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The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, norfy © 'g jus. 1 Kings 8: 57.
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IMMANUEL Shall we still dlr're;d"erd’s displeasure,

 Immanuel — God with us!

The Lord had promised this by the mouth of His
prophet Isaiah: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” The
Virgin Mary had received the announcement: “Be-
~ hold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth
a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest.”
And now the shepherds on the fields of Bethlehem
hear the glad tidings: “Unto you is born this day, in
the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”

Th’ eternal Father’s only Son

For a manger leaves His throne;
Disguised in our poor flesh and blood
Is now the everlasting God.

He whom the world could not inclose
Doth in Mary’s lap repose,

He is become an infant small-

Who by His might upholdeth all.

“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto him-
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them.”

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten ‘Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.”

“But God commendeth His love toward us, in that,
while we were vet sinners, Christ died for us.”
Immanuel — God with us!

Who to save
Freely gave
Us His dearest treasure?

To redeem us, He hath given
His own Son

From the throne

Of His might in heaven.

Immanuel — God with us!

“If God be for us, who can be against-us? He that _

spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things.”

“I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor an-
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pres-
ent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, not
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus.”

Then “Fear not,” but join in the angels’ song of
praise; “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.”

Hasten mortals, to adore Him;
Learn His name and taste His joy;
Till in heaven ye sing before Him;
Glory be to God most high!

Let us learn the wondrous story
Of our great Redeemer’s birth;
Spread the brightness of His glory,
Till it cover all the earth.

Immanuel — God with us! J. B.

COMMENTS

A Ray of Never within modern times has humanity -

Light looked forward to the blessed Christmas

season with greater hopes and greater ex-
pectations. As this is written war-ridden Europe
flashes us the message that peace is a possibility. Ger-
many is offering peace upon what is generally con-
ceded to be a very reasonable basis. Its people have
made no secret of the fact that they desire peace.
The most -severe censorship in other countries has
been unable to hide the fact that the peoples of all
other belligerent nations desire peace no less. The
warmakers, those interested for reasons of personal
gain or prestige to continue the war, are«not entitled
to speak for those countless millions that are bearing
the heavy burden of sacrifice in blood and treasure.
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Will these pleading voices be permitted to exert their
influence for a cessation of bloodshed? Our hopes
and desires may be the cause of undue expectations.
" We may underestimate the measure of human pride
and greed that prefers untold suffering and misery
to an equitable solution as matters now stand. The
decision seems to rest with one nation—England,
AND WITH GOD. Has the Lord decreed that the
chastisement is sufficient unto the ends He has deter-
mined to reach? In the conduct of England we shall
read the answer. The expressions from our own
countrymen on the day the first messages reached
our shores filled us with mingled emotions. Our
greatest. men, ih spite of the wearying repetitions
about humanitarian ideals throughout the course of
the war, have nearly invariably voiced their opinions
on the possible peace in terms anything but humani-
tarian. We read of their fears and hopes for their
investments, of their fears for the economic and indus-
trial welfare of our war-inflated business. We read of
their tender regard for the sentiments of this or that
belligerent. If the belligerents themselves are no
more humanitarian than our neutrals, then hope of
peace must be deferred until another Christmas will
follow another year of battle and strife. And we read
from the pen of a selfappointed leader of religious
thought an expression as strange and startling as
some of the others were cruel and callous. Dean
Shailer Matthews, of the divinity school of the Uni-
versity of Chicago, said: “If a peace conference is
held, it is hoped it will include representatives not
only of the neutral nations, but also of organized
Christianity, the women, and labor.” Has Christianity
been at war? Are women a separate race? Is labor
not now an integral part of every great government?
Is this the muchvaunted spirit of progress that seri-
ously proposes these half-baked idiocies as a practical
solution to problems which are the result of the
national development of centuries? American Chris-
tianity is making itself ridiculous. It is forever obscur-
ing its plain duty by reaching out into everybody
else’s business and never attending to its own. It is
willing to trade off the imperial realm of its spiritual
kingdom for the mess of pottage of political influence.
In general, upon reading the expressions of “leading
chﬁrch‘men” on the probability of peace, we were de-
voutly thankful that these gentlemen were to have
no voice in the matter; no one can bungle a job that
requires a firm hand and a sound mind more thor-
oughly than the American churchman with his hope-
lessly befuddled views of the sphere of Christian activ-
ity. We persist in our hope that God has had mercy
on bleeding Europe and and will guide the hearts of
the men responsible to their nations into thoughts
and acts that will lead to a speedy and lasting peace.
We base our hope on the conviction that God guides
all things on earth, that He in His mercy can

alone bring about so desirable an end. H K. M.
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Funston and For some time there has been a little

Revivals tempest in a little teapot on the Mex-
ican border. This time Villa was not
the cause. The facts seem to be that a Rev. Dr.

Gambrell, acting as secretary of a Baptist convention,
inspected the military camps on the border. He de-
cided to hold revivals with the soldiers and for that
purpose needed the consent of the commander, Major--
General Frederick Funston. The General refused per-
mission, and perhaps taken aback by the unusual
request, made a more extended reply than public men
customarily make in disposing of petty annoyances.
He said something about the soldiers not being in
more need of improvement than other citizens. Then
Dr. Gambrell poured out the vials of his wrath and
scared the atmosphere with his heated. arguments
about the unfairness of military rule in this land of the

free. ‘Baptist conferences were induced to pass formal
resolutions of disapproval and General Funston was
bombarded with more letters than he had time to read,
protesting about one or the other statement made
during the course of the affair. Of course, Funston’s
order stood. -And why shouldn’t it? Just because
American citizens are under military rule when in the
service of their country they cannot be considered at
the command of any other American citizen who
happens to desire their enforced attendance at his
own particular kind of religious services. Revivals,
said Funston in disposing of the affair in a final letter,
were taken by him to mean the sort of service that
we usually associate with that term; an emotienal,
protracted, rather disorderly and noisy- gathering.

Even if some soldiers would be willing to have that
sort of thing, how could order be maintained? How
could the complaints of other soldiers be met, who
would protest against the upheaval caused in their
camp-life? Rather goodnaturedly Funston closes his
letter by addressing Dr. Gambrell directly and saying:
“Now let us be perfectly honest. Is it not a fact that
you were badly put out because I could not let you,
have your way about conducting revivals in the camps
and that you said to yourself: ‘“Why, the idea of that
obstinate little cuss not letting me do as I please and
presuming that he kiiows more about what soldiers like
than I do. I will warm his jacket and make it just as
disagreeable for him as I can.” If-you will acknowledge
that, I shall acknowledge that you succeeded and
everybody ought to be happy.” It was a controversy
that need not have arisen if the good Dr. Gambrell
had showed half as much common sénse as General

Funston. “H. K. M.
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Does the Lodge Oppose Does the lodge oppose the
the Church? Church? Against the em-

phatic denial of many lodge
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members, we assert that it does. We do this without
casting' any reflections on the honesty of those who
declare that they have never found any opposition to
the Church in the lodge; they simply do not under-
stand. When we say against the Church, we are not
thinking of the Lutheran church, or of any other par-
ticular Christian body, but of the One Holy Christian
Church, the Kingdom of Christ, outside of which there
is no salvation. This is composed of all believers in
Christ. It is founded on the Gospel. Without the
Gospel there is no Church. He who denies the Gospel
is- attacking the foundation of the Church. But the
Gospel is the announcement of the grace of God in
Christ Jesus: “God was in Christ, reconciling the
world unto himself.” 2 Cor. 5:19. The Gospel teaches
Christ as the only Savior: “Neither is there salvation
in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.”
“Acts 4: 12. Whoever believes and teaches that a man
can be saved without Christ is an enemy of the Gospel
and, consequently, of the Church. He is opposing
Christ and destroying souls.

And that is what the lodge does, every lodge, not
only the Masonic. We have before us a report on the
latest memorial service of the Elks of Milwaukee. The
Hon. W. D. Bartholomew of Chicago spoke. Here are
a few of his utterances: “We are setting up material
here for our future dwelling. A smile, a word of
encouragement to an unfortunate brother, or a step
talken to aid another, all are material to build up our
future dwelling. We have a mission to perform, my
brothers. Our departed brothers have performed their
duties and have gone to their perfect rest.” * *
“Let us be of some service to our loved ones and
brothers so that you may say safely ‘when the roll is
called yonder, I'll be there’” Salvation by works,
pure and simple. A salvation without Christ. Lest the
matter remain doubtful, Rabbi Samuel Hirshberg de-
 livered the invocation. Here the Elks have made a
" confession of their faith, a faith that contradicts the
Gospel; are we, therefore, wrong in saying that the
lodge of Elks opposes the Church? ‘ J. B.

A Sad Condition A sad condition is revealed by a
) story the Lutheran Church Work
and Observer tells:

“A Lutheran pastor recently recited to us the follow-
ing incident: Before the ministerial association of his
city he read a paper on “Justification by Faith.” He
was the only Lutheran minister in the company ; the
rest belonged to various other communions. After the
reading of the paper, he was taken to task for teaching
that man is justified by faith alone. The other minis-
ters believed in justification by faith, but not by faith
alone. Presently, when he succeeded in getting the
floor, he said he wanted to know where the association
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stood; and, therefore, he asked the questioh, “How
many of you accept the doctrine of justification by faith
alone?” Not one of them responded. There was either
very hazy theological thinking in that association
(with the exception of the Lutheran pastor), or else
many of the members had gotten over upon Roman
Catholic ground—that men are justified partly by
faith and partly by works. Is it not time to celebrate
the Reformation by a republication and advocacy of
its cardinal doctrines?”

We are glad to learn that the Lutheran pastor in

question is clear on the doctrine of justification and

that he made a good confession before that ministerial
association. May we assume that he is not a member
of it, but was present on that occasion merely as an
invited guest? If this should not be the case, we fear
his theological thinking is, in some matters at least,
nearly as hazy as that of the other members of the
conference. He would still have to learn with whom
we may hold religious fellowship. J. B.
Roman Catholic  Archbishop Mundelein of Chicago
Instruction has inaugurated what must be
termed a reform for his diocese.
There is to be a course of doctrinal lectures covering a
period of five years. Every year there will be fifty-two
lessons, one for every Sunday. They are to be held
in the same order in each church of the diocese so
that any parishioner may keep in line by attending the
lecture in any town in which he happens to find himself
of a Sunday. The first year will cover the Apostles’
Creed. In a church where doctrinal preaching is at a
premium, this must be termed a distinct advance. But
judged in the light of past experiences, the course will
be utilized to establish the dominance of the church
more firmly. Catholicism has sometimes felt its hold
on its people in America slipping; in our mixed popu-
lation the priest, though not lacking in effort, rarely
succeeds in occupying the position of first counselor to
his people in all their affairs, as he does in other more
solidly Romanist communities. Sound preaching would
be as doctrinal and as instructive as any other system,
probably more so. This course, leaving the preaching
as unsatisfactory as before, will be no more than a
training school in the imperial Romanist idea. In
another way it is just as well to be warned of a danger
that lurks in this lecture course. Many never think
of going to mass with their Romanist friends, but, of
course, a lecture is something different. You can
always get people to go to a lecture. In that way this
course may be utilized for propaganda purposes very

shrewdly.. Especially in the many cases of prospective -

mixed marriages the non-Catholic party may be in-
duced to go once or twice and then the opening is
made for the practicing of all those wiles which are

resorted to in proselyting. We have begun to admire

the resourcefulness of Archbishop Mundelein in doing



















