


On the Making of & Pastor

A Comparison Between L.C.MS. and W,E.L.S

Introduction

As & colloguy student I have a unique opportunity to
see the clear differences between two distinct Lutheran
systems. I have had the privilege of attending two
different colleges and three seminaries. With this
background in mind, my goal is to show the clear differences
between these two Lutheran systems in regards to pastoral
training.

The college experience will come from three different
sources. Personally, I attended Concordia College, &nn
Arbor, Michigan for four years (minus one guarter), and
Concordia College, River Forest., Illinois for one guarter.
Also, 1 attended Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wavne,
Indiana for four years and attended Concordia Seminarv., St.
Louis, Missouri for one summer session. Thus, part of the
information will be coming from my own personal experience.
Anothar portion will come from the various college and
seminary catalogs, as gathered from the 1987, 1988, and
1989 school years. And finally., other information will be
based on talking with W.E.L.S8. students who are now
attending Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Meguon, Wisconsin and
have also attended Northwestern Preparatory School.
Watertown, Wisconsin and Northwestern College, Watertown, Wisconsin,

Curriculuns

This seems the simplest place to start, because the
information can easily be found in anv college or seninary

catalog., This is primarily a study of the different classes
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required by each school and seminary for a student training
to be a pastor.

I will not be including Northwestern Preparatory School
(NPS), because the L.C.M. 8. has nothing that compares with
it, NPS is a high scheool, strictly devoted to training
future pastors. Suffice it to say, that, whoever attends
NFS has a thorough background in religion, German and Latin.
As we will see, this is an excellent background for anvone
entering Northwesiern College (NC),

We will begin with Concordia College, Ann Arbor,
Michigan (CCAAY, hecause it is the first college I
attended. In order to get a thorough understanding of the
college and how it functions., we will initisally examine what
they consider to be thegir mission and purposs.

In the 1988-1989 gatalog. it savs:

"Concordia College serves as & liberal arts college of

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, preparing mea and

women for a life of service in the church and in the world.

The goals of Concordia are to graduaste s student who has:

1. Acguired general and specialized knowledge and
developed skills and attitudes useful for a life of service;

Z, Grown in faith and in the expression of the Christian
way of life;

3, Developed mature perspectives on the ideas, issues.
and events which comprise the human experisnce:;

4, Developed sensitivity and appreciation for the
blessings and responsibilities of citizenship in a
democratic socisty;

5. Come to value good habits of personal health and
wholesome use of leisure;

&, Achisved either or both the Associate of Arts and

Bachelor of Arts degrees. and is gualified for

i
admission to graduate or prefessional schools, or

appropriate employment.” (catalog p. 57

Bince it is a liberal arts college, CCABA is not for the
specific training of a pastor per se. Anyvone entevring the
pastoral ministry can choose from whatever field of study

they desire. The choices of major and/or minoy ars:
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art/Biblical and classical languages/biclogy/business—sconomics/
chemistry/comnunication/computer science/earth science/economics/
educationfenglish/geography/german/history/humanitises/math/music/
nursing/parish assistant/philosophy/physical educaticon/physics/
political science/pre-Deaconess/pre—law and pre-medical/
pre—-seminary gtudle /peychology/rel igious studies/Arny and

Alr VForce ROTC/science {(generall/science {physicall/social sclience/
sucial science (history/political science)/sccial science (studies

in cross—~cultural relations)/sociclogy/spanish/humsn resourcss
administration {(oatalog pp. 18-367

Howewver, anyvone specifically studying for the pastoral minis
does have the option to take the "pre-seminary studies”.
The catalog (p., 29 reads as follows:

The distinctive four-vear program at Concordia

College, Ann Arbor provides the student with the

traditional training preferred as a route to a seminary

of The Lutheran Church~Missouri Synod. The student who

follows Concordia’s pre-seminary program will find that

he has met and exceeded the admission reguirements of

any of our four seminaries in the United States and Canads.

I. General Bducation: 84 credits

Religious SBtudies: 15 credits

RELZ291 014 Testament 3
RELZ11 New Testament 3
THY¥Z2g1 Introduction to Lutheran Thecology 3
RELIGG/

498 Level course 3

PHIZ®W1 Hist. and Probh. of Western Phil. I 3
Or

PHIZ®SZ Hist., and Prob. of Western Phil. I1I 3
Social Bolience: 12 orediis

205281 Introduction to Bociology 3
HISZ293 Globh. Prob. of Mod, Civ. 3
HIG2@l, 202, POSZ9L, or BECOZE1 3
3B/ 488 level courss 3
Psvohology and Bducstion: 3 credits

PE8Y201 General Psychology

English and Communication: 12 credits

ENG201 Engligh Composition 2
BNGZ11l Inderstanding Literature 3
COM201l Fund of Public Speaking 3
302748238 level BEng. or any of the following
Communication courses:

CoMizal, 321, 331, 332, 351 2
Forelgn Language: 18 credits
*Latin/German/Other (63
GREZA L, 202 Blementary CGreek I, I1 &

3
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GREIEL Intermediate JGresl T 3
GREZHZ Intermediate Greek IT 3
HEE 201, 202 Elementary Hebrew 1., II &

X6 hours in German/Latin is not reguired if
high school credit in a language is in evidence.

Matural Beoience/Mathematios: 12 oredits

Biology 34
Barth SBcience (ESC241 recommendsd or

Chemistry or Physics) 24
Mathematlics 24
BIO344 Bwvolution or

801451 History of Boilence 3

If the student completes 12 hours in steps

one to three, he

has met the Natural Science regquiremants.

Humanities: 9 credits

HOM 281 Humanities I

OR

HUM392 Humanities II

MUB28 1, 381 or 43402

331

1 hour ensemble or applied music.

ARTZ81, 292, or

fr 03 B (1)
i
3

<

Phyvsical BEducation: 3 credits

PEZBH Fitness Assessment and Program

Development
Activity courses

o

i

I1. Mador: 24 credits
171, Minor: 15 credits

IV, Elsctives

800199 Exposure
EDU428  Teaching

Minimum Reguired
There iz also a
gives a much broadexr

but for our purposes

and BExperiencs (Recommended)
the Christian Faith (Recommended)

for Graduation: 128 credits
"religious studies” curriculum, which
range of religion and theclogy courses,

we will be sticking as close to the

pre-seminary trailning program as possible., Just keep in

mind that ANY major/minor is a viable option.

Also, it is important to keep in mind that CCAA was

originally considered one of the leading pre—seminary

training schools for

the L.C.M. 5. It has since branched out

to include many other fields of study and consequently lost

its emphasis on pre-seminary training. For thset reason we



will make a small comparison between CCAA and Concordia
College, River Torest (CCERF), Just to see how they relate
CCRFEF has traditionally been thought of as the teacher
training college for the L.C.M. 8., although they do have =
pre-seminary program in their catalog. It sinmply says:
The program consists of a multiple option approach to
pre-seminary studies which offers the student different
academic emphasis., either in education or the liberal
arts, by which the student may meet all academic
gntrance reguirements for both seminaries of The
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. All pre-seminary
training students are urged to seek counsel of their
academic adviser in the planning of their specific
acadenmic program. (April. 1988 catalog?
This is followed by two small sample curriculums that

give a teacher education option and a liberal arcts option.

They do have a rather extensive offering of theclogy classes
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(catalog, pp 115-1192, although I could see no specifi
program for a pastoral student. It appears that each
individual student would have to choose his own curriculum.
based on the guidance of his advisor. CCRF is much like the
other L,.C. M. 8. colleges, so no further comparison with the
remaining L.C. M. 8. colleges is necessary.

In our research, we will now turn our attention to

Northwestern College, Waltertown, Wisconsin {(HOWW., The

1987-1988 catalog savs of its purpose and obisctives:
It ig the purpose of Neorthwestern College to serve the
needs of the Wisconsin Bvangelical Lutheran Synod by
assisting in the prepsration of a preaching ministry
gualified to proclaim the Word of God faithfallwy.
gffectively, and universally, in accord with ths
Lutheran Confessions,

1. MHorthwestern College considers its fundamental
objective to be the preparation of students gualified to
enter Wisconsin Lutheran Seminarvy, It stresses language
studies, which will enable the church's pastors to work
in the original languages of the Horiptures and in the
theological literaturs of the Christian church.
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2. Morthwestern Coll

m

2 well-rounded education. To schieve this obisctive, i
arts program, with
spacial emphasis on literature and the social sciences,

also offers s selective liberal

in addition to the language studies named above.

and training under the influence of the Gospel

acoord with the inervant Word of God:

it fosters

3. Horthwsztern College aims to function as a Christian
institution. Accordingly. it imparts all instruction

nd in

=]

zije seeks 1o produce gradustes with

t

devotional atmosphere that is conducive to the spiritual
and moral growth of a Christian and a potential church
worker; it exercises Christian discipline in all areas

of student conduct.

With this purpose and objective in mind.

NCWW has only

one curriculum. It is specifically geared toward preparing

men as a pastor in the W.E.L.S. It

is a four year program,

"based on entrance regquirements that include three years of

5

high school Latin and two years o

high school German.,”

{catalog p. 31 and lead to the Bachelor of Arts degree.

+

here is no curriculum or college i

offers a program similary to this.

As for the curriculum itself, the catalog (p.

The college curriculum reguires
hours (not including prereqguisites) for
elective courses.

0f these are to be chosen from

Reguired Courses

n the L,C.M. 8. that

a minimam of 134
graduation; 328

30 savs:

credit

changes within this curriculum. The catalog (p. 31

THNo

Feligion 28 hrs. & s=m.
History 11 hrs., 3 sem,
English 19 hrs. 3 sem,
German 9 hrs, 3 sen,
Latin 9 hrs. 3 sem,
Gresk 15 hrs. 4 semn.
Hebrew 14 hrs, 4 sem,
Mathematics & hrs. 2 semn,
Mus ic 3 hrs. 1 =em.
Psyvchology 4 hrs. 1 sem,
Philosophy 3 hrs. 1 sem.
Typing cr. 1 sen.
Physical Educ. 1 hr. 2 sem.
Also, unlike L.C. M. 8. colleges, NOWW allows for little

g
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changes in course selections by studsnts may be mads



unliess there are extenuvating circumstances., bhecause the
gschedule is drawn up on the basis of course elections.”

It is also dmportant to remember, that almost every
student at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Meguon, Wisconsin
( WLEMW) comes from NCWW. The few exceptions are much like
myself (a colloguy student), some who go through the
"Bethany Program™ (in Mankato, Minnesota, which ig‘én B. L. 8.
gchoollr, and a possible rave student from some other college.

In attending NCWW, the studenits entire life and
acadenic reguirements are geared toward the training of a
pastor. It is a very comprehensive program, and is further
enhanced by the fact that the majority of students have alsg
attended Northwestern Preparatory Bchool (& high school
connected with NCWW). When a student finally enters WLSMW,
it is taken for granted that he has a thorough background in
Greelk, Hebrew, Latia, German and religious/theological
studies. There are very few, 1f any excepltions.

For a short statistical analysis, showing the
difference between the W.E.L.3S. and the L.C.M. 5. college

curriculums, the following chart is rather intsresting:

"Heguired CUourses” Hours W, E. L, 5. Hours L.C, M, 8,
Religion/Philosophy 23 hrs. 13 hrs.
History/SBoclial SBoclencs 11 hrs. 2 hrs.
Fnglish/Communications 19 hrs. 12 hrs.
Foreign Languages 47 hrs. 18 hrs.
Math/Natural Science % hrs,. 12 hrs.
Music/Humanities 3 hrs. 9 hrs.
Psychology 4 hrs. 3 hrs.
Physical Education 1 hr. 3 bhrs.
Blectives 22 hrs, A4 hrs.
Total 134 hrs. 128 hrs.

It is easy to see from this statistical analvsis., that
the W.E.L.8., has a much greater emphasis on Religion and

Philosophy (35% more’, and Feoreign Languages (6Z2% more).
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While the L.C.M.8. has a much greater emphasis on
Math/Natural Science {(50% more), Music/Humanities (67%
more), and Blectives (35% more)., Also, the W.E. L.3. has a3
slightly greater number of hours that are reguired during
theilr four year program (5% morsl.

Seminaries

Once again, the major comparison is going to be between
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana (CTSFW)
and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin (WLEMW).,
pecause that is where I have had the majority of my schoeling.
As far as additional informaticon about Concordias Seminary.

St. Louis, Missouri {(CSS5LM>., i$ generally considered the

[
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"historical” seminary. where CTQFW is considered the "practic
seminary. That is because CSSLM has a little greater =mphasis
on historical theology, while CT8FY has a little greatsr
emphasis on practical theology and has more marvied students.
CE8LM is also considered the more "liberal™ of the two, and has
a history of allowing negative criticism fo be taught by some
professors. They have also been known to openly allow charismatics
and other liberals to attend the school, CTSFW has had its
Qh'r& of problems with professors and students. but to a much
lesser degres,
As we did with the colleges, we will begin owr look with
the statements of purpose for sach seminary. We will start
with CTSFW:
*Concordia Theological Seninary is establisghed
primarily for, and dedicated to, the purpose of preparing
men for the pastoral office to serve in established
congregations of The Lutheran Church-Missourl Bynod., and
in the mission fields within the United Btates and
throughout the world. It seeks students who possess

suitable personsl qua llLlCatlQﬂ” for the Gospel nministzy
and have demonstrated scsdemic compstence. The seninary



endeavors to train dedicated and mature Christian men who
will be esager to serve theilr Lord, who have attained
sufficient spiritual, intellectual, and emotional
maturity, and who give promise of continued growth in the
personal and spiritual graces that are expected of a
minister of Jesus Christ.

The seminary student is encouraged to use the warisd
opportunities at hig disposal to grow in an understanding
of the Scriptures and of the world in which the Seriptures
are to be proclaimed and applied. The seminary seeks to
foster personal and spiritual development through a rich
confessional worship life and through oppertunities for
Christian fellowship and service. The student is expected to:

1. Acqguire an adeguate knowledge of the whole Bible.
with a thorough understanding of specific books of both
the 0ld and New Testaments

Z. Learn how to interpret the Beriptures according to
sound hermeneutical principles, and., in the case of the
New Testament, on the basis of the original language

3. Learn to draw doctrine from Scripture and to

articulate the Christian faith and dsfend it on the basis

of the Beriptural wilness

4. Obtain a thorough understanding of historic Christian theo!

5. Acqguire an appreciation of, and commitment to, the
symbalical books of the Lutheran church contained in the
Book of Concord as a faithful statement and explanation
of the Scripiures

6. Attain an understanding of the history of the
Christian church and the unigue character of the
Lutheran heritages

7. Bttain an understanding of cther Christian and
non-Christian cultures and traditions. includiag methods
for suncessful communication of the Gospel within thess
other cultures

8., Orow in the ability to evaluate change within the
history of the church and comprehend current issues from
an historical perspective

9. Acguire a clear understanding of the nature and
duties of ths pastoral oiffice

12. Develop the reguisite skills and attitudes for
preaching., t=gaching, counseling, supsrvision.
administration. and other facgets of the pastoral office

11. Become conversant with all the theclogical

disciplines, so that as s pastor or missionary he will

e able to integraie them into & comprshensive view of
ministry and incorporate them in the exercise of his office



1Z2. Develop a humble recognition of the need to maintain
professional competence by continuved training and study

13. Develop compassion and sensitivity in communicating
the Gospel to all types and conditions of men, as well

as in dealing with the warious problems that confront

the pastor, in a carefully integrated program of
supervised pastoral sducation. begun during the first year

14, Improve his pastoval skills further in the vicarage
or internship yvear during which he works £ull time under
the supervision of an experienced pastor in a parish or
mission £field” <{eocatalog p. 18

After reading this statement of purpose. it is

impeortant to keep in mind the word "primarily” in the first

sentence. Students having & particulac }ndintatagt in
Biblical studies (male or female’ can also atltend CTSFW.
Also, "The zeminarv., does not restrict ites admissions to
gradustes of Missouril Synod colleges but sncowursgss men to
gtudy for the ministry who have earned the bachelor's degres
from other regionally accredited collseges and universities.
(catalog p. 11>. This is bscause, "& student body composed
of men who have majored in a variety of disciplines at the
college level has a great potential for the cross—fertilizsiion
of ideas in the classroom as well as in the discussion and
conversations normally associated with campus life. Bevond
that, the church in today's society has nsed for a ministry
that represents a broad spectrum of ftalents and capabilities

T in the total educstion of its professional

servants,” (catalog p. 11>. Thus there can be at least two

7]

types of students attending CISEFW, a regwisr student, "who
iz enrolled without gualification and is preparing for
full-time professional service in The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, or any church group in fellowship with the

kS

Missouri 8ynod.” or a specisd student, "who is net enrolled .
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in a regular program. or who does not desive to prepsare for

full—time professional service in the Missouri Synod or
groups in fellowship with it, or does not intend to obtain a
theological diploma from CTEFW." (catalog p. 17, Frimsrilp
it iz true that the majority of students are men preparing
for full-time service as a pastor and working towards a
Master of Divinity degree, but notice theyv snoourage cross-—
Fertilization of 1deas, rather than encouraging a unified
body of pastors.

There is also anocther group of students., who are

attending the "School of Graduate Btudies and Continuing

73

Bducation.”™ The catalog, p. 5% says:

I

"The main purpose of the seminary is to prepare men for ths
pastoral ocffice of The Lutheran Church-Misscuri Synod, The
seminary also recognizes an obligation teo provide programs
of graduate study and continuing education for pastors.
With these programs, the seminary encourages pastors to
continug their study of theolegy in an academic sstiting and
to seize the opportunity for specialization in the
application of theology to pastoral ministry.”

"Recognizing the responsibllity to serwve the church-—
at—large, Concordia Theological Seminary offers graduate
courses on the Fort Wayne campus and., through its office of
continuing sducation. at off-campus sites throughout the
country.” (Should F.E L. S have a8 graduate program?s

To summarigze what has been sald, keep in mind that
there is more than one type of student. Not evervone
attending CTEFY is preparing for full-time service as a
pastor. Other points, based on statements 1-14 above. will
be given after the discussion about WLSMW,.

The following is a listing of the curriculum required
by CTEFVW., Upon completion, the graduate will have obtained

the Masiter of Diwvinity degres:

.,..,ll.,,.



SEMINARY T
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Bregetical Theology

199, Hebrew 1.0 00 ees
1391, Hebrew II1..eccenossas
113, N, T, Studies. . cornwes
114, 0.7, Studies I....00..
115, Prin. of Bibl. Inter.

115, Gk, of the N.T. and I

Text. Tradition......
117. Luke or B118 John....

Svstematic Theology

129, Luth, Confessionsg 1.,
12 1. Luth. Confessions IT.
122. Rev. and Scripture...

Historical Theology
13@,  Barly Church. .. oa0..
13 1. Medieval Churah......

Pastoral Ministry

142, Lmtheran Worship.....
143, Homiletics T.........
144, Intro. to Missions...

PaM 1540.
Field Bducation
Total Bem I Reg Hrs........

DEMINARY IX

Bystematic Theology

220, God and Creation.....
221, Christologv...eesese.
222. Christ., Faith & Life.

Historical Theology
236, Reformation Era......
231, Church Bince 1658....

e 274 o - oo
et L s i

“

et Courss Gt
Bregetical Theology

212. Komans or

B466 GalatianS.csnssssncssss
214, 0.7, Ztudies I1I1...000:5
218, GENEEiB. v v e sovsassnrsns

fnt
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Pastoral Ministry

244,
243,
244,
241.
247,

Homiletios I1......000 0.

Parish Bducation. ... ...

Pastoral Fsyoh. or
Crisis Counseling........
Evangelism in Cong.......

PaM 25@.

Total

Field Bducation

Sem I1 Reg Hrs..vwesw s

Blective HoUrs, . v v v o s avasnsonea
ORI, v v e v v e s s cnn s e s s s wuwnoesn

SEMINARY TTIT

Vicarage Year

PaM 32049.

TODAL. . s e v s s s v ennnsoasssnnss

42!

ViCBYTRUSs s o e vsnscosnsenn

EMINARY IV

Lapt.

Course g,

Exegetical Theology

410,

Isaiahe s caoveaseaoasasess

Svstematic Theology

420,
421,
422,
8436,

Grace & DacramentsS: ... .

Church & Christian Hops..

Rel. Bedies of aAmer. or

Cur. Trends in Theo.,.....

Historical Theology

43,

Luth. Ch. in Anerica.....

Pagtoral Ministry

440,
442.
P443.
443,
444,
445,

Total

Electi
OB e s a v s s vnseansanaornonnnnss

Preaching Wkshp.... ... ..
Christian Scc. Bthics or
Thecological BEthics.......

Pastoral Practice........

Parish Admin....sonss000a

Past. Pract. Forum.......

Sem IV Reg Hrs...von v sw

ve Hr
A= TEBs o 2sau o0 0n00mn59022009sa

TOTAL 4 YEAR REQ HRES....c:000 .
(catalog p. 18.0

To condense this information a
for graduation in each aresa are:

PR

. 37

. 46
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. 29
. 15
. 44
137

little more.

the reguirements
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Bxegetical TheologV.  vicasscuacssodl hrs
Systematic Theologv....::vvsav.40..27 hrs
Historical Theology...cavosssves.s 15 hrs
Pastoral Ministry.......ccv0000...37 hrs
Field Bducation & Vicarage.........3 hrs
Area of Concentration Blectives...l2 hrs
Additional Electives.,...susnesses: 12 hrs
Totaleos s iioorssresassvssasnnss 137 hrs
(catalog p. 15,2

Before we discuss the curriculum or statement of
purpose any further, we must see what WLSMW =says about
their curriculum and statement of purpose.

First we will look at the statement of purpose:

The specific purpose of Wisconsin Lutheran Ssminary
ig to offer theclogical training for men who desire fo
snter the public ministry of the Wisconsin Bvangslical
Lutheran Synod or of churches within its confessional
fellowship, It is not established or maintained to serve
merely or in part as a school of religion furnishing
opportunity to anyone for specialized study in various
fields of theology.

The Seminary carries out this purpose by training
all of it students to preach and teach the pure Gospel of
Jegsus Christ and to carry out the pastorsl ministrations
of the public ministry in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures as the verbally inspired and inerrant Word
of God and in conscious agreenent with the historical
Confessions of the Lutheran Church. All of the
theoretical and practical courses of the Seminary. as
well as its vicarship program, are arranged to serve this
purpose,

In line with this single purpeose of fraining men for
the public ministry the Seminary also endesavors in
varicus ways to offer opportunity for thecological and
professional growth to those who already are active in
the public ministry of this confessional fellowship.

Reverent., thorough, and scholarly study of the Holy
criptures and a clear apprehensicon and faithful
application of its contents. especislly of its basic
mezsages of Law and Gospel, are considered fundamental in
realizing the Seminary’'s practical purpose of training
and eguipping men for the practical tasks of the public
ministry. In every phase of its training program the
Feminary strives., with the help of the Epirit, to remsin
faithful to the Holy Beriptures, to glive evidence of
thorowgh scholarship, and to effect professional
proficiency. (oatalog p. 22

1

s

In an effort to achieve their goals and purposes, WLSMW

offers the following curriculum:

e 14"%@.



Theological Introduction:
Level

P.T.
0.1,
0. T,
N. T,
Ger.
. H.
Bdu.

155%
124
244
126
253
278
489

Course Title

Intro. to Theology & Pastoral Ministry
Advanced Hebrew Grammar

Biblical Aramaic (elective)
Hermensutics

Theological German {(elective)

Mission Perspectives (slective)

A~V and Cowmputer Use {(elective}

Bibligal Theclogy

Biblical

Interpretation (Bregesis):

Genesis 13

Genesis 4: 1—11:26
Genesis 11:27-25:11
Selected Psalnms
Isaiah 4066
Galatians

Ephesians

Romans 1-8

Introduction (Isagogics):

The Bynoptic Gospels

The Letters of Paul
Hebrews — Revelation
Pentateuch

Higtory of O0.T. Criticism.
Joshua and Judges

Books of Samuel and Kings
General Introduction to the 0.7..
Poetical Books

Major Prophets

Minor Prophets

Theology:

The Barly Church to A.D. 324

From Constantine to Charlemagne
Middle Ages to A.D. 1599

The Reformation

The Post-Heformation Period to 1648
Modern Church History to the Present
Lutheranism in Americs

American Christianity

Lutheran Confessions (Symbolics):

0,7, 1214
0.7, 1218
0,7 121C
0.7T, 232
0.7, 341
N.T. 17
M. T, 275
N.T., 371
Biblical
M. . 129
N.T., 127
N.T. 128
0.7, 221
0.,7T. 222
0.T. 223
0,7, 321
0.7, 245
0.T. 346
Historigal
C.H, 171A
C.H., 1718
C.H, 171C
C.H., 276A
C.H, 2768
C.H, 379
C,H, 274
C.H. 37¢
SY¥YM. 141
SYM. 341

*Couraes numbered

Middlers

{Sem 1D,
**%These figures vepresent the number of
are Mon—Fri,

Augsburg Confession and the Apology
Formula of Concord

166199 are given for

30399 for Beniors (Sem IV).

5 periods/day., beginning at 7:30

Junicrs (Sem

Duarteg

1 guarter
st gquarter
2 guarters
lst or 2nd
2 guarters
2 guarters
1 guarter

st quarter
2nd guarter
3rd guarter
1,2.& 3 gt.
L, 2,8 3 qgt.
drd quarter
lst guarter
L. 2.8 3 gt.

lst
2nd
3rd
lst

gquarter
gquarter
quarter
gquarter

2nd guarter
3rd guarter

ist
2nd
3rd

guarter
guarter
gquarter

lst
Znd
3rd
lst
2nd
st
2l
3rd

gquarter
guarter
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Svstematic Theology

Doctrines of the Luth n Lhurch (Dogmatics):
8.7, 22804 Theology 1
2.7, 2388 Anthropology 2
8.7, 2300 Christology 3
2.7, 334A Faith and the Means of Grace 1
8.7, 334B The Order of Salvation, the Churchs

The Ministerisl Office 2
5.0, 334C aAntichrist, Death, the BEnd of the

Wmtida Bternity 2

Practical Theology

The Theory and Practice of Freaching (Homiletics):

i

il

4 =
— -
ik (R TN T

e

¢
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guar
quar

HOM, 151 The Theory of Bermon Making lst guar
2nd & 3r
HOM, 252 Practice Preaching lst & 3¢
2nd guar
HOM, 352 Practice Preaching 1,2, & 3
Pastoral Theology:
M. T, 283 Pastoral Bpistles Z2nd guar
P.T. 258 The Vicar, the Pastor, Christian
Discipline, Christian Burial,
Administration of the Sacraments Jrd guar
P.T. 35848 Evangelism and FParish Administration lst guasr
P.T. 2588 The Call intoc the Ministry, Stewardship
Organizations, the Synod 1 guarte
P, T, 358C Christian Marriage, Pastoral Counseling 1 guarts
Christian Worship:
WOR., 1460 The Form & Function of Christian Wor. st & Zn
WOR, 148 Discussions in Christian Worship 1s2:,8 3
WOR. 283 Muszic in the Psrish 2rd guar
WOR, 248 Discussions in Christian Worship 1.2,& 3
WOR. 346 Discussions in Christian Worship 1.2.& 23
Chrigtian Education (Catechetics and General Pedagogy):
wmhu, 157 Principles of Christian BEducation 3rd guar
nput, 257 Methods in Christian Bducation 1edeb 3
EDU, Methods in Christiasn Bducation IT i1zt & Zn
Vicarage: A full year of training in & congregation., EBnti
Ccataloy pp. 22-307
In comparing this curriculum with CTSFW, a few
adjustments must be made Both seminaries do not use
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ter
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the

zame categorises for similar clasges. In order to compensate

for the differences, I will be using the format

when giving the condensed class information for
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Byxegeticel Theology {(includes Hermenutics

and all 0.7, & N.T. ClasseB).cuiusasssssarssans ico HOUCS
Svstematic Theology (includes Symbolics

ant DogmatiCB) . cu e snenssnsasssssanannosnssa 38 NOUKS
Higstorical Theology. .o cersssnesanrssrassnuanwsssrdn NOULS
Pastoral Ministry (includes Homiletics,

Pastorsl Theology, Worship and BEducation......62 hours
FiCBEBOR. v o v v s s n v s snassssessasrsassrnsssoasaasassdne ¥eayr
BElectives, Miscellan@Ous. .. .r e asnrosarseeessn L Dours

TOT AL, v v s s e s st s nassanasnssannssuvsasssanssossaasa@l hours
Putting this list of reguirements next to CTEFW' s, Lhe

comparison is rather interesting:

Regquired Clagses CTEEW WLSMW
Bregetical Theology 31 hours 72 hours
Bvstematic Theology 27 hours 38 hours
Historical Theology 15 hours 22 hours
Pastoral Ministry 37 hours 62 hours
Vicarage One Year One Year
Blectives, Miscellaneous 24 hours i1l hours
TOTAL 134 hours 285 hours
Percenta Differences

%“ﬁﬁmtscai Theology = 57% more for WLEMW

Syvstematic Theology = 29% move for WLEBMW

Historical Theology = 22% more for WLEMW

Fastoral Ministryw = 40% more for WLSMW

Blectives, Misc, = 54% more for CTEFW

TOTAL = 35% more classes for WLEBMYW in the same amount of time.
or less money — pretty good bargain I would say!)

It is especially sasy to see that WLEMW has a much
stronger program of Biblical and docirinal studies. with a
much more cohesive program having less electives. With a

program of this nature. it is essyv to see fhat every pastor

iz more than adeguately trained in the Pevipture. plus has s

good practical background to go with it.

One difference that should be noted though, is the

]
s
B
ot
Qﬁ
i’}

zducation that is offered by CISFW. This is a
structured program. to snable the student to gain szposure

to hospitals. nursing homes and local congregatiocns. For

the first half of the Sem I wesr. & situdent will work at

...wl"?“



either a hospital or a nursing home. In the middle of the

vear, they will switch, During the Sem IT wvear., » student

x

will work at a locsl congregation as an assistant. All of

this exn

lin}
H

erience g during their spar

class time is reguired and oclass crediit is given.

At WLEMW, fthere

fen

little or no esxposure to hospitals
or aursing homes on a reqgquired basis. Stulents are
gncovraged and expected to be a member of a local

congregation and assist as muach as possible, but this does

not always includs exposure to hospitals and/or nutﬁiﬂgﬁf
homes. This area could definitely use some further looking
into. However, it can still be said that vicarage can
provide an excellent opportunity to £ill in these gaps
All in =all, the strong emphasis on Scripture learning

by WLEMW out-weighs any of the benefits gained by adding more
practice. Certainly it is true that faith without works is
dead, but it is also true thalt wou should never exchange an
indepth knowledge of the Scriptures for a bhunch of programs.
Yes, knowledge and experience must go hand in hand. Howevers
without a z0lid foundation in the Scriptures, vou will really
have nothing to put into practice except human made-up works!
In continuing the discussion about the 14 points

spelled out by CTEFW, it is interesting to note there are
several differences in the schools. CISFW sayvs the seminary

student is there to firet "grow in an vwnderstanding of the

s

"
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oW in an understanding of the
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world”,., However, when yvou look at the curriculum statistics.

clagsroom hours to actually
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WLEMW commits 110 hours. OTBFW commiits 76 houwrs to more
practical classes, while WLEMW commits 95 hours to practical
. I see & great disparity betwsen what CTEFW claims

Classes

{;a
W

to be their and what they are doing to accomplish it.

i
G
=

Again, they claim as thelr number one goal, to "Acguire
an adeguais knowledge of the whole bible, with a thorovgh
understanding of specific books of both the 0ld and New
Testaments, Looking at the factse, we see CTEFVW haz only
gseven "Bible" clagses (21 class hours! covering only four
specific books of the Bible (HN.T. Studies, 0.7T. Btudies 1 &
II, Luke or John., Romans or Galatlans, Genesis. and

WLEMW on the other hand has 19 classes (67 class houcrs?

3

covering more than 18 specific books (Genesis 1-3, Genesis
4:1-11:26, Genesis 11:127-25:11, Eelected Fsalms, Isalah

40-66, Galatians, Ephesians, Homans 1-8, The Bynoptic

Gospels, The Lettsrs of Paul, Hebrews—Hevelation.

Pentateuch, Joshua & Judges, PBooks of Bamuel and Kings,
T e

Poetical Books, Major Prophets, and Minor Prophets) devoted

deeply studying Scripture. CIBFW can hardly claim a student

knouledge to be sdsguaie when they specifically require the

Une other area of noticeabls difference, is in the arsa

L]
(e
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onfessional subsoription, CTHEFY has for its statement.
to TAcguire an appreciation of, and commitment to. the

symbolical books of the Lutheran church contained in the

Book of Concord as a faithful statement and sxplanation of
the Beriptures.” This is slightly different from WLEMW, who

LR

says thelr situdents study, ”...in accordance with the Holy

i

Soriptures as the verbally inspired and inervant Word of God

~19-
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and in conscious agreement with the historical Confession of

il

the Lutheran Church. For my purposes., I would like someons

k2l

to thoroughly explain the difference between "commitment to

=y o

and “"conscilous agreement with”. it could be significant! 717

Just tying this all ftogether. it appesre olesar to me.

o

that WLEMW haz a much better way of achieving their goals.

o

The YRewverenlt, thorough. and scholarly study of the Holy
= .?e . i

HSoripturss and a

9]

“lear apprehension and faithful application
of its conteants., especially of its basic messages of Law and
Gospel, are considered fundamental in realizing the

Seminary'se practical purpose of fraining and equipping men

w

for the practical tasks of the public ministry.” What

hetter way can men be trained to be Bhepherds under Christ.
then to sit at the Master's feet and learn directly from Him?
Student Life on Campus
Thisg section is mostly personal experience and
a comparison of different aspecits of student life on the
various campuses. Since it is based primarily on personal
experisence, some things are bound ito have changed or will

change in the future. By and large, however. ithe

gt

i

information is faotual in nature and periinent to this study.

In talking with several situdents at ¥YLE. it is sasy to

aifigant differences between

Yok

aﬁ‘d

mee That therse sres some B

E.L.8, and L.C.M. 8, experiences on campus. One of the main

by
543

differences is in LThs weulty, Bt CUAA for insitance, there

iz a large portion of the faculty that never attended any of
the synodioal schools. At NCWW, howewver, as far as 1 could
Tind out, svery singls faculty mewnbey attended at least one

synoficel oollege and 17 out of 23 sre ordained men, who
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julvalent {(that iz almost
T5%) . O0f the 23 faculty members of NCWW, all of them are
male. CCAL on the other hand, has & fazculiy of 38, of which

& are female and only 18 of the men had an H.Div degrss ox

its egulvalent (that is only 26%).

g

e

hen it comes to the student's spiritual life, both
NCWW and CCAA have chapel and other worship times. One of
the significant differences, though, is in conducting
services that include the Lovd's Supper. At CCAA, when I
was attending (1976~1986), every communion service had to be
sponsored by a local congregation. A pastor of a loocal
congregation {(usually the pastor from 2t. Paul’'s downtown).
would come and consgecrate the elements and distribute them.
This was supposedly based on the doctrine of church and
ministry that says only the local congregation has the right
to administer the sacraments. At NCWW, communion services

I can

i

are alwayvs held at a logal congregation, &8 far a
tell, doctrinal reasons have little to do with this
decision, It is mostly becsuse NCWW prefers the students
to worship at and become involwed in a local congregation.
there are plenty of churches within walking distance
and close driving distancs. there is no reason why they
need Bn OnCCARRPUES Ccommunion service.

2z for diffsrences between CTEFW and WLESMW, I will only
mention 8 f=w. The first one that comes to mind is in the
way the students dress. At CTSFYW it is not uncommon for

rass The

’!'9

wav they feel that morning., I have

U

zeen students wearing tennis shoes, black leather jackeis,

cut—off shorte. torn up clothes and t-shicts with vulgar



messages attending chapel, communion and classes, I can

1]

remenber seeing one person go to communion wearing hi
jacket that said, "Joe's Bar and Grill” with some vulgar
picture on the back {something similar to thatr. All of

these observations are not tTo make a judgment on their

jo?

character, but to give you an indication of the differences

in atmosphere.
At WLEMW, it is the general consensus that a student

will wear a suit and ties to chapel and classes. A sweater

and tie is al

f

coepntable., It iz the rarve oceasion to see

QY
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a student not wearing a tie or dresss shoes., After classaes
and at some social functions students dress much mors
casually. but the faculty and students make 1t olear that
they are there to be trained as professicnals. This

training includes how to dress and how to socially conduct

g

vourself as a pasitor in today's world., Simple stigueite can
make & big difference when trving to share the Word of God!

£ the other differences are more subitle., but

=3
o
1

nonethaless very real., At WLSMW wou can clearly see a unity
among the faculty as they sit togsther in chapel and even in
private, while at CTSFW there were some obvious and open
differences in theology and persconalities. At VWLEMW thers
appears to ke an open respect for the professors for the most
part, while at CTEFW there were alt times open anger and
hatred towards certaln professors. During lunch hour at

WLEMW, there is clear evidence of a oneness anong the

3
4

student body. They doke and laugh and have plenty of geod

-

{

timez, while conducting the lunch in & scomewhalt busines

0

like fashion. At OTEFW,. lunch time waz dust lunch time,



ou could talk to others. or zomalimes asrgus theologlosl

ot

trivia, or just plain socialize, but rarely if sver did vou
openly notice a unified, harmoniocus student body. In terms
of the professors themsslves, at CTEFW. there are some who

T

have never served a congregation, while at WLBMW all have

5’3;

£

served a congregation at least once, Alsc at CTEFW., there ism

who never graduated from an L.C.M. 5.

semimazvf while at WLSMW they are all graduates of WLSMY.
Summary

A11 in all, you can not point to one or two specific

things that would indicate a huge difference between the

=

L.C.M. 8 and the W,.E.L.&8. Ifraining of a In the
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L.C, M. 8., there is no specific "heresy” in what they are

o
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fa—y

doing. The differences by and large are far more subtle.

P

o
i

The differences sre based on a basic philosophy and approach

to training a pastor. The L.C.M. 8. bases their philosophy
on a cross-fartilizetion of ideas sand practical trailning.

based on human reason and experience. The W.E.L.5. on ithe
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other hand. basis their tr
Seriptural knowledge. The L.C.M. 8. says a lot of interesting
things on paper., bat in the curriculum and church life it does

not matoh. In comparing the number of

g.._x

lass hours and the

SBoriptursl smphasis, the W.E.L.E. comes oult a clear winner.

In looking at the W.E.L.S, curriculum, 1t is quite clear
that a pastor coming out of WLSMW is much better prepaved to
handle congregational life. This is seen nolt just in this
compar ison. but in the actual 1life of the synod as a whole.
There is an obvious unity and oneness among the pastors and

that spreafds from one end of the synod to tThe




other., In the L.OH. 8. this just is not true. There iz a
great deal of pluralism and disunity throughout the synod,
possibly brought on by the cress—fertilization of ldeas,

rather than a solid study of and commitment to Boripturse.

-

My prayver is thet the W.E.L.S., will continue its strong

enmphasis on and commitment to God's Word, and that the
L.C.M. 8., can see and use this example to bring about the

£

change 1t so

h
i
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perately needs.
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