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“We believe, teach and confess...” is a well-known formula to most confessional
Lutherans.! It means to say that what the church believes (it’s dogma) is the basis for all
that it teaches and that what the church teaches is and forms its various public
confessions. The three actions form a complete circle so that the beliefs based in the
Holy Scriptures permeate the whole life of the church. All actions of the church must
serve to teach and confess those beliefs. Thus, the doctrine and the practice of the
Lutheran Church never exist independently, but doctrine establishes its practice, practice
exercises and preserves its doctrine.

The Church’s teaching and confession is manifest in its public worship. If these
practices do not expose the doctrine of a congregation, then they do not help to preserve
its doctrine. Once doctrine and practice have been divorced, in the course of time one or
the other will become irrelevent.

Confessional Lutherans have always sought to carefully protect the freedom of
practice that is part of the Lutheran doctrine. Outward forms in public worship, for
example, are not bound on the New Testament Church in the Scriptures and so remain
matters of choice for Christians, so long as they support the Church’s dogma. Lutherans
confess:

For this is enough for the true unity of the Christian Church that there the

gospel is preached harmoniously according to a pure understanding and

the sacraments are adminsistered in conformity with the divine Word. It is

not necessary for the true unity of the Christian Church that uniform
ceremonies, insitituted by human beings, be observed everywhere.”

! “Confessional Lutheran” is used here, as in contemporary literature, to refer to those Lutherans who hold
in doctrine and practice to the teachings of the Book of Concord, 1580, as a correct exposition of Holy
Scriptures.

2 Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert, eds., The Book of Concord (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000), 42.
(AC, VII 2,3)



On the other hand, confessional Lutherans have always seen value in the worship
practices that have been a part of the New Testament Church nearly since its conception.
They believe certaifi that certain forms and ceremonies, such as the Historic Liturgy® of
the Church, are useful and valuable to teach Christians the Scriptures and to allow
Christians to confess according to their Scriptural beliefs. Consider quotations from the
Apology to the Augsburg Confession:

We also keep traditional liturgical forms, such as the order of readings,

prayers, vestments, and other similar things.. 4 Ceremonies should be

observed so that people may learn the Scriptures and so that, admonished

by the Word, they might experience faith and fear and finally even pray.

For these are the purposes of the ceremonies.’

In the early sixteenth century, Martin Luther and surrounding theologians had
reclaimed these purposes for the Church. The Lutheran reformers esteemed the Historic
Liturgy because of its Christocentricity and biblical content. Thus they subtracted from
the Mass that which did not belong, that which did not match the beliefs of the Lutherans.
Luther revised the practice of the Church to match its doctrine. According to the
ecclesiastical concept, lex orandi, lex credendi (law of prayer is the law of belief, or as
the church prays/worships, so she believes), Luther sent the true Word out in the form of
the Historic Liturgy:

Luther brought the meaning and power of the Reformation home to the

comumon man by his translations of the Bible, his catechism, his hymns

and his reconstruction of the liturgy. The rulers of the different states

introduced the Reformation and reorganized the church by means of the
Church orders.” (emphasis added)

3 Throughout this paper the name Historic Liturgy is used to refer to the basest form of the Western Rite as
established in the 4" to 6" centuries. This is the five parts of the Ordinary and the Propers.

* Kolb and Wengert, 258. (Apol. XXIV 1)

% ibid., 258. (Apol. XXIV 3)

¢ Luther D. Reed, “The Common Service in the Life of the Church,” The Lutheran Church Quarterly XII
(January 1939), 4



The preeminence of sound worship practices in the Lutheran Church is thus
evident. The Lutheran theologian, Luther Reed, comments:

...the Lutheran Church has always cherished a theory of worship based

upon the objective principle of the supremacy of the Word and the

efficacy of the Means of Grace as proclaimed and administered in public

services with a high development of popular participation. This means

liturgical worship. In our communion there will always be a liturgical
movement, for liturgical practice development, and reform are all

expressions of the living church. This movement hold promise of future

growth and influence chiefly because of its evangelical emphasis and

oy T

energy.

Reed lived through a time of liturgical renewal among Lutheran Churches in
America. He was close to some of the men who labored to reclaim biblically and
historically sound worship practices for American Lutherans in the nineteenth century.
Their work was a reaction to a loss of sound doctrine and practice among Lutherans in
America.

It is the purpose of this paper to sketch a background for this liturgical renewal
among American Lutherans, to discuss the theologians, guidelines and texts which
formed “The Common Service of 1888”, and to briefly evaluate its immediate acceptance
in several synods of the Lutheran Church.® While in a few cases suggestions of specific
motivations for actions will be offered, it will generally be assumed that those Lutheran

Americans who desired and worked for a common English service were moved by

common confessional, biblical beliefs.’

" Luther D. Reed, “The Common Service in the Life of the Church,” The Lutheran Church Quarterly XII
(January 1939): 20.

¥ There is not space allotted in this essay to discuss musical settings attached to the texts of the Common
Service. These settings were for the most part added later and different hymnal conumnittees have selected
different settings. This essay discusses the formation of the text, It will not attempt to evaluate its
liturgical worth in depth.

? In certain cases, appearances or quotes may seem to suggest a desire among some Lutherans for “unity”
through a common worship practice. True unity comes through common beliefs and not an outward form.



Lutheran Liturgics Suffer in America

Post-Reformation worship in Europe degraded in time. The Thirty Years War
and the resulting reaction of Pietism and then Rationalism sliced through the liturgical
worship that was at the center of the Lutheran Reformation. Lutheran worship practices
were scarred by un-Lutheran influences, sometimes scarred beyond recognition, by the
middle of the seventeenth century, if not before in many places.'?

For most of the eighteenth century, Lutheran practice in America mirrored the
liturgical lethargy that it had no doubt carried with it from its home in Europe. North
American Lutheran worship practice might be compared to the days of the Judges, when
“everyone did as he saw fit” (Judges 21:25). G.U. Wenner, a man integral to the
preparation of the Common Service of 1888, made this comment regarding liturgical
conditions from 1750 to 1825: “Every locality and every congregation assumed the right
to make its own changes and adaptations [in worship practices], and the confusion was
great.”!!

Perhaps the sad state of public worship was even more miserable in America than
in Europe. In America, Lutherans, though at first often isolated from each other, were a
mixed pot. They brought with them different church books and customs, they came to

the new land at different times and came from different places. “There was dissension in

the congregations and the people were constantly imposed upon by irregulars who

' For a thorough history, see Frank Senn, Christian Liturgy, Catholic and Evangelical (Minneapolis:
Fortress Press, 1997), chapters fourteen and fifteen.

"' G. U. Wenner, “Christian Worship” Quarterly Review of the Evangelical Lutheran Church XX1I (Oct
1892) page 480



claimed to be ordained ministers.”'* Add to that the “spirit” that a revolutionary group
breathes:

A purely American type of church worship was produced. The time of the

individualism of the early days of the nation, when the American people

held a wide diversity of opinions on practically all subjects of human

interest, a condition native to democracy, affected the Church in no small

measure. A large variety of forms of worship, in various portions of the

Church, existed. This lack of uniformity in worship arrived finally at the

point that, ‘not one was a faithful expression of the Lutheran spirit or the

rich liturgical heritage of the Church.”"?

Without worship forms that presented and protected the doctrine of the Church,

The early forms of American Lutheran liturgies reflected more or less the

doctrinal position of the bodies that espoused them: the liturgies were lax,

because the synods themselves were confessionally unsound, and, on the

other hand, the synods advanced heresies, because they imbibed unsound

doctrines, in their worship."*

Again, Pietism, Rationalism and perhaps anti-Romanism surrounded the
Lutherans coming to America and in no small way influenced their beliefs, teachings and
confessions. They seemed to have lost their identity. “They lacked a sense of what it
meant to be Lutheran in this ‘new world.””"

A lack of confessional Lutheran leadership in North America worsened the
situation among the people. Samuel Simon Schmucker (1799-1873), an example of a
non-confessional Lutheran, worked to eliminate Lutheran doctrines. He removed the
pastoral declaration of absolution and frequent offering of the Lord’s Supper from the

worship service. He supported a hymnal using vague expressions to “break down the

partition wall between the Lutherans and Reformed which is only based upon

" Luther D. Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1947), 162
" Paul W. Spaude, The Lutheran Church Under American Influence (Burlington, Towa: The Lutheran
Literary Board, 1943), 74. Spaude quotes Wentz, A.R.
" Spaude, 80.
" Timothy H. Maschke, Gathered Guests (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 2003), 96



prejudice.”'® His effort was to “Americanize” the Church; to take down blocks to
ecumenism and evangelism.

The leaders of the General Synod supported such an abomination as they resolved
in 1864 to have an English liturgy prepared under the following resolution: “Resolved,
that on all subjects on which difference of doctrinal sentiment exists, Scripture language
suited to either or both views [apparently whatever disagreement exists?!?] is to be
employed without comment.”"’

Here it is clear that the General Synod, who since their founding in 1820 had
heralded themselves as intent on clinging to the liturgical observances of the past, was
really interested in preparing a service that would provide an outward, false unity. The
result was an English service titled “The Washington Service” of 1869. Luther Reed
makes this evaluation of the “Washington Service” which is telling of the General
Synod’s liturgical history: “This liturgy of 1869 may be regarded as ‘the first
approximation of anything resembling a historical order of service since the organization
of the General Synod.”'®

In the decades between the 1820°s and 1860°s, minutes of conventions of the
General Synod and those of other American Lutheran synods lament their existing
conditions, namely, that they had little uniformity in practice.'’

Worship practices, as mentioned, had gone liturgically sour much earlier than the

1820’s however. For example, “liturgical forms suffered erosion (at the end of the 18"

century)...The low point was reached in 1817 when Fredrick H. Quitman prepared an

" Tbid., 96

"7 Luth Church Quarterly, vol 1930, pg 79

'® Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 175

" And seemingly less in doctrinal matters, G. U. Wenner, “Christian Worship” Quarterly Review of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church XXII (Oct 1892) page 483



English liturgy for the New York Synod, a work thoroughly poisoned by Rationalism.”*

This liturgy was repeatedly revised, even in 1847 the Pennsylvania Ministerium adopted
arevised version of the 1817/1818 Quitman liturgy. Though improved,

...the liturgy itself was most unsatisfactory...No responsive features were

included, and there was no evidence of familiarity with the pure,

restrained liturgical material of the Lutheran church of the sixteenth

century. Cheap sentiment and bombastic phrases in the manner of the

Rationalistic era abounded.?’

Paul W. Spaude, a church historian, comments on the situation and large number
of liturgies in the years from 1818 to 1888: “On the liturgical chaos caused by the
persistence of the large variety (of liturgies), an authority remarks: ‘Not less than forty
different liturgies had been prepared and introduced in various quarters of the Church in

. 22
less than a century...No one of them had become venerable in use.”

A Liturgical Spark?

While it has been stated that a lack of leadership wounded the Lutheran church in
America, a partial exception during the 18" century is noteworthy. Henry Melchior
Muhlenberg, an American Lutheran patriarch, was interested in liturgical reform (or
perhaps the establishment of a liturgical practice) as early as 1748.% This year marked
the founding of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. The same year, with the help of his
colleagues and co-founders, Reverends Brunnholz and Handschuh, Muhlenberg prepared

and presented the first “American liturgy”. The liturgy was largely composed from

20 The General Synod included this liturgy in its 1837 hymnbook.

' Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 172

?2 Paul W. Spaude, The Lutheran Church Under American Influence (Burlington, Iowa: The Lutheran
Literary Board, 1943), 75. Spaude quotes Church Historian A.R. Wentz.

* Luther Reed in The Lutheran Liturgy finds this interesting as Muhlenberg had close ties to the Pietists at
Halle.



Muhlenberg’s memories of the service used at St. Mary’s Lutheran Church in London.**
It was only circulated in manuscript form, with perhaps 40 copies, but all of the pastors of
the newly founded Ministerium pledged to use it for the sake of uniformity.*

Mubhlenberg marked a new era in American Lutheranism in that his reform would trigger
more than a decade of revision to worship forms.

While at least offering a decent recreation of the liturgies of 16" century
Lutheranism, pieces of the older liturgies were missing from or were misplaced in
Mubhlenberg’s rendition. “The first American liturgy, therefore, was the historic Lutheran
order with minor features which show Muhlenberg’s own taste and judgment.”°

Mubhlenberg’s dream was for “one church, one book”. To him such a common
format for worship was a means to unity.*’

“In a letter of November 5, 1783, four years before his death, he wrote, ‘It

would be a most delightful and advantageous thing if all the Evangelical

Lutehran congregations in North America were united with one another, if

they all used the same order of service.” During the century after

Muhlenberg’s death the expansion of the church led to a multiplication of

synods and liturgies. His ideal, however, remained a cherished hope.”*®

Muhlenberg’s order of service started a 140 year continuous flow of liturgical
revisions. These services were characterized in the preceding pages. Most of these

revisions were atrocities as compared to the Historic Liturgy. Some of the work of the

Pennsylvania Ministerium and its preeminent liturgical scholar, Dr. Beale M. Schmucker,

** The additional orders of service familiar to Muhlenberg were: 1. The Lueneburg Liturgy (1643) 2. The
Calenberg Service (1569) 3. The Brandenburg- Magdeburg Service (1739) and 4. The Saxon Order of
Service (1712). See Spaude,P. The Lutheran Church Under American Influence. Footnote 48, page 74

3 Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 164

% ibid., 168

*" While this is not altogether a bad thought, the theology of worship/theology of liturgics must be the
deciding factor in a congregation. As previously mentioned, unity merely in externals is no unity at all. As
much as a common liturgy has proved to help preserve the truth among church bodies, it can as easily be a
claim for false unity. Whether or not Mublenberg had unionistic ideas in mind, his liturgy sparked
§§>mething in America and Lutherans ought be thankful for this awakening.

- Ibid., 182



10

however, had tried to keep Lutherans on track toward reclaiming truly Lutheran and

historically liturgical worship principles.

Liturgical Awakening

Again, during the first half of the nineteenth century Lutherans lamented a lack of
unity. At least in worship practice, unity was lost and liturgical chaos ruled.

Yet the many liturgical efforts since Muhlenberg’s time had been an

educational process for the church. Liturgical scholars had been

developed and sound liturgical tastes had been cultivated. It had become

clear that, to find general acceptance in the Lutheran church, a liturgy

must conserve the treasures of the past and also adapt them to the

devotional needs of the present. The time was ripe at last for preparation

of a common order of service...”’

Several factors aided the Lutheran church in America in reaching this point.

Beginning in the year 1817, a confessional and liturgical awakening had taken
place in Germany under men such as Klaus Harms and Wilhelm Loehe. It was largely a
reaction to the Prussian Union. The Prussian Union itself occasioned a reclamation of the
16" century Lutheran liturgies as well. Fredrick William III had a liturgy prepared which
closely followed the 16" century German liturgies.”® As Germans were given permission
to emigrate in 1840, they came in waves to America, many settling in the Midwest. This
group included confessional men such as C.F.W. Walther and Johann Grabau.”' These

immigrants came with a sense of identity; they knew what it meant to be a Lutheran.

With a proliferation of new synods and growing number of members of the established

* AR. Wentz, 4 Basic History of Lutheranism in America. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1955), 225
%% A pretty solidly Lutheran service, though not generally accepted by orthodox Lutherans because it was a
move to unify Lutherans and Reformed.
*! These immigrants quickly outnumbered the Lutherans already settled by millions.
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synods, as well as the issue of slavery, the Lutherans began to debate and divide on
doctrinal issues.”

Furthermore, England had met the Oxford movement in these years. Its emphasis
on connection between church and liturgy and social action had spread. This is perhaps
an influence to Lutherans on the continent such as Theodor Kliefoth, who promoted and
sustained a very ritualistic liturgical movement in Germany.”> This movement found its
way to America via German immigrants as well.

While his father, Samuel Schmucker, had been an ecumenist, Beale Schmucker
lived through this era of Lutheran renewal brought to America. He was a leader of the
reaction to unclear Lutheran doctrines and prac:tice.34 As early as 1847, B. Schmucker
and Dr. Charles P. Krauth, both of the Virginia Synod at the time, had begun liturgical
studies. In 1863, then a member of the Pennsylvania Ministerium and liturgical leader in
that group, B. Schmucker proposed a new hymnal with a sound Lutheran liturgy. His
proposal was accepted and he, Fredrick Mayer Bird, Joseph Augustus Seiss and Dr.
Henry E. Jacobs, all of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, prepared the Church Book.>
Luther Reed comments on the work of these men: *“...we must realize the strong reaction

of leaders within the Ministerium of Pennsylvania against the unhistorical and un-

32 For example, S. Schmucker’s definite platform which may be seen as a cause of the Pennsylvania
Ministerium’s withdrawl from the General Synod and founding of the General Council.

* Frank Senn, Christian Liturgy, Catholic and Evangelical (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1997), 579.

* Ibid., 586, calls B. Schmucker “the confessionally minded and liturgically interested son of S.S.
Schmucker”

33 The Pennsylvania Ministerium, in cooperation with the New York Synod, had published a liturgy in the
1855 Liturgie und Agende. 1t was strongly influenced by Loehe’s service in Neuendettelsau. It was
evidence of the liturgical renewal there. This service was translated to English in 1860 as A Liturgy for the
use of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Philadelphia). The Church Book of 1868 was a further revision
of this.
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Lutheran type of service which had reached its extreme form in the New York Liturgy of
1818.7

The Church Book was adopted by the Ministerium at their founding in 1867. This
service restored essential historic features of Lutheran liturgy. It was “unquestionably the
best liturgy and hymnal which the Lutheran church in America had yet produced.”’ It
was a leap in the direction of restoring sound Lutheran worship practice to the struggling
congregations in America.

The real breakthrough toward a restored Lutheran liturgy and

hymnal...was the Church Book prepared for the newly formed General

Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (1868). The influence of

Beale M. Schmucker was also to be seen in the revised Book of Worship

of the General Synod South (1867) and in an improved Service of the old

General Synod (the Washington Service, 1869). These set the stage for

the cooperative work of the General Council, the General Synod, and the

United Synod of the South leading to the preparation and adoption of the

Common Service of 1888.%*
Three Synods, Three Men, One Service

Dr. John Bachman, a South Carolina pastor, is credited with providing the
impetus for the Common Service of 1888. In a letter to the General Synod in 1870 he
wrote: “I have ventured to suggest to our Synod the appointment of delegates to meet
those of other Synods in consultation, for the purpose of promoting a greater uniformity
in our Books of Worship, than at present exists...””
His proposal found acceptance in a Savannah, Georgia convention of the General

Synod South in 1876:

Resolved, that with the view to promote uniformity in worship and
strengthening the bonds of unity throughout all our churches, the

36 Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 178

37 Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 179

38 Senn, 586

** As quoted in Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 184
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committee on the Revision of the Book of Worship, be instructed to confer
with the Evangelical Lutheran General Synod (North) in the United States,
and with the Evangelical Lutheran General Council in America, in regard
to the feasibility of adopting but one Book containing the same hymns and
the same order of services and Liturgic forms to be used in the public
Worship of God in all the English-speaking Evang. Lutheran Churches of
the United States.*’

The General Council responded to the General Synod South’s request in 1879 at

Zanesville, Ohio:

Resolved, that the inquiry of the General Synod South in regard to our
cooperation with them in the preparation of a Service Book, be referred to
the Church Book Committee, with authority to take such steps as may
seem best to them...Report of Committee on Church books, that the
General Council consents to cooperate in the preparation of an Order of
Service for the use of Evangelical Lutheran Congregations, provided that
the rule which shall decide all questions arising in its preparation shall be:
The common consent of the pure Lutheran Liturgies of the sixteenth
century, and where there is not an entire agreement among them, the
consent of the largest number of those of the greatest weight.*!

Finally, with pressure from its constituents, the General Synod North adopted this

resolution in May of 1883:

Resolved, that we hail as one of the most auspicious outlooks of our
Church in America the prospects of securing a ‘Common Service for all
English-Speaking Lutherans.” Believing such a service to be feasible upon
the generic and well-defined basis of ‘the common consent of the pure
Lutheran liturgies of the sixteenth century,” we hereby declare our
readiness to labor to this end.**

A committee was appointed: Dr. Beale M. Schmucker (General Synod) as

Chairman, Mr. Edward T. Horn (General Synod South) as Secretary, and Rev. George U.

Wenner (General Synod). At their first meeting at Horn’s home in South Carolina in

9 Minutes of the Sixth Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran General Synod in North America, 1876,

*! Richard C. Wolf, Documents of Lutheran Unity in America (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1966), 253-

2 Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 184
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April of 1884, they adopted what has become known as “the General Council rule”. As
quoted above, it states, ““The common consent of the pure Lutheran Liturgies of the
sixteenth century, and where there is not an entire agreement among them, the consent of
the largest number of those of the greatest weight.” This was to be the guiding principle
for their work.” Also, they adopted the following principles:

1. It is the understanding of the whole Joint Committee that the result of

our labors must be referred to the Bodies we represent.

2. We dare make no service binding on the Congregation, and no part of a

service should be used any longer than it serves to edification.

3. We agree to furnish the full Lutheran service, with all its provisions, for

all who wish to use it.*

In such an endeavor the desire was to reclaim what no liturgy produced in
America had done: return to the Lutheran liturgies of Reformation times so that those
congregations desiring such a service could and would have something of worth to use.
Dr. Reed on the profitability of the committee: “The framers of the Common Service
went beyond Muhlenberg to the Reformers themselves for their principles and their
models.”*’ George U, Wenner, one of the three committee members, explained the point
of the General Council Rule in a lecture he gave in 1892: “A backward step was taken in
order that, from a known and acknowledged standpoint, we might go forward in safe
paths, untrammeled by the foreign and unhealthy developments of intervening
generations.”™

Edward Horn later wrote of the work of his committee in the Quarterly Review of

the Evangelical Lutheran Church. His comments reflect the outlook of the committee:

* For a listing of all of the services of the 16™ Century which the committee studied and for detailed
information on those liturgies, see E.T. Horn, “The Lutheran Sources of the Common Service,” Quarterly
Review of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, XXI (April 1891): 239-268.

4 Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 185 or see “The Lutheran sources of the Common Service,” E.T. Horn

45_ Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 196

46 Wenner, 483
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“The Common Service is not the transcript of any Lutheran
Service of the Sixteenth Century. The Orders from which it is derived
afford precedents for many things, which it does not adopt. While it
exhibits consensus (italics original) of the pure Lutheran Liturgies of that
age, in strict accordance with the spirit of Christianity embodied in our
Confessions it freely rejects what was temporary and adapts the whole to
this new age.”’

“It must be observed that the Common Service has omitted what was
inapplicable or inexpedient; retained what is edifying; and avoided any
prescriptions which were not needful to show the right use of the parts of
the Service.”*®

The three men of this committee worked carefully and quickly to prepare a first
draft of the Common Service and present it to a larger Joint Committee of the three
synods in May of 1885. The Joint Committee unanimously adopted the first draft and
synodical representatives on the Joint Committee presented a draft in a sixteen page
pamphlet to their respective Synods. The three Synods approved and moved for
continued work. The General Synod proposed forty-five changes to the text. The
General Council thirty. Most were minor.

The proposed liturgy was as below:

L. Introit

II. Kyrie

III.Gloria in Excelsis

IV. Collect

V. Epistle

VI. Alleluia

VII. Gospel

VIII. Creed

IX. Sermon

X. General Prayer

XI. Preface

XII. Sanctus and Hosanna

XIII. Exhortation to Communicants

XIV. Lord’s Prayer and Words of Institution or Words of Institution and
Lord’s Prayer

" B.T. Horn, “The Lutheran Sources of the Common Service,” Quarterly Review of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, XXI (April 1891): 248.
* Ibid., 248
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XV. Agnus Dei

XVI. Distribution

XVII. Collect of Thanksgiving

XVIIL Benediction®’

Three additions, though not integral parts of the service were also listed:

1. At the beginning: a hymn of invocation of the Holy Ghost; the

words, In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghost; and the confession of sins;

2. After the Creed: the principal hymn; and

3. After the General Prayer: another hymn.50

Three points of contention are noteworthy. First, the committee was not in
agreement over the inclusion of the confession of sins and absolution. It was common
practice in Lutheran worship in America to have a general confession and absolution in
the service, but these were not included in some of the “weightier” sixteenth century
Lutheran orders of service. Because the American Lutherans were “used to” the
confession of sins in their services, the final decision was made to include it in the
Common Service.

Another issue was the placement of the Lord’s Prayer in respect to the Words of
Institution. “Weighty” Lutheran orders disagreed on the positioning. The question was
debated over two years of the Joint Committee’s meetings. George Wenner was in the
end the only one to vote against the committee’s resolution of the matter:

“Resolved, that we acknowledge that the authorities adduced for the placing of the Verba

before the Lord’s Prayer are of great worth; but the authorities for the opposite

arrangement seem to us of greater weight.”

* This list is from E.T. Horn “The Lutheran Sources of the Common Service” in Quarterly Review of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, vol. XXI, April 1891, page 244.

** E.T. Horn, “The Lutheran Sources of the Common Service,” Quarterly Review of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, XXI (April 1891): 248.
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Finally, the committee disagreed over the use of the Nunc dimittis as a post-
communion canticle. It was decided simply to include it as an option.

Wentz observes: “The Common Service was completed in 1888, ‘not without a
painful sacrifice of personal views and prejudices on the part of every member of the
joint committee.””' It is remarkable that these men were able to come to such consensus
considering their different backgrounds and the differences in the bodies they
represented.

It should also be mentioned that the framers of the Common Service initiated a
trend in American church language. They borrowed almost exclusively from the King
James (Authorized) Version of the Bible and the Anglican/Episcopal Book of Common
Prayer (1549). The Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis, the Creeds, the Prefaces, Lord’s Prayer,
and Collects were all nearly exact replicates of the Anglican translations. Future hymnal
committees working with the Common Service continued this practice; many borrowed
Anglican chant settings as well. The Lutherans justify their usage of such,

“on the grounds that the Thomas Cranmer had drawn upon the Lutheran

church orders (16" century orders) in the preparation of the Edwardian

Prayer Books (especially 1549), and now that Lutherans were ready to

worship and pray in English they could receive back these texts in worthy

English translations.”

The subcommittee of three scholars presented their polished work to the Joint
Committee in late 1887. Though a few minor points were still debated, the Common
Service was delivered to the three synods in 1888. The manuscripts included a version of

the service with communion and one without as well as orders for Matins, Vespers, the

Litany and propers.

*! Wentz, 226
2 Senn, 588. Senn is summarizing Henry E. Jacobs position.
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Finding Acceptance

Each Synod made minor changes to the service resulting in three “official
variants”, but each Synod accepted and adopted the Common Service. The United Synod
published the Common Service nearly immediately. It was printed in their Book of
Worship in Holy Week of 1888. The General Synod printed it in their Book of Worship
in Whitsuntide of 1888.>® Though the General Council had also approved the Common
Service by October of 1888, the publication of their Church Book was delayed. Beale
Schmucker ran from his home on October 15", 1888 to catch a train to Philadelphia in
order to present the final manuscript to the printer. Schmucker got on the train but died
enroute from overexertion.

“The shock of Schmucker’s death immobilized the General Council’s committee
for a time, and then with one eye on opposition to the Common Service in some part of
the General Synod, tampered with the text to make it more like its 1868 Church Book.”
The committee was apparently persuaded to wait and see if the service gained acceptance
in the other synods before printing the service itself. With minor revisions, the service
finally went to print in 1892 in the General Council’s new Church Book.”

At one point in the midst of years of committee work, Schmucker made this
comment:

“If the coming generations of Lutherans have put into their mouths

and hearts the pure, strong, moving words of our church’s Service from
week to week and year to year, they will be brought up in the pure

3 Interestingly, there was some debate about the service and so it was decided to continue to print the
Washington Service of 1869 alongside the new Common Service.

** In a eulogy written shortly after Schmucker’s death, a friend, Dr. Krotel, wrote: “The completed service
fell from his hands as he fell into the arms of death,”

% The Service in this Hymnal is printed in the Addenda to this paper.
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teaching of the church, and the church of the future will be a genuine
Lutheran Church.”®

Schmucker cared about doctrine and practice. He had the dream that the Church’s
confession and teaching would again match their beliefs, and that those beliefs
would be Scriptural and confessional. His dream was partially realized in the
wide-spread acceptance of the Common Service.

The service spread rapidly throughout American Lutheran congregations. An
1891 publication about the still “new” Common Service says: “Two years after the first
appearance of the Common Service 5,000 copies had been sold, and including the Books
of Worship containing it the number exceeded 12,000.”’

Not everyone embraced the new Service, however. For example, in 1890 Dr.
James Richard, liturgics professor at Gettysburg Seminary, wrote a very critical article in
the Lutheran Church Quarterly. He claimed that there is “no such thing as consensus in
the 16™ centu%y liturgies.””® Both Dr. Wenner and Mr. Horn wrote lengthy responses to
Dr. Richard and those who held his view that the Common Service was too elaborate for
people and was based on Southern German liturgies which are not the “weighty” liturgies
of the sixteenth centu1‘y.59 Dr. Richard continued his objections seem to go unnoticed as
the Common Service became more and more widely accepted.

Henry Jacobs was among many church leaders who esteemed the Common

Service and encouraged it use in the congregations of the General Synod:

58 Luther D. Reed, “The Common Service in the Life of the Church,” The Lutheran Church Quarterly X1I
(January 1939): 9-10

I B. Remensnyder, “A Practical View of the Common Service,” Quarterly Review of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church. XXI, April 1891, page 232 footnote

*% James Richard, “A Liturgical Question” Lutheran Quarterly Review (1890)

* Dr Richard also had problems with the option of with or without communion services, the general
confession and the listing of all the Propers.
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“Let it be remembered that every item in the service has been most

carefully considered, and is the ripe fruit of the experience of the Church

for centuries, and that while there is a place for the exercise of Christian

liberty, such liberty should not be used arbitrarily, but intelligently.

Where the Church Book is regarded only as a very valuable storehouse of

liturgical material, from which the pastor may draw at pleasure, much

certainly is lacking in knowledge of the book.”®

And yet, in a very complementary article on this “new Common Service”, a
secular source, the New York Observer, observed in 1891 (among others):

“Perhaps the most remarkable thing about this service is that it is not commanded but
commended to the use of the churches for which it was provided.”®!

The Common Service had in many ways proved itself. After relating several
testimonials of how “fitting, appropriate, devotional and beautiful” the service is, a
Reverend in New York summarized the value of the service:

“From these and many like instances, it is evident that one year’s use of

the Common Service in New York City has done more to give the

Christian public a definite idea of the Lutheran Church, to effect the

recognition of her distinctive character, and to secure a favorable and

creditable impression of her moderate liturgical worship, than decades of

our past nondescript and indeterminate modes of worship.”®
The Common Service can claim wide spread use and has passed the test of time. It was
translated and carried across oceans to serve in a half of a dozen mission fields within the
first twenty years. The Common Service was used in the formation of liturgies that

appeared in six different hymnal productions in the twentieth century. It has in some

cases survived nearly verbatim into the twenty-first century. “A church which had been

60 Henry E. Jacobs, “The Making of the Church Book.” The Lutheran Church Review.
XXXI (October 1912): 597-622
°' 7.B. Remensnyder, “A Practical View of the Common Service,” Quarterly Review of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church XXI, (April 1891) 238.
%2 Ibid., page 219.
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confused in its thinking, unfamiliar with its own history, uncertain of its objectives, and
its weak organization was brought to self respect and united endeavor.”®?

What had the framers of the Common Service accomplished that so appealed to
Lutherans? In the words of Luther Reed,

The Common Service distilled the devotional experiences of the church

from the days of the Apostles to its own times in clear canticles of praise

and perfect prayers; it was a work full-bodied and complete, at least in its

textual provisions. The principles which determined its preparation

rejected the local and the temporary and gave classic expression to the

complete services of the church.

(I) repeat a remark made several years ago by a distinguished professor in

one of the larger theological seminaries usually regarded as ‘liberal.” He

said: “You Lutherans may well thank God for your liturgy.®*

It 1s the author’s observation that the Lutheran Church is not fighting a unique
challenge today as it deals with variety of worship practices. Turn back only to the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and find chaos. Practice was divorced from doctrine
under the auspices of a “new” or “better” way. All the Lutherans eventually found was
that they had nearly lost everything that it means to be a Lutheran.

By God’s grace, in the midst of confusion and loss, the Lutheran Church, at least
in part, regained many of its beliefs, I believe, in no small part, because of a return to the
liturgical practices that were at the heart of the Lutheran Reformation and the heart of
apostolic teaching. At least in part, a confessional Lutheran liturgical service brought

God’s plan of salvation back before the eyes of the people each week.®> Worship was

again focused on Word and Sacrament. Lutherans remembered that the Lutheran Church

 Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy, 198

1 uther D. Reed, “The Common Service in the Life of the Church,” The Lutheran Church Quarterly X11
(January 1939): 14, 20.

% This is of course the chicken and egg question. Which came first? Restored doctrine or restored
practice? Either way, they go hand in hand. It is problematic to seek one without the other.
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is a liturgical church. This is part of its rich gospel heritage. It harmonizes with their
“we believe, teach and confess...” formula.

In an address at the 100" anniversary of the Common Service, Prof. James Tiefel
commended the service for “serving us well for half a century.®® We do well to give it
thanks as it reaches its 100" birthday. Realistically, it has its problems. We hope that
our new liturgies can solve them beautifully, practically and devotionally.”®” The
Wisconsin Synod hymnal committee attempted that by not only returning to the Common
Service, but also returning to the Lutheran liturgies of the Reformation, and yet farther
back in the history of the Western Rite. The 1993 hymnal, Christian Worship, keeps the
Common Service alive among this section of the Lutheran Church. I pray that our

congregations will.

% The Wisconsin Synod became familiar with the Common Service at the publication of The Lutheran
Hymnal (1941).

%7 James P. Tiefel, Christian Worship: 100 Years of the Common Service. Available at

Essay Files of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, www.wls.wels.net
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ADDENDA

Two original editions of the Common Service are below.

The Common Service of 1888 copied from an 1892 hymnal of the General Council:
Church Book for the Use of Evangelical Lutheran Congregations. In this hymnal it is
titled: The Morning Service.

Gﬂmrch Book, 5
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[RRS U TTNE
Ydith Flusig
LRRANGED FOR THE USE OF CONGREGATIONS,

BY -
IMARRIET REYNOLDS KRAUTH.

PUBLISHED WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE
GENERAL COUNCIL,

I
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4 2et All things be done decentlp and {n order.'—1 Cor. xiv, 40,

RUBRICAL OUTLINE

oF A

FULL SUNDAY BERVICE.

Y The Aeavy black lelters sndizats what & or may be in whole or in part sung by the Congres
gation,

MORNING BERVIOR.
- vaon
I. Coxrssdrton with Versleles . . . . 1
« IL Ausovoriox with Amen . . , . , 2
© L nbrolt.. ... .., .. 165-180
1V, Glorla Patrl ... . . . .3,165-180
V.Kyris .. .. .
VL Glnrhlnxxcellh.. « s -B 0
[or another Canticle, or Hymum.]
VIL Savrarion with Reaponsa. . . 6, 1
VIIL Couuecr rom 7Ra Diy with
Aman. . . ... .. . 185189
IX. {Sewieroaz Leagoxs.]
X. Brisrux ror vis Dav,
XI. Hallelufah, Psalm or
Sentence. . . . . .88, {5-143
XIL Qosrsr yox Tuw Davy with Ver-
sleleg.. v o i L L
XTI Crood aald oraong.. , , . . 13-18
XIV. (Hymn,]
XV. (Sxrwax.)
XVI. Ofertory Santeuca. . . ., .16, 17
XVIL Gensuar, Prarsw; Ly
or Suffrages . . . .18, 200, 204
XVIIL. The Lord’s Prayer.
XIX. Bymn.
XX. [Holy Communlon]]. , , . , 0
XXI. Bewmotoriok with Amen. , . 18, 18
(Silent Prayer)

IR

xvi

VESPERS.
— PAGE.
I [A Hymn ullnvnr_ll]nn.]
© 1L Versicles . . . .
1IL. Glorla Patri [wILh Hluuluju.h] . as
1V, [Antiphon} .. . 19-88
V. Paalm or Pealms, with Glorta.
Patr. .. ..., ., , 40143
VI. [Antiphon]. . .. . ., . , 4088
VIL Laaaox or Leasons . . . , . , .38
[Verslcls.]
VIL. [Respongory or Hymn.]
IX. (Sznwon.)
X. The Hymn.

XL [Veraicle], « v v v v o v uy L 40-

X1l [Antiphon] .., . ., . 40,40

XU, Cantlele. o o o L. L., L 40,4}

XTIV, [Antiphon.)

XV. The Praven; (mumy ar
Suffrages). . . . . . . 200, 204

XVI. The Lord's Prayer.

- XVIL [The Sxturarion and Response]. 43

XVIL Qouuser von rax Dav with Amag,
[Other Cotrwors.]
XIX. [Veralcle]. o . o . . .
XX. Couuxer ror Praok with A.mun‘ . 42
XXI. [Bonedicamus]. . « 2 4 4 . . .42
XXI. [Closing Hymn,)
XXIL [Bexentorion with Amen] . . .43
(Silent Prayer.)
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Minister. 1 said, X will confess my
transgressious unto the

Congregation. And Thou forgavest
the iniquity. of my sin,
! f Then ahall the Minister say :

Almighty God, our Muker and Re-
deemer, we poor sinners confess unta
‘Theo, that we nre by nature zinful aod
um\lean, and that we have sinned
agninst ‘Thee by thought, word, and
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Christ our Lord,
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is baptized, shall ba saved. Grant this,
O Lord, unto us all. .
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Amen..
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KiHarla Patri sung or said by the
1,07 the Introlt and Glorin Pof

ainding fo the eloss of the Coblact,
or sung {he Jutroit for iAe Day.
789.]

may be aaid by the Minister,

rsaid responsively. Aftcr the

THE MOKNING BERVICE. 3

Glorin Patri, the Tutrolt way be repeated n1
fora the Pyalm. Instead of the Introlt a
Taatm or Hymn may be sung.

TUHY INTROIT,
§ The Introit-shall always end with the
ULORTA PATUL.

-
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ING BERVICE. 5
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And with thy spirit.
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Let us pray,

T Then whall fha Minister any the Callect for
the Day, [ Prges 165-189.]
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Joun Gons, parlly from TaLLis.

The Wicene Sreed, b,

‘ m— T T o e |
A = ==Erie s
I l’_lz
=N -y L, - 2,
T T 1 T ——F
—+ T T i}
—+ I o s =

tho Yather Al eattll, And of a1 things

T
Thellewlo ot Gt} g, {ty,u-kunn-un-na yisibla and  fo - vinl=Lls,
P

T T
; -t
: ;

=

5 {
And 1 Lovd Jeaus Ohrist, @od, Nagntten of Hls e,

- 1t
{ nd in ous Lord Jeeus Chris } Bon uf { ittt} a1l worlds, Qudaf God,

= ot = f
S o 1 t
= g|ﬁ % ——z—1
- J e = 2. “.

" e T2z T
= = = !
e — o v  — 1

t i .
Light af Light, Very 0cd of very God, { Hegotten, not made, fistag of “”) ¥a - ther, Iy whom

] ‘l T Y. T
%5 == = 1
| I P Ed [d - -

&
.
R
-
R

Z
i d

R —F
was Encarnnte

- Who,far ot men, and And by’
il things were  made; $kor our aalvatlon, bown from heaven,d the toly Ghost of the
catno Virgln Hary, And was,

T
T
T

T

¥ ¥ ¥
i : 1
A wwan crucified alwo for us .,,.A}' it der I —
11 1og (o the Berfptures ] And aacended

wnde a0 dor Lontiue Pliate. s saficred

1

a
1
—

L2 L2 L2
72T
1
1
.

Into  heaver, And sliteth on the ght hand of the  Fae {“"h :,:;’, “-:1!.‘3‘.‘.‘:‘:.:.‘W""}

¥isconsin buth.Sem. mrw ~ I Ny

29

TIE MORNING BERVICE. 11

!‘ln ahall the Mintsler announce the Gon- { Then shall the Minister read

for the Day, taying:
I "Tho Holy Gospel is written in the

e Ch“l"{’; Of Bti——, Veginting| e 0 oo ended, the Minister shail any:
{ the—r=Verse. Hero endath the Gospel,and tha Congre-
: gation shall wing o say:

TIE GOAFEL VOR THE DAY,

"The Cangregation shall rise and sing or soy:
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FRelicve (n God the | Father,, AL He arcended | into | heavel

s, [| Maker of | hcnvun | nud | {sittets on  the Iright llnmd "o "| e

- . . the | Father, . AL [ mighty;

Jin | Jesus | Ohwist, | Tis | on-|  From thence | He shail fuumu | to |
, our | Lnnl}; . {Judize the | quick .. nod the | (](!llll.

0_waa conceived by the Toly| .I'helieve in the | Ioly | Ghost; | Tho
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L r;m}es I’lnnlullls I“ilntu, Wan | 1nion | of | Suinls;
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18 THE MORNI

{f Then may a Hymn be aung and the Minialer

NG SERVICR.
Do good in Th good plensure un-

shall go inte the Pulpit. After the Hymn |t Zion: Build Thou the walls .of

shall follos
TUE EKRMON,
9§ The Serman endad, the Congregulion stand-
ing wp, the Miniater ahall say:
The peace of God, which posseth
* all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds through Chuist Jesus unto
everlasting life.

The Offertary shall (hen be aung. Either
N of tha Ofertories here folowing, or a0y | oo+ und take not

ather auitable Offcrlory, may be used
THE OFFERTORY.
1

Jerusalem.

‘Phen shalt Thou be pleased with
the saorifices of righteousness: with
burnt-offering  ond  wholo burate
offering.

i,

Create in me & olean heart, O God:
and renew a right spirib within me.

(last me not away from Thy pres-

from me.

Testoro unto me the joy of Thy
qnlvation: and uphold me with Thy

The sacrifices of God are a broken free Spirit.

rglirit' # broken aud 8 contrite hesrt, 1q 1White the Offertary s sung, tha Mininler

God, Thou wilt not despise.

shall g to the Aliar.

Thy Holy Spirit

Tigy, W, FaLwn.

r
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T Lavanax.

Tha sacrifices of God area | brnk::n(L Je- | ri-sa- | lem.
3

gpirit || & broken and 8 contrite hear
God, | Thoa wilt | not de- | spise.

Do goodin Thy good pleasure } wn- | burat-offering aud

Then shalt Thou be pleased with the
sncrifices of | righteous- | ness || with
| wholo burnt- | of-

to | Zion; §j Butlt Thon the | walls of Hfer- | ing.

Frum TATIE.

‘Oreste in me o cloan | heatt, Orlt ence; || and take not Thy | Holy | 8pir-

God; || and re- | new o tight | spi
with- | lp me.

18 TRE MORNING BERVIOR:

§ The ninging ended, the Hinister shall ofer
the Geoursl Prayer. | He may wee the Prayer
* Rere fullawing ; or, if there be wa, Communion,
the Litaoy, or a selection from ‘the Callects
and Prayers, or any olker reilzbla Proyer.
{See pages 189 and £00.)

Almighty snd most morsifal God, the Fa-
thor of our. Lard Jesas Christ: We- thenk
Then for ait Thy goodnesa and tevder mec-
ciea, enpeciatly fur the gift of Thy dear Son,

_and for the revelstion of Thy willsnd graca:

and we & Thoa o to implaot Thy
Word in ns, that, in good anid honest hearts,
wo tnay keap.it, and Uring forth frult by
patlant continoanes i well dolog,

Mont henttily e hoseoch Thee so to rula
and govern Thy Charch universal, with. all
fta paators and miniators, that It may bo
presorvod in the para ductrine of Thy saving
Trord, wharehy faith towarl Thee may o
strongthened, nnd charity locressed fn us
toward ail mankiod.

. Giraat alxo hoalth wnd prosperily to all In
anthority, especinily to Lhe Fresident [ and

+ Cangress] of tha United Btates, the Govern-
or [and Lagialatare] of this Commanwealth,
and to all oue Judges nud Moglatratea; and
endne them with graco (o ruls aflor Thy
koo pleasnre, to the muintennnce of Hght-

 Rousuess, and to the hindemaco and punish-
faunt of wickedness, that we msy lund o

_quist and peacesblo' 1o, in il godliness
and honeaty.

May it pleaso Theo al=o to turn the hearts

“of onr enemlos anil mdvamarie, thnb thoy

Tny dease their anmity, sud be inclived to
* Walk with us in meckness nod i perce,

ANl who ars fu trouble, want, sicknens,
angulsh of labor, peril of death, ot nuy uth-
“ar ndversity, especially thess who ire in
anflering for Thy Nume and for Thy teath's
nkn, comfort, O Gud, withThy Haly Splsit,
thal they mny receive ond acknowledge
their afflietinns na the manifestation of Thy
fatherly will. :

Y| Then ahall the Offerings of the Cangregallon
be guthered, and the Sinisfer shall placo them
wpan tho Allar, He way then muke ang sead-
“ful annauncements.
T A Hymn whail then be aung, which, {f there
Ba o Gummunian, ahall cloas wilh & Dazology ;
‘after ichich (he Minister, slanding before tha
Atar, ahall pronounce
- THE BENEDICTION.

The Lord bless thes, and keep thea.

it | from me.

Restors nnto me the joy of | Thy
Cast menoto- | way fram. . Thy | pres-{sal- | vation; ]-lr.nnd ophold | me with | -

Tliy free | Bpirit.

And althongh we have deserved Thy
righteons wrath sd manituld punishments,
yét, we entreat. Thes, O most merciful Fa-
{Ber; remember not tho sins of our youth,
not ‘gur many tmuagressions; but ont of
Thine unspeakable goodues, grace and nler-
<7, defend us from all horm and danger of
Tody and soul.  Preserve us from fulss aud
pernicians doctring, from war aod bivodshed,
Fom plague and pestilenca, from all eslnm-
ity by firoand water, frum hail and tempest,
fromn fatlure of harvest and from famine,
from angaisly of heart nud deapals of Thy
mercy, and from an evil death. Aud fo
evary timo of trouble, show Thyscl{ o very
present ITelp, the Saviaur of all men, snd
rupesially of them that believe.

Cnuse also the needfal fruits of tho ‘carth
{0 prosper, Ut we may evjoy them in due
sensom.  {iive success to the Christien train-
ing of the young, to a1l lawhl cceupations
on land aod sen, and to all pure arta an
useful kuowledge; swl erown {hem with
Thy lessing. .

IHera apecial Supplicationa, Intercessions,
and Pragers may be mide.

These, audl whatsoovor ofher thinga Thot
wonldeat bave na ask of Tues, O God,
vonehsafo unia ua fnr the sake of the hitter
wfferings and denth ol Jesus Chirint, Thine
only Hon, our Lord and Saviour, ‘Wholiveth
and reigneth with Thes ud the Holy Ghost,
wver ons Gud, world without end.

Then ahatt tha Minister, and the Congregne
tion woith him, sy -

THE LORD'S PRAVEML .

Our Frther, who art fu hesven ; Fallowed
Lo Ty Noma; Thy kingdom come; Thy
will bo done on earth, ny 3t is fo heaveny

forgiva us ant troipasacs, p we forgive those
Wikt trenpasa sgainst ua; And lend ue not in-
to temptation; Bt deliver ua from avil;
For Thine is the kingdon, and the power,
ond s glory, for ever nud ever.  Amen,

The Lord make His face ahine upon
thee, and he gracious unto thes. -
The Lord lifs up His countenance
upon thee, and-give.thee peacer -
o Thd Congregation shall ring or aay :
Amen.

The Cumgregation should then offer sitent
| prayer. .

Give us ihls day owr daily bread; And.
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- Amen after the Benedicion.
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ke Wely Sovnnunlon.

{ Wile the Hymn afler the Genersl Prayer
is betng aung, the Ainister shall go to the Altar
and prepare for the adminidration of the Ho-
y Seerament, X
§ The Hymn ended, the Congregalion shatl
sand wnlil the distribulion beyin.

: THE PREFACK,

§ The Miniater xhull say:
The Lard be with you.
§The Congregntion shall ring or say:
And with thy spirit.

Minister. Lift up your hearts,

_ Cbngregation. We 1ift them up un-
to the Lord.

Minister. Lot us give thanks unto
the Lord our God.

Congregution. Xt is meet and right
80 to do.

Minisler. Tt ia truly meet, right,
and salutary, that we ghould at all
times, and in all places, give thanks
unta ‘Thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Al-
mighty Everlasting God.

o Here sholl follow the Proper Profucs, as

cording to the time, as kere giren, Atother
times shafl follow immediately, Therefure with

PROPEN PHEFACKL.
For Christmas.
For.1u the mystery of the Word
made flesh, Thou hast given uy a new
revelation of Thy glory; that aeeing
“I'hee in the person of Thy Son, we
may be drawn to the love of those
things whicl ave not seco. There-
fore with Angels, cto,
For the Poasion Seuson.
Who on the tres of the Cross didst
giva ealyation unto tuankind ; that
whaonee death arose, thence life also
might rise aguin: and that he who
by a Lree onte overosme, might like-
wise by a tree be overcoms, through
Christ” our Lord; through Whom
with Angels, et
For the Easler Season.

Thee for the glorious Resurrection
of Thy Son Jeaus Christ our Lord:
for Ha is the very Paschal Lamb,
which was offered for ue, and hath
taken awny the sin of the -world;
Wha by Hia death hath destroyed
death, and by His rising to life again,

Angels, ete.

Therefore with Angels, ete.

The Freface.
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T Then ahall be ning or suid the -
RANCTUE. ’
}llIoly,hnly, holy, Lord God of Baba-
th;

oth;

Heaven and earthare full of Thy
glory;

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He that cometh in the

Name of the Lord, for
ening of thoso who humbly ocunfess

their sins, and who hunger and thirst
after rightoousness.

Tosanna in the highest,
§ Then may the Miniater give thin Exhor-
{afion fo thoee that be minded fo reeeive

the Lord's Bupper: . -

THE BEXHORTATION. .
Dearly Beloved | Forasmuch as we

urpose to come to the Holy Supper
gf rgur Lord Jeaus Chvist, i{ be(rx?m-
ethusdiligently to exanine ourselver,
as.5t. Paul exhorteth us, i
Holy Sscrament hath been instituted

For thia

or the special comfort and strength-

T agv: Gmrm Rae. L

The Sanctua.
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But chiefly are we bound to praise -

hath restored to us everlasting life.
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For Ascension Day.
Jeaus Christ our Lord, Who

reation appeared openly
isciples, and in their aighl
d up into Heaven, thet He
jake us partakers of Hia Di-
hjre. Therefore with Angels,

Lord, And in the confession

of Mujesty co-equal.
Angels, efe.
br Whilrknday.
 Jesus Chriat, Thy dear Son,
and Saviour; Who ascend-
-the Heuavens, and sitting at
and, poured out on this
Foly Bpirit, as He had prom-
he ohasen disciples; where-
th rejoices with exceed-
erefore with Angels, ete.

Nume; evermore praising
ERYing:

For the Festieal of tha Trinity.
Whao with Thine Only-begotten San,
and the Holy Ghost, drt one God, one

only true God, we worship the Trinity
in Porson, and the Unity 1nSubstunee,
Therefore with

§ After the Frefuce ahall follow immedialely:
Therefore with Angels and Archan-
gele; and with all the company of heav-
en, wo laud and magnify Thy glorivus
'}hee, and
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{f we thus examine ourselves,
1find in us nothing but sin
gath, from which we can in no

‘gureelves frea, Therefore
rd Jesus Christ hath had moroy
, and, hath taken upon Him-
¥ nature, that so He might fulfil
@ whole willaud law of God,
‘ug and for our deliverance
¥:death and all that we by our
ye-deserved, Arnd to th end
& dhould the more confidently

Ha giveth us I
His Blood to drink.
‘Therefore whoso enteth

believing the words of

and hath eternal life.
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bread, and drinketh of this cup, firm.

1
dy\vellehh in Christ, and Christ in him,

23

believe this, and be strengthened by
our faith in cheerful obedtence to His
will, He hath_inatituted the Hol
Sacrament of His Supper, in whic

1in Body to eat, nnd

i

of this
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The Common Service of 1888 as copied from an 1888 booklet titled: T/e Common
Service with Music. In this hymnal it is title: The Morning Service, or the
Communion.

| THE COMMON SERVICE

WITH

MUSIC,

FOR THE VUSE OF ' (Iw"

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CONGREGATIONS,
| 2bd

s,

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN THE
UNITED S§TATES,

PHILADELPIIA:

LUTHEBAN PUBLICATION SOCIETY.
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