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The Winds of General Bducation
in the WELS

Winds change. A good gailory will carefully monitor the
winds so that his sailboeoat does not end up on the rocks.

Sometimes the winds blow favorably to propel the sallor toward

his goal. Other ftimes The winds gust against the sallor and his

boalt to hinder thelr progress. 1f the sallor fails to monitor
the winds, his boat could end up on the rocks.

It 1s the same for those who tend the salls of secondary
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education In the Wisconsin Bvangelical Lutheran 8vnod (hereafifer
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fterred to az the WEBLS). These winds also change, They
sometimes force schools to change directlion. 0One school ended
on the rocks.

General education on the secondary level has changed
directlion in the WELS. There are people who would guestion tha
this type of education has ever existed or should ever exist in
the WRELS. Yet as we loock back at the history of secondary
aducation in the WBLS, we see that it started and grew with
general education. At the present time, the WELS is not
synodically involved with general education to a great extent.
Perhaps a look at the history of WELS general education cn the
zecondary level will help us to see whalt path we should take in
the future

The WELS began secondary education in 1866 with the foundil
of Morthwestern College (hereafltey referred to as NWC). This

school had a preparvatory department that handled the secondary

sducation az well as s department for further studles.

From the very beaglnning, general edugatlion plaved a la
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role in the growbth of HWC. Sixty-t
enrvolled in 1866 were in the gene
appears that the heads of the school

trend. Advertisements for the school

"who wanted a general education

intended to prepare for a professional

Churcha”i

cimilar fo
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anothery great college

dominant part in the field of education
Financial distress helped to curb
lack of support frzom congregatlions

wanted NWC to produce falthful pastors
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NWC changed its course to emphasize

In response the congregations gave theirx

took Just five vears Lo cast off

glory and settle down to the humble task of serving

Still NWC continued to offer geneval

The general education cours

offered as a "business course.,”

ral education

on

The leaders of NWC no doubt

thea

all
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course except "business branches?
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German, It extended through the four
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and typling was offered for the first

reshman vear of college. In

appealed

rnlleges

pretense

sizxty-eight students
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course. i
continue this

solely to students

the high school level or who
putside of the
intended to establish

that play a

such high ideals. The

understandable. They

workey-tLraining education.

financial support. it

of glamour and

“he Ghurcha”z

ot

education on the secondary

Northwestern Collede was
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place of Latin and

high school and

instruction in shoxrthand

in the business course.

In 1883, the seeds were planted fox Doctor Martin Luthey

ollege (hereatfter referred Lo as

Minnesota Svnod, Pastor Albrecht,

school be started in Minnesota.

He

The Preslident of the
proposed that a preparatory

convinced that such a



achool would be "an excgellent opporftunity for the Christlian
aducation of children bevond the elementary grades even though

- ]
they did not intend to prepare for the ministry."’ CGeneral

aducation was a part of DMLC from its very beglnning.

™

DMLC began in 1884 with two high school department
preparatory and academic. The preparatory course was a three
vear course while the academlc course required four years fox
those "gualifving themselves for a thorough businesgs life or fox
hidgher studies.n?

as NWC, =0 also DMLC enijoved remarkable success wlth its
general education department. In the first year of DMLC, twenty-
nine of the thirty-eight students were enrolled in the acadenmic
course. "For fourteen vears, both in attendance and in the scope
of the work, the [acadenicl department was the mainstay of the
school."” It is very oleary thalt both NWC and DMLT relled heavily
on the general education deparbtments In the sarly vears of their
history and the benefits of having a general educatlion department
greatly outwelghed any apparent negaltive side-effects.

The vear 18%2 brought changes in the educational program of

Minnesota and Michigan
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the WELS. The Wisconsin Synod Joined
Synods to form the Joint 8ynod that developed into the WELE as we
know it todavy. Up to this point, a8ll three synods had cperated
thelr own worker-tralning schools for pastors and teachers. In
an eifort to handle Joint worker-tralining more eifficiently,

1

was decided that Michigan Lutheran Seminary {hereafiter known as

MLE) be clozed, that HWC concentrate op providing and

that DHMLC concentrate on providing teachers. Bven with thess
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changes, both DMLC and NWC continued Lo offer generxal education
on the secondary level.

The losing of MLS was a traumatic event for the Michigan
Svnod of the WBLS. In an effort to foster unity among the three
synods, MLS was reopened as a "ifeeder" school for NWC and DMLC.

The Joint Synoed conducted and financed the school while the

Michigan Svnod owned the land and handled the repairs and

improvements of the bulldings. In 1917, the three syvnods formed

three districts of the WBLE and the WELS took over everyvithing
except the property of MLE. In 1941, the WELS took over MLS
completely. Throughout these vears and continuing even into the

1970%s, MLS continued to off

U]

r general education. At some Time
between 1974 and 1989, general education was discontinued at MLS.
This transition cannot be dated because of limited resocurces of
information. MLS will not be mentioned in the rest of this paper
for two reasons: the resources of information are ilimited and
MLS has not been under the so0le control of the WELS throughoul

.

t is sutficlient to say the general educatlion was a
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its historv.

part of Michigan Lultheran Seminavry.
In the eavrly 1920's the need for another school of secondary

5

aducation was apparent Lo the leaders of the WELE. The Dakota-

Montana districlt felt this need more acutely because of the lack

Y,

of Christian davy schools in the district. in 1927 Professor
August Pleper helped to foster the desire for a secondary school
in an essay to the district., He said, "We must found Lutheran
high schools for all Lutheran boyvs and glrls; otherwise they will

nb

be lost to our Church and to Christ, Note that he encouraged a

school foxr "all Luthexran bovs and girls.? Professor Pleper

4



anvisioned a school that would offer general education, nolt an
excliusive worker-trailning school.
Two vears later the president of DMLC, Professor

an essayv Lo the Dakota-Montana District.

b

[ah
U

Bliefernicht deliverxe
Iin this essay, Professgoy Bllefernlicht called for the founding of

a synodical high school because of the "utter inadeguacy of state

schools for Christian ﬁeedﬁﬁ”i Professor Bliefernicht also

B

realized that general education helped Lo advance worker~tralning

In the same essay he gald, "How often have we
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experienced it in New Ulm that such voung people who came Lo us

only to recelve a general high school training later decided to

??8

be tralned as a pastor or teacher. Professor Bliefernicht saw

the need to sducate WELS people with Christian gecondary
education for the benefit of the WBELS congregations. He also saw
that the best way to recrull pastors and teachers was Lo gelt the

young people on the campus of our worker-tralning schools even

though they were not enrolled for worker-training education. It
iz obvious that Professor Bliefernicht believed that studenits are

drawn from the general education course of studies into the

]

worker-training course of studies instead of vice versa.

[ N

appears that this opinion is not held today.

A major milestone in the educational program of the WELS
came in 1927. The proposals offered by the Moussa report to the
1927 WELS convention reflegt Lhe heavy emphasis which WELS peocople

l

have placed upon the education of its voung people. The

toundation lald by this veport

raaponsible for The

that tThe WELE has attained in regard to the education of i1ts



youth. The proposals would appear revolutlionary even today. How
much more revolutionary they must have appeared in 19271

The Moussa report involved all levels of education in the
WELS. It proposed that every parish have a Christian day school.
It recommended that NWC and DMLC drop their prep departments and
that the WELS "authorize and subsidize prep schools in many

PR , a ) . o o e e s . ;
different areas."? It encouraged NWC and DMLC to offer college

that would educabs

for the ministry. The Moussza report envisloned a WELS
educational system that would serve eveyy WELE young person
without regard to age or intended course of study.

The Moussa reporl intended to establish a bridge beltween the

Chriss

i
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ian dayv scheools which were belng established throughoult the
JELS and the WELS colleges which were located in Minnesola and
Wisconsin. It recognized thalt even the Christian day schools
needed WEBLS hiagh schools. It stated, "1f we are able to stock

our congregations with members who have attended our own

academies, we could be sure of more understanding and zeal in

behalf of all our SChDOlSa“lO The Moussa rveport proposed That if
we did not offer our WELS people a general education on the high
school level, all our WEBLS schools would be adversely affected.
The Moussa report was followed almost immediately by the
founding of Marthwestern Lutheran Academy {(heveatler known as
NLA). NLA began in 1928, one year after the Moussa report was
given. The desire for an academy in the Dakota-Montana District
had been cultivated well and the lack of Christian day schools in
the district prompted the 8vnod to implement the Moussa report

flrst in the Dakota-Montana District. NLA was Yocommitted from
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education.” NLA began as

offering general

purpose of

aducation.

The depresslion of the

implementation of the Moussa
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s

nes

well

education studen a
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apply
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that "actual rience has
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recelved thely hiagh school training
congregational life, manitfesting a

lrs ot the Synod and in thosge ot

proposal shows the high priority

Christlan high school education. I

uld be deprived of this educatlional

ncial resources.

the Moussa rveport proved The

be true. All WBLE high schools

their students. These graduates

with & burning zeal Lo start

rapid growth of Christian day schools

of

teachers. The increase

hi ing of &

Milwaukes, This rapld growih on all



levels education in

study of the WELS educsa

educational efforts of

ready to burst.

The Keller reporl

evaluation of the WELS

Bureau of Field Studies

Minnesota were sngaged

Minnesota as ithe

would offer advice to ¢

provide direction for %

\
(e
J

program put a severe

"It is the Judgment of

rannot atford to carry

without some easing

some 0f the leaders

education away from

worker~Lraining. These

Kellex report: "The

in education

training of public work

This statement was

"

Bducation,

Institutions of the

It is a radical

established by the Mous

genevral education, it

Survevy DI

general

Bynod

as such but

the Planning
Svnod

departure

le

the WELS prompted a call for a complete
tional program. God had blessed the

the WELS to the point that the system was

33

was an answey to the call for an

educational program. The services of the

and Survevs Universit

with Dr. Eeller of the Universi of

rector, It wag hoped that thisg survey

elisve the onal ¢risils as well as

he future.

recognized that the WELS educational

raln on the Synod's budget. It stated,

the edugational consultant that the Synod

its present commitments for education
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the load It did not recognize that
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WELS had begun to the winds of

education to an exclusive emphasis

leaders added this amendmnent to the

does not consgidexr itselfl to be engaged

specifically in the education and

1 A 4

ers in the church.

added by the Advisory Committee on
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Committ

ee for the Educational

and the Board of Trustees of the Synod.

from the foundation that was

sa reporl. Although it did not exclude

oy od

ait mercy of worker-tralning
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education. This was a precarious pozliion because of the

crowding of the WELS high schools. 1t implied that general
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gducation could be limited or eliminated 1f it intertered with
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the end of genera high schools supported by the
Svnod. The winds had begun to change.
The Kelley report made some interesting recommendations in

its report. Remember that these recommendations are based on a

survey of many synodlcal groups in which no sentiments agalnst

general aducation werese found.  sueh zentimns

but they were not made known to the survey., The Kellery veport

recommended that new svnod prep schools be started lommedliately in

03]

as of greatest student potential. Since there is no

o
e

recommendation against it, 1t appears that these prep schools
would offer general education as all the other prep schools were
offering at that time. As a temporary measure, the report
recommended That preparatory departments be established with
financial aild from the Synod in the larger area high schools of
the WELS. The report advised against starting prep schools in
the Nebraska and aAriwzona-California Districts because of low
enrollment potential and high COStSeiﬁ The Keller report offered
wise advice to relieve the orisis in the educational syvstem of
the WELS without deviating too far from the foundaltion of the
Moussa report. Unfortunately this advice was not followed.

The first indication of how much the winds had changed

gansral educatlion In WEBLE prep zmchools

report of the Committes on Teacher-Tralining Facllitlies to the

9



1865 WELE Convention, it stated: ¥"The preparatory departmentis
have one purpose: to supply inltial training for fubture pastors
and t%&ﬁh@fﬁ;”ig The rveport claims that the isolation of worker-
training students from other students helps to keep them from
leaving the worker-trainlng course. These students are "exposed
to less of the pressures and influences which tend to dissuade
them from entering the teaching and preaching ministries.

claim and 1t

H

ignores the fact that all WELS prep schools still offered general

e

education at this time. Instead of trving to bring the prep

schools an

O

area high schools closer together as the Kellex

H

report recommended, thi

U

report advocated that the prep schools
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offer worker-tralining education and the area high schools offerx
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general education. As r as the Synod prep schools were

ey e

; selt the winds directly against general

]

concerned, this rer

o
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aducation.

The f£irst prep school to react to the new wind directior

pod
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Martin Luther Academy {(hereaflter referved Lo as MLA). MLA was
formed by the separation of the preparatorv and college
departments of DMLC. The 1965-66 catalog indicated that
preference was given to students enrolled in the worker-tralning
courses. Yet the deneral education course was still beling

offered at the school. The 1966-67 catalog indicated what was

meant by "preterence.® According to this catalog, general

education was offered "only to students who do not reguire
e st w18
dormitory facilities.

Iin all falrness to MLA, 1t should be noted that other

tactors were involved with this change of direction. AU that

10



Llme, the campus was exlre

crowded, In view of the presence
4

of DMLC on the campus which was excluslively teacher~training, 1t

would naturally follow that worker-training would recelve special

emphasia. Yet the 196% Teacher-Tralinlng Facilltlss report did

influence this decision. The influence of this report obviously
prompted MLA to curtaill only general education. Without that

report, it is difficult to explain why the pastor-tralning course
was not restricted 1like the general sducation course. Hven with

the unfavoeorable attitude of the 1965 report agalnst general

MLA was the only

with this new wind direction.
The 1969 WELS convention recelved a repoert on The

teasliblility of the WBLE prer

TR

schools., Times had changed from the
educational boom of the 50's and early 607g. The prep schools
were facing financlilal difficulties. The number of area Lutheran
high schools was growing. The call of missions was also growing
stronger. The rvepoyxt emphatically encouraged the continuation of
the prep school program. It warned that the Synod would suffex
dire conseqguences 1f it velinguished direclh control of the
training of its future pastors and teachers. Conspleouous by 1ts
absence was any nmentlion of or support for geneyal educatlion In
the WELS prep schools even though all WELS prep schools offered
general education and only MLA restricted the students who took
the general education course,

The Commission on Higher Bducation (hereafter known as the

CHE) which had recently been glven declsion making status by the

1869 ¥WBLE conventlon placed a an worker-tralning



in its repoxrt to the 1971 WELS convention. The CHE also made
some interesting recommendations to NLA in its reportht. [t
recommended that NLA favoy students in the worker-tralning course
for the use of its facilities. It rvecommended Lthalt the expansion
of NLA not be undertaken "as long as this expansion is

- . . , . L . L 19
necessitated by the presence of general education students.”
It al recommended that the purposes and objectives of NLA be
reztudied .

The restudy of the role of NLA in the educational program of
the WELS was done by Professor Danlel Malchow, the president of
NLA, If any school was going agalnst fThe wind, 1t was NLA. it
is obvious that the leaders of the educational program of the
WELS were opnosed to the offering of general education by the
synodically~-supported prep schools Yet NLA continued to offex
general education to all students and the majority of the student
body was enrolled in the general education course.

This report on the role of NLA reflects gome of the
confusion brouaght about by Lhe wind change initiated by the
1{ ders of the WELS educational program. If states that all the
academies of the WELS "with the lone a2xception of NLA, are
exclusively worke;wtzainiﬂqo”zg Yet the catalogs of these
academies show thalt thev all offered general education and only

MLA restricted generval educgation to these studenits who did not
require dorwmitory space. Confusion aboult the purpose of the WBLS
prep schools was so greal thalt Professor Malchow, a member of the
CHE, did not reallze that the other WELS prep schools were
continuing to offer general education as stated in theilr

catalods,

Pondt



This report on the role of NLA makes some obssrvatlions about

what might have caused a of emphaslis on general educatlion in

It notes that the set of synodical
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principles adopted by thse 1969 WELS conventlon "obtfers

no

E,z

reference to support for Christian education on the secondary

level other than that which helps to prepare voung people for the
full-time work in The Ghuxch””21 The entire educatlional svstem
af the WELE falls under the diviglon of "worker-tralning.” 7That

in itself would tend to rule out any WBLs lnvolvement in general

‘...:_

aducation. While these could have ocourred unintentlonally, thesy
a2Li1l fostered opposition to general education in WELS prep
schools.

The report on the role of NLA also contalns information from
a survey of WELS pastors and graduates of HNLA. Only sl of 3556
people surveved thouohl that NLA should continue as a WEBLS high
school devoted exclusively to worker-fLraining. In answer to the
guestion, "Should the WEBLS maintaln a school for general
education?® 271 sald "yves™ and 68 said "no." The pastors were
asked, "Is ninth grade too vouna to decide a fut
the 99 pastors, 49 sald "vyves®™ and 50 sald "no." The parents of
ftormer NLA students were asked one guestion, "Wwhy did vou send
your kids to NLA." The number one answer was to continue
religious instruction during the formative vears. ‘The number two
answer was the hope that their c¢hild would decide to enter the
272

Full-time work of the church. This

-y ke

ZUpRort for gensral edugation In ¥ELE

HRSCIR S SN IS

rellgious training. It alzso shows that 1t may be unreasonable to



make a ninth grader decide to enroll in workey Lralining. There

was the hope that the students might be persuaded to switch

i
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the worker-training course of studles while they attend the prep
school in the general course.
NLA was facing opposite winds at this time. The school had

a tradition of general edurgation and there was support from the

lay people and pastors o continue thig tradition. Yet there was

a contrary wind blowing from the Which

choose and could it change direction in time?
The ditfficulties That faced NLA were noted by the other WBLS

3

prep schools. MLA had already restricted i1ts general education
course to students who did not regulre housing. Northwestern
Preparatory School (hereafter known as NPS} which was formed when
the NWC prep department was separated from the college department
began to change course in 1976, The 13976-77 catalog foxr NPS

states, "As long as space permiits, The standard course 1is
avallable to general students who do not register for pastor or
teacher trainiﬂqa”zg This change follows The lead taken by MLA
in 1966, DNote that general education was nolt eliminated but only
restricted by the amount of dormitorvy space.

As NLA, MLA and NPS all faced the problem of c¢rowded
conditions because of growing enrollments, they also fellt the
presgure to validate thelr existence. Professor Strobel of NWC
delivered an essay to the Dakolta-Montana District convention on

the role of prep schools in the WELS educaltional system. He

warned that we face the loss of our contessionallism 1£ we lose

\—

4 e , . 8 o de o 3
our prep ufﬂOOjSa“ The 1978 Repoxrt to the Ten Districts

concurred with this sentiment by proposing that MLA and MNPS be



moved to allow Tthem to grow and Thrive. It pralssed the schools

321

as "pacssetters in maintaining curricula that prepare student

well for admisslong elther te the pastor-training or to the
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teacher tralning colleges. Both of these reports failed Lo
mention the benefits for those students who were enrolled in the

general education courses of the WEBLS prep schools.

L./
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By 1979, NLA could no longer flght against the winds that
blew contrary to general education. NLA tried o change 1is

course to place greater luportance upon worker-training educaltion

but 1t could not change gulickly enough and the achool o

upon the rocks. The major blow agalnst NLA that led to it

closing was "the mchoolis inabllity to recrullt aceepts
for pastor and teachey training programs.?” T The school had not
deviated from the foundation lald by the Moussa reporit but the
WBLE had. It is xyather ironic that the first fyuit of the Moussa
report ig tThe first casualty of the winds against general
aducation.

The closing of NLA obviously alffected the course of Martin
Luther Preparatory 8chool (hereafter known as MLPS) which was

formed by moving MLA and the girls of NPS to the Campion campus

”‘M

in Prairie du Chien, WI. The fiy:

i

:t catalog of MLPS stated,

"Preference is glven applicants who are preparing Tthemselves for

= 5 ¥ ‘“7 7 oy s
thery the teaching or preaching ministzva”éj This was probably
a concession for the general education students who had attended

MLA or NP3 because the followling ¢atalog indicates thal the

chool i

for students

paring for the

preaching wminiastry., HLPE was the first ¥WELE pren aschool Lo



conform completely to the winds blowing against genexal
education.

The latest evaluation of the WELS educational system was
done by the Preparatory School Study Commission which reported to
the Board for Workey Training in 1989%. The commission surveved
44 WELS lavmen, 52 pastors and 24 men teachers. Prom this

survey, it drew up a list of ten objectives that form the

philosophy of the ¥WELE prep schools. Bight of ths

exglusively with worker-training. Number five talks about
service to the Lord which is not exclusively worker-training and
number ten is "to offer a Christ-centered education to high-
school-~age students who do not have avallable an area Lutheran

LB , . . . . . ,
et The commission maintainsg that these concerns

high school,
correspond to the historical philosophy of tThe WELS prep school.

I do not see how this list which almost completely lgnores

{

general education can conform to The philosophy of the Moussa
report and others who placed so much importance on general
education. The commission failed to detect the obvious wind
change from the 1920's to the 1980%s.

The commission seems Lo set area Lutheran high schools at
odds with the prep schools. 1t blames the increase in the numberx
of area Lutheran high schools for drawing students away from the

prep schools. It says, "If they [the area Lutheran high schools]

)

he preparatory school enreollments might

-

had not been opened,
7o Loy o S . s g ey 3 ] G U g s w oy o " . P JE T ol ade 3 4 g ;QZ‘J A 5 g
well be stronger and the syvstem more cost effective., I i3
rather obvious that 1f a student i1s to decide between & prep

school which is exclusively worker-~training and an area Lutheran

high school which is both general and worker-training, the
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student will most 1likely choose the area Lutheran hilgh school.
The commission had to rvecognize two positive :

area Lutheran high schools. "Area Luthevran high school

have a lower atirit than do the praparatory

public high school qx&@uateggﬂju in spite of the assumed

superlority of the prep schools for preparing future pastoras and

HE;

teachers, The graduates of the prep schools were more likely to

drop out of the worker-tralning program. It would appsar that it

is not good to isolate worker-training students from general

education students. The commisslion also had to recognlizse Lhat
H

the growing numbey of area Lutheran high schools indlcates that

WELE people are very willing to support genseral education in a

T
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Christian setiting on the secondax evel. 1t appears that the
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area Lutheran high schools have assumed the foundation of WELS
education lald by the Moussa report that the prep schools have
abandoned. Tnis 1s possible because the area Lutheran high

>

schools do not have Lo strive against the wind that blows against

While a sallor must pay attention to wind direction, he must

S Y o

nevery lose sight of his goal. What is the goal of the
educational system of the WELS? It appears that the sole goal is
to prepare pastors and teachers for WELS congregations and
schools. Is this a wise goal?

With the apparent shortage of pastors and teachers in Lthe

near future, this singular goal seems gulte appropriate., Yet the

shortage of full-Tlme work in the church is in

a greatey rellance upon lay people. 1Is it not the responsibility

17



of the WELSZ to train the Ifuture lay people in sound Lutheran

s

doctrine with religlious tralning on the secondary level? An
added beneflit to providing general education is that more
students may be encouraged to enter the full-time work of the
church. When the teacher track was eliminated from NPS, not only
did total enroliment go down but also the number of graduates who

31

continued on to NWC declined. Has tThe restrictions on

enrollment Lo our WEBLE prep schools resultsd in fewsy students
prer

enrolled in DMLC and NWC?  The educational svstem of the WELS is
not presently directed toward the future needs of the WELS.

s

It appears that we would do well to return to the foundation
of educational principles laid by the Moussa report. The
abandonment of this foundatlon has been followed by a drastic
drop in enrollment at NWC and DHMLC. wWhile that abandonment

i

cannot be held fully responsible for the drop, it did contribute
The area Lutheran high schools have paved The way for the
founding of preparatory schools throughout the WELS asz called for
hy The Moussa report. Grealter cooperation between the WELS and
the area Lutheran high schools should be cultivated to the point
that the svynod would subsidize a preparatory department in the
area Lutheran high school as the Keller report recommended. The
WELE prep schools should be fully opened to general education as

long as there 1z sufficlent dormitory space. The area Lutheran

i

high schools and prep schools should become less distinctive Lo

the point that all would be supported by the joint financial

TS

efftort of The synod and the area condgregations and all would

o

offer general education as well as worker-training education.

18
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People will support the syvnod more read]

k i
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they zee the avnod

e

in action in theilr community. Cooperatlion, not compeltlition, is
the key Lo sucgess.

ol bhe control of the ssllor
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The winds of education in the WELS can be influenced by education
and encouragement. We can cultivate support for general
education in the WBLS. Ouy fathers regarded general education as
an important part of the WBELZ educational program. Shouldn't we

return to Tthe gourse they set?
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