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The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8: 57.
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THE LAMB OF GOD course of so many men in these vital matters. They
Sinners, behold the Lamb of God seek publicit).r and. r}otice, any extreme will serve their
Whis takes: away 6ur gile: purpose; their spiritual needs are submerged by the
Look to the precious, priceless blood, demands of their vanity. The Church is neither helped
That Jews and Gentiles spilt. nor harmed by their antics, and the public that permits
From heaven He came to seck and save, itself to be hoodwinked by these men in cap and bells
Leaving His blest abode; is determined to deceive itself in any event.
To ransom us, Himself He gave; H. K. M.
“Behold the Lamb of God.” * ok ox ok ok
He canie to take the sintiet’s place, God’s Idle Under the heading “God’s Idle Houses”
And shed His precious blood; Houses the Saturday Evening Post in a recent is-
Let Adam’s guilty, ruined race, ‘ sue gives statistics on the value of church
“Behold the Lamb of God.” property in the United States. This, according to the
Sinners to Jesus then draw near, Census Bureau, has increased from ten dollars and
Invited by His Word, seventy-nine cents a head in 1890 to fourteen dollars
The chief of sinners need not fear; and ninety-three cents in 1906, at which date it amount-
“Betigld s Latibgt God” ed to a billion dollars.
Backsliders too, the Savior calls, The writer says: “It would be easy to pick sta-
And washes in His blood; tistics in other fields that show a larger total and a
Arise, return from grievous falls; more rapid gain, but not so easy to find another equally
“Behold the Lamb of God.” : .
large investment that is used for such a small part of
Spirit of grace, to us apply the time. A great part of the church property is oc-
Immanuel’s precious blood; . cupied, at most, ten hours a week.” He ascribes an
That we may with the saints on high, ; . . .
“Behold the Lamb of God.” important part of the increased investment to competi-
tive building, “one denomination putting up a fine
structure just because some other denomination has
COMMENTS done so.” Then, having touched on the inadequate
salary of the average Protestant minister, he con-
Extremes A group of literary men of England that cludes: “Extensive unification of Protestant churches
Meet are very much in the public eye have made would be the most hopeful sign in the religious field

it a point to be khown as men of very old-
fashioned views in matters of religion. In spite of
their enlightenment they have boasted of adopting
with all its fanciful myths the traditions of the Roman
church. They have gone out of their way to make a
display of their reactionary course. Omne of them re-
cently came to America and, acting as spokesman for
the rest, he explained that he and his fellows took up
this course because they were sure they would attract
more attention by their affected childish simplicity and
their mediaeval faith in religion and other questions
than by the most radical denials of Christian doctrine.
Tt is a fad with them to pose as orthodox men because
they think that the public will take more notice of
them if they assume that pose, than if they join with
the masses that are forever taking up new things and
denying the old. Such “faith,” of course, is a mockery
and is in no way different from the fashion it replaces.
It shows most clearly, however, what decides the

that we can think of. Movements in that direction
start now and then, but make comparaiively little
headway.”

Does the writer take so keen an interest in the wel-
fare of the Church that he is planning to make its
work as effective as possible, or does he fear that our
country will some day find itself impoverished by the
extravagant expenditure of money for religious pur-
poses? The latter appears to be the case with many,
some of them outside of the pale of the Church, for we
frequently find articles of this nature in our newspapers
and periodicals. Not long ago the secretary of some
new organization for farmers frankly declared that the
existence of several churches in a small community is
a burdensome tax to our financial resources.

We are surprised that it is always the Church that
receives such advice, nothing being said of the cost of
theaters, dance halls, and other places of amusement,
or of the expense of maintaining innumerable lodges
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with their equipment, conventions, etc. Has the
Church alone so many solicitous friends, is it actually
wasteful in the administration of its affairs, or is its
work of such minor importance that it must be re-
garded a luxury which could be curtailed without a
loss to the people?

Assuming that the writer does not want to say
this, why does he deplore the fact that church build-
ings are used but a few hours a week? Our fire appa-
ratus and our ambulances are not constantly in use,
but he would hardly call them a poor investment, or
advocate that the engines be used for washing win-
dows between runs, and that the ambulances deliver
parcels when not conveying patients.

Any investment is good when its purpose is good
and when it serves this purpose. And this is the case
with our churches. They are erected for the highest
possible purpose, to be places of preaching and of
public worship. And they serve this purpose. If the
writer means to say that our congregations ought to
meet more frequently and that none should remain
absent when services are being held, we agree with
him; but if he would suggest that these buildings be
put to some other use between services, we disagree.
And we have Scripture for us in the matter. We know
that the Infinite cannot be encompassed by walls and
that the blessings of God are not restricted to certain
places, yet Solomon built the beautiful temple at God’s
command, and the Savior would have the sanctity of
God’s House respected. “Take these things hence;
make not my Father’s house an house of merchandise.”
It is not a waste to dedicate a building exclusively to
this service of God, nor is it extravagance to make our
churches as beautiful as possible. Tt is but proper that
Christians who occupy fine homes should see to it that
their church is not a cheap, shabby structure. David
felt this when he said to Nathan: “See now, I dwell
in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth with-
in curtains.” We would like to believe that this spirit,
ratiter than that of competition, moves our Christians
to make their house of worship a place of beauty.

And, finally, as far as the proposed unification of
churches of different denominations is concerned, we
hold that something that is of vastly greater import-
ance than any consideration of finance forbids it, our
respect for the Word of God. Our conscience is en-
tirely at rest in spite of these statistics and we feel that
we can safely assure the writer that our country will
never suffer want on account of the great expenditure
of moneys for religious purposes. If we must retrench,
let us begin somewhere else. J. B.

THE KING OF KINGS

There is but one way for mortal speech to picture
the glory of the God of Heaven and Earth—to describe

Him as the King. Kingship and the admiration that is
bestowed upon it by men of lower rank is entirely
unsatisfactory in describing so inconceivably great a
thing as the glory of God, but it is the best men know.
David, himself a king, glorifies his God by calling Him
the ruler of all in terms of earthly royalty. Kings are
not in themselves so exalted that the human race has,
through all its changing views of government, retained
that idea as the highest expression of glory, it is rather
the thought that a perfect king must necessarily be the
noblest being the mind of man can conceive. A ruler
who has the power to right all wrongs and who is
willing to right them is the very height of human
ideals in government. That all kings have failed to
reach so high a standard does not make the idea less
persistent. It is within easy reach when we describe
the glory of God who is such a ruler, a king of power
and righteousness.

Christ is God—He is that King. “He hath on His
vesture a name written: King of Kings and Lord of
Lords.” He is “the blessed and only Potentate, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords.” Christ Himself
taught His disciples to see in Him the glory of the
highest kingship whenever He bade them witness His
power. In His denial before Pilate of any transitory
kingship here on earth, He testifies to His higher king-
ship: “My Kingdom is not of this world . . . Thou
sayest that I am a king.”

For all of us that have been redeemed by our Savior
by His precious blood there is unmeasured joy and
consolation in this truth: Christ is King—our King!
His office did not cease when He had given us knowl-
edge of the will of the Father, it did not even cease
when He had done the great work of our salvation by
His suffering and death, it is not exhausted by what
we know of His intercession for us before the Throne
of the Most High—His office includes His supreme
power over all things as the King of Kings. If our
Savior is our King—what can harm us?

Since Christ is true Son of God, there was never a
time when He was not King. “In the beginning was
the Word (Christ) and all things were made
by him; and without him was not anything made that
was made.” This supreme power never left Him, it
was always His—even when he humbled himself and
was born into this world with the flesh and blood of
man. But it was during this time that His kingly
power was obscured by His obedience. His disciples
saw flashes of it in His miracles and His life compelled
the admiration of many so that they said: “What
manner of man is this?” But in general His royalty
was as hidden as it must have been to Pilate who
makes a jest of it at the trial and continues the sorry
jest when he inscribes upon the cross, “The King of
the Jews.”

But the risen Christ is different from the Christ on
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Calvary. In Him the true badge of kingship—power
—_is manifested above the power of death and all the
forces of Satan. That power is not a passing exertion,
it is the exercise of an eternal function. Ile has en-
tered upon the full possession of His royal splendor
and glory. And now the full meaning of His work
for us brings fruit. The human nature, which He as-
sumed to carry out the plan of salvation, remains in-
dissolubly associated with Him in His glory. He is
still the God-Man Jesus Christ. God the Father ele-
vates Him to “sit at His right hand in majesty and
power” according to this twofold nature of His person.

As King Jesus now reigns over all things. For
our own better understanding we may resolve the vast-
ness of His realm into three spheres. Creation in its
widest sense, as far as we know it, is the first of these
spheres. Nothing occurs in the heavens or on earth
without His will. He governs and shapes the destinies
of men and nations and worlds. “Not a sparrow falls
to earth” without His will; no event so great that its
magnitude would exceed the control of this King of
kings. When the earth is convulsed with the terror
of war and pestilence and earthquakes, we know it is
the hand of our Savior-King that rules the fate of man.
We know that there is no blindness in the course that
events take, we know there is no power that can turn
the ultimate blessings which He has intended for man
from their course. Not even the mistakes and willful
godlessness of the multitude of men can alter the de-
crees of the King. And this ruler is Christ—the ex-
alted Christ, the Christ that bled on Calvary, the Christ
that called us brother, the Jesus that knew us so well
as our fellowman. What if the nations do not bend
their knees in homage,—His rule goes on. It was one
of the eternal counsels of God that decreed this: “Thou
madest him to have dominion over the works of thy
hands; thou hast put all things under his feet.” And
St. Paul explains in Corinthians that this glory extends
to the human nature of Christ as well as it did to the
eternal divine nature: “And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all.”

Nearer and dearer to us is Christ our King as the
Ruler in the Kingdom of Grace. “Upon this rock (of
faith) will I build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it,” He told His disciples.
After His ascension unto heaven He is the power that
makes these words true. It is His Church, founded
by His grace—it remains His Church on the founda-
tion of that grace and sustained by Iis divine power.
While we may be troubled and while we may lose
heart, there is never any cause for such lack of faith—
Christ is King. Neither “the gates of hell” nor our
own weakness will lead to defeat of His cause because
He himself is in power and will lead His own to tri-

umph. e gathers them from all the ends of the earth
to receive His grace; He governs them with wisdom
and helpful power so that His grace may not be de-
feated. We need not grow excited about any human
devices that are to help the Church, Christ the King
helps His Church by His own power and does not
depend upon bishops, or pastors, or congregations. He
sends the men that are needed to do the work at the
right time; when a Luther is needed, the King sends
him—when the smallest congregation needs a pastor,
their King knows their need. When the turmoil of
public life reaches the portals of the sanctuary and
boasts and threats are made that the Church shall be
destroyed, it is the King that confounds the enemy.
Satan may be ever so watchful—our King and Guard-
ian will defeat his plots. Not, indeed, that He does
not use men to work His ends; a Luther does His
work, the preachers of the Word do His work, the
humblest Christian may be used by the King and that
ennobles the humblest work done in His name to the
highest dignity.

If we repose our trust entirely in the King, it is
not at all a blind trust, like the Mohammedan fatalism,
which simply considers itself impotent before the in-
scrutable power of God; it is the trust of those that
know wherein they trust. For the government of the
Kingdom of Grace is not hidden to us in effect—we
have the great Magna Charta of our liberty in the
Word. We know from that what the Lord is going
to do and what He has done, and from that we take
directions to carry on His work and carry out His will.
The Word and the Sacraments are the means by which
the Kingdom is extended, and the power that lies in
them is the power of the King. He may so shape the
course of events that many other things may help and
contribute to the greater glory of Ilis realm; Ile may
permit bloody persecutions to be the seed from which
the Church receives unlooked-for growth, but even
then the fruit is not ripened until the sun of His grace
shines down upon the new growth from the Word.

This Kingdom will not endure forever. When
Christ comes to judge the quick and the dead the end
of the world will have come and that will end the time
of grace. But then the subjects of this kingdom merely
pass onward into the highest domain of Christ’s king-
ship—into the Kingdom of Glory.

That is the goal toward which His rule leads us:
that we share the glories of heavenly perfection and
perfect knowledge and holiness with Him. “Where I
am, there shall also my servant be.” Christ entered
into this glory when He ascended into heaven; the
angels are a part of this Kingdom of Glory ; the saints
behold its joys. And when the Great Day comes, we
shall enter from this Kingdom of Grace into that of
Glory to be with our King forever. When that end
has been reached the glory of our King will have
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reached its highest perfection and it will be retained
for all time. “When the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he
sit upon the throne of his glory Then shall the
King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye
blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world.” H. K. M.

POPE BENEDICT'S PRAYER FOR PEACE

To be Read in All Catholic Churches in United States,
Sunday, March 21

Following is the text of the prayer for the restora-
tion of peace in Europe which Pope Benedict has or-
dered to be recited in all the Catholic churches in the
United States on Passion Sunday, March 21:

“Dismayed by the horrors of a war which is bring-
ing ruin to peoples and nations, we turn, O Jesus, to
Thy most loving heart as to our last hope. O God of
Mercy, with tears we invoke Thee to end this fearful
scourge; O King of Peace, we humbly implore the
peace for which we long. From Thy sacred heart
Thou didst shed forth into the world divine charity so
that discord might end and love might reign among
men. During Thy life on earth Thy heart beat with
tender compassion for the sorrows of men; in this
hour made terrible with burning hate, with bloodshed
and with slaughter, once more may Thy divine heart
be moved to pity.

“Pity the countless mothers in anguish for the fate
of their sons, for the numberless families now bereaved
of their fathers; pity Europe' over which broods such
havoc and disaster. Do Thou inspire rulers and peo-
ples with counsels of meekness; do Thou heal discords
that tear the nations asunder; Thou who didst shed
Thy precious blood that they might live as brothers,
bring men together once more in loving harmony, and
as once before, to the cry of the Apostle Peter: ‘Save
us, Lord, we perish.” Thou didst answer with words
of mercy and didst still the raging sea, so now deign
to hear our trustful prayer and give back to the world
peace and tranquillity.

“And do thou, O most holy virgin, as in other times
of our distress, be now our help, our protector and our
safeguard. Amen.”

To many who read this prayer of Pope Benedict
for the restoration of peace among the warring nations
of the world, it may appear, at first sight, that the
prayer is prompted by a true Christian spirit, and that,
with the elimination of its last invocation, addressed
to the holy virgin, even protestant Christians might
join 1n 1it.

On closer examination, however, it will be found,
that this prayer is wholly in keeping with the doctrine
and policy of the Roman Catholic Church, and cannot
as such be made our prayer without denying the Chris-
tian spirit.

We venture to set forth a few pertinent points. In
the first place the prayer is prompted merely by human
feelings, and appeals to human feelings only. “Dis-
mayed,” it says, “by the horrors of a war which is
bringing ruin to peoples and nations, we turn, O Jesus,
to Thy most loving heart as to our last hope.” What

does the loving heart of Jesus, notably the son of the °

virgin Mary, here imply other than human feeling and
emotion, and from what other source can an appeal
to such feeling come than from merely human emo-
tion?

Furthermore, not a word is said as to the real cause
of this most colossal war in the history of the world
as well as of every other bloody war in history—the
guilt of men before God, having forgotten their Lord
and haughtily rejected His divine Word; not a word
of that indictment, by which the nations of the world
stand charged with crimes of a heinous nature, by
which God is highly provoked, as the prophet of old
intimates, saying, Hosea 4: 1. 2: “The Lord hath a
controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because
there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God,
in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and
stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and
blood toucheth blood. Therefore shall the land mourn,
and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish.”
Not a word 1is said of repentance, humbly confessing
unto God our sins as peoples of the world, justly de-
serving a righteous punishment and chastisement of
the Lord. It is only with tears that the Roman Pontiff
would invoke the God of mercy to end the fearful
scourge, but what that scourge is, as to whether it be
a punishment for sins, or merely a fatalistic calamity
and suffering, we are left in doubt.

It is, therefore, in vain we look in this Pontifical
prayer for the petition of that most important and nec-
essary gift of God for all the people on earth—the for-
giveness of sin. Most likely such a petition would not
be in keeping with the Roman Church. According to
her doctrine there can be no forgiveness of sins, no
life and salvation outside of the so-called Holy Catholic
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Church. Absolution from sin must be granted to all
through the office of the Roman priest. How then
could the papal Father consistently ask for forgiveness
of sin for the nations of the world and remain in har-
mony with the practices of his church?

Moreover, in his prayer for peace the Pope promul-
gates the modern belief of the universal brotherhood
of man and the fatherhood of God. He prays: “Do
Thou heal discords that tear the nations asunder; Thou
who didst shed Thy precious blood that they might
live as brothers, bring men together once more in lov-
ing harmony.” Whereas Christ has shed His blood as
a vicarious sacrifice for the sins of the world before
God, and all those who by the grace of God accept
of this salvation in their Savior through faith are
brothers—and they only—who live together in loving
harmony, being of one Spirit and of one faith.

Finally Pope Benedict’s prayer for peace is not of-
fered in the name of Jesus, but in the name of the
virgin Mary. She, the so-called holy Mother of the
Church, is invoked as the true help, as the protector
and safeguard of nations, an invocation idolatrous in
the extreme, yet wholly consistent with the doctrine
of the Roman Church.

To be sure, we, too, desire peace for the warring
nations, and for all the world, and we humbly ask it
of Almighty God. But while we earnestly plead for
peace at the Throne of Mercy, we humbly bow our-
selves before our just and righteous God, confessing
our manifold sins, asking Him to have mercy upon the
nations after having chastised them for their grave
offences; and when His most holy purposes have been
accomplished in this war of the world, He would end
it according to His gracious will and counsel for the
furtherance of His kingdom on earth. J. ]

“MEBBE 'TAIN’'T SO”

“Mebbe ’tain’t so,” reads a striking placard that
greets the eye and brings the smile as one enters a
certain printing office where they believe in looking
on the bright side of things.

The comfort-compelling phrase originated in a
story told of a grouchy Scotchman who, by his unfail-
ing ill forebodings and gloomy observations about
things in general, and the work around the office in
particular, got “on the nerves” of his fellow-laborers.
Desperation brings inspiration. They thought of a
plan to cure him. Every time he came around with
his pessimistic prophecies and “Gloomy Gus” com-
ments on things, they said never a word, but solemnly
presented him one of these placards, which they al-
ways managed to have at hand.

They were effective, and his cure was complete.
When things are looking blackest, when we are in a
state of nervous apprehension bordering on panic, and

things appear to our blurred vision to be on the very
verge of disaster, it might be worth our while to recall
the inelegant but optimistic little phrase, “Mebbe
‘tain’t so.”—Deaconess Advocate.

THE COMING OF THE NAZARENE

Music fills the Kidron dale,—a song has just begun,—
“Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna, David’s Son!”

The shouts are coming nearer, “see the procession now,”’
“Behold the palm-tree branches on Olivet’s fair brow!”

“For whom this great commotion?” “For whom this jubilee?”
“Jesus is here! The prophet! Jesus of Galilee!”

“Hosanna in the highest,—O wondrous, joyous scene!”

“Art Thou so highly honored, Thou lowly Nazarene?”

Lo, He has reached the hill-top, and now His eyes behold

The Holy City’s beauty, the temple with its gold,

He sees the palm-tree branches, He hears the shouts, the
cheers,

But Thou, beloved city, hast filled His eyes with tears!

“Hosanna in the highest” the song of triumph swells,

But oh, the solemn story the Master’s sorrow tells!

He speaks, the olive branches bow to the mournful tone,—

“If thou hadst known, fair city,—if only thou hadst known.”

The toil of day is over,—Judea’s sun has set,

Its parting rays illumine the heights of Olivet,

Its glory fills the valley,—its crimson afterglow

Is mirrored in the waters of Kidron’s stream below.
Slowly, with His chosen few, the Nazarene appears,

His eyes divine, so mournful, so often filled with tears,—
See in prophetic vision the temple rent in twain,

Its mighty pillars fallen,—its crumbling ruins remain.

The lips divine have uttered a solemn prophecy,

And eager hearts inquire,—"“Master, when shall it be?”

He speaks, a solemn stillness falls o’'er Mount Olivet,—

“Ye shall hear of wars, beloved,—but the end is not yet,
For nation against nation shall rise, and ye shall hear

Of famines, pestilences, and earthquakes far and near.

But that—great day and hour, when from my Father’s throne
I come to judge the nations, to mortals is not known.”

The twilight shadows linger about the distant west,

The chosen few are weary,—the Master longs for rest;

But oh, Thy words, dear Savior, shall through the ages ring
Until Thy ransomed thousands behold Thee as their king.
Until they see Thy glory, Thou Lamb on Calv'ry slain,
Once Thou didst come to suffer, Oh come again to reign!
When in Thy pow'r and glory we see Thee in the sky

No more shall glad Hosannas be changed to “Crucify.”

I see Thy words, dear Savior, Thy prophecies fulfilled

As o'er earth’s warring nations Thy Father’s wrath is spilled,

Signs of Thy great appearing shine forth in ages past,

And all creation groaneth,—“Wilt Thou not come at last?”

Master, Thy saints are sighing, “When will the night be o’er?”

When wilt Thou send Thy message,—“There shall be time
no more”’

When wilt Thou still the longing of my impatient heart

To see Thee in Thy beauty,—to see Thee as Thou art?”

Anna Hoppe.












