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In the s, many of our Wisconsin Synod's

.

congregations which were located in Milwaukee's dnner-city

o

began to stumbla. Technological and sconomic advancements

to move from the crowded housing o

way originally to reduce travel distances), out to the

declined, because the market wag flooded

could not afford to live elsewhere. "Thus the neighborhood
declined, from middle class to poor, a2 neighborhood we now

call the “inner citv'" (Westendorf, "Amazing” 21). Because

the majority of WELS members were middle class, they, too,

left the cityv and moved to the suburbs, often forming or
‘oining congregations in those areas. With the reduction 1

members and the absence of their offerings, the ci

congregations in some way, but the general ex
that these churches would relocate. Pastor Rolfe Westendort
gives three reasons Tor this expectation., He feels many

thought that since the inner-city areas were becoming more

7.8 did not belong, because "emotional blacks™

inner-city. With the churches that already existed there
we would be stealing sheep. This thinking represented an

o3
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The WELS was sending missionaries Lo Afvica,
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but did not appear to be helping the blacks in her own back

consider relocation as an option for survival. The District

stumbling block ezisted., Home Missions in general had

k‘-'

discovered recently limitations on congregationa

dependence, because new opportunities to start missions had

arisen. Conservative members of LCOMS, LCAR, and ALC churches
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ity. The result: The Board for Home Missions
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The previous serves as background information to the

advent and subseguent history of the pregrsm Northside

Lutheran Ministries (NLM). This thesis will trace the
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history of NLM, looking at the problem in the inner-city
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the heart of 1. The Synod

Following the first two vears of the program, Siebert

e . ~ £ oy 3 £ + [ o s S T o
X a helper for pilot projects. Because the Board
fOV' T s BT oo - T o P I Ao Do e e g = e e 4."#@ N ]

For Home Misgilonsg was overseelng tnhne project, Thne menders
loocked for BOUrCe, Trn the mean time, NLM survived

They had some difficulty deciding whether or not they
to NLM, but when David Timm took 2s chairman,

to the economically
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