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Those people who have spent any time around Pastor Tk

S

AN CHURCH IN TEMPE, ARIZONA
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Pautz from Fmmanuel Lutheran Church in Tempe, Arizona know

he describes the city of Tempe. His fa

f
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"a river of people as opposed to a lake," There is

truth to his characterization. Tempe is 3 very mobi

vorite dec-

v which numbers sbout 135,000 people is

le com-

munity with people moving in and out all of the time.
ayound Tempe

+they will tell vou that if vou had seen the +h

know that 1t was the same ¢ity. Tempe, Arizona is
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community, has

tant confessional Luthersn

s vemarkable consistancy of leadership and an unshal

mitment to the word of God.
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Wisconsin Synod "took" Arizona. So when a group of Missouri

Synod Lutherans in Tempe wanted to have own church, it
was natural that they turn to the Wisconsin Synod to supply
them with a pastor and a church.(Pautz interview). The Synod

responded by assigning the task of serving these people to
EN 3 j &

Castor Wasber Diehl.

Pastor Diehl had gradus

iensville, Wisconsin in 1934. From

i
in ®lkhorn, Wisconsin. In 1950, he was called to

organize Redeemey Lutheran Churxch in south Phoenix, While in
Jisconsin Synod preaching station in Tempe. Eventually, Tempe

bercame the church w

in the congregation remember him very fondly. One thing in

[
)
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wWas an

who knew him say is that

extremely busy man. Pastor Diehl was a man who firmly believed

in wvisiting his mewbérs often. Member Terry Duerst remembers

s concern for the spiyvitusl well-beir

in that he would wvisit anv of his members who missed
s Sunday at church the Monday or Tuesday of that

week., You never got the feeling that he was trying to put vou

ro shame, but that he was genuinely concerned that something
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For the better part of a vear, the members worked hard to re-
Furbish this garage to servé as thely church. They added car-
neting and built some of the sactusyy fuyrniture themselves,
peting ¥

On May 3, 1953, they were ready to dedicete thelr little
chapel for the Lord's service, Pastor R. H. Zimmerman of Glern

" s g . ) i gam o
was the preacher for this service. The seat

nd the members simply sgueezed

Eimmanuel steadily grew during this time, The Books of

3 N = = % T o g L, ey Lo P
nenorts and Staisticse for the VWisconsin Svnod show thsat

the congregation increased in size by about 15 to 20 members

Reportse and Statistics, 1952-1963). Wot only was

rmmanuel continually gaining members, but it was gaining some: s

¥

the s8ite of the church.
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church in the city of
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Lutherans in Mesa to begin a church out there. On September
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Diehl wery busy. On Sunday he would seyveiat a 7:720

service at BEmmanuel, s 9:00 rvice at Pilgrim, and a 11:00

service at Fmmanuel acain. Besides that, he was of couise

constantly visiting his members from both congregations. By
November of 1959, both congregations had grown to the extent

that they were both able to become self-supporting congregations

3

and were taken off of mission status.(The Tempe Daily Wews

was evident that despite a 1956 addition o
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moYe space. To help this need for space, the oongre-

gation purchased two and one half scres of land at 715 West
Southern Avenu At the time, thervre were 3 few in the con-

gregation who wondered if this was the best place to build,

n ; . , \
Emmanuel was up to thisg time a oibty congregaiion

and the move to Southern Avenue would put the church sguarely

in the country. Southern was, at the time, & gravel road

about & mile south of any devel@pment in the city of

The city basicelly stopped at Broadway and there was nothing

s
&

of B el but

" &

around the rog of cotton, wheat,
alfald

st this was 58 wise

move even though it did not appesr wise to some at that time.

Today, Emmanuel sits in the middle o

onn one of the 1
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A building committee got together and by late 1962 the

congregation was ready to build. They contracted Robert Oskley,

Timber-Lam, Incorporated to design and build the structure.

4]

in early

They laid the cornerstone on an pnusuall

{

1963. The congregation met inside the unroofed structure anc
the choir sang in their rein coats (Jaeger interview). The
building, when completesl, was 103' X 40' and the peaked roof

& height of 29%fmet. They dedicated the structure on

1963, Pastor Edgsy Hoenecke, chairman of the Wisconsin

Sunod’s RBosrd for World Missions presched and Passtors 1. G.

“rrev and Cherles T. Found {who had succeeded Pastor

st Redeemer in Phoenix as pastor) served as liturgiste

1ing: U856 ,800 80nd lcould seat 325 people, even more

: b Iz gl P oele Fond I S
che reay partition were pulled back and the back fellowshiy

rea filled up with chairs.(The Tempe Daily Wews June 1, 19B3;.

T+ was shortly after this that faced its only real

crisis in its historyv. When the Wisconsin Synod split with

the Missouri Svnod, there were a nunber of members of Fmmanuel

who had originally Missouri Synod who simply
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this time who split off to hel

Chuyrch LOMS,., The statistics tell a little of this story since

the time period from 1963 to 1964 was one of the only yeer periods
s 4 = . s - - L . N y o g "N 2 4 Y
when Pmmanuel!a&chaptized membership went down {from 170 to 1785,

hip of Fmmanusl,

vuch of the church council left and a new member Darwin Baoon,



attending only his second voters-meeting, wWas Dresi-

dent of Fammanuel {Pautz
Throughout the rest of the 1960's, Emmanuel and its sister
congregation Pilgrim in Mesa continued to grow but at a slight-

1y slower pacerthan before. In 1967,

ding just to the south of

L OOMS .
By 1968, the two churches had grown to such an extent thst
it was getting hard for Pastor Diehl to care for the members

et a8 he wanted to. It became more and more apparent

fude

each congregation really needed its own pastor. Pastor

really did not want to have to choose between the two
congregations which he served,

serve Calvary Lutheran Chure

-hat call {(Pautz irv
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They became two separate
pastor. BEmmenuel called Pastor Dsniel Pautz from St. Philip
futheran Chureh in Milwaukee and he accepted the call,

Pastor Pautz was excited and relieved Lo recelive this

sy only the vear before
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and had been serving St., Philip for less than a yesr. ALt the

%

rime he received the call Lo Tempe, he had & move to the Southe-

. N o - 2 s 3 3 2B D ey o e o AZ T TS A
who has arthritus, would stay in the «old elimste of Wisconsin

For one more vear, she would become wheelchair-bound. Pastor
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m Lutheran Chureh in

mation of a Tri=Parish School with Pilgri

the meeting to call a principal Pilgrim in Mesa snnounced thert
they had decided to go out on their own and start thelr own
scheool, The Tri-Parish School suggestion was then no longer
to be carried out (1971 Annual Report},

» G - 1 : - pan 8 D e 3 b e ne o gnde 4 o 1 5 3
mmmanuel, then, had to wait for its Christian Day School,

5
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not heve to wait long, hovwever. The woters decided in
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shead and start a school of their own. They cakled
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Miss Kathleen Barfkneecht to be the first teacher. In its firet
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vear, the school had only the first four grades, had an atten=-
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most immedistely was the sickness of Miss Barfknecht. Only
2 2 1 R S e : e ] s \ s1q 9 B g 5 17
rwo weeks after the beginning of school, she became guite il1

and reguired surgerv. Fortunstely, there were a numbey of

women in the who we:
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Grades 5-8B were
The congre-

R s ) -3 2 .
added in Emmanuel

gation called Mr.

and he First few vears

until he tock & c¢all away in 1977,



The school also grew
congregation completed work on th

panded the Sunday School buildi

building so that it comtained at

rooms and a good-sized area to be

cost of the project was 665,080,
rapld growkh for the school (1973

”&5

there were

1977 there were 486. And by 1879

grew guickly also so that by 1975

10

area in 1873 when the

building.

aouth of

to the

that time two larger classe
used for fellowship. The
The doory was now open fov

% growth for Fmmanual. In 1

"*&"

~here wevre 405,

By

he were 517, The school
it became necessary Lo add

a third teachey to the staff. Miss was callad
to teach grades 1-2, Miss Barfknecht then taught grades 2=5,
and Mr. Wiechmann taught grades 6~8, As the enties wore

the church

and land became more apparant (19

As the need to purchasge Land
attempted to buy land to the east
owner of what was then farm land
of land=-more than Emmeanuel was 2
The churech then set its sights on

narrow strip of

the need for more

7% Annual Report).
bevame greater, the church
a¥oundothelivesr 1875, The
wanted §70;000 for his 2% scres
ble Lo afford at the time.

the west, but the owner of
11l of his wvast portion of

smmanuel looked to the
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Fmmanuyal

lso grew out in another direction in

)

ries., Noting that there were guite a few families who were

coming Lo BEmmanuel from a good distance to the south,
pmmanuel helped form another sister/dasughter congregati In
Decempber 1976, Emmanuel helped form Calwvary Lutheran Church in

Chandl

rg»

» The church in Chandler grew wvery guickly so that

by July 1977 able to call there own pastor {up until

5-«{;;‘

that time, Pastor Pautz served Calvery also)., The statistics

o

show that Emmanuel lost membexrs going from 1977 to 1978 and
this was caused larvgely by the formation &6f Celvary in Chandlex

-
)

977 Annuasl Reporit).

3 3 o Fon 521y ln E gy o PR oy
+ was zlso about this bime that the zsrea around Fomanuel's

oy

members came to Pastor Pautz with a suggestion. Thelr suggestion
was this: The eongregation wounld sell the parsonage at 904
rRoosevelt and Pastor Pautz would but his own house new
subdivision near the church. There were several reassons for

their suggestion: 1)They had seen ministers who were relater

he Llived on. The vokers and Pastor Pautz agreed to this and
LART s W e

+he chureh sold the house on Roossvelt and Pastor Paut=z

{Pautz intervi
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Wwhich they had recently acguired. In 1980, the members undere

"L

they expanded and repaved
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lot, built an attractiwe playgrounf area fox
o §

contoured the baek land for more effective irrigation, and
planted literally hundreds of plants. They planted HYuniper
bushes, olive trees, sumac, eucalyvptus, ash, carob, and bottle
{1280 Annual Reportl.
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ever-growing work losd of Pastor Pautz. They found out through

District President Nitz thsat Paster Charles E. Found from Dougla

congregation on 2 part time basis. They extended the call to

Pastor Found to serve the congregation on a third time basis

and he accepted. Interasstingly enough, Pastoy Found went back

He served Redeemer
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Lutheran Church in Phoeniy aftey rastor Diehl left that con-
il ol

gregation for Emmanuel. He helped Pastor Diehl a good

in the early vears of Emmanuel and had helped in the dedication

electrician/plunber/painter/carpenter/film maker/missionary/
world traveller. Most of these talents were put to use by
expansion work on the

40,000 project the members enlarged

tha sancuary, redid the balcony, added carpeting, and got new

1

pews, They also added new church es and 2 fourth class-

project for the property to the south.
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S0 it was decided to call s csndidate from +he 1988

graduating class of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary as assistant
pastor. That vear, the assignment committee assigned Pastor
John Sprain as only the third full-time psstor in Emmanuel’'s

round completely retired from
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the ministry. Pastor Sprain was excited to begin work in

of the called workers in the Arizona-Californis District dod.
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What does the fulture hold in store for Emmanusl
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guestion, of course, can only be answered by the L

the future is snything like the past, there will be continued

possibly more manpower. More worxries about the budget which
5400,000, But most of all, there will be
more spreading of the living water of the gospel into the

river of people in Tempe, Arizona.
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