CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSIONS

After almost three years of work, it is important to consider at least some of
the lessons learned and to ponder the future impact of the project. It is to those two issues

that we turn as this report concludes.

Lessons Learned
I can think of no way better to gather into a organized way the lessons learned
in this project (and indeed, in my whole six-year journey toward the doctor of ministry degree)
than to use the words of the Apostle Paul. “We rejoice in our sufferings, because we know
that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope
does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
whom he has given us” (Rom 5:3-5).

T know the Apostle Paul in those words is summarizing the whole of the Christian
| life and not specifically my journey toward completing this project and all the other requirements
of the doctor of ministry program at Trinity. And yet, not surprisingly, what fits our Christians
lives as a whole also can summarize well any small part of that whole. That means my lessons
learned begin with sufferings. This part of my journey as a Christian individual, husband,
father, and public minister has had no small amount of suffering—most self-inflicted! How

often I have created struggles by failing to balance wisely and well my responsibilities as
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husband, father, professor and small cog in school and synod administration, as well as my
role as student. The sufferings that come from wrestling with too many plates spinning all at
once was nothing new to me when I added the title “student” to my resume. I have often failed
to learn the boundaries of when saying “yes” is an appropriate use of God-given talents, and
when it is an arrogant over-estimation of my own place and importance in the kingdom of God.
But Paul is right—such sufferings can even be cause for rejoicing, so long as they drive us
back into the life-giving Word and so long as they lift up our eyes to the hills from where
~ comes our help (Ps 121). We cannot be defeated no matter who or what challenge or enemy
has taken aim at us (even when the enemy is self) when we take refuge in the saving power
of the Word, and when we take all God’s wondrous promises and repeat them back to him in
our prayers. These sufferings have even taught me a little better when I must say “no” so that
I can continue to say “yes” to what is already on the plate.

And what does such suffering produce? Paul told us. It produces perseverance.
The times have been many when I was almost sure that I was hopelessly moribund in completing
this final project. Having designed and researched a project that provided more input than I
could fully make use of in five projects, the thought often occurred that the monster I had
created was going to consume me for its first meal. But again and again God supplied the
strength not to grow hopeless. He who enables us to have the feet of deer (Ps 18), in ways I
cannot fully explain, saw to it that fresh insight and revitalized energy would somehow find
its Way to revive a discouraged heart. He saw to it that years of study and many thousands of

dollars supplied by the gospel-empowered hearts of WELS members did not go to waste.
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And what does Paul tell us such perseverance yields? Character. Since I am
convinced that the heart of Christian character is humility that recognizes what beggars before
the throne of grace we are and always until heaven will remain, I recognize that I am treading
on very thin ice here. In preparing to write this part of “lessons learned,” I reread C. S. Lewis’
exquisite chapter on pride and humility in Mere Christianity. As he well said, the beginning
of humility comes with recognizing our pride (Lewis 2001, 141), and I will make no claims

to having mastered humility (which would, of course, be the essence of pride!). Yet a strange

~ progressive revelation has dawned on me more and more through the sufferings and perseverance =~

that God granted me in this whole process of studying for the degree and completing this
capstone project. I certainly entered this program with the hopes of growing in knowledge.
Who would spend six years of toil and effort in order to grow more ignorant! And I certainly
pray I am wiser in things homiletical than I was when it all began. But a key character lesson
learned for me was not how ignorant I could become, but how ignorant I was and still am. In
fact, that dawning realization has almost had the downside of paralyzing my progress on
many occasions! It has been a very humbling experience to be confronted day after day with
all that I yet do not know, not only about the many wonders in all other fields of learning that
are far beyond me, but even about what still lies beyond my grasp in homiletics. Almost without
fail, every resource that has proved useful and helpful impressed on me yet again how much I
have to learn. Such resources opened up whole new depths of growth in preaching and in
understanding the art of preaching. While I’m sure my inborn nature’s arrogance has still bled
through the pages of this report in more ways than I know, I thank God for the lesson in my

own ignorance that he has handed me again and again. Such a dawning realization allows a
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wonderful two-fold blessing. It allows me, I pray, to share what I have learned with much
greater humility, and it teaches me to treasure the insights of others who have insights I do
not posses in preaching. These revelations have helped spare me the deservedly humiliating
experience of approaching my brother pastors as if I were the great big homiletical eyeball
that sees all in preaching and needs no other part of the body of Christ to be complete. I pray
that there indeed suffering and perseverance have combined to produce character.

And the final lesson learned that I will include in this report is the end of Paul’s
- powerful chain of gracious blessings. It is hope. I am convinced that God has given me some
‘awesome glimpses in these past six years of how wisely and well he guides our lives in ways
beyond our planning and usually beyond our knowing. By the power of the Spirit through the
gospel, I have known that by faith and confessed that to be true my whole life. But God has
condescended to this doubting creature some stunning insights into that during the pursuit of
this degree and the completion of this project. As reported in detail in chapter 1, God has
guided me through twists and turns of where I thought this was all headed, while creating
simultaneously by his work in the hearts and lives of others openings of doors of opportunity
in my school and church body where I wouldn’t even have known enough to have tried the
handle! What he plans to accomplish through all of this I do not know. But this I know, if
God grants this world and me an extended time of grace, I have never had a clearer vision of
what, God willing, will be the next decade or more of my public ministry. And Paul was
correct: none of this should surprise me. He who poured out his love into my heart by his
gracious Holy Spirit has been at work to give me hope ever since he taught my heart to trust

in him. In the midst of a growing secular and post-Christian culture, he has given me in
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particular a renewed hope that blessings beyond counting are in store for shepherds and their

flocks as we take him at his Word and proclaim his gospel without fear.

Considerations for the Future

As reported earlier, two closed doors have repeatedly hindered the progress of
continuing growth for WELS pastors. There has been a lack of funding and manpower devoted
to a focused effort to partner with pastors as they seek to grow after graduation from WLS.
 For years WLS® catalog has stated that we have a twin purpose for existence (undergraduate.
preparation of pastors and continuing education for those serving), but the lion’s share plus
of manpower and money flowed to our undergraduate program. Some wonderful things still
happened with CE, while some great beginnings were left to languish. But that creaking sound
in the background is those two doors unlocking. As this report was being written, God allowed
a foundation to grant WLS $70,000 for each of the next three years to begin to further advance
the cause of our CE program. Very soon WLS will have one professor devoted with half of
iliS ministry time to advancing the cause of WLS* CE program. It is the stated intention of the
president of our seminary that this project will serve as a template for what can happen when
money and manpower are devoted to worthwhile CE efforts. What was at the beginning of
this project only a prayer for future blessings has become a present reality for which to give
thanks to God!

In relation to this project, what do I pray this all means? When the program
outlined in these pages has run its course, what will be the end result? My prayer is that even
the enemies of the gospel would feel compelled to say about WELS preachers what the enemies

of the gospel in the time of the apostles were compelled to say about them. “They took note
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that these men had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:1 3). If even those who hate the gospel say that
about WELS preachers, then we can be assured that God has indeed granted the blessing of

providing ever more beautiful feet to run on the hills of Zion!



APPENDIX 1

TWO SAMPLES OF GOOD WELS PREACHING

This sermon on John 3:1-22 was delivered by Aaron Christie (a pastor in
Antioch, IL) on September 23, 2008 at the closing service for the WLS Symposium on
Church and Ministry.

For almost 1,000 years, the music of the church’s worship was chant. Everyone
__in the church might not always have been on the same page, but they were certainly onthe
same note. Suddenly, around the time of Charlemagne, a simple idea took sound. This simple
idea revolutionized Western music. Why not split the octave and start singing in harmony
either a 5th above or a 4th below the chant tone? A few centuries later, two priests named
Leonin and Perotin at Notre Dame in Paris would perfect this primitive harmony and write it
down for posterity. The Beach Boys would have sounded far different if the Notre Dame
boys hadn’t done their pioneering work in music theory. Musical harmony: a simple idea.
Profound consequences.

For over 2,000 years, Western society worked on the premise that every person
had his or her place. There were the pure-blooded nobles who owned the land and ruled it.
There were the free men who worked to put food on the nobles’ tables, money in the bishops’
coffers—and keep a little for themselves. And then there was that vast majority of humanity.
They were slaves—or little better. Suddenly, a little over 200 years ago a red-headed Virginian
wrote down a simple idea that had been swirling about in radical circles. The idea? “All men
are created equal.” Those were fighting words. And slowly over the years—through civil war
and social unrest—those words have shaped American life as we know it today. Human
equality: a simple idea. Profound consequences.

For over 4,000 years, people waited with bated breath for Messiah to come.
From Eve to Abraham, from Isaiah all the way down to Simeon, Israel’s eyes strained to see
God’s salvation. Yet when Messiah came, things seemed anything but simple. He spoke of
camels going through needles’ eyes and a kingdom not of this world; he spoke of gouging
out eyes and hacking off hands. And in this morning’s Gospel Lesson, Jesus’ speech seems
downright certifiable: old men needing to be born again, the capricious blowing of the wind,
a Son of Man going up and down from heaven to reveal heavenly things that trump earthly
things, the necessity of a thing called faith and the sure destruction of those who don’t have
it. Suddenly, things don’t sound quite so simple. They certainly didn’t for Nicodemus.
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I’m not here this morning to teach you a lesson in music theory. It isn’t my
job as a called servant of the Word to proclaim the Declaration of Independence. But there is
something simple, yet profoundly deep that needs to be shared with you. It is simple enough
to be referenced in football end zones and recited by Sunday preschoolers. The words are
so simple, that some of you are already wondering if this sermon will keep your attention,
because—after all—you know all this stuff. But may it please God to use me—to encourage
you—to KEEP IT SIMPLE, SAINTS as we discover the profound depths of a simple passage.
Words so simple, that the faith of children is founded on them. Words so deep, that theologians
regularly drown in them.

What led to Jesus speaking these famous words? Well, a man named Nicodemus,
a man who sat on the Jewish ruling council, came to speak with Jesus one night. Nicodemus
was a leading Pharisee—a man who reeked with gravitas. Nicodemus was no slouch when it
came to the text of the Old Testament. He would have delighted in debates, on which of the

~ commandments was the greatest, on which was the best way to classify God’s laws. Heknew =~

the contemporary religious and political scene like the back of his hand.

Publicly, Nicodemus reeked with gravitas. Privately, Nicodemus was perplexed.
He may well have counted and catalogued all the laws in the Old Testament, but he simply
didn’t know where to paint Jesus into the picture. He could Aear that Jesus was a teacher who
had come from God. Because of the miracles, he could see that Jesus wasn’t your run-of-the-
mill rabbi. He recognized that God was with him and was working through him. Nicodemus
the religious expert needed to know more about Jesus of Nazareth. And when he visited, the
heart of Jesus’ message was simple. Instead of engaging Nicodemus in a chapter and verse
debate on the letter of the law, he sewed simple Gospel seeds in Nicodemus’ heart. “For God
so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.”

Keep it simple, saints: GOD. Who is this God? He is the God who created
heaven and earth in six days by the power of his Word. He is the God who stretched out his
hand and cracked open the waters of the Red Sea to lead his people from a land of slavery to
a land oozing with milk and honey. He is the God who brought mighty Babylon to her knees
and led his captive people home. He is the God who created the stars, yet lay on Bethlehem’s
hay. He is the God who walked on water, yet knew the pangs of human thirst. He is the God
who used a boy’s picnic lunch to feed 5,000 hungry stomachs, yet was no stranger to the
pains of hunger. He is the God who will come again at the end of time to the shouts and
songs of saints and angels! What a God you worship!

This awe-inspiring God loved the WORLD—Well, of course God loves
Mother Theresa, and apple pie, and grandma and grandpa—God bless America! Of course
God loves all good church-going folks. It goes without saying that God has a special niche in
his heart for the people of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod and their pastors in
particular. And who can’t help but love the stuffin’s out of a Sem student! My, how God
loves us! But that isn’t what Jesus says. Jesus says that God loved the world.
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You remember the world, don’t you? How are things going these days in the
world that God loves so deatly? Well, here are a few choice headlines from the Chicago
Tribune last week: “Georgians flee as friends die and villages burn ...” “Aborting females
common in India ...” “Columbian gang is suspected of $1.5 million theft ...” “The sweet
smell of sex-cess ...” “Saudi Sheik: It’s OK to kill broadcasters of immorality ...”

Perverts and pill-poppers, thieves and thugs, wars and the butchering of baby
gitls—and God loves them? From Eve’s apple down to the present, the world has been heading
to hell in a handbasket in ever more ingenious ways. And God is determined to love it? That’s
precisely what Jesus says. It is a simple truth that blows the four pounds of fat that make up
the human mind!

But here is the rub: the gang members, the abortionists, and the Sheiks that
encourage violence are not signed up for this symposium on Church and Ministry. You are.

- They aren’t standing in this pulpit. [ am. It will not do to kid ourselves into thinking that we =~~~

are a band of brothers—standing in the gap as a last bastion of biblical morality in the face of
the world’s wickedness. Brothers: hell is paved with the skulls of pastors who lambasted abortion
doctors for their butchery, but never got around to the far more difficult task of holding themselves
up to the scrutiny of God’s law!

God loved the WORLD. But will God love me? Me with the mouth that sings
“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” and then turns around and jammers about my brother
in a corner? God loves me? Me with the hands that are virtuosos at helping themselves? My
hands that have left my brothers and sisters standing all alone—their needs unnoticed and
their hurts unhealed? God loves me? Me with the eyes that are daily squirted with the world’s
filth with nary a wink on my part? God loves me? Me with the mind that has thoughts that would
make the devil blush if they were dragged into the light of day? Can God really love me? Me
with the heart that prostitutes itself—free of charge—to a long list of idols? God loves the world?
Will God love ME?

Yes, God loves me. He has set his heart upon you. His love caused him to do
something simple, yet shocking: “God so loved the world that he gave his ONE AND ONLY
SON!”

How many of you would entrust your homes to the soldiers burning their way
through Georgia? Would you trust the Columbian gangsters with your grandmother’s heirlooms?
Would you give the Saudi Sheik the keys to our Seminary? Who would you give your children
to? To those who would abuse them, beat them, laugh at them, spit at them, crucify him?
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).

There is no sin you commit that Jesus was not crucified to save you from. There
is no guilt that you bear that Christ does not lift off your back. There is no dark issue in your
past that Jesus® death does not free you from. There is no future trial that Jesus does not prepare
you for in the present. Do you want to put the meaning in life? Do you want to put the joy in
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your service once again? Then be certain of this: Jesus died in your place to take away every
single last one of your sins. There is the simple truth of the matter. It’s the Gospel. You desperately
need to hear it, so Jesus proclaims it. And Jesus means it!

And because Jesus teaches it and means it, the devil despises it. Because Satan
can’t rip Jesus off the cross or stuff him back into the tomb, he must attack the Gospel at its
distribution point—which brings him to our front doorsteps. He hasn’t been able to steal it
away from us in a historical-critical frontal assault. So he must be more subtle. And so he is.
We have all heard it said, “4ll I do is preach the Gospel.” True enough. But how easily that
confidence in the Gospel morphs into laziness with the Gospel—as its vast riches remain un-
mined and its depths unexplored. And soon the “Great Exchange” becomes little more than a
mathematical equation—On the other hand there is the temptation to over-exegeses the human
creature and his culture, to discover the mind of the Spirit by statistically analyzing his work,
and soon we will discover real, relational, relevant methodology that will certainly help build
~ the walls of Zion with the Gospel—and even without it! Finally, there is the temptationto
throw the car keys of gospel freedom to the old Adam, in a never-ceasing effort to prove that
“we’re no pietist.” Keep it simple, brothers: we are walking, preaching proof that an alb and
stole can only cover up a sinful man. We are in desperate need of a brand-new heart within.
And God graciously gives it!

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever
BELIEVES. Again, keep it simple, saints. Faith isn’t something that you do. Faith is something
that the Spirit of God gives. Faith isn’t something you manufacture in your heart. Faith is
something that the Spirit of God works in you. Believing isn’t a doing. Believing is simply
receiving the wonderful gift of God’s one and only Son and eternal life in him. It is in that
little word believes that the work of the Son and the Spirit intersect, the Spirit who testifies of
Christ, the Comforter who comes to us with Christ, the Giver of Life who renews us in Christ,
the Holy Spirit who sanctifies us and makes us into a holy temple in Christ.

Keep it simple, saints! The “Gospel in a nutshell” is what powers this entire
pericope on faith and the entrance into the family of believers, the Holy Christian Church.
Faith is the entry door into the Church and the Gospel is fountainhead of faith. Nicodemus
came to Jesus knowing all about Torah and tithing, long tassels and wide phylacteries. But
his reasonable religion could only prove the point that flesh gives birth to flesh. Nicodemus
needed something else. And what Jesus gives him (after roughing him up with the law!) is
the Gospel. Only the Gospel can bring the new birth that Jesus requires—and save Nicodemus’
mother from a grisly death! It is the Gospel that flows throughout the saving bath of water
and the Spirit. The Gospel is the great revelation that the Son of Man has brought from
heaven to earth. The Gospel is an accomplished, historical reality through the lifting up of
the Son—saving us from a death far worse than one from the fangs of fiery serpents. The
Gospel is God’s saving power that pulses throughout the world. The Gospel is the electricity
that turns on the light of faith in the Light of the world in a sea of darkness. Luther writes: “It
is necessary to look to another existence, an existence into which I am called by the Gospel
and by Baptism, namely, when the Holy Spirit gives birth to me anew for eternal life, rearing,
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nourishing, and clothing me anew. This calls for other breasts and nipples, a different room
and different garments, to nourish me and clothe me—to nourish and clothe me for eternal
life and to make me fit for the kingdom of heaven.” (LW 22.209)

God has made you fit for the kingdom of heaven, brothers! He has gathered
you into his church and keeps you there in an amazingly simple way! Long ago, he took a
sinful pastor by the hand and baptized you. The Gospel was proclaimed and the Spirit blew
where and when it pleased him. With your baptism, you received One Lord as your Father
and one Faith as your treasure. He built you on a foundation of sapphires! Angels rejoiced!
As a child, you were taught by the LORD—the God of faithful grace—and great was your
peace! Because Jesus loves you, this you know, for the Bible tells you so! God, in his grace,
has given you a simple meal—an appetizer of the wedding banquet that will know no end.
And with that simple menu of bread and wine, body and blood—there is no blessing that God
withholds. He who gives his Son is sure to give you all things! Through the Word of his

~ Absolution, tyranny is far-removed from you and you are built up in the body of Christ. How

wonderful! Where the Gospel is, there you will find the Spirit and the Spirit’s gifts. Where
the Gospel is in Word and Sacrament, there you will find the Communion of Saints—a
communion that includes you!

Keep it simple, saints! The Father giving, the Son redeeming, the Spirit
sanctifying—these are God’s gifts to you and his Church today. Let these gifts fire up your
service to the Savior and his saints. Go home and preach and teach and proclaim Christ with
passion. Serve as if everything depended upon you; and then as a duty-doing servant, sleep
very well tonight knowing that the Spirit does his best work in spite of you! Amen.

This sermon on 2 Samuel 12:1-13 was delivered by Ken Cherney (a WLS
professor) on Ash Wednesday, 2008, in the chapel at WLS.

How could David? Isn’t that the question that leaps off the page at you as you
read 2 Samuel 11, one of the most puzzling and terrifying accounts in all of Scripture?

Think about who this is. This is David. This is the man after God’s own heart,
whom God took from the sheep pen and sent Samuel to anoint as king. This is David, whose
friendship with Jonathan is one of the tenderest stories in Scripture. This is the same man
who was conscience-stricken after he cut a little piece off Saul’s robe, when Saul was in the
process of trying to hunt him down and kill him. This is the fighting general who once loved
his men so deeply that, when they break through the enemy lines to bring David a special
treat, a drink of water from the well in his hometown, David pours the water out before the
Lord, saying to the men, “I could never drink this—it would be like drinking your blood!”

And now what has he done? Is this the same man? When the year turned and
it came time once again to go out and fight the Lord’s enemies, David the brave fighting man
says to Joab, “You go ahead. I'll sit this one out here in Jerusalem.” And there in Jerusalem,
David did that which even the most godless pagan in our whole depraved, MTV generation
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would still recognize as a very serious sin. David draws first Bathsheba, then Joab, then the
entire army into his web of evil. He behaves with a cold, reptilian cynicism that turns evil
into good and good into evil, in a way that the narrator can only show us through a series of
shocking ironies.

Think about those ironies. Good old Uriah has to die, not because he is disloyal,
but because he is faithful. After his little unplanned furlough in Jerusalem, Uriah heads back
to the front lines carrying, in his mailbag, his own death warrant, which he is too good a soldier
not to deliver to his commander, Joab. Later a messenger comes back from the front lines with
bad news. But the bad news doesn’t bother David at all, because there’s good news—Uriah is
dead!—and that makes his whole day. The man after the Lord’s own heart has become so
callous, so spiritually dense, that he goes on this way for almost a year. Finally, in the greatest
irony of all, David listens to the prophet Nathan’s little story and flies into a rage—not

recognizing himself until Nathan has to tell him, “That man you’ve just said deserves to

- die—actually, that would be you.”

How did we get here? How could David? Well, the prophet Nathan makes
very sure that we know what the reason is not. It is not that the Lord had deprived David in
any respect whatsoever. David did not grow up in a dysfunctional family with inadequate
role models. He did not suffer from low self-esteem. He had not been placed in one of those
situations where the temptation would have been too strong for almost anybody. David’s
great fall is utterly impossible to account for. And so we are left with only one possible
conclusion. The main reason David committed his grave sin was that he could.

And that, my brothers, is terrifying. The only explanation for David’s sin is
the restless, ferocious evil that lurked inside even the man after God’s own heart, watching
and waiting for its opportunity. Opportunity came. The evil struck, and struck hard. And
that’s terrifying, because the same evil lurks inside you and me. And at this season it is good
for us to think about all that that means.

It is good for us, first, to recall those times that what kept us from doing what
David did was primarily the fact that we’re not the king. It is good for us to reflect on the times
when the main thing that has kept you and me from crimes as bad or worse than David’s was
a lack of opportunity. My brothers, pardon me for speaking somewhat directly, but I must.
The Lord is not impressed if we have avoided breaking the sixth commandment in the grossest
possible way simply because there has been nobody who was willing to break it with us. The
Lord is not impressed if we have avoided breaking the fifth commandment in the grossest
possible way simply because there weren’t any Ammonites around to do our dirty work for
us, and we ourselves lacked the guts.

As we fall to our knees this year, and invite our people to fall to their knees, it
is good for us to reflect on who the peccator in simul iustus et peccator truly is. Let us be aware
that our spiritual problem, and our people’s spiritual problem, runs a little deeper than the
fact that too often we just get too busy and forget about God. Our spiritual problem runs a
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little deeper than the fact that occasionally we miss an opportunity to tell that friend or that
coworker about Jesus.

There was once a missionary in a remote village in the Third World. His family,
his sending church, and the people whom he served all thought he was the kindest, saintliest
man they had ever known. In his journal he reflected on what a high opinion everybody had
of him, and what a farce it all was. He wrote, “If the children in my village knew the thoughts
that sometimes pass through my head, they would have every right to take me outand stone
me to death.” How could David? When you think about it, that’s really not such a difficult
question at all.

The difficult question in this text is not, “How could David?” There’s a much
harder one. The difficult question in this text is, “How could God?” Think about this. “I have
sinned against the Lord.” In this text there is no “Through my fault; through my own fault;

" through my own most grievous fault.” There isn’t any kneeling. There isn’t any sackcloth or
ashes—not until later. There isn’t any weeping, or attempts to make restitution, or promises
to do better, or promises to stay off rooftops in the future. Those things would certainly have
been appropriate, and we read about some of them in the Psalms; but here in this text there is
none of that. “I have sinned against the Lord,” nothing more, because there really is nothing
more to say.

And Nathan doesn’t even blink: “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are
not going to die.” Just like that. “The Lord has taken away your sin.” There will be no
satisfactio operis. No probation period. No “if you believe” or “if you’ll accept his forgiveness

‘right now.” Come to think of it, there’s no word about an apology to Bathsheba or to Uriah’s
family. “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.” Just like that. And
please don’t say, “Yes, but Bathsheba’s child died.” Don’t say, “Yes, but David would soon
be shamed in public, the same way he had shamed the Lord. Absalom’s rebellion is going to
break out. David is going to run from Jerusalem, while being taunted and pelted with rocks.
And for the rest of his life the sword will never depart from his house.” All true enough.

But let’s weigh that against this. King Saul—remember him?—had his throne
taken away because he offered sacrifice at Gilgal, to keep his troops from deserting when
Samuel the prophet showed up late. David, on the other hand, wipes his feet on the Lord’s
generosity, steals a man’s wife, impregnates her, and kills the man. And just like that, David
is right back to being the man after God’s own heart. And through it all, he remains the king,
David’s sufferings after this were real, they were necessary, and he embraced them—but
never with any thought that they somehow made up for what he had done. David’s crimes
were made up for, but not by David. They were paid for by Bathsheba’s son.

‘ Not this poor little baby. Later, Bathsheba had another son named Solomon.
Generations later, Solomon had sons and grandsons—Rehoboam, Hezekiah, Josiah. Generations

later, there was a son named Jacob. And this Jacob had son—actually, a grandson—named

Jesus. The “Son of David,” they call him. Jesus would pay. As he paid, Jesus pondered the
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great imponderable, the great unfathomable question of this text. Eloi, eloi, lama sabachthani?
My God, how could you? My God, why? Interestingly, if God had an answer, neither Psalm
22 nor the Gospels tell us what it was.

As we draw to the foot of the cross this year, let us ponder this most of all: the
“unconditional” in “unconditional forgiveness.” There is no reason for our forgiveness other
than the death of Bathsheba’s Son. And the reason Bathsheba’s Son was killed, so that you
and T could live—ultimately that lies hidden in the tender and merciful heart of God.

Our forgiveness by God is unfathomable, in the etymological sense. Itis
beyond deep, beyond profound. And so, brothers, it is not just forgiveness for the times when
we have been something less than “nice.” It’s forgiveness for adultery and murder. It’s for
rage and lies and theft and envy. It’s for the stuff inside us that, if the children in our village

and the grandmas in our pews knew about, they would be right to take us out and stone us to

death. Jesus didn’t die to make us nice. He died to declare us “not guilty.”

Come to the cross. Bring your secret sins, your imponderable, unfathomable
sins. For the Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. Yes. Just like that.
Amen.



APPENDIX 2
INVITATION LETTER AND QUESTIONNAIRE USED WITH
PASTORS AND OTHERS INVOLVED IN

CPE IN PREACHING

(There were slight differences in letter and questionnaire sent to those not
fromthe WELS)
“Dear ,

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,

who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your
God reigns!’” (Isaiah 52:7).

The privilege to have the most beautiful feet in Zion is ours every time we
step up into the pulpit and proclaim the good news to God’s people. Each of us knows what
an awesome privilege it is to preach. We also know what a ministry-long challenge it is to
develop our God-given gifts so as to proclaim that gospel ever more clearly and winsomely.

Because of the vital importance of the task, and the challenge it is to be faithful
to that task, I am working on a research project on continuing growth in preaching as the final
requirement of a doctor of ministry degree. The goal of this project is to develop a comprehensive
plan for continuing education in preaching for WELS pastors. It is my prayer to be able to
design a plan that covers well all the key issues and concerns of proclaiming the gospel in the
21st century with a design that matches new and available resources to the many different
ways our pastors prefer to learn.

In order to complete this task, it is impossible for me to work alone. It is my
goal to develop this plan by forging what I hope becomes an ongoing partnership with pastors,
laity, and those charged with training our pastors. The first part of that plan is to spend time
interviewing pastors and other leaders in our synod to gain their perspective on the strengths
and weaknesses of preaching in our midst. This interview will also seek to gather ideas for
the many different ways pastors already pursue or could pursue growth in preaching.

With this letter I would like to ask you to participate in one of those interviews.

The interview will be conducted at a time and place of your choosing. I do not anticipate
taking more than an hour of your time. I pray you will be able to accept this invitation. I will
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be calling within a week to see if you have any further questions and, if you are willing, to
set up a time for our interview.

Attached to this letter you will find two things. The next page is an informed
consent form. If you are able to participate in this interview, please read that carefully and
then sign and date the form. I will collect that from you at the interview. You will also find
the questions that will be used as part of the interview.

In His service and yours,
Professor Rich Gurgel

You’ve been asked to participate in this interview to assist with the
development of a comprehensive plan for continuing education in preaching for WELS
pastors. Please rest assured your answers will be held in strict confidence. This interview
'should not last more than an hour. Thank you in advance for this gift of your time and your
nsights!

1.  What do you perceive as the strengths in the preparation and delivery of sermons in the
WELS?

2. What do you perceive as the weaknesses in the preparation and delivery of sermons in
the WELS?

3. What are other issues/concerns/challenges in the preparation and delivery of sermons in
our midst that you believe need to be addressed as we face the challenge of preaching
in the 21st century?

4.  In any of the categories listed below, what have you found helpful for growing in the
skills of preparing and delivering sermons, or what have you heard of other pastors
finding helpful that you would like to try? Please also list any specific resources that
have proved helpful for you or others in any of these areas.

Individual reading and study?

Working together with one or more other pastors?

Partnering with mature lay members to give more formal feedback?
Online resources and Web sites?

Courses, workshops, seminars on preaching?

Other?

5.  In any of the categories below, how could your seminary be a better partner or
encourager to the pastors of our synod in their preaching?

Specific online resources on our Web site?
Specific courses, workshops, seminars on preaching?
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Improvements to our Summer Quarter and Winterim program?
Help and direction for pastors to study on their own or with brothers?
Other?

If God, in answer to your prayers, would today provide one specific area of growth in
your preaching, or to preaching in general in the WELS, what would you pray that
would be? '

What haven’t I asked that you think would be important to know/understand for
someone working to put together this comprehensive plan?



APPENDIX 3

INVITATION LETTER AND SURVEY SENT TO PASTORS

(This was all sent electronically with active links.)
Dear Brother in Ministry,

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,

__who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,

“Your God reigns!”” (Isaiah 52:7).

The privilege to have the most beautiful feet in Zion is ours every time we
step up into the pulpit and proclaim the good news to God’s people. Each of us knows what
an awesome privilege it is to preach. We also know what a ministry-long challenge it is to
develop our God-given gifts so as to proclaim that gospel ever more clearly and winsomely.

Because of the vital importance of the task, and the challenge it is to be faithful
to that task, I am working on a research project on continuing growth in preaching as the
final requirement of a doctor of ministry degree. The goal of this project is to develop a
comprehensive plan for continuing education in preaching. It is my prayer to be able to design
a plan that covers well all the key issues and concerns of proclaiming the gospel in the 21st
century with a design that matches the many different ways our pastors prefer to learn.

In order to complete this task, it is impossible for me to work alone. It is my
goal to develop this plan by forging what I hope will become an ongoing partnership with
pastors, laity, and those charged with training our pastors. One part of that plan is to gather
information from parish pastors that would help me understand their perspective on the strengths
and weaknesses of preaching in our midst as well as gather ideas for the many different ways
pastors pursue or could pursue growth in preaching.

With this letter I would like to ask you to participate by completing a survey.
The survey can be completed either in print (using the attached copy) or online. This survey
is being sent to a randomly selected sample of graduates of the seminary who have been in
parish ministry for five, fifteen, or twenty-five years. If you would like to use the electronic
option, you may do so by logging on to [Web site address listed in original document].
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The purpose of this survey is not to form judgments about any single pastor’s
individual preaching habits or performance. It is intended to gather information that reveals
general

strengths and weaknesses of preaching in our midst. It is intended to provide
ideas and resources on how pastors in our midst are seeking to grow in preaching or would
like to grow. No attempt will be made to identify whose responses are whose when the survey
is returned. The surveys are not coded to identify the respondent nor will you be asked to put
your name anywhere on the survey.

I know the parish ministry is busy and that your time is precious. But I also
know that you consider precious the proclamation of Christ’s gospel. Please set aside about
an hour during the next seven days to complete the survey. If you choose the printed format,
please return it to the seminary office using the enclosed postage-paid envelope. Please complete

the online survey or mail your completed survey by October 27. A high response rate to this
- survey is crucial to being able to draw generalized conclusions for the project.

May God bless your participation in this process for the strengthening of
preaching in our midst!

On the cover of the survey, you will find a paragraph concerning informed
consent. If you have any questions about this or anything in this process, please do not
hesitate to call or contact our faculty secretary, Mrs. Diane Heisler. She can be reached at
(262) 242-8141 or [e-mail address].

In His service and yours,
Professor Rich Gurgel
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APPENDIX 4
INVITATION LETTER AND FINAL RESULTS FROM

THE DELPHI GROUP OF LAY PEOPLE

Dear ,
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,

who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,

_Your God reigns!’” (Isaiab 52:7).

The privilege to have the most beautiful feet in Zion belongs to each of us as
God’s royal priests (1 Peter 2:9) whenever we share the gospel with others. In a unique way,
pastors have that privilege whenever they step into the pulpit. To faithfully carry out that
vital task of preaching is a ministry-long challenge. Part of that challenge is for pastors to
continue to grow in the use of their God-given gifts so as to proclaim that gospel ever more
clearly and winsomely.

Because of the vital importance of the task of preaching, and the challenge it
is to be faithful to that task, I am working on a research project on continuing growth in
preaching as the final requirement of a doctor of ministry degree. The goal of this project is
to develop a comprehensive plan for continuing education in preaching for the pastors of our
synod. It is my prayer to be able to design a plan that covers well all the key issues and concerns
of proclaiming the gospel in the 21st century in a way that matches the many different methods
by which our pastors prefer to learn.

In order to complete this task, it is impossible for me to work alone. It is my
goal to develop this plan by forging an ongoing partnership with pastors, laity, and those
charged with training our pastors. As part of that plan, your pastor has already completed a
survey. In that survey, he was asked to suggest two spiritually mature members of his congregation
who might be willing to assist in this project. That is why you have received this letter.

You are being asked to participate in what is called a “Delphi group” process
along with about thirty other WELS men and women. If you are willing to participate in this
process, there would be three things 1 would ask of you.

The first step would be to return your answers to the two attached questions in

the stamped, self-addressed envelope included in this mailing. The two questions ask you to
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list what you see as the strengths and weaknesses of preaching in the WELS. I would ask that
you would mail your answers back to me no later than Friday, November 21.

Once all answers have been returned to me, I will mail back to you the complete
list of everyone’s answers. From that composite list, I will ask you to select what you see as
the five most important answers to each question.

Once those “top five” lists have been returned to me, I will mail back to you
the list of all responses weighted by the frequency with which they appeared on everyone’s
lists. For the last step, you will rank one through five your top selections from both preaching
strengths and preaching weaknesses.

As the comprehensive plan is put together, this will give me a very helpful list
of what members of our synod see as strengths on which to build and weaknesses to

overcome in preaching,.

If you are able to participate, thank you in advance for the gift of your time
and your input on this project. Please don’t hesitate to give me a call or e-mail me if you have
any questions you would like answered. Beneath my signature, please notice an informed
consent statement.

In His service and yours,

Professor Rich Gurgel

The research in which you are about to participate is designed to investigate
what a comprehensive plan for continuing education in preaching might look like for the
pastors of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. The research is being conducted by
Richard Gurgel.

In this research you will be participating in a Delphi group process in which
you will be joining about thirty other men and women in our synod in sharing your views on
the strengths and weaknesses of preaching in our midst.

Please be assured that any information that you provide will be held in strict
confidence. At no time will your name be reported along with your responses. Please
understand that your participation in this research is totally voluntary, and you are free to
withdraw at any time during this study.

By your completion of the attached two questions, you will be giving
informed consent for the use of your responses in this research project.
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Thank you for your willingness to participate in this process. May God bless
the responses you give for the strengthening of the preaching of the gospel in our midst!

Please be assured that your answers will be held in the strictest confidence. At
no time will your name be used in connection with the responses gained from this process.

Please list up to five specific items under the two questions below.
Once you have completed this form, please return it in the stamped, self-addressed

envelope provided. In order to keep this process moving, I ask that you place it in the mail by
Friday, November 21.

_Thankyou!

What do you believe are the strengths of preaching in our Wisconsin Synod?

What do you believe are the weaknesses of preaching in our Wisconsin Synod?
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Prioritizing Strengths of Preaching in the WELS

Here were the instructions given to the participants of the Delphi group in the final round
of their work:

In the table below, you will find the seven preaching strengths that were mentioned by half or more of the
members of our Delphi group.

Please PRIORITIZE the list by ranking the list from 1-7. As you rank these strengths, place a checkmark in
the “1” column in front of the preaching strength you think is the most important of those listed. Continue
ranking until you have ranked the strengths from one to seven by placing a checkmark in the appropriate bo:
in front of each statement. When you finish, there should be only one mark under each number. Please also
indicate your gender below as well. Thank you!

Note: ratings based on a scale of 1-7: one being the highest, seven being the lowest.

- First Preaching Strength'"""* T S T e

Sermons give evidence of the conviction that Christ comes to us through the Means of Grace
(the gospel in Word and sacraments) and Jesus (the message of salvation by grace alone in
him) is kept at the heart/center of the sermon.

Cumulative Overall
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Weighted Total | ranking
by Gender
Male 1 1 0 1 0 1 22 1
Female 6 5 1 0 0 0 1 26 1
Unspecified 1 1 0 0 0 0 8
Composite 14 |7 3 0 1 0 2 56 1
Cumulative
Weighted Total | 14 |28 |37 |37 |42 |42 |56
by Ranking

Second Preaching Strength

Sermons are based upon the Reformation principle of sola scriptura (Scripture alone)—
sermons give evidence that Scripture alone is the infallible source of spiritual information
and authority. ‘

Cumulative Overall
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Weighted Total | ranking
by Gender
Male 1 2 0 0 1 0 23 2
Female 3 3 0 0 1 1 35 3
Unspecified 0 0 1 1 0 0 15
Composite 4 13 |5 1 1 2 1 73 2
Cumulative
Weighted Total | 4 30 |45 |49 |54 |66 |73
by Ranking
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Third Preaching Strength

Knowledge of Hebrew and Greek assures our pastors have a comprehensive understanding of
the Bible and gives greater insights to people in the pew.

Cumulative Overall

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 \b?\;e(l}gelggngotal ranking
Male 0 1 3 1 2 0 2 39 5
Female 0 0 3 3 1 4 2 64 5
Unspecified 0 0 1 1 1 2 0 24
Composite 0 1 7 5 4 6 4 127 5
Cumulative
Weighted Total | O 2 23 |43 |63 |99 |127
by Ranking

Fourth Preaching Strength

There is a proper distinction between law and gospel in every sermon to convict and refresh
(reminding us of both our sinfulness and our forgiveness).

Cumulative Overall

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 \bk}/,e(l}g;cgngotal ranking
Male 1 2 0 2 2 2 0 35 3
Female 4 3 3 1 1 1 0 34 2
Unspecified 2 1 1 0 0 1 0 13
Composite 7 6 4 3 3 4 0 82 3
Cumulative
Weighted Total | 7 19 |31 |43 |58 |82 |82
by Ranking

Fifth Preaching Strength
An individual can go to any WELS church and have confidence that the preaching is trustworthy.

Cumulative Overall

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1\;\}/’€>(1}g€1)11i61>ngotal ranking
Male 2 0 0 3 0 |2 2 40 6
Female 0 0 0 4 2 1 6 74 7
Unspecified 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 25
Composite 2 0 1 8 3 4 9 139 6
Cumulative
Weighted Total | 2 2 5 37 |52 |76 | 139
by Ranking
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Sixth Preaching Strength

Sermons give evidence of confidence that the Bible interprets itself. We do not try to explain
what cannot be explained. We just accept God’s Word.

, Cumulative Overall

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 E\;’eéggggfotal ranking
Male 0 0 3 3 2 0 1 38 4
Female 0 0 1 5 4 2 1 62 4
Unspecified 0 0 1 1 2 1 0 23
Composite 0 0 15 |9 8 3 2 123 4
Cumulative
Weighted Total | O 0 15 |51 {91 |109 |123

Seventh Preaching Strength

Pastors display an ability to apply the Word to our everyday lives—sermon content is
applicable to the culture of 21st-century congregations.

Cumulative Overall
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Weighted Total ranking

by Gender

Male 0 0 0 0 2 4 3 55

Female 0 [0 |2 |0 |5 |4 |2 |69

Unspecified 0 0 0 1 0 0 4 32

Composite 0 0 2 1 7 8 9 156 7

Cumulative

Weighted

Total by 0 0 6 10 [45 |93 |156

Ranking
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Prioritizing Weaknesses of Preaching in the WELS

Here were the instructions given to the participants of the Delphi group in the final
round of their work:

In the table below, you will find the seven preaching weaknesses that were mentioned by half or more
of the members of our Delphi group.

Please PRIORITIZE the list by ranking the list from 1-7. As you rank these weaknesses, place a
checkmark in the “1” column in front of the preaching weakness you think is the greatest challenge to
preaching in our midst, Continue ranking until you have ranked the weaknesses from one to seven by
placing a checkmark in the appropriate box in front of each statement. When you finish, there should be
only one mark under each number.

Note: ratings based on a scale of 1-7: one being the highest, seven being the lowest.

" First Preaching Weakness

Not enough emphasis on missions and mission work (go and tell!), not enough challenging of
the congregation to show their faith in the community.

Cumulative Overall
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Weighted Total | ranking
by Gender
Male 0 0 4 0 3 1 0 33 4
Female 2 4 0 3 1 0 2 41 3
Unspecified 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 12
Composite 4 4 4 4 4 2 2 86 3
Cumulative
Weighted Total | 4 12 {24 |40 |60 (72 |86
by Ranking

Second Preaching Weakness

Not enough preaching on Christian vocation (God’s call to each of us as father, mother,
husband, wife, son, daughter, employer, employee, etc.).

Cumulative Overall
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Weighted Total ranking

by Gender

Male 0 2 0 0 0 1 1 35

Female 3 1 3 2 3 0 0 37

Unspecified 0 1 2 0 1 0 0 13

Composite 3 4 5 4 6 1 1 85 2

Cumulative

Weighted Total | 3 11 (26 |42 |72 |78 |85

by Ranking
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Third Preaching Weakness

Pastors have too much to do, too little time. We fail to allow pastors more time to “retreat,”
reflect, and to pursue classes for personal growth.

Cumulative Overall
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Weighted Total | ranking

by Gender

Male 2 0 0 1 2 2 1 35 5

Female 2 1 1 2 3 0 3 51

Unspecified 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 19

Composite 4 1 2 4 6 2 5 105 5

Cumulative

Weighted Total | 4 6 12 |28 |58 |70 |105

|byRanking . | | | o | : -

Fourth Preaching Weakness

“Down-to-earth” application to our daily lives is too often lacking or is done in too abstract a
manner (failure to connect sermon text to today’s world).

Cumulative Overall
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Weighted Total ranking
by Gender
Male 0 2 3 1 1 1 0 28 2
Female 3 1 5 2 0 0 1 35
Unspecified 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 10
Composite 5 4 8 3 1 5 1 73 1
Cumulative
Weighted Total | 5 13 137 |49 |54 |66 |73
by Ranking

Fifth Preaching Weakness
The WELS doesn’t have a consistent way to help pastors evaluate and improve their preaching.

Cumulative Overall
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Weighted Total ranking
by Gender
Male 2 2 0 1 0 1 2 30
Female 1 2 2 1 0 5 1 52 5
Unspecified 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 12
Composite 3 6 2 4 0 6 2 87 4
Cumulative
Weighted Total | 3 15 |21 (37 |37 |73 |87
by Ranking
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Sixth Preaching Weakness

Pastors use theological language (doctrinal terms newcomers don’t know like atonement,
righteousness, sanctified) and do not explain what such terms mean. Sermon language ends
up being over the heads of some.

Cumulative Overall
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Weighted Total | ranking
by Gender
Male 3 1 1 0 0 1 2 28
Female 1 2 0 0 2 3 4 61 7
Unspecified [0 [0 |1 |0 |1 |1 |1 |21
Composite 4 3 2 0 3 5 7 110 6
Cumulative [ (oo
Weighted Total | 4 10 |16 |16 |31 |61 |110
by Ranking

Seventh Preaching Weakness

Pastors need to include more frequent encouragement to spend time on daily personal Bible
study and regular family devotions.

Cumuilative Overall
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Weighted Total ranking

by Gender

Male 1 1 0 3 0 1 2 35

Female 0 1 1 2 3 4 1 59

Unspecified 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 25

Composite 1 2 1 5 4 6 5 119 7

Cumulative

Weighted Total | 1 5 8 28 |48 |84 |119

by Ranking ‘
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