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When someone mentions the word M'\nfauke'smu!‘f much history comes to mind. the

© . city is full of muny historical reminders of its past. we think of the spring

" health resorts which made waukesha so famous. we can't forget the presence
of ﬁhe well known depot. who can forget the beauty and largeness of uarroll
uollege, sr ~the crooked indian paths that eventually became streets, such as
thenpive roints:? in this city fhere.is‘yet another’historieal site; not only
rich in history in the past, bu£ making history even now. L am speaking of
1rinity cvangelical Lutheran uhurch.

iy interest in rrinity has increased throughout the years. une thing that
has intrigued me in my years being « member, has been this question: why is
1rinity os large as it is? What has caused 1rinity to be so large in size ¥
uf course, we all know wh;t part wod's grace plays in this matter. we are Qhat
ve ar&, S o result of uod working. whateyer success we may find in the ministry,
all the credit belongs to Godg”gb~ﬁé@m belongs all the glory. We know this.
put my purpose in writing this puper is to find the more underlying remsons for
the present stute of 1rinity.

hot factors have played into rrinity s size today? what in the history of
the church, has caused 1rinity to becéme a large congreéation? une reason for
its sigze is the fact that 1Tinity was one of the first churches in waukesha.
waukesha w;s first settled in L8¢7 by nine people. another group of settlers
cele seven years later in lbj#. #rom that year on settlers came quite regularly
every year. By LB38 there were lu+ people in waukesha, then called rrairieville.
1t vas during this year the historic wongregational uhurch was begun. ooon after,
in the year 183y, two more churches were founded : +the paptist vhurch and the
methodist vhurch., 1t wasn t until seven years later that o rresbyterian hurch

was built. thus the picture looked Llike this:
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.nS the population of the citj increased, the founding of néw churches increased
t00. 1rinity wutheran uhurch became the fifth churchi in the city. it Wwas
organizéd inuidaé, fifty nine yemrs'éftéf Wuukééﬁ;‘gas settled: By 1892 tﬁer
number of chugches increased to nine. meanvhile the popuiation of the city
increuased to 64¢5. As new people came to waukesha, the need for new churches
beeame-greut;

Bec.use 1rinity was founded early in the history of the city, it had time
to establish itself in the community, become well known and grow in size before

meny other churches. being one of the earlier churches had much to do with its

condition today.

we know however, that the dute of founding isn't the oniy reason for its
size today. 1rinity is approaching its centennial year. wvuring the course of
thosé’one hundred years, the church could have lost members and gone into
obiivion.“ why didn t it? God s grace was at work:. nOt only wus 1rinity one
of the earliest churches in waukesha, it became known as the wutheran church
in waukesha! -+the following paragraphs are transilated from the weTrman of the -

church s first book of minutes «nd tell us how the church was founded

“1n september, 1886, the nev. Johannes H. prockman, then pastor of
S>t. Mark s wutheran church in watertown, wWas taking the train from
purtingtom, wisconsin, to his home. He planned to transfer from the




500 Line to the ot. raul at wwukesha, but he missed « connection. He

had t0 wait four hours for the next trein, and he passed the time
stroiling the streets 6f our town, then an up and coming village.

opomewhere near the rive roints he struck up & concersion with a

local resident, o woman whose name has not been recorded. ohe was
w tutheren from uwermany, «nd she told of her disappointment at not
finding o wutheren church here. when she Learned that the stranger

was a Lutheran pastor, she asked if he could bring about the founding

of « wutheran church here.

rastor Brockman wus «n wrdent supporter of mission work, end he

immediately begen an investigetion of the possibilities. osatisfied 1
that response would be favorable, he announced the beginning of services.

it Vas only natural that 1rinity became known aéyggg’ Lutheran church in
wwukesha because Trinity was the first tutheran church in waukesha: in fact,
there w8 not o lutheran vhurch outside our Synod in waukesha until thg middle
19s5uts. Just imagine: Trinity was the only iutheran church in town;%e$$de Grace
vutheran, « sister cengregation founded in Lyug)_from ité@ounding in 1886 until
1953t wor & long, long time I'rinity was known as the uer&an Lutheran Church
to the people in waukesha. in this century, Trinity congregation has been
knoﬁn affectionately to members and non-members alike as the white nock Ghurch.
seing the chief wutherwn vhurch in town for so meny years served to Trinity’s

advantage. when people wished to join & Lutheran church, Irinity vas the only

one they could join. T suppose people could have started another church if they
had wished, but the church served them and they were satisfied with the instruction

«nd care given them.

1t was mentioned that urece Lutheran church was started in 1l9yy. Notice

though? from the years 1886 to iyuy, 1rinity existed ail by itself without any

other putheran churches. puring this same period of time, the city of waukesha's

increased from 2,969 to 874U, Undoubtably many of these same pepple became members

on white gock avenue. By the time urace was started, 1rinity had a £irm membership\.

In 1886 Trinity hoad 22 families. By 19u< irinity increased to iuu families,
purthermore, 1rinity was « german church. most of the people who belonged to

the church spoke uerman t00. when Urace was started, there were a few pnglish-speaking




pedple who wanted an english-speaking church i.:cas o result, Grace was started.
But very few people from Yrinity left to joiﬁ urace because uermén w&s’the language
“of that day. ‘the people that came over from Germany stayed with their native
tongue; there was no reason to chenge their language nor to switch their church
membership .

Here is a source that tells us of & uermannspeaking‘memberis view about
english services : |

1 just received news that some people want to have services in asnglish
and teach their children in nmnglish. where did they get such foolish

jdeas in their heads? L love theuerman and refuse anything else. this
is nonsense and 1 will have no part of it! wnor will my childrenf 4

1Trinity was considered the tutheran whurch in waukesha; uerman language and alll
ohouLi there be much emphasis on uerman immigration s being responsible for

much of wrinityﬁs size? ‘The uerman people had a lot to do with increasing the

size of the congregation. rerhups, this factor should be viewed s the most important

of wll. oince uerm=n immigrents lived in waukesha, it was natural for them to

join @ German Lytheran church.
»oon wfter xrinity’s founding, immigration from rurope to the year 19zu, vas
at an all time high. manyof these foreigners moved to wisconsin. uwook at the

population stutistics of wisconsin:

1ear “ropulation increase over 1936
1836 11683 e

1840 JUYGHS 164 %

1846 155277 1229 %

1850 3539V 2514 %

notice how the populetion of the stwte increased in size! the population growth

in wisconsin during these years WaS amazing! that was not «ll, during the
wisconsin immigration movement from 1850 - 192u, yerm.ny lead all countries,

vhis greph lLooks like this:
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 'Qid you'ndte the domingnce of the werman population throughout the entire periody
» fln‘ofdéﬁ’to‘fﬁrthé%tShﬁg?the*streﬁgth of the GeXhan factar.that moved to |
“Qiébnésia ,vléox ot the following tmblecj in 1850 foreign‘borh comprised 36 %
" of the population, of thesé 38,64 or LL % were GeTmans. gy 1885 fhere were
265,756 German born residents in nisconsini this figure reflects iﬁlﬁ% of

the entire populution of the state and nearly 5t % of all foreigners in the

‘ state.
Lensus Qefman Born % of stute v% of foreign born in state
i85u ‘ 38, ubs 1.3 I
186U 123,879 15,9 : by, 7
187u a 162, 31u C 5.4 : 45,U
g; 1880 L84, 428 14U H5,U
1895 265,756 17,V 53.8
=l 2

mven by 192u, the uerman element remained strong. about one third of
the foreign born { 15L,2uu) were born in uermany. <he following chart depicts
the strength of foreign immigpution from ld§u to 19Zu,q une will notice the decline
of forelgn bhorn as the years go by, yet despite the @ecrease, uermens remeined

strong in influence and number.

ear native born foreien born
185u 63.8 ' 36.2
186U 65,3 35,7
L87v 65.4 4.6
1880 6Y.2 3.8

“
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year . native born ' __ foreign born

8y 9.3 3u.7
Lyou o 75,0 ary L

19lu , 82.5 17.5

1he;uérmanic influence cun be expressed in nother way. there were 71<,y+l
persons of fcreigh white stock in wisconsin in ;92u ;céredited wS Uermans.
rersons of foreign white stock means white‘persons who were. born abroad or
’whose Darent (8, were born abroad. por persons whose countrylbf origén in this
sense 1is uefmnny, these are the facts: |

1)  wermany is the country of origin of 712,94L whish is
half of the totul foreign white stock in Lycu (L, 562,244,

2) Native americens now in wisconsin numbered 531,619 and had
. either or both parents born in Germeny.

uertainly the uermanic influence was strong not only in 185v or lycu, but
for many years after that. ‘Lhe question is this: where did these terman immigrants
settle once they got t0 mmerica? in LBBU wisconsin had thé biggest percentage of
uerman born residents in the unifed btates. ‘the first Germans that came to
wisconsin, did 80 in the year 183y. ‘hey settled in the port town of milwaukee.
trom there, muny moved on to other areas of the state. already by the founding

'5\»‘1(‘3
of trinity congregetion in 1886, many G€rmuns moved to waukesha LOunty. it is

e

reported for example thet by L1885, 34,123 uermans moved to wwukesha uounty&

1his WasS «n incredible number, n%zgihe in fact, uerm.ns were replacing noOrweigisns
in the village of waukesha. Muny of the uerm.ns 1;¥Sh§he countryside of waukeshe
ond remained. Mony others heard of the farm land and came too. mMEanvhile,

Morweigiens were moving further north to the ned niver vulley. By 192u Germens

were residents of counties in this order:

1) mMmiiwavkee -5, Jefferson
4} Marathon 6, wrond du Lac
3, sheboygan 7) nwcine

%) uotdge Y, waukesha

o~



’ yermans poured into noukesha. immigretion was ot its height. waukesha
oﬂhmdgmdj&minnﬂhudh%,mmmwmghwdfamm&‘Tﬂnﬂygmwrmmu%

l By 187 membership increased to 44 familes. i1t grew so well that an option vas
secured on « Dlece of'property neer Lutler rork on wisconsin avenue. rlens wvere

made to build o church buildingo There wes some misgivings; many betieved that

as a result, the uytler site was forgotten

they might have a debt too big t0 haendlie.

was constructed.

increased to Luy families.

Looked like this:

church increased more throughout the 192U s and 1930 s,

,_ahd severel lots were purchased ot the cormer of uak street and white Hock ave.
" mvents proved to be good for the congregation and in 1888 o new church building
the following year a day school was opened. By 1yuve membership

4he membership of irinity mvéngelical (U€rman) lutheran
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at the same time see how the population increased:
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it is obvious that the German immigration movement had much to do with the

populution of woukeshe from LB5U to 1Y3uU. we see:
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uf the 3,123 ;uérmans which moved into wuukesha uounty, jugO moved into
w@ukesha that.first yeay alone. the Germenic influence was so ggéat at 1Tinity
aﬁd’in the city of waukesha that uerman was used in the city by many. 1t was
comaon to see street-signs in ihe Lernan language too. 1rinity congregation

used verman in all its services and in its school . for many years. .In 19U7

g, 2 : ", . . & Iyl g
trinity LUtheran school was known as ‘lthe (ermen school.'' fthe church was known

: 3 . . $ '
throughout the city as 'The (rmun Ghurch. How true this wms§ ''he children

‘and parents Sangiuermaﬁ in the church services, spdke German in the p;rkihg lots
- and on the i)la.ygrounds° uwermnans usedf‘theirgalanguage, and it was theirs to use.
Tthe Germansimmigrants that came to sahkeshy had muchito'do.with the formdation
. of i Irinity-uhurchi not bnlywdid»the&mspeakkuermun,Lmany;ofxthemnwere ytherans
toof Because there was & need for o geérmen vUtheran church in nwukesha, Lrinity
was Organized. JI%:might be interesting:te note that the vast majority of uermans
who came to waukesha from L850=1930 were either nOman ustholic ar wutheran,

‘the four qhurches begun before Triﬁﬁy; the uongregational, the Baptist, methodist,
and the rresbyterimn churches grew in membership, but not as fast., when the' .-
Germans came to waukesha, most of them wanted to join o iutheran or tatholic
“Ghurch. 1Irinity wes the Lutheran church. ot. Josgpﬁs noman ugtholic uhurch

was builtito serve’those who were noman uatholic. mven today, waukesha is considered
4 Uatholic/ wutheran city. in a study recently conducted; to find out what

denominations people of waukesha belonged to, these were the findings:

venomination % of population members in waukesha
L. noman cetholic 4.l %
<. wLutheran 4.1 %
5. methodist 7-5%

NI .
the infiux of immigrants from termeny heiped increase '\Tinity s size. Yet,
R . . . .
to Trinity s credit, the church was versatile enough to incorporate wmnglish

too when it became necessary. By doing such, it kept its old members and atirected



those who spoke mnglish;
| ooon after Trinitygs,founding. wpglish serdices were c0ndu¢£ed, but in
19Uc they were discontinued. almost everyone used the @érman language; in school,
on the playground, ot home. restor brockman reinstated the use of wmnglish in
1yiu, buf the response-still was not great. put then came the pirst world war,
the depression, and world war ©wo. fThese events had much to do with the .
changeover from the uermmnvl@nguage to thé pnglish langudgé.in the qhuréh and
schooi° The use of mnglish grew until, in ly47, the last regular service in
Gorman was held.

trace mhglish vutheren cvhurch was founded in lUYU as an all-znglish church.
#rom wﬁat L xnow this was & first in the bynod, urace did gain members and support
from many,but because uerman was still used regulari& by many peopie,and children
were still being instructed in the uérman language at home and ot school, most
of Tridity*s members remiined. fihe formation of»urace didn t have any great effect
of Trinity“s situation. Trinity by keeping the weTrman, kept many of their ugrman
membersvgnd when the time for change waS necessary, people made the language change
without having to change church membership. Thus Trinity was benefited.

another great factor in frinity s growth has been the importance of its
hristian vey ochool. we all know vhat an evangelism tool a uhristian wey school
is t£0 o church. <1he same would hold true for 1TinityE school toos it attracted
members. oS early us L88Y the day school was stafted, rrequent church meetings
were held for the purpose of accepting new members. frinity was growing. rrom
18Y< 10 1902 o house and two lots were bought, an additional teacher was called,
and on Orgen lofi was added to the church. the present Parsonage vas boﬁght and
o new school was built. membership increased to luu familessin a short time,
By LYu7 there were two instructors and the pastor who taught in the school with

) . .
an enroilment of B8 pupils. 1wo years later the pastor s wife taught «iso.



In 1912 o second story was added to the schoothouse to relieve overcrowvding

conditions. dn LY58 o new church was bullt and the old churcthaS then used for

School classrooms. By 196L the basement of the new church was used for two
grades dugrto a large enrollment in the school. 1965 was the year the new

school .was built. aven today, in 198u irinity putheran ochool is growing.

it has an enroliment of Laﬁ 5ecause of the brge number of pupils, the school
wag expmnded 1n 1979 wlth an addition of two portable ciassrmoms.
Lr}plty uqtheran >chool haS played un 1mportant‘role in the gréwth of
'f"thg church fof over‘threeaquarters of & century. .n f;ct, Trinity grade school
waé the second parochial school founded in the history of the city. ‘the uatholics

built the first private school, Trinity wa S the first wutheran school in waukesha.

these two schools were the onty Prlvagé\SChOOlS in the city from 1886 to 19u4,

1t vasn t until mt. Galvary built o school in 1942 on the far west side of town
that waukeshe had another uhristien day school. rrinity iutheran school vas
blessed wiﬁh s'large .énrolilments and Many years of existence which helped 1rinity
wutheran church.

Irinity uutheran hurch benefited much from its Location too., wnot only

was the church well-known and well established, it was very easy;to get to.
in tﬁe early days of the city, the church and school were near the center of town.
Looking «t the map, one can see '1Tinity was founded on the near east side

of the city. pany peopte Lived on this side of town. in fact, Trinity vas
in the midst of flourishing residential neighborhoods. aS « result, the church
vwas seen often and by many of the people 6Ff wolukeshe.

1t is important to note that o5 the city grew in size, the populace moved

more ond more to the east:% 1his helped Irinity because the church was Located

on the east side.



Trinitj beﬁéf&fé&fﬁ&ya;ﬁidé{ahabwéii~paved street. whitérch_nvenue Vs
used by many to d&ﬁé infoxﬁown,’ the avenue was known aS one of‘ihe main
avenues of the éity."‘i"wot only did people use it to go into town from the east,
they used it’to4;ea§é townitoo,tj

Nuﬁthermore;'Sﬁ;weekends Many people usedithis street to visitiprame. ruvk
or the bottling uompanyfmﬁ{@hétheirzway, they puséed the churéh, wne could
hardly miss thé%{cﬁurch’on this beautiful side of town .

another factor which served to trinity's advantage was th; fact that the

“church was located near downtown. ' at this time the closer a church was to
the éiﬁy, the better it was for the church. why? Because it was nearer to
the peoplé:.j‘ g |

“oynlike mun&'chﬁrcﬁes in gaukesha, (Tinity had the advantage of being ﬁear

.dovntown, being near where people lived, and was Located on the route peopLle

traveled,

the factors which have made irinity so blessed in size have been nany.

1rinity was one of the first churchesiin waukesha. 1t became known as the vuthemn

church in town. many German immigrants joined this congregation. ‘the church
vas alded by the uerman language, yet vas versatile to change to the nnglish and
uwttracted other people too. 1rinity had one of the eariiest schools in the city.
the church had un easy access and was near downtown,

Many times in trying to find the reasons for growth we point to the efforts

and Prayers and support of People. we thunk wod for pis grace vwhich made all

t
things possible. uertainly these“behind the scene causes are importent and responsible

for wny success which we might experience. at the Seme time it is interesting
to see the visible resuits of uod's grace ond onswered pPrayers. 1 hope that this
Paper muikes us wll rewlize Jjust how much wod shapes history to suit His Durposes

and for the glory of jis Kingdumf as Urinity wpproaches its Luu years, it can

only ivok buck wnd say,“ uwod has richly biessed irinity, especlaliy in the years

' [
1886 to 1930,
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 pndnotes

h‘irinitﬁfuhuféh'recbﬂdé 'f;

75th nnnlversmry beokiet.

2. Quote from mr. W bchmoiLer coucerning hlS father.,m
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