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DEACONESS WORK

~,

Topic Sentdnce: In this research péﬁe:_l shall attempt to describe how

th: Deaconess Orgenization was orgenized and how 1%
grow, what treining is neceesary for a person t0 be-
come a desconess, and how soveral deaconesses have
nelped other people to ovircoms their troubles.

1. Before I begin discussing the training or work of a deamoness I shall
describe how this organization started asnd grav,

A

B.

C.

The deaconess movement had its beginning in Germany.
From Germany the deaconess movement spread to America.

Since 1911 the desconess movement hrs been fostered in The
Luthsran Church - Missouri oynod.

I1. The present day program of the Luthersn Deuconess Asgociaztion in the
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod is very importante.

2

e

B.

Girls who prepare for deaconess work have a dofinite zim or
PUTrPOSE e

The Lutheran Deaconess Association has adoptéd certain entrance
requirements.

The treining of deaconesses has definite objectives.
The troining prepares deaconesses for work in various fields.

1. Deaconesses may train for service in foreign missions and
home missions.

2, Deaconcsses may train for service in parish work,
3. Denconesses may train for service in hospitals.

4, Desconesses may trein for service in cther institutions,

III. The most interesting part of the work of & doaceness ars the ex-
periences which the deaconess has in huee wori.

A

Deaconssses tell of expsriences in parish work,

1. Take the case of k¥r. wWilson % .n from the records of
Denconess kdith Eelnes.

2, This next case is a familisr one to every deaconess wWho
works in a parish,



B. Deaconesses tell of experienccs in home missions and foreign
missions,

1.

2

Right herc at home there are descenosses who have the
privilege of seeing the results of their work.

&, Herc is an cexperience in which ftho deaconess was
privileged to seo the results of her work.

b. This sxperience oncouraged the decconsss cven though
this little colored girl could not vork in the church.

¢+ This next case takes plece in a congested area in our
city.

Not only at home are desconesses faced with problems, but
deanconcsscs face problems in foreign missions,

a, Let's go to China and hear Dunconess Gertrude Simon
t¢ll one of her many experiences.

b, Here is the case of Too Houng lee who couldn't wait
Yo hear about the sbories of Jesus,

C. Deaconcsses tell of their experiences in hospitals,.

1.

2

Here is an interecsting experienco from the life of Deaconess
Martha Theilmann who was assiznced to one of our own Lutheran
Hospitals,

My interview with Denconess Rink wes & very interesting one,
and she told me some experiences which she had in her work
%5 a dorCOoness.

D, Deaconesses tell of their experiences in other institutions.

L.

2

e

Conclusion:

Here is an excmple of how desconesses can make sick children
happy at Christmzs time.

This is an incident which happens to onc of wur deaconesses
in an old folks' homc.

In the files of deasconsss Marthe Theilmann I found this
experience which she will never forget.

5 research paper I hsve briefly described the
ization of the deaconess movemsnt, how deaconesses
bare for this work and how several deaconssses have

W

sueceeded in helping people in trcublc.



DEACONESS -WORK

Since my childhood days I have slways felt sorry for people who were in
trouble, such as the poor send the sick, My father is a pastor and he receives
calls for help any time of the dny or night. It has often made me feel use-
less that I could not help; so I was dobermined that when I grew older I was
going to help people who nceded help through the Deaconess Organization
supported within my church body, The Luthersn Church - Missouri Synod. In
this research paper I shall sttempt tc decc ite how the Deaconess Organization
was organized and how it grew, whut training is necessary for a person to
become a deeconess, and how scveral desc nesses have helped other people to
overcome their troubles.

Before we gu into the work of & deaconcss we should get = picturse
of how this wonderful organization came into reings The little town
Kaiserwerth in Germany is the birthplace of the desconess movement. A
Lutheran, Pastor Theodore Fliedner, was its founder. It was in 1836
when Pastor Flicdner orgesnized the first deaconess society in the housc
of Ccunt Stolberg in Duecsseldorf, Germany. Gertrude Reicherd was the
first woman who promised to become & dezconess. In Octuober, 1936,
Pustor Fliedner opened the first motherhouse, The descounsss movement
spread to Paris, Strassburg, Dresden, and Breslau. To the Hust the
program spread to Jerusalem, Smyrne and Constantincople. To the West i+
casme to our country, to the city of Pittsburgh.l Let's follow this
movement in America.

The first attempt in America was made by a Lutheran, Pastor W. A,
FPassavant, who had met and talked with Pastor Fliedner in burcope., Pastor
Flcidner in 1849 scont four deaconesses to help the movement in America.
The deacuness movement grew and by 1888 there was = growing motherhouse
in Philadclphia., Pastor Cordes, of Hanbury, who buceme ractor of the
Philadelphia motherhouse, said that this work could not be restricted to
nurses; 8o in 1890 he started a school for desconesscs,o By this time
the orgsnization hed spread to other churches,

The diaconate next in importance to that in the Luthersn Church is
the diaconate of the Methodist kpiscopal Church. The organizaticn in
this church was established in 1888 for the purpose of training woman for
city missions, home missions and foreign missions, As sarly ss 1855 the
Protestant spiscopal Church begen treining deaconesses in Maryland, This
church did much to trein deaconesses for parish work. Two churches
started their organization in the year 1901, the Congregationsl Church
in Dover, Illincis and the United Brethren ¢uurch in Colorsdo Springs
end Denver, Colorado., No history of these programs is available, The
Baptist Church began deaccness work in 1895 in New York, a program which
grew rapidly. The Presbyterian Church began to do deaconess work in
1887, but it died w quick death. There was another organization not
Supported by a church, callecd Inter-Denominational Homes, which was
started in 1896, Its mein purposs was to care for the sickré This
organization gradually ceased to exist,

M. James, "History of the Diaconate in Burope," p.2.
?M. James, "History of the Diaconsate in America,"™ p.3.
SM. Lois Jank, "The Diaconate in Other Churches in America,™ ppe.l-6.
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The deaconess program which is the wmost important to me I have not
yet mentioned, namely that of The Lutheran Church--Missouri oyruod, In
the next paragraph I shall discuss how this wonderful organization
started and grew in this church body.

The Deaconess Organization in The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod
had its beginning forty-one ycars ago in 1911 in Fort Wayhe, Indiana.
Pastor Herzberger of St, Louis, who was a pioneer worker in the Luthsran
City Missions in 5t. Louis, brought the question before a number of
Lutherans, There were no results for a while, but poople began to think
about dcacunsss work. Pastor Philipp Wambsganss supported Pastor
Herzberger. People continued to talk about it, so that the idea would
not be forgotten. In July, 1919, the Associated Lutheran Charities met
in Fort Wayne again to discuss the Deaconess Organization. It was at
this convention that the decision was reached to organize the Lutheran
Deaconess Association with headquarters in Fort Wayne, A month later,
August, 1919, the organization became known as the Lutheran Deaconess
Association of the LEvangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference of North
America. The organization grew, so that by February 1, 1922, it had its
own hospital-.4 In 1943 deaconess training was transferred to Valparaiso
University. The Lutheran Deaconess Assoclation retains its identity as
an organization to sponsor and dirsct the deaconess program but utilizes
the educational facilities of Valparaiso University. OSince its
organization a number of superintendents served the asscciation., The
present superintendent is the Rev. Arnold F. Krentz, who lives in Fort
Wayne, Indianeas

Now that I nave described the history of this great movement®, the
next question that arisses is: Wuat entrance requirements must a zirl
have or what braining will she neced to become a deaconess? A girl must
ask herself a very importsnt question bofore she even staris thinking
about entering the work of a deaconess, She must ask herself: What is
my aim or purpose in becoming a deaconess?

A deacuness wishes to be a hand-maid of Jesus Christ, to devote her-
sglf to the service of her Lord and Saviore To serve means to uss one's
gifts and strength, not for self, but for others. True service is
rendered with a sincere heart. Deaconess work is service of msrcy,
kindness and charity. Works of mercy, of the right kind, bhelong to a
lowly heart, a heart overflowing with love. A doaccness must be honast,
full of the Holy Ghost and WisCOome O

what requircments must a girl who wants to become a desconess mect?
A pirl must mect these requirements before she can enter Valparaiso
University to beecome a deaconess: 1. She must not be over thirty-five
years of age. 2. he must have graduated from a recognized high school
3. She must have sould physical health. 4. She must have the sincere
desire to serve Christ and the church. 5, Sho must have the recommen-
dation of her pastor. 6. ©She does not have %o bo znurse but it is
helpful to the deaconess if she is also a trained nurse. The girl does
not have to make a vow that she will stay unmarricd, but she must serve

4 . . .
He B. Kohlmeier, "History of the Lotheran Deaconess Association within
the Synodical Conference of Norbth lrssiea,® 285th Anniversary of the
Lutheran Deaconess Assno: on, oo T oh, 7215,

5 E M0, :

Julie Mergner,; The De Ppe 145-151.
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as & deaconcss for three years. The church has set up threc yesrs as the
length of service since the church pays part of her tuition.” What are the
objectives of ell this training% I can explain this point by quoting some
Bible verses. In Galatians 2:20 we read: "The life which I now live in the
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me, and gave himself
for me.™ This expresscs tho one big objective in taking all of these courses.
The student must have a deop and abiding faith in the Lord, That faith is
fundamental in all church work, The next Bible verss is found in 1T Corinthiam
5:15: "He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto
themselves, but unte Him which died for them and rose again.® This expresses
the second objective and that is $0 mske that foith operateé s0 that the
graduates give unselfish and consecrated service to Christ.

4)1 deaconssses get thelr training at Valparaiso, Indiana., The training
prepsres a deaconess for work in various fieldss There are four different
fields a deaconess can enters

A desconess may train for service in foreoign missions or home missions.
The Deaconess Organization has just recently entered the field of foreign
missions, This is a very important and lzrge field. These deaconesses musk
teach in mission schools and to do this they wust be well grounded in Scripe-
ture, This 1s a prerequisite for successful work. In order to integrate
denconess work with foreign mission work desconessos receive scme theological
training, leading them into the Bible books, making them acquainted with the
contents, the aim of the writer, and the historical background. Deaconcsses
who stay here in the United States have about the same training. They, too,
must know the Bible wells They must take courses in Christisn doctrine.
They must be acquainted with the history of missionss Special emphasis is
placed on the history of the Reformation and the history of the Lutheran
Church in America.8 This work is very important,

The field I think is the greatest is ssrvice in the parish. A deaconess
who onters this field must certainly know her Bible and know how 1o use it.
But besides all of this training in the history of the Lutheran Church,
the deaconessces must have the gift of wisdom, and & warm and loving heert,.
The parish worker is the assistant 0 the pastors It is not easy to descritu
in detail the work of & desconess, Her task is to serve the poor, distres:..d,
helpless and neglected found in homes of the members of the congregation.

The parish workor has more jobs %o keep her busy. ©She may help in the
mission program of the congregabtion by canvassing, looking up children for
Sunday school, be the counselor of the Walther Lesgue, and visit the sicka.
She is kept busy with all her tasks,

I have discussed foreign and home missions and pawish work. In 8l of
these the deaccnesses have gone to the hemes of these people. But there are
some deaconesses who help and 4rz2in for the rwovice in hosoitals,

6"untrance Reguiremonts,? ]

7

g8 Eiucaticn., D&

Arnold Krentz, "Intergration of the suvitheran Decconese dMovemend within
the Work of the Associated Charifice.” Forticth Annual Convention--
Associated Lutheran Charitics, p, 32.

8—:—1.—\ .
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Dgaconesses who enter the scrvice in a hospital must have a gzood
personality, To integrate the work with the work in the field, the traine
ing must help the deaconesses build a strong personality. To build this
personality in them it is necessary 4o correct bad habits. Duocconesses in
the hospitals may conduct devotion, teach Bible stouries, play the organ for
services in the chapel; and even baptize or confirm poopdds

A hospital is usually thought of as a place where a sick person goes for
a short while to get over a sickness. But there are plsces where people go
and have it stay for yeers, or maybe for their whole life. These places
are called institutions.

Desconesses who enter this fileld must certainly love to be with peoples

I think it is more true in this field than in any of the other fislds. In tie
institution our goal is t¢ prepare the people t¢ lead a happy Christian 1il..
wo must watch them so that they do not becoms homesick and lonely. Xn Bl .
institutions the desconesses conduct religion classes as well as other
studies. They prepare persons for baptism and confirmation. A spccial -
instituticn is an old folks' home., The deaconcsses try to make the last
deys of old folks happy =nd contented. Whencver I think of an old folks?
home I think of a poem written by &dgor 4. Guost, which has caught the gist
of the thinking of the aged who are shelved =wzy in institutions. The poem
is entitled ®Sad Man."

The seddoest man I ever knew
Didn't have a task 4o dog

Had enough for bed and board;

A1l he needed he could afford,

S50 he sat around all day

While the time just dragged rway.

Had %0 rest and wasn't tired;
Having all that he required,
Didn't need to save and plan
Like the ordinary man

For a winter coat and hat;
Ho was dvne with all of that;

Heerd the factory whistles blow,
Daw to work his neighbors go;
watched the meschant sell his wares,
But he had no business cares;

Had no tasks the had to do,

Had no purpose 10 pursue.

All day long he sat about,
Lonely in the house or out;
Friends were busy; all he knew
Had to work the long day through;
Muttercd low from sun tc sung
"Loafing isn't, any fun,®
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In the institutions the deaconesses try to make the older folks happy, but
this is a very difficult job %o do. The dozconesses have to help to keep

the residents at peace with themselves and with h other. 0ld folks,
cenfined to narrow rooms with insufficisnt outlats Jor thélr energles,
¢asily become disgruntlied, self-centerced, and morbid. When many such unhappy
people live together the siage is set for wnnlensnat sceness Then gossip

and bickering and discipline bic . a¢ an irritoding problom.

With deaconesses working in 2all four of these Tields and the expansion
of the program, the organization must hiwe o =“reat number of deaconesses 10
take care of the many people who need their helpe The expsriences that a
deaconess has in her work are most interesting. I shall relate scme of these
which deaconesses have experienced in cach of the four fields.

Parish w.rk is a very large fields Therc is an urgent necd for parish
workers as those two expericnces will prove, Take the cese of Mr. Wilson. Mr.
Wilson was 74 years old and a very big problem to his children. The children
wanted to put him in & homs for the aged, but he would not go there. He said
the food would be poor; the people would not pay attention toc God's Word; he
did not like men who drenk beers The children took their problem to  the
doaconess at the church which they attended. The desconess went and talked
to Mr. Wilson and told him what his duties as a parent were. The deaconess
after visiting Mr. wilscn & number of times and many prayers to God helped
Mr. wilson %o become a pleasant 0ld man. re Wwilson is living with one of
his daughters; hslping her in whatever things he can. What would have .
happened to Mr. wilson if there were nc deasconsoss to help him in his troublesT-

This next case is a familiar one 1o every deaconcss who works in a
parish. In one of the familises of the congregation s mother is sick., Th
father must arise in the morning, prepare his own breakfast and hurry to
worke The children are left at homc dirty, hungry, doing anything they pic
There is not enough money to hire a nurse, Tho tired father comes home to a
very uncomfortable places The deaconess comes to visit them. It is the
deaconess' duty to help them. She makes the bods, cleans the rooms, washes
the children, fixes the meals, and locks after the sick mothers The house
becomes cheerful again. Soon the mother is well agein and is able to continue
her duties as a mother and housewifc. This frmily will never forget what the
deaconess did for them,+l

There are dezconesses that help in the city missicn, and also foreign
missions, Right here at home desconesscs Live the privilegs of seeing the
results of their work., City missions neseds help, mainly bocause it hes been
neglected in the past, The work is more difficult. The many wonderful
results experienced by deaconcsses working with these people make the deaconess-
s feel that the blessings they arc privileged to see as the rcsult of their
foeble efforts are greatsr than they even dercd to hope for, s several of
the following eoxamples will show,

10 wel e wiltenburg, "Cescwork with the Aged, "™ Associated Lutheran
Charitiss--%hé the Forticth Annual Convention, Pa 73a

11 Henry wheeler, Deaconssses--Ancient and Modern, pps 310-312




The case of Jimmy cumes from the filue of Dezcencss hsthor Hasger.
Last fall she startedgiving instroctions Lo my. Ho wes wsll educated end
willing to learn, but ho had never shudied y Bibls or belongsd to a churshs
The first few lessons with him were very d& satt,  He knew nothing of the
Bible and, of course could not believe or vrluestend the Joessons sho fried
to explein to him. when she would ask hin L he uwnderstood whud she was
explaining to him, he would answer very sadly: 2T just can nebt understand
its It is all new to me. Maybe after & few more lessons it will begin bo
sink in." After seversl more lessons Jimmy cuuld understand and read the
Bible fairly well, but he had constznt trouble with deubts that arose in his
minde Some of them were of such a nature that the desconess hed trouble to
convince him thet they were wrong. ©She even went to her co-workers for help.
But finally the battle was won., Jimmy was bsptized and confirmed. Now he
sponds hours every day rcezding his Bible, and he has done work among his
roon-tetes and his family. Jimmy is going to die soon. You see, Jimmy has
T.B. But Jimmy is facing death in e joyful way which would put many of us
who think wo have a strong faith to shamc.

Another story which illustrates the blessings God lays on the work o.

denconess is that of the 1ittle colored girl Bose. BRose had T.B., but she

was gotting bettor. She had been baptized when she was small, but she now
nothing of the Bible. She started taking lessons with her roormate. But
being a very quict girl, she never expressed hersclf in any way as to whether
she did or did not beliove. As far as anyone know, she was getting nlong

fine and had no symptons of being in a critical stages On a certsin Friday
morning she acted very unusual to her rcomate. She sat up in bed and talked
with her, asking her how she felt and telling her she hoped she would geb
better soovn. Her roommate was very surprised since she had never talked to
her in this way befors and becsuse she seemed so happye Later in the afterw
noon when the desconess geve thom their lesson Rose told the deaconcss her
life story, repented of her sins. and %ol ..o she knew God had forgiven her

and that she was saved. This surpriscd tio dosconess s Rose was always
timid and never spoke upe 4n hour after the dezconess left, Rose fell into

& cocma and passed away«lB There is another experience I wish tc rclate.
This story took place in a congested arcs of cur city. The desconess was
seeking o mother of three children, whe was deserted by the father. The
mother told of her cares and trcubles after the Bible class scssion at the
nission last night. The deaconess turned in at the alley, for there is no
front entrance. 4s she ontered the back yard, she saw children playing in

the dirt with & swerm of flies around them. ©She entered the house and climbed
a rickerty stairway. oShe inquired at the first deorway ccneserning the mother
sho was seceking. ©She was directed to the quarbcrs of the unfortunate mother
and found that she was living with her mother and stop-ifatlber, and that there
was only a single room for nine people from three families. The disorder,
unweshed dishes, the garbage makes the room anything but inviting. The mother
of her ovwn sccord requested that her children be placed into a Christian home.
She had become o Christian through the work of the deaconess and sheo knev vor

sy

12 ysther Haeoger, "Deaconess Work in Cidy Mission," 4ssocisted Luth
Charities, Thirty-Sixth Annual Convention, p,i29.

15 1pid,
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well the dangers in which her children were at hor moth.r's nomc bocause of
adultery and alcoholism, Today these children are placed in the cnrc of
Christiun foster parentsei

These are only three of the many experiences which denconesses, who
work in city missions, are privileged to enjoye. Not only are deaconesses
faced with problems in home missions and city missions, but doaconesses
also face problems in foreign missionss ZLet’s take a 1little trip to China.
Here in China we find Deaconess Gertrude Simcn. This is ths story Deaconess
Simon tells,

I went over to.-Ichang, China, as a dezconcss missionary.

I orgenized prison visitations, adult Bible classes, a
vacation Bible S5chool, Bible Institutes, and a Christian
day school., Then there came a crisis. I have heard several
times the Communists were coming but they slways quieted
down. But ovne day they did come. I had to flee.ld

A tragic chapter has been written in Chincsc dssion historye. Communists
came; Missionary Simon went out, but her work gones on, This is another
incident in which Communists pushed cur lutherszn deaconess ocut., Butbt before
we leave China I would like to $ell the story sbeut Too Houng Lee, who could
not weit to hear abocut the stories of Jesus, ‘

when our deaccness came to Too Houng Les's town, she was welcomed with
open arms. Too Houng Lee wanted %o hear ebout Jesuss The first day of
school Too Houng Lee arrived before all the childrens He listened to every
word thc deaconess said, Too Houng Lee would say, "I love to hear the
stories of Jesus because I want to become s Christian," Shortly after this
the town held a fzire. Toc Houng Lee was drowned. But the deaconess was
very happy that she had led Too Houng Lee tc his Savior before he died,18
These two experiences show that foreign missions are very important to the
people ecross the sea,

Now we shall consider the activities of a desconess in & hospitals
Decaconsssas who work in our Lutheran Hospitals must know how to handle ever -
situation, Here is an interesting experience from the life of Desconess
Mertha Theilmann who was assigned t0 a Lutheran Hospitaele This incident t
place in the childrens ward., A little sick boy who had come from & broken
home was speaking of his parents and said, "My father was a drunkard, and was
put in jail, and my mother used to drink worsc than my fathers My mothor
ran away and we don't know where she is.™ The doaconess arranged to place
the little boy in a good Christian foster home.

14
He Ko Platzer, "Developing the Gospel Missions,™ 4associated Lutheran

Charitiecs--Thirty-ninth annual Convention, .88,

» 15 Gertrude Simon, "The Communists érrive--Miss Gertrude Simon Flees,®
The Lutheran Deaconoss, XAVI, No, 3 {Octobuw, 1949) 3,

Martha Boss, ™loc Houng Lee-~The &rvior,”™ The Luthe
LKVIII, No, 1 (Jenuary, 1951) 5,

oness,

17 Martha Theilmen, "Intoresting Chapters In My Deaconate,™ The Tutheran
Deaconess, XXIX, Ncs 1 (Janvary, 1952} 3,
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4 deaconess nust have zn undersiending herrt, pabtience and wisdom to lead
other pszople to Jesus. These next experieinces stress this point very wells
I vias very thrilled to have the opportunity to talk o one of our own Lutheran
deaconesses, I talked to Deaconess Rink, who works at State Hospitel, Koech
Hospital, and scometimes at City Missions. at Koch Hospital she calls on the
women patients and sees if they have any religicous training. IF not, she
invites them to the Lutheran scrviees. Desconess Rink told mo a litile
experience where she gained the whole family through one daughters The
daughter was very sick; her mother was zt home, an invalid, The girl came
0 know Jesus as her Savior and asked the deaccness 10 sece her mother et homes
The deaconess did so, and the mother and her son beceme merbers of the
Lutheran Church, Another experience is sbout a dancer who became sicks She
had no religious training. She did read the Bible once in o great whiles
Her roommate was a Christian and was going to die soon. Her roommate wes
not afraid to die, When she died it touched the former dancer very much
and sho became a membor of cur church, She is now a very faithful member in
one of cur Lutheran churches,

4 plece of which pcople at times make fun is the State Hospital on
arsenal Streete People often say the patients in this hospital are crazy.
would yeu call thom crazy before God? These people who arc in the Stato
Huspital are uientally ill and necd very close attention.

Deaconess Rink told ms of the following experience at State Hospitals
# glrl in this hospital was trying to comrit suicide., She did not have any
friends, She thought there was nothing to live for, so she thought the only
way out was to kill herself. But then cur desconess came in and spoke to hers
She told her the stories about Jesus and how He dicd on the cross for her sins.
Through thesc storiecs the girl found comfort in her Szvior and learned that
she wes wrong in trying to kill herself. The girl is getting better now and
she is praying thet she can go out into the world and help bring the wWord of
God to others,

we shall now follow a deaconcss into another institution. Pcople who are
in an institution at Christmss time are ofton very sade Leh's visit Inmanuel
Deaconess Institute to see how Christmes is colcbrated there. A4s we ehtered
the dcaconcsses were making fruit cake, cookics, decorating a tree, and
wrapping gifts. The first floor had the biggest tres and under the trec were
big, mcdium, and small packages, On the afternoon before Christmas ave,
patients in wheel chairs, children cn crutches and others walking as best as
they could, came to gother around the tree on the first floor, The children
sang, ate and received presentss ELveryone was happys But zood things always
have =zn end, so the children, tired but happy had %o be taken back to their
rooms and put to bed.+8

The next experience happened to cne of our desconesses in an old folks?
homo, Mr. Smith had lived a long and happy 1ife with his wife. They owned
their own horo. Mr. Smith was a gardener and he loved flowers. The time
came when Mirs, Smith could not get around so well, so they sold their home
and went to live in the home for the aged. Mr. Smith was not happy,
speeially in the spring when he saw the floviers boing taken care of. lirs.

o
Smith went =nd told the deaconess and she found a job as gardencr for Mi.

18 wbba Leaf, "In wheel Chair on Chrictmas i#ve,” The Deaconess Banner,
4LYX, No, 9 (December, 19501, 3,
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Smith and he became a very happy men once 1morc,+9

The last experience which T shall relate tock place in the Lutheran
Institute for the Deef. I% was taken from the files of Deacongss iartha
Theilman. She is telling the st0rYe

I vas gziven a fow lcssons in the sign languaze so I
could understand the deaf children. at first it wns
very hard for me to understand them and for thom to
understond mes Bubt I zrew to love thaose children, as
if they wers my own childreon. I g0t a zrent thrill
our of teaching the children about sin, grace, God,
heaven, hell and Jesus as their Savior from sin., But
with God's help I conquered it and many of the girls
2re helping other deaf people learn about Jesus as
their Savior,20

48 Christians we should do all in our power to help these people.

It is well for us not to teke our health and all our pleasant living
just for granted, but remember that God gave then to us. It is elso im-
portant to think about all the people who do not enjoy the pleasurss most
of us experience,

48 ny concluding thoughtIl should like to stress how necessary it is
that there be more Lutheran deaconesses, so our church can bring nceded
help to more needy people., There arc many people whom the Christians must
tell about Jesus and how they can be saved,

In this research paper I have briefly described the organization of the
deaccness movement, how deaconesses brepare for this work and how several
deaconesses have succecded in helping people in trouble,

A ——————

19

20
Mertha Theilman, Ope Cltoy Do B

Wo Ju diltenburg, ops cite, s 70
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