospel of
Christ Jesus; the state 'is God’s institution to keep
order in the world. If the church but makes Christ-
ians of a people she will not need to concern herself
as to organizing and marshalling forces in a commu-
nity: in all the questions that touch on her well-being
the enlightened Christian will know the correct stand.
It is the obtrusive “Jack of all trades” who lays him-
self open to the suspicion that “he is master of none.”

G.

¢ * * * ES *

“Look to your Sun-
day School,” says the

The American Sunday School

Western Christian Advocate.

“If you were face to face with the fact that democ-
racy was in peril and threatened with death, to what
would you turn as its only hope? This question is

being asked by men who feel that the form of govern- -

ment we are prizing so highly is desperately in need of
being defended against its enemies. It is the con-
viction that great forces must be developed in the na-
tional life which will make it impossible for the enemies
of democracy to live within its borders. The fine
flower of Christian civilization is democracy with its
wonderful ideals of freedom and liberty and self-reali-
zation. When these are attacked, as they are to-day,
the nation must find the great defense and prepare to
give it all the possible accentuation and prominence.

“The average American knows ‘that there are a

ideals.
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number of defenses which lie behind the free institu-
tions which we value as fundamental to our future.
These we know to be the public!e schools and state
educational institutions and the -church schools scat-
tered over the land, and the parochial schools and the
American Sunday schools. He also knows that of all
these institutions the day schools and the Protestant
Sunday schools are the most democratic. But if he
looks for the one organization which carries the real
hope of democracy, in which one would he find it?
What are the ideals upon which democracy rests?
The public schools have been stripped of their -re-
ligious element. They can not propagate religious
Democracy is fundamentally based upon re-
ligious conceptions. Then back of the public school
is to be found another institution which functions in
behalf of democracy after the public school has fin-
ished its work. The parochial schools can not be
looked upon as an indispensable support to democ-
racy, for they are not democratic in their purposes.
They are built upon the group idea. They do not
function in behalf of all, but of their own kind. The
American Sunday schools operate on a democratic
level in behalf of all the people in the community.
They are based upon volunteer service and seek to
serve men,. women, and children of all classes and
grades of society.”

We cannot begin to untangle the various ideas so -

sadly confused in this article and will, consequently,
not discuss the relation between Christianity and de-
mocracy, nor speak of the various enemies of our free
institutions for whom it is to be made impossible to
live within our borders. We appreciate it that the Ad-

vocate mentions among the defenses of our institution-

also the church schools scattered over the land. Still
we cannot quite understand the discrimination in faver
of the Sunday school which is here clearly expressed.
The parochial schools, we are told, “are built upon the
group idea. They do not function in behalf of all, but

of their own kind.” Consequently, “they are not dem- -

ocratic in their purpose.”

Where does the difference lie? In the form of the
institutions? - Sunday schools are conducted by indi-
vidual congregations; so are the parochial schools.
In Sunday schools men and women render volunteer
service; no less do members of churches maintaining
parochial schools render volunteer service in paying for
their support. The Sunday schools are operated in
behalf of all the people in the community, that is for

those who choose to attend thein; the parochial

schools also are open to every one who wants to avail
himself .of their blessings, irrespective of all classes
and grades of society.

In this respect we see very little difference between
the two, unless it is the confessional group idea in the
parochial schools that makes them less' democratic.
















