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Fyranz Johannes Kilian

As with most of our early pastors, Kilian came from Ger-
many. He was born in the free imperial city of Bremen on June
24, 1828a1 Although he was given the name Franz Johannes, in
later life he would use his middle name asg hig first name.

Even on official documents his name would appear as Johannes
Kilianhgﬁ Jo Kilian. Seldom can we find even a trace of his
given name Franz.

In Kilian's hometown of Bremen, there was a "Diasporage-
meinde” of the Brudergemside"” to which Johannes' parents belong-
ed. Through this association, Johannes became well acquainted
with the mission reports and writings of the “Brudergemeindeo"2
These were used by the Lord to awaken in his heart a desire
to preach the Gogpel- a desire that would lead him into his
life's work.

In 1853, Kilian came to America at the age of twenty-five.
After he arrived he spent "some time with merchant friends at
New York who had been hosts to Muehlhaeuser and the other early
Langenberg missionaries@“B For the next eight years he served
Moravian congregations throughout the country. These years
of service were divided among Hartford, Connecticut, Jefferson
County, Wisconsin and Clayton County, Towa. The modes of +trans-
portation of his day did not seem to restrict him too much.

Kilian was married to Chlothilde Gaebler, whose hrother

was a musician at Watertown, Wisconsgin. This should be noted
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for it, in part,explains his first contacts with the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod. In fact, Koehler feels it was
through the efforts of his fellow missionaries and his brother-
in-law,.Gaebler, that he ilanded in Wisconsin.® This in time
led *to his encounterg with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod. It wasn't long before he became acquainted with Bading
and asked Tto join the synod.

In the fall of 1861, Johannes passed a colloquium and join-
ed the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. His first assign-
ment was the congregation in Greenfield, just southwest of Mil-
waukee, which today is known as St. John's, Root Creek. After
a few short years, Kilian's work there was interrupted in a
very unusual way., The Civil War had dragged on longer than
expected and was requiring a great deal of manpower. As a re-
sult, the draft had been instituted and Kilian was draftedg5
Not wishing to serve ag a soldier and leave his work of caring
for souls, Johanneg paild his way out of service at a cost in
excesgss of $BOOOOOO6 To us that may not sgeem like a lot of mo-
ney, but for those times it was a tremendous price. Kilian's
annual salary was $225.00. (Because of the war time inflation,
it had just been raised from $180.00 to $225.00.) The parson-
age in which he lived had only cost $540.00 to buildo7

After he paid his way out, he accepted a "call” as chap-
lain for the 26th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment. Thisg regiment

wag made up of all German volunteers and; hence, 1ts members
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were mostly Lutheran. Killan entered the service on November
5. 1864, and was mustersd out in June of 1865. He apent only
a 1ittle over a half of a year in the service. His unit was
attached to General W. T, Sherman’s command. During these last
cix months of the war this unit did not see much action. It
took part in the campaign through North and South Carolina but
mainly in a supporting role, and remained relatively inactive,
Considering the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod posi-
tion today, it seems a 1little ironic that one of the early pasg=
tors of the synod served asg chaplain. But this ig just what
happened. It might be good to stop and take a look at what
the chaplaincy was like ddring the Civil War. When the War
petween the States broke out there were only thirty chaplaincy
pOStSaB As the army grew in size, 1t soon became evident that
the chaplaincy program must also grow., As a result, general
order 15 was issued. It provided for the organization of vol-
unteer regiments and authorized the commanding officer of each
regiment to appoint a chaplain chosen by the vote of the field
officers and company commandersq9 Tt was hoped that in this
way the chaplain and a majority of men in each regiment would
be of the same denomination. These chaplains were not to be
just anyone who was willing to serve, but they were requifed
+to be ordained ministers. It is interesting to note that the
wording of this general ovder had unintenticnally made the Jew-

igh rabbis ineligible. However, atter a year this problem was
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corrected and rabbis seprved Jewisgh goliders in the army.

Since a chaplaincy program had never really existed in
any size before the Civil War, ther were many changes and pro-
blems in the program that had to be worked out as things went
along., After selection, one of the first problems that came
up wasg pay. Some of the paymagters would not pay three month
voluntary chaplaing. They did not recognize them asg men in
the gervice of the govermment. It wasn't until the Secretary
of War issued a sgpecific order, that all chaplaing, permanent
and volunteer, received their pay. The amount of pay, also,
came into question. At the beginning of the war (May and June
of 1861) general orders were issued fixing the pay and allow-
ances of a chaplain at the same level asg a captain of cavalry,
This amounted to $1ﬂ746000010 As the war dragged on, Congress
felt that this was too much; .and reduced the pay to $1,200.00
and two rations per day while on duty, plus‘forage for one horseg11
Becauge of a forgotten comma, some paymasters read the order
to mean that not only did a Chaplain?ﬁeceive his rations when
not on duty but he also did not receive hiSjpayn As a regult,
gome chaplains who were sgick, wounded or captured did not re-
celive any money. However, by the end of the war, the Presi-
dent himgelf, gaw to it that chaplains received all of their
pay, whether gick, wounded or imprisonsad,

When the war began, the gtandard uniform for the chaplain

was a black frock coat with a standing cocllar. Down the front
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of the coat were nine black buttons. Plain black pantaloons
and a black felt hat without ornament completed the uniform.
Before the first year of war had ended, there were some minor
changes, Herring-bone of black braid was added around buttons

and button holes, and a gold wreath encircling the silver let-

ters U. 9. was placed on the hat. Sad to say, some chaplains

wanted a more military uniform, including even a side-arm. .

We have already mentioned that to be a chaplain you must
nave been an ordained minister, but this is not the only fac-
tor that was considered in choosing a chaplain. A handbook
on the chaplaincy listed five major qualifications for a good
chaplaim12 Pirst, he must lead a pilous 1ife, and thereby,

provide a good example TO the men in the regiment. Second,

he must be a proficient teacher, gince part of his duty was

instructing the men. Third, he must have a sultable personal-

ity, In other words, he should be kind, generous, patient,
cheerful and courteous. Fourth, he must have good health for
he would have to undergo the rigors of army life. Fifth, he

would have to be a man of courage. His ministry would take

nim to the battlefield and primitive field hogpitals. Not only
would he have to view sickening sights but at times he would
be in danger of losing his life.

The duties of a chaplain were many and varied but they
can be divided into two major categories- 0fficial and unoffi-

cial but understood. Included in his official dutles were
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quarterly reporﬁs.ta the commanding officier. These contained
the location, date, attendance and number of gervices conducted.
It also included a report on the moral and religious condition
of the men in the regiment. Tach week the chaplain was requir-
ered to hold services and whenever necegsary conduct funeralsg.
Theif‘dutieg did not end with capture. It was expected that
he continue his work with those whom he had been imprisoned.

The chaplain's unofficial but understood duties were of
both a religious and secular nature. Quite naturally, he was
expected to comfort the sick and the dying. It was also un-
derstood that he would celebrate the Lord's Supper, baptize
converts, and distribute religious literature (from the ABS).
But he had many ot%% duties.as well. He served as stretcher
bearer and regimental librarian. He wrote letters for the sick
and the illiterate., Courses of formal instruction and hobbies
were promoted by him. He took collections for charity and e-
ven served as the general business agent for the men of the re-
giment013

The above picture of the Civil War chaplaincy will give
us a pretty good idea of the kind of position Kilian was in.
It was not quite as structured as the chaplaincy is today and
most of his dutis were understood instead of official. He almr
s0 had the advantage of serving a regiment of Germans who were
predominately Lutheran, :

As was already mentioned, his service in the army was rel-
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ativgly short. He was mustered out in June of 1865 and re-
turned to his congregation in Greenfiepld. He gerved them
faithfully for three more years. In late 1867 he received and
accepted a call to a triple parish in Theresa and Lomirab
The three congregations were St. Jacobi, Town Theresa, St. Paul's,
Town Lomira and 8t. John'’s, Lomira. He was ins%alléd into
hig office on January 12, 1868, and lived in the parsonagé of
St. Jacobl, Town Theresa. Kilian continued to serve all ﬁhreé
congregations until 1870, when the @arish was d\,:‘i_videda11“L "5t
Jacobi called its own pastor and 5t. Paul's and St. John's con-
tinued under Kilian's guidance. Jointly they built a new par-
sonage for $1,203.00, .on a lot that had been donated for such
use915

In 1902, Pagtor Kilian decided that it would be advisable
to resign and retire from the active ministry because of a pro-

longed and troublegome throat ailmentgl6

As a result, St. John's
called Pastor Pietz and the members of St. Paul's hoping that
serving only one congregation would bring the needed relief,
called Pastor Kilian to remain the shepherd of their congrega-
tion., He accepted. However, by March of 1904 his throat had

not gotten any better and he wag forced to regign from the pu-
blic ministryal7 Since it was a throat condition that caused

his resignation from the ministry, it might be interesting to
note that he had a high pitched voice and that it was his cug-

: . 18 s
tom to chant the communion liturgy. This was an unusual prac-
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tice at the time and was not continued after his resignation.

He retired in Lomira and remained there until his death

on January 23, 1917. Hie wife had preceeded him in death but

he was survived by his three children, Maria, Magdalena, and

Hermann. ~His son, Hermann, had followed hig footsteps and gone
o . m -

through the geminary. However, Hermann wag "Frocked possibly

. 18 . ;
because of a broken engagement. Hig father was instrumental

in hig removal. Despite this incident, Hermann remained a

devoted and faithful layman until his déathgﬁA ‘
Kilian was not a flashy character who drew & lot of atten-
tion to himself, Insteédg he wag .a quiéﬁ and dedicated minig-
ter of the CGospel. His public service to the. Lord lasted over
50 years, 43 years of which were in the Wisconsin Evangelical

Lutheran Synod. We can give him no higher tribute than Koeh-

ler's remark that he was "faithful to the Lutheran confessicnga”zo
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