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i THE GLORY OF THE TEACHING MINISTRY .
\ .8
You awe all eware that our Lord Jesus has given us bub one work to do,

nemely to teach the Gospel. This ls the primary factor in the bullding and

proserving of the kingdom of God, Dy the use of the word "teach” we do not

wish to 1imit the scope of the public mbnilstry sinee there is only one publie
ministry , but 1t hes many functions and commands. We know that the work of
the ministry has been jeopardized by a dangerous and disheartening shortage

of longeserving male personnel, This iﬁlﬁéry 1likely oceasloned by all ro-

~sponsible in gaining boys for thils diviﬂéFWQwi@‘ The objective then of this
brief essay is to show the glory of tha'%aaéhing ministry to the ﬁﬁﬂ that
it may redown to the welfare of the Cahurch and the Kingdom @f Gode, Therefore f
: _ ' o

we shall wish to consider the following parts:

I, Whereim does the glory consist

I, The Duty of the teaching ministry
I1I, The Privilege of the teaching ministry
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IV, The Final Glory of the teaching minlstry.

1.

A

T, WHERBIN does the glory consist

In the asslgament of this topie, "The Glory of the Taaching»ﬁinistfygm

L.l%l“,lAn

I am Suf@.it was not intended that a separgtion or allenation be made from
the doctrine of the publie ministry and thus to set up ranks within the
ehurche F@f wo are all cofworkers in the vineyard of the Lord and ramks

or speclal stations are forelgn to us, Gen@r@lly_gpa&king'WQ apply the
torm "minister" to a pastor., Webster defines it as referring to an in-
ferior, a sepvant, Jeosus used it in this sense when he said; "Whosoever
will be great among you, 1let him be your minister; end whogoever wlll Dbe
chlef emong you, let him be Your servent; Bven as the Son of Man came not
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to gilve His life a rensom for
many." Matbt. 20:26-28., The ministry then as we refer to it is the work of

preaching of the Gospel of Christ Jesus and the adminlstrations of the
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The Church has rlghtly divided

and officlals and laymen In locel congreogabionse

i1ts functions as wo have‘pastors”

But

the woril has been given to overy peliever, young and 0ld, men and wWOMON.

Ag % Peter 2, Ve 5 and 9

O sayyh iye @lso, as lively stones aro built up a

gpifi@ual house, an holy priesthood to offer up Spipitual socrifices,

accepbable to God by Jesus Christ

royal prieéthoodg en holy mnation,

forth the pwaiaes of Him who hath

mapvelous light." Because God is

me-ee Yo are a chosen generation, a

a p@@uliar people that ye should show
@all@ﬂ y@u out @f darkness inbto hils

a God - @f @wdevg the Church from the very

peginning hes eane@ially &ppoimted men ©O ﬂl@@hﬂ?@@ publicly the dub %@g

assigned to the Church. All Chrisbians aro not guelified bo perform pub-

licly and therefore @iff@wenﬁ offices have b@@n @s@ablighad for vaprious taskSo

God tells us thab Ghr;s» gave

he gave S0me apostles, and some, prophets,
- pastors and teachers for the perfecting of the saints."”
apecifly which forms the church must

Phe functions Of £his publie ministry are

wabech, ©O ?u189~t0 rebuke, and to

1g ghown by St Pavnl w

"Wpo then is Paul, and who 1s Apollos,

as the Lord gave bto eVery man? T
gove the 1nereasse
he that watereth;
and he thab watereth are 0NSj and

according to his own labor. (For

are God's rusbandry, ye are God's

external Tforms3, yet one is our master,

gifts to men,

when he writes to

8o then m@ither is

put God that glveth the Ineréase.

for in Eph. 4311 we read: "And
and SOMG, evangelisﬁag and some,
God does nob
heves bub no ond form 18 inat&tvt@&a‘
very clear for 3% is to feed, %O
(etco)

bapbize. Phis unity of the work

the Corinthiens in_l @Of@ 33 5=-8,

put ministers by whom yo believed, oV

have plant®&9 Apollos watered} bub God
he that plant@ﬁh‘any thing, neither
Wow he that planteth

overy man aghall recelve his own fewafﬂ
together with Gods T9©
i
bullding.)

Yeg, though we recognize the

Josus. . ‘ . ?

The work of the teaching minlstry centers about man s s@iriﬁu&l wolfare, :

for 1t deals with his jmmortal soule

As we ¥now it today In the case of Tl
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parochial school teacher, 1t centers about the performance of the publlc
ministry emong the children by teaching in a classroom or by activity in and
through other agencles of Chrlst-centered tralning for children. This work
Por the Master may also extend to older youths and even adults in Young Peopldg
work, Sunday School Teacher Training, Bible @laaﬁes; various so@i@ﬁies; and
Choirs. Bducational work and other services at Conferences or on boards and

commlttdes may also at Gimes fall to the lot of teaching minlstry. The play-

“ 4ng of the organ in the publiec worshilp, @F-thé directing of choirs may also

~ £all into the services which the teaching mimistry mist perform, but this

. too must be done for the Glory of Jesus whose work we have been chosen o

" perform. We must always be mlssionaries not only in winning the §©ml§‘éf the

children bub aleo in winning their parents and friends when and 1f, the op-.

~ portunities present themselves,

Although not all of these things may be required, yet 1t is Important thatl.

- we pemember that the congregation lays down 1ts definitation of the funections

" of the public ministry in the ¢all. Since this can be done only in bold

Qutlin@9~it follows thaé%h@r@'mugt be suffielent flﬁﬁibility for additions
and deductions in detalls, But 1if important changes ave to be made the love
and justice as we @ave experienced 1t, would demend that such chenges be made
by mutuel agreement, Included in thés call is the obligation to gilve the
children a general edueation. Indirectly and by implication Beripturs
r@veaiag«howeverg that a general education is the willl of God, and theb—%hab
i o be a general Ghristlan education, whilch can be provided. only by

thristisns and the Christian Church, It also reveals that the Church @aﬁﬁ@%

ol

carry on 1%8 primary mission of saving sounls wlthout a general education. We
do this at our synodicel schools, And in the Jocal congregation 1t would
be likewlse true where the pastor and teacher would haeve great difficulty

wlthout & general education of the hearers and Lefibners.
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THE GLORY OF THE TEACHING MINISTRY

TT = The Duty of the Teaching Ministry

Men was created for o double purpose, He was intended to be the lord
of the oarth; for when all else was created God took counsel with Himself
aayiﬁgz "Lot us make man iﬁ our image, efter our likeness; end let them
heve deminien over the fish of the sea, and the fowl of the alr, and ever
catile, and over all the sarth.” Pe sides appointing him lord of the earth
Ged "breathed into his nestrils the broadth of 1ife3 and men beceme a
living soul,” that he should 1live for G@@iénd with God fevever. Beth his

deminleon over the earth amd his imp

ortelity men lost by sin. HNew 1% cosbs
. men leber and pains te make his living up@nf%&rthg'&m@ in order that he nay
| not remain in eternal death, but may obtain everlasting salvatlion man must
be teught that special plen whieh Ged devised fer the salvation of sinnerss
Without the fall of man there might alse have been agencles fer teaching,
but, of course, agencles of a v@fy @izf@r@nt @hara@ter than, they are now

7 . i 2 FeR "t )
- needed, becauvse NOW man nust b@ e g meeliorers SR Vi w0

How must any agency be censtituted in erder te answer the deuble purpese
forwhich man wes created? It mus @@ft@iﬁiﬁ teach how to make & living in
this world and how te b@ g&v@dg Our forefathers already found that where
either ef these two things wore abgent the agency was deficient and wes
not as 1t ought to be. Therefore they esteblished Christien Day Scheols.
On this Luther speake to the peint when he sayss Seme teach nothing frem
the Scripturesg some teach the children nothing but the S@riptur@ég béth
of which are mnot to be telerated.” He furthor seys, "I corteinly weuld
not advise anybedy te send his child te a school which is not ruled and
gulded by th@lﬁ§1y Seriptures.” And egain,"We must have and maint&im
Christian Schools, for God preserves the Church through achools, and
gchools af@ the censervabories of the Church.” If a scheol 1s to answer

the double purpese fer which men was ér@&teds both must be taught In 1t;

worldly knowledge and the knowledge unto salvation.



A Christlien t@acﬁerbin a Christian Day School must instruct the children
entrusted te his care in the aceomplishments necessary fer the 1life in thils
world, and hereln he is te apply all diligence that the children may grow
up te become QS@ful members of secietys f@?'ﬁh@ welfare of state and soclety
is dependent en the school, |

But far mere Ilmportent then the lmparting of worldly knowledge ls 1t to
teach the children what 1s right and wrong b@fﬁr@ God eand men, and to in=
struct them In the way ef salvatlien whi@h G5d has prepared f@?’ug sinners
in Christ J@su@; that they may grow up nét @nl§ to bocome virtuous men and
women who walk in the way of right and g the paths of sin and vice, bubt -
also to become true Christlisns who walk in the fear ef God and the true
Christien falth and whe when ceming to dle knew where th@ir's@uig ge. Of
this latter the Prophet Isaieh commands when saying in chapter 40,938
"0 Zlen, that bringest good ldlngs, ILLK/MB/HI/HALES /LER/ SEHSHEINS
Jif# got thee up inte the high mountaini O Joruselem, that bringest. goed
ﬁi@ingsp 11t up thy volce with strengths; Lift it up, be not efraid.”

Whe is Zien and Jerusalem thét bring good tidings? It is the church ef the
New Testement, the church of Jesus Christ, and thé good tidings whieh 1%
brings are the tidings Whi@h the angel prgcl&imed en the filelds eof Bsthle-
hem, the tldings that the Sém of God 1s born teo save His peeple, henoe
also children, frem thelr sins, and these tldings the Church proclaims

1 through her servants in the teaching minlstry. This is the besle &n@

! primary duty of a Christlan teacher, te bring the tidings of Jesus to

' Zien's children., This is te be his labor by day and his prayer by nlght;
this 1s his highest and chief ebject that with the children entrusted

i te his sare may be fulfilled what 1s prephesied cencerning the chlefl

' Shepherd: "He shall gather the lambs with his arm, end cerry them in his
bogseme” What would it profit e teacher 1f he would equip his schelars

with all worldly lmewledge and Would not lead them te Jesus? What would




it avaell 1f he would sayt I have educated wise men and women of the world?

T feapr the Lerd would answer: If instead of feeding mp lembs with the bread

of 1ife thou hast lebored only fer the werld thou must also share the fate of ¥

the worlde This, then, must be the Christian Teacher's highest alm fif to
lay the lembs of Zion inte th@ arms of Zien's Shepherd.

These dubles any teacher of the Word is te perferm fearlessly and beoldly.
0f Zien bringing geod tldings the prophet saysi'Get thee up Ilnto the high
. mountain.” And ef Jersalem he sayss"Lift u@lﬁhy veice with strengths 1ift 1t
up bs not e@raid; say unbe the cltles of Jﬁd&hg Bohold your Gedl®” These ef
the temching minlstry 3h@u1é be 1ike ene stending on a high cliff, fearless,
although %@n@ath him all is burmeil and @@ﬁfusi@m@' A teacher of the Word
ghould perform the dibtles eof hls effice in the fear of G@dé~@uﬁ witheut the
foar of man. "For if Ged be fer us, who cen be against us?” If God be on
our side, we neod not fear the @uté@n@ of the battle for we are &1waya in
the maj@rity@ Whe ther men leve him eor hat% him, prais& him or vall at him,
" he should de what is right and he sheuld de 1t witheub flin@hing and wi%h@ut
t wavering.

For the right @éu@ati@n firmness st be coupled with leving kindness.
A teachsr of the Word i1s senb to perferm Christ’s effice, and how did Jesus
deal with men? Impenitence and the'atubb@rnnéss of the Ph&rigeas-ﬂ@ re=
buked wilth hafé end sherp werds., Severe correctlion is often necessary eaw
pecldally with children, Solomen sayss "Poplishness is bound in the heart
of a éhil@g but the red ef cerrectieon shall drive 1t far from him@%§W©v@Q2915
To broak sbtubbernness and te drive out wilckedness the é@d of the law must

be used, even as & pastor must use the hammer of the law te break the steny

heart. For without the law, the Godpel has ne sweetnesse But BhRe leve of
" Jesus cennoi be driven In by the law, as 1ittle as a broken heert can be
healed by the law. The leve el Jesus must be implanted by leving kindnesse.
Hereln every teacher of the Werd should strive teo follew Jesus Christ ef

whom the Secripture says:"He shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry
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them in his bosem,” that is, He shall embrace them, He shall fendle them,

He shall gather them up and cemfort them, lilte & mother will take up her crying

infant en her arm and will cemfert 1t. Censtrained by the leve eof Jesus o
Chiristien teacher is teo strive after Jesus in all things. And in this he
should persevere nover pérmitting himself te be sarried mwaey by e splirlt of

biltterness and disconbent. He should never ferget that he has mede 1t hils X

. 1ifets werk te lead children to Jesus end %h@ﬁ trials come and troubles
multiply, he should deny himself and should é%t nimself up into A/UILH/ASAY

izth@ high mountein from where he ean look down upon trials and tri%@?&@icmga

- And troubles a teacher of the Word can not escape, thoy will ceme upon hime

# Henee we alse congider tho privilege of the teaching minlstry which is e par®

cef the glerye

ANniy VM



" IIT - The Priviledse

Leading souls to Jesus is a work whiich Saten hates and he employs all

means to prevent it., He even works overtime., Bhere is no man

nore hated

of Satan than a falthful teacher of God's Word. And not only Satan, the
whole kingdom of darkness 1s against him eand his work. He has his own flesh
to contend with too, because the 0ld Adam never wants o work f@%@ésu@a

He must dally contend against depravity and the evil propensities of

human nabture manifesting themselves in th@se he seeks to teaech, He must
often experience great ingratitude of auéhfwho should be highly indebted

to him, He must endure the scorn of the . '@@l@ and the sercasm of fanatical

gy" L L«bu Lt

men who pralse a religlon without knowlcdgo  He must often Tabor seoing

1ittle fruits and frequently the di@@@ﬁfaging thovght may harass him that h@

is mneither w@rthy nor qualified for this worly end these gloomy thoughts

may become & sore trial depressing the heaﬁt@\ But we must not fégg@t that‘

1t 1s God who hires laborers into His vineyard and He frequently @hd%@@
such whom the world would not choose., We who are 1aboring in the vineyard
are not to ask whether we ér@ sufficient for work, - in himgelf amnd @f'him~
gself no one 1s sufficient to do the least good in the kingdbm of God, With
us the declsive guestlon 18 to be whether we are ecalled of God, and if we
knmow that God has celled us, then we are @h@eﬁfuliy to stand where he has

placed us and.gladly perform what He has given our hands to dog --kmowing

this that God will put none of His laborers Lo the wrong place, Unto this .

dey 1t remains as the Lord says: "One soweth and another reapeth." Johm 4:37.

Not all His laborers have the same kind of work and the seme kind of SUCCOss §;

but 1t is the Lord who chooses both His sowers and His reapers end he makes

every ohe of them sufflelent %o acec

omplish that whereunto He sends Him,

{")

Por all difficulties wilth which teachers of the Word may meet, for all
trials which may befall him, his very work and calling must afford him a
strong comfort, He ls sent of God and called by the daughtér of Zion to

bring good tidings to those within her scope; the good tidings that there

Ant 1T
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is galvabion for their souls, that through Jesus Christ, the Son of God
and of Mavry, they are made heirs of an eternal kingdom of glory., Verlly
a great and glorious work to bring these tidings ﬁo lbst aouls and to

dpew them into that kingdom. There iz not a more blessed work under the

gun than to lead souls to Jesus. It 1s e priviledge above all priviledges.

Tn the 18th chapter of Matthew the Lord sayst "Whoso shall offend one of thet

14ttle ones whlch believe in me, 1b wer@ better for him that a millgtone wey

henged &:out his neck, end that he ﬂp@wm@d in the depth of the sea,"

Wow if 1t is so dreadful o give occasion for chllfren tovd@pa?t from
Jesus, what a great and gloriocus W@ﬁk.to'dﬁaw them to Him} Suﬁ@ly a work
worthy of labor and self denial, Men will lebor day and night, they will
endure hardshlps, éhey will sall on stormy seas and will Figk: %héi? lives
to galn gold and %o win fame; things which pass qui@klé aWayy === but the
gouls which a teacher of the W@yd'wins'for Christ are not consumed by moth
ond Tust, they will stand with bhim at God's right hand, UWhat a grand %himg
will it be If he can step forth and pays 'Master, Thou dldst gand me o
bring to these the tidings of Thy salvation; behold they are here, d@liverm
od from the kingdom of darimess and saved for Thine everlasting armse '
Surely the Lord will say unto hims 'Well dome, thou good end falthful

servant; thou hast been failthful over a few things, I will make thee

ruler over many things; enter thou into the jdy of thy Lord,' Teachers of

the Word, lay vour hands to the plow Justily?! Thou art faycf@@ among
many. The Lord God has called you to a blessed, a glorious work; a work
for the sake of which we rejoice to be hated of all men, yoa, to endure,
if need be, starvationg nakedness, and death itself.
Against the enemies 8lso & t@a@her of the Word should always remein
cheerful, because they can proeeed no futher than God's willl shell suffer
them, as this text testifiles: "Behold, the Lord God will come with a

strong hand, and his arm shall rule for Him; behold, his reward Iis with

I2.Va B Nn WIS Bhar |
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him, end his work before him," A teacher of the Word is in the service

of e Great Lord whose arm is mighty to protect emd to save and who will
never abandon His falthful servants or 1éave then uwnrewarded. And though some
of Hig servants are sent to be sowers only aend are not granted to weap the
frult of their laborers in this 1ife, yet they shall not lose their reward,

in the world to come they shall- receive an hundred-fold end shall inherit

x eternal 1ife,

Aot AT
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IV - THE FINAL GLORY OF THE TEACHING Minisgry

The ailm then of the teaching mimiatry 18 to ‘émlke man truly heppy in
this life and %o lead him te a 1ife of eternal bliss, While thisg 44 g o=
ing en with all the pewer glven us by Ged, we must not ferget that In the
Almighty Werd which we teach we teo can find that which can entirely satisfy
ém@ spldlts and edvanece our own selves, by Ged's grace, in the way of our
ewn selvation. Knewing thé" our work is never entirely futile and in vain,
we rejolce when we read Jesus's words inaJ@hn 17824, "Pather, I will that
they alse whom Thou hast given Me be wi@h Mo whoro I am, that thoy may bew
held My glery which Theu hast given M@;ﬁ' i

When the lebere of a teacher of the W@ré peem most difficult, whon we
are buffeted and ridiculed, when we are ealled nerrow=minded and bigebted
because of strict adherence te the teachings of the Bible, then we must remenmb
the werds of St. Paul as he writes in Remans 8, 18,"I reckon that the
sufferings ef thils present time are net worthy te be compared with the glory
~which shall be revealed in us.” And egein in Danlel 1233 - "And they thet fi
shall be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmement; and they that ﬁg
turn many te righteousness as the stars forever and ever.”? And alse Iin Reve
2310 = "Be thou &&ithful unte death end I will give thee a erown of 1lifes”
This gl@ry exlats Iin the world to come and ia unoxprggsiblg groeat, exeoeding
anything we could have asked er praved fer in this 1ife.

To all of us this should be greatly @ﬂ@nmr&giﬂg and should strengthen »
this tru@tAth&t the Lerd will presper the work of our hands§ Through this ﬁ#?
work of the L@%@h“ﬂg mimist@y the Lerd has commenced vlg@f@kgﬂy to bulild His
Zien, He willl rule with His arm end His work is before Him, but how far
His work 1s te proceced we de net lmew, because 1t Is hid in the covnsel ef

Ged, But this we knew that eur work is right, that it is wollepleasing

bafere Ged, because we are enly delng what is eur duty te do @c@@réimg te Hig

YWord, and thersfore the arm of the Lerd will be with eur werk and it will

rule for Him. The increase will certainly met fail, The Word which is

anr M4
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teught wlll net return velds it will bring ferth frult under the blesslng
of Geds Inte the hands of the Father ever all deo we cemmend the werk; fer
1% 1s His and not eurs. It is He thet must geovern and gulde both teachers

end schelars, and may He ceuse His werd fifd to dwell with us in ell 1ts truth

end purlty fer generatlens te cemee
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