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Ever since Lutherans came to America they have had to struggle to remain
confessional. Some of these problems faced have been similar to those faced in Europe
and others unique. But the Lutherans who grow from those problems do so in the same
way, that is, by returning to the life of the Church. The life of the Church is Christ and he
comes to us in word and sacrament. So when there is a return to the life of the Church
there is focus on the worship of the Church. This was true of the Reformation and it has
certainly been true in America. Liturgy has been an important part of Lutheranism. In
America it was one of the sources of confessional Lutheranism. By looking at the state
of American Lutheranism leading up to the late 19" century and some of the liturgies of
the late 19™ century it can be seen that liturgy in America has been a source of
confessionalism.

Henry Melchior Muhlenburg was called to America to fix some of the problems
in Pennsylvania. The Lutherans there were not being fed. When he came he did many
things for the Lutherans of America. One of Muhlenburg’s goals was to unite the
Lutherans by using a common liturgy. Due to the language barrier of the different
nationalities of Lutherans the impact of his liturgy did not last much longer than his
generation.! But the forms which Lutherans would return to in the late 19" century
showed a great confession of many %ibhcal truths and allowed the people to participate
and thus learn these truths in a way they had not been able to without those forms.

Forms of worship do not make people confessional Lutherans. However, the
forms of worship show what we believe. Whether it is lex ordandi, lex credendi, or vice
versa the intimate tie between worship and doctrine cannot be denied. The forms used in

the 19" century varied in different churches. Benjamin Kurtz pratsed noted that

' Reed, Luther pp. 161-169



Lutheranism’s “ministers and churches are not positively required to confine themselves
to the letter of the liturgy.”* During the 19" century not all used the liturgy. But as the
use of liturgy grew throughout that century even the presence of the ministers began to
show an attitude that was unlike the attitude of general American Christianity. John G.

Morris comments,

Until about the year 1850, the liturgical services at the ordinary worship in our
Churches were exceedingly simple. A few of our old German ministers had a
very brief altar service, which consisted usually of an invocation and the reading
of the scripture lesson, but there was no general confession of sins and the creed
was not recited. The large majority of our ministers had nothing of this character,
and practiced the mode of worship common among Presbyterians and
Methodists.”

Many in the General Synod during the middle part of the 19" century were trying
to reintroduce the liturgy to their Lutheran congregations. It was a slow process to
include such aspects of the liturgy which confessional Lutherans today would consider as
hallmarks of the service. Even the confession of sins was introduced with opposition.

This whole subject was fully discussed in the Observer twenty-five years ago, and

sometimes in a spirit not the most amiable. The argument of the opposition was

for the most part grounded upon the assumption that the use of the liturgy and
strong adherence to the confession were evidences of a decline m piety. This
must be admitted, if by piety was meant the extravagance and fanaticism which
were so popular at that day, and which presumably arrogated to itself an exclusive
right to that sacred name.”

Only occasionally were the Gloria in Excelsis, Gloria Patri, and the creed used in

churches of the General Synod after the introduction of the Maryland Liturgy of 1864.°

? Kurtz, Benjamin. Why are You a Lutheran? Baltimore: T. Newton Kurtz, 1853. Rev. Dr. Mark
Oldenburg. Primary Documents Section V: Worship in the 19" Century. Class Notes, Gettysburg
Theological Seminary. p. 2. (For the class notes see Appendix A. Great thanks go to the Rev. Dr.
Oldenburg for providing these primary documents.)

* Morris, John G. Fifty Years in the Lutheran Ministry. Baltimore: James Young, 1878, Rev. Dr. Mark
Oldenburg. Primary Documents Section V: Worship in the 19" Century. Class Notes, Gettysburg
Theological Seminary. p. 3.

f [bid p. 4.

> Ibidp. 4.




The depth of doctrine found in these needed to be a part of Lutheran worship in a country
that in many parts saw worship as an experience or feeling in the worshipper. The
liturgies of the late 19" century had these aspects and others which kept the focus on
Christ and his work of salvation for the sinner. It will serve well to look at various
liturgies of the late 19" century to see that these aspects were a source of
confessionalism.

The Order of Morning Service, The Ministerium of Pennsylvania 1860

This service begins with an Introit. There are several Introits from Psalm verses
which end with the Gloria Patri. Right at the beginning of the service the Trinity is
confessed. Also there is a rubric that allows the congregation not only to hear the words
of a Psalm and the Gloria Patri, but allows them to participate, so that they too may be
part of the service.

The Minister standing before the Altar shall say one of the following INTROITS;

after which the congregation shall say or sing the GLORIA PATRI, or the INTROIT

may be said responsively by the Minister and Congregation, or both the INTROIT

and the GLORIA PATRI may be sung.’
This congregational participation is important and is very Lutheran. If the congregation
is merely a group of spectators it is easier for the mind to wander. This structured
participation keeps the people involved and in line with proper doctrine.

The service then offers two confessions of sins. Both scripturally show the
sinfulness of mankind. “For if we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the

’77

truth is not in us.”’ After the confession the congregation is allowed to say or sing the

% Ministerium of Pennsylvania. A Liturgy for the Use of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Philadelphia:
Lindsay and Blakiston, 1860. p. 15
7 Ibid p. 17




Kyrie with the Absolution to follow. The Absolution like the confession of sins is strong.
It states as a fact the forgiveness won by Christ.
Almighty God our heavenly Father hath had mercy upon us, and hath given his
only Son to die for our sins, and doth for his sake graciously pardon us; he also
giveth unto all them that believe in his name the power to become his children,
and promises to bestow upon them his Holy Spirit. Praise the Lord; praise ye the
name of the Lord.?
The end of the Absolution leads right into the Gloria in Excelsis (sung) or a hymn of
praise. This rich text shows Christ as the “Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest
away the sins of the world.”’
Before the Collect the Minister says “The Lord be with you” and the congregation

responds “And with thy Spirit,”""

echoing a response which the church has said for
generations. Here follows the reading of the Epistle and the Gospel. The congregation
responds to the Epistle by asking of the Lord what he asked for his disciples, “Sanctify
us, O Lord, through thy truth, thy word is truth.”!' In response to the Gospel there is no
better thing to be said than “Praise be to thee, O Christ” and the confession of the
Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.'? After this the church prays. This service book has a
number of general prayers or specific prayers for festivals.

The prayers having ended, the congregation joins in a hymn which precedes the
sermon. After the sermon the minister and congregation join in the Lord’s Prayer and a

hymn. The service then concludes, except when the Supper is celebrated, with the

Benediction.

S Ibid p. 19
% Ibid p. 20
" 1bid p. 20
" Ibid p. 20
2 Ibid p. 21



The Service with Holy Communion would follow after the sermon. The
Salutation, Sursum corda, Sanctus, and prefaces begin this part of the service. Next is a
lengthy exhortation including the words of Paul about the Supper. '* This exhortation
shows clearly the teaching of Paul regarding the Lord’s Supper. By using such an
exhortation the communicants are reinstructed about the truths of the Supper before every
celebration.

The mode of consecration does very much the same thing. In the character of the
Eucharistic prayer, the Consecration of this service is a prayer which speaks about the
truths of the sacrament and includes the Lord’s Prayer and the Words of Institution

fully."* Then the doctrinally thick canticle the Agnus Dei is sung with the Nunc Dimittis

" The exhortation reads: “Dearly beloved in the Lord! Forasmuch as we purpose to come to the Holy
Supper of our Lord, wherein he giveth us his body to eat and his blood to drink, in order to strengthen and
confirm our faith in him, it becomes us diligently to examine ourselves as St. Paul the Apostle exhorteth:
“Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.” For this holy
Sacrament is instituted as a special means to strengthen and comfort the troubled conscience of those who
confess their sins and who hunger and thirst after righteousness.

Therefore, whoso eateth of this bread, and drinketh of this cup, firmly believing the words of Christ,
dwelleth in Christ, and Christ in him, and he hath eternal life. Let us also obey his command: “This do in
remembrance of me;” showing his death, that he was delivered for our offences, and raised again for our
justification, and rendering unto him most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by
the same, take up our cross and follow him, and love one another even as he hath loved us. For we are all
one bread, and one body, even as we eat of one bread, and drink of one cup.” The emphasis on the word
‘one’ is written as in the original text of this service. This may simply be a typo. It is not clear why the
‘one’ before ‘cup’ is left un-italicized.

" 1bid p. 29-31 The consecration up to the Lord’s Prayer and Words of Institution: Glory be to thee, O
Lord Jesus Christ, thou almighty and everlasting Son of the Father, that by the sacrifice of thyself upon the
cross, offered up once for all, thou didst perfect them that are sanctified, and didst institute and ordain, as a
memorial and seal thereof, by Holy Supper, in which thou givest us thy body to eat, and thy blood to drink,
that being in thee, even as thou art in us, we may have eternal life, and be raised up at the last day. Most
merciful and exalted Redeemer, we humbly confess that we are not worthy of the least of all the mercies,
and of all the truth, which thou hast showed unto us, and that by reason of our sins, we are too impure and
weak worthily to receive thy saving gifts. Sanctify us therefore, we beseech thee, in our bodies and souls,
by thy Holy Spirit, and thus fit and prepare us to come to thy Supper, to the glory of thy grace, and to our
own eternal good. And in whatsoever, through weakness, we do fail and come short, in true repentance and
sorrow on account of our sins, in living faith and trust in thy merits, and in an earnest purpose to amend our
sinful lives, do thou graciously supply and grant, out of the fullness of the merits of thy bitter sufferings and
death; to the end that we, who even in this present world desire to enjoy thee, our only comfort and
Saviour, in the Holy Sacrament, may at last see thee face to face in thy heavenly kingdom, and dwell with
thee, and with all why saints, for ever and ever. Amen.



following the distribution. 'S The service then concludes with a prayer of thanksgiving
for the gift received and the Benediction.

This service is driven by Scripture. The Scriptures are read. Many parts of the
service are words of Scripture or contain direct quotes or strong allusions to ?cripture.
With this service the focus is on Scripture properly and in that way shows the redeeming
work of Christ clearly.

The Order of Public Worship: Morning Service, General Synod 18690 17

The Kyrie of this service is oddly titled as Kyrie. Instead of ‘Lord’ repeated three
times it has “God, the Father in heaven...God, the Son, Redeemer of the world...God, the
Holy Ghost.”"® This unique wording does make clear the Trinitarian aspect of this Kyrie.
It is placed between the confession of sins and the absolution, as is common in American
Lutheranism. Following the absolution this service places the Creed. This is an

. . 9
uncommon placement of the Creed. It is a good response, however, to the absolution.'

The congregation joins in affirming that they believe the words of the absolution and in

' Ibid p. 31 The words of distribution have what seems to be a glaring omission. The word ‘true’ is not
placed before ‘body’ and ‘blood.” Why this word is omitted is not clear. In the consecration prayer it seems
that there is a strong emphasis on the real presence and nowhere is found a thought of the bread and wine
symbolizing the body and blood. Perhaps this is something that was not thought about in the Pennsylvania
Ministerium at the time. Further research than time has allowed for this paper would have to be done to
answer this question.

'® The date of this service seems to be in question. The Reverend Doctor Mark Oldenburg, professor at
Gettysburg Seminary, who provided the copy of this service, dated it as 1868. The Reverend Professor
Abdel Wentz in his Centennial History of the Evengelical Lutheran Synod of Maryland 1820-1920 (p. 160)
wrote that it was originally put together in 1864 by Dr. S. S. Schmucker (ptooie) and then adopted in 1869
by the General Synod in Washington D. C. Wentz also says that it was amended due to criticism and
readopted in 1881. The text that is examined in this paper was published in 1885 after all final revisions by
the General Synod.

' The Washington is similar to the service of the Pennsylvania Ministerium from 1860. Due to space and
time the examination of this service and those that follow will concentrate on what is different from the
1860 Pennsylvania service instead of a thorough examination.

:S) General, Synod. Book of Worship with Tunes. Philadelphia: Lutheran Publication Society, 1885,

? Ibid




all that the Triune God is and does. The Trinity is strongly confessed by the words of this
service.

In order to aid the participation of the congregation this service book has the
musical notations along with the texts which are sung.”® The importance of the
participation of the congregation cannot be stressed enough. They confess the important
truths of Scripture through such rich texts as the Creed and the Gloria in Excelsis.

The Morning Service, General Council 1872

While the layout of this service may be confusing®', the text is very strong. The
service has a Trinitarian beginning followed by a strong confession like the Pennsylvania
Ministerium’s confession above. In a more traditional arrangement the Introit follows the
absolution as the beginning of the service proper. The key elements of Kyrie and Gloria
in Excelsis are present in this service. Unlike the previous two services examined, this
service has the Hallelujah verse after the reading of the Epistle. There are different
verses listed for each season of the church year.”* Each verse emphasizes a characteristic
of the particular season. For the Easter season the verse reads “Hallelujah. Christ our
Passover is sacrificed for us. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.” 3 This verse, which may seem to
fit better on Good Friday, is a good fit for Easter. The death of Christ and his
resurrection are intimately tied. During Easter, as the congregation ponders the seal of

Christ’s victory, it is not to forget about the victory won at Calvary.

* Ibid

2! This service has the text written at the top of the page and a number of options for how the text is sung at
the bottom of the page, cf. Appendix B.

22 Krauth, Harriet. Church Book with Music. Philadelphia: J. K. Shryock, 1893. During the Passion season
the rubric advises that the Hallelujah be omitted. Instead the following verse, “Christ hath humbled
Himself, and become obedient unto death: even the death of the Cross.” p. 8-9.

2 Ibid p. 10




Morning Service, The Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States 1894

This service is arranged very similarly to that of the General Council 1872 except

Service
that it is shortened with some unfortunate losses. Thig/\does not have the Gloria in
Excelsis. In its place it has verses of Psalm 103. While one cannot argue with the clear
message of forgiveness in the verses of Psalm 103 in this service it seems that this service
could have had both this Psalm and the Gloria in Excelsis. In between the Epistle and the
Gospel, the congregation says, “Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth, Thy Word is
truth.” The Psalm could have fit nicely after this leaving room for the historic place of
the Gloria in Excelsis.

Aside from that omission this service retains those important parts of the service
which are a source of confessionalism. The Kyrie, Creed, readings, sermon, Sanctus,
exhortation®®, Words of Institution, and Nunc Dimittis are all present in this service. In
addition to these the words of distribution include the word ‘true’ before ‘body’ and
‘blood.” This clearly confesses the real presence in the Supper.

These liturgies and others of the late 19" century include the major parts of the
historic liturgy. By including these parts the liturgies allow the congregation to hear and
participate in the proclamation of important truths of Scripture. The Liturgies set up as
they are show the congregation and can be a reminder to the pastor that the focus of true
Lutheran worship is not on self but on the work of Christ. Christ’s work is clearly
confessed in these liturgies. Since Christ is the focus these liturgies were a source of

. . . . . {l
confessionalism for the Lutherans in America during the late 19™ century.

24 Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States. A Liturgy for the Use of Evangelical
Lutheran Pastors. Columbus: Lutheran Book Concern, 1894, p. 8 The Exhortation is exactly as in the
Pennsylvania Ministerium’s service.
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Primary Documents Section V: Worship in the 19" Century
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Appendix B

A Page from the Morning Service of the General Council 1872



waury - ads Ly 00 | ppfead | ano eares | -ex || ‘praoa | ey
o T=e—— - N Jo suis | ayy Avae 9soNuY L[} oY,
—einl| f——21g———=:6 sn | vodn | foseut sawy | ‘plioa
s T o AT |owg jo swis | ayy Leme 9seyuy J8UL g
P L AL | aqy jo | wog | ‘poyy jo
2z . L HLIQ.I\II quivry ‘pon pio1 O | JZEO | susep
1= M.M%ml_QmTﬁ.l A | fuog uepeSaq-A[ng oy ‘prorl Q
- g-ht 4 — ——g-0/ {3y
1281700 423fF ‘nof YL eq ploY Ay gy -1V M h@ﬂpdnﬂ _ 3} poyn __ CJEMm
wwy | pmeg | eg pon | jo fuasvay | ‘pop  POT O B
L1015 | oy w :mi wsow 1w ‘9s0Y%) 5 L1013 | 1eous
_.;c:_iu s sty 0 Lo noyr, | AT | odop eoql | o3 syueys oald em
pioT | ayz qau | Lpo | woyy, |9y, Apold e || fooyy, | dinstom
I ¢oq | qaes Lo | noyl, o % | aaL ‘oo, ssojq oav ‘oo, osiwad oAy
‘3 'su | uodn uewt | paes
[ Lorow asty | “omeg | oy pop f-03 [ua | -pood ‘sowad | yyrwe uo puw
_,E PUTY BT 93 1B 3593318 U3 LOY, I ‘ysig | uwo poy | o3 oq %85 1
AP ] IO S N AN
J T )} ” o T |
||.._T\ m|T.Q WQI. kulmlmlw UTQ .MTQJ:.II&.M;_'Q Til..lﬁ+|luid
. IQI. .. < e e - “_ T2 A
T Trree w b Ctppe e Poe
2 . | e
EEfer e ‘\-_,hﬁ.,%- == tL «ﬁ%
3  — | I —— — I 1 :
[ T /..\ L
Tz || ; \../ T T u_ | . N
3T i . ¥ I—= T .
===l % === p_m._-im&ﬁﬁm
: =15 22 U~ A~
ZTe 7 ._W = _ T = .._N_.. Tz = Wl W

r..\|| 7. _ i _ { [ t i T W # :\
B SISIANG) 1Y N0

uwawy ‘nod Y oq pIorT oy,
:fivs @0 buis > Bos wapsnapyr aya oys vay g b
s e 2 PR 000 24 b .. 032 “YS1Y U0 Pox) 01 8 AI0[K)
LATI0N AL s fuis 1poys :&.EQEESQ o
P -
[ser—cor sobvgl  finer oyt Yolif o poy 03 9q %.STO
L0 1097[00) Y2 Bus wSIULTE vy IDYS WYL 1 2 fivs s wopsyny oy,
‘Aeid sn LElg) ‘SISTIOXH NI FINOTIH
2 fins s anstuT oy g UOIUNWAUGY D ST 242YY) UM PUD
. 1s Lo ‘sfin(q aysay o daoxa ‘Guns aq fpw axivag fo
LAS AT A PO wwhEr 40 appnuny ovoun foa.ayn prasul ‘o
¢ fvs w0 bugs qoys woywbaabuo) sy,f | { SIS[eOXT] Ul w01y oy funs aq poys uay,f |

¢ "HOIAYES DONINYONW HHL

‘81 wo- dn £019Wt 8ATY ‘pIOTL gn no - dn £oJow davi JSLYD) Pm wo - dn Axnw savy ‘pro

J | } N
o e
e i M R e e ] S e &

R __*_ m__ T _\M ._% -~ .WJI\.\JW..WJ.%..D.
H
wdd J ) dd = S0 ) =
Tte jdd T o g D U W N MO G ol 1
B e O I R o Iy i 4 ) o —at
nm m“ Q_“b z :Q mlm = ..Mr_\kl_ :QI“V“\ = ml v .\: “A%M'Im“ﬁm 4
) i 1 [ ! H H ¢ HE H H L ! |
e A N R N §
WASAEVITHIATE °f “TULNSI{UJ WIOLY . .D.H

s 1o - dn  £0-10TT 9ABY Eoﬂ sn o - dn fommaseyfsuy) csn wo - dn Lo -19ma aawy ‘prog

— | ; o2 o o P AN
=21 it | W% W S § B WO S 7 1 i a—
=== —E
HF'QI_Q‘_._“ ﬂ_mrle‘d“rW|V“|._._Q|“h_Q:\\A- : n__ Z 1
T _ | ) !
zd), 24 B
! r “. @ —.Ib.ﬂﬂ.lllﬂ\rﬁ%“._wx.lhl-.l“ﬁl &I“Ap“lﬂ&lhl
- = m .hnﬂ 7 q;\_n v L Z; Qr—i&r*\mﬂéﬁ\uh\*Ql.MA_ ,
: T 7 { 7
*Anyuoy) 13 LT UloW J0JSI0L], up IS0 103, 1107] HHH
'sn uwo - dn £o-1dwr eavy ‘paorf su woe - dn \,.u 10w A ISy sn. o - dn £o-19 aaTy ‘pIo
Tl )4 m_t& )
i ML W S | P e s S | .Qlﬁﬂ.n“:‘!ilq lﬁ%\ﬂ
S S .72 R A~ 0 B B L.IQlllii L
,um-l‘QmﬁwUH\w - Canta : :
:____. r/\___ L T/\::____
, || 2l e e Elo 2l o, oo -5 Clhe- ~
f& xn&IJK%-T%!T?E%&_ ooty
s - + <)
o . — I = f————F \_imj
; _ . =ty
WESAAVHTHAATE "L 11
sn wo - dn ho.uuacéa PO EM ao_ -dn  fo-zemasvy ‘) 'sn wo - dn £3 - I9UT 0ADY ‘PIOTT N
!
=z .H*L _L“ e r_1 w ;
e A e 2 ;  ——t ¥ .
u_ Zaar | Wm” 2 —; \u“w\u It AT “anm
___[ﬂﬂ CTr T ez 11T 10
| |
Q.PLQ,* IQIL_L_W_WQQLFQ&Q\.
_ ?ﬂn“ Quwl 1% Qgtmlﬁlﬂlhhlﬁll e —
: e e B e e e o Gt &
T f ’ i T T Y

i
h.:::wo 0L— u 1105 EES, up oIy

“smopjof yapym WA 40 91013Ue) 2y2 S0 iy ayr 0] puv ‘uosvag ayz o1 souasafo.L ynm 199p% I}

‘sn uodn
foupws sapy  ‘plorr  uounbaibug)

‘snwodn £0.1oWT DAY ‘PIOTY  WAISIULY

- s uodn
! fouows savy “suayy  uoywhaibug)

" -snwodn £0IaWI9ABY USLUY) "UBISIULYT
1 wodn
fowow eamy  ‘puory  uoywbeibugy

snuodn Loreweaey ‘pio oSy
HIEAN THI

mmzm%ﬁ up uoyrbailiney oy;
fq pws a0 Funs puv ‘uasnayr syr g pins 2g
fivwe wopyad yova 4o ‘uoyvbaibuo) puv 49781
-wiy 9y} fig piws 1o funs aq Avw ek ayy |

9183 oYz mopof 1vys way |

"HOTAYHES ONINYOW THI ¥




