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WHAT WOULD JESUS SAY TODAY
TO THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS
?

It is the will of God that his children
should be concerned about "speaking the truth
in love" (Ephesians 4:15) in their dealings
with others. As an ordained Lutheran pastor
since 1970, my primary calling in 1life has
been to lead people into a better knowledge
and a greater acceptance of God's truth as
i1t 1s revealed to all people in the Bible.

As the years passed, I occaslonally had
the opportunity to visit with young men serv-
ing as missionaries for the Latter-day Saints
- the Mormons. Eventually I realized that:

1. I didn't know as much about the LDS
as I needed to know to talk with them. '

2, The LDS missionaries didn't know much
LDS history or doctrine, either, and couldn't
tell me everything that I needed to know.

3. Two~hour visits were too short a time
to even begln to explain basic truths of the
Bible to people who had little famillarity
with the Christian teachings of the Bible.

So I did my homework, and after two or
three years I felt that I was ready to "speak
the truth in love" to the Latter~day Saints.

I gathered everything that I had learned about
the history, doctrine and practice of the LDS
into a 61-page paper. This paper also had in
it God's plan of salvation as the Bible pre-
sents 1t, showing where LDS doctrines stand
in opposition to Bible truth.

Now I had something to glve to the LDS
missionaries who came to my door. They could
take 1t home, study it, and then come back 1f
they wished to discuss the issues involved.
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1 also made my paper avallable’ to other people
who wanted to share 1t with Mormon relatives
or friends for whom they were concerned.

Eventually I received a letter from the
LDS zone leader in charge of the missionaries
assigned to the area in which I lived. In the
last of five paragraphs he wrote:

"I solemnly declare to you this

day that either you cease your 'unauthor-

ized' literary attacks on the church, or

you will stand before the Judgement bar

of the Almi%bty God with no advocate for

redemption.
The letter was signed by the zone leader and
by three of the missionaries then serving un-
der him "in accordance with 2 Cor. 13:1-2."
There the Apostle Paul says: "In the mouth of
two or three witnesses shall every word be
established."

This warning was of no consequence as far
as I was concerned. As a Christian, I believe
in the undeserved forgiveness promised by God
to every sinner by grace, received by faith in
his Son's perfect sacrifice for the sins of
the world. I kmow that I do have "an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous"
(1 John 2:1).

But my concern 1s the lack of Bible
knowledge on the partef +the LDS - people who
clalm to be the best teachers of God's truth
In the world. This ignorance of the Bible is
demonstrated in the fourth paragraph of the
letter that I received:

"I know now, that 1f a man simply
had more intellect than an ant or the
understanding of a clod of mirey clay
in a primortial (sic) swamp, he could
see through your TantiChrist' like be-
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haviors. Paul spoke of such behavior:
Acts 9:5, Since Christ nor the Apos-
tles ever tore down other churches, I
would venture to say that you are not
serving them nor followlng very closely
their example."

Mark that last sentence: "Since Christ
nor the Apocstles ever tore down other church-
es ... This statement is simply contrary to
fact, contrary to everything that Jesus ever
sald gbout the established religlous leaders
of his day, and contrary to the warnings of
Jesus and his apostles against the religious
exrrors of their day. Read the four Gospels
and the Book of Acts, and you will find that
this 1s true.

How could our Lord Jesus, who tells us:
"I am the way, the truth, and the life" (John
14:6), not warn against that which is not
true and ways that lead to eternal death in-
stead of eternal 1ife? In the New Testament
we find Jesus condemning the false doctrine
and wrong practice of the lawyers, scribes
and Pharisees who represented the established
church of the day in Palestine.

The lawyers were men trained in the law,
especially the law of Moses. The great con-
cern in their lives 1s seen in the %uestion
that a certain lawyer asked Jesus: "Master,
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"
(Luke 10:25). The lawyers, referred to also
as seribes, were the guardians of Jewlish
truth from the time of Ezra (Bzra 7:6) after
a Jewish remnant returned from the Babylonian
captivity. The captivity did what God wanted
it to do for the Jdews; after it they took
great pains to avoid idolatry. But in the
last centurles before the birth of Christ
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the lawyers, or scribes, and with them the
Pharisees, began to reason that since God
gave them his commandments, the law, that
then he must have meant for them to save
themselves by their faithfulness in obeying
God's law. This is why the lawyer asked
Jesus: "“...What shall I do...2?" (Luke 10:25),

The following eight questions and con-
clusions are a Christian's answer to our
general theme: "What would Jesus say today
to the Latter-day Salnts?" Please glve
them your close attention. If, in every
case, the religion of Mormonism finds itself
standing on the side of the lawyers, scribes
snd Pharisees whom Jesus condemned, thean can
Mormonism still correctly claim to be "The

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints™

I. ARE PEOPLE SAVED BY OBEYING
LAWS AND ORDIN ANCES?

Jesus condemned the self-rightecusness
of the lawyers (Luke 11:45-52), telling them
(v. 52): "Woe unto you, lawyersi for ye have
taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered
not in yourselwves, and them that were enter-
ing in ye hindered." (See Matthew 2%:13, )

God didn't give us his law so that we
might try to save ourselves by keeping it.
God intends that the law should be the
means by which we might recognize that be-
cause of our sins of thought, word and deed
we are lost and condemned sinners deserving
nothing but death and eternal damnation.
"Therefore by the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh be justified in his sight:
for by the law is the knowledge of sin"
(Romans 3:20). Study also Genesis 8:21,
Leviticus 19:2, Deuteronomy 27:26, Psalm
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51:5, Isalsh 57:21, 64:6, Metthew 10:28,
Romans 3:23, 5:12, 6:23, 7:7,18, 8:7-8,
Galatians 3:19, Ephesians 2:3, 1 Timothy
1:9, James 2:10, { John 1:8.

But what do we hear from the Utgh LDS?
At their 152nd semlannuzal Genersl Conference
in Octoberg 1982, Gordon Hinkley szid:
'...gladness and peace and healing
come in walking in obedlence to the
commandments of God as set forth in
the teachings of the church."
David B, Haight, a member of the councll of
the twelve apostles, sald: '
M. .. How can we earn God's love?
The Savior taught: 'If ye keep my com-
mandments, ye shall ablide in my love,
even as I have kept my Father's command~
ments and abide in His love.' ... May
each of ug adequately play our role...
by striving for perfection, by being
obedient to all the laws znd ordin~
ances of the gospel ..."
Martin Petersen, in his speech, sald:
"Sslvation ... comes only to those
who faithfully obey His commandments and
accept 211 of His orders. ... Unless we
have this change of heart, unless we
follow the Savior's teachings, our sins
may cancel out a1l the benefits we oth-
erwise might receive through the ordin-
gnces of the church. ..."

4t this conference the speakers made
many flne statements about the atonement of
Christ and sglvation by faith in him. But
through it 211 ran the thought: ®"It's what
you do that counts!" As shown above, for the
IDS Tgospel" is =z matter of " aws and ordin-
ances," something people do, ceremonies and
ritugls to be performed by the feithful.
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Conclusion: Jesus condemns every means
* coming to God through an individual's re-
znce on "the deeds of the law'" (Rom. 3:20).
ssus wants people to understand "gospel" as
:ing the "good news" of what bhe has done to
ke good for the sins of mankind by his holy
fe and his innocent substitutionary death on
e cross. Jesus said that religions which
:ad people to rely on obedlence to "laws and
‘dinances'" for salvation are only hindering
:ople from discovering him as their only
:re hope of eternal 1life.

II. WHEN IS A PERSON RIGHTEQUS
BEFORE GOD?

Consider Jesus' parable about the Pharisee
2d the publicen (Luke 18:9-14). The publican
rayed: "God be merciful to me a simmer" (v.i13)
‘zsus sald that he "went down to bhls bouse
‘ustified rather then the other™ (v. 14).
sccording to Mormon thinking the Pharlsee,
3+%h g11 his attention to religlous duties and
ith his high standing in the community, should
sve stood high in God's favor. But Jesus
:1d no. In his pride the Pharisee asked God
sy notning - and that's exactly what he re-
-ived. Only the publican was forgiven.

Salvation, meaning God's gift of forgive-
zss and eternal 1life for repentant slnners,
s ours only by the grace of God - his unde-
served mercy, his love for fallen sinners =-
~alsing us through Word and sacrament to the
~gsitlion of being his adopted children through
'aith in Christ Jesus. "Christ is the end of
e law for righteousness to every one that
2lieveth" (Romans 10:4). Study also Genesis
5:15, Isalah 43:11,25, 53:5, Matthew 18:11,
uke 2:11, John 1:17,29, 3:1-21, 20:31, 4dcts
4:12, Romans 1:16, 3:24,28, 8:3-4,15, First
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Corinthians 2:12-13, Galatians 3:26, { Tim-
othy 2:5-6, 2 Timothy 3:15-16, t John 3:1.

Mormonism teaches that a person should
do good works for his own benefit, to raise
his standing in the eyes of God. Jesus, to
the contrary, said: "Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven" (Matthew 5:16). The greastest good
works of a Christian are the things he does
that most effectively attract other people to
discover and apprecliate for themselves the

saving grace of God.

Once a person is made alive in Christ,
once he has received everything necessary
for eternal 1ife as a free gift of God's
grace, then he can't help spending the rest
of his 1ife on earth serving God in love.
"We love him, because he first loved us"

(1 John 4:19).

Conclusion: Jesus condemns the self-
righteousness and foolish pride of all who
reject his perfect sacrifice for the sins of
the world. No true Christian should ever
think of earning by his own good works the
blessings that are hls already by the grace
of God. This attitude can only anger God.

ITI. WHAT ABOUT TITHING?

In Jesus' parsble of the Pharisee and
the publican, the Pharisee says: "I give
tithes of all that I possess" (Luke 18:12).
Jesus had more to say about the Pharisees’
attitude toward tithing: "But woe unto you,
Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and a1l
manner of herbs, and pass over Judgment and
the love of God: these ought ye to have done,
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and not to leave the other undone®™ (Luke 11:
42). Jesus added the last line above because
the 01d Testament ceremonial law which in-
cluded tithing would not be erased for the
Jews until his suffering, death and resur-
rection (Colossians 2:16-17).

For the Pharisees, tithing (gilving 10%
of one's income) was something to be exactly

observed as they tried to merit God's favor. g

It's the same for the LDS. As one mission-

ary told me, a Mormon who refuses to tithe J

can't hope to reach the highest level of
heaven (where, as they imagine it, the good
Mormon can become a god himself) because of
his "lack of obedience." However, he sald,
"sincere repentance™ and the resumption of
tithing would open the way again for him.

By contrast, Christians know that God's
commzgnd to tithe was gilven only to the Jews
who 1lived in 01d Testament times. In the
New Testament age God motivates us to give
proportionately as he has prospered us
(1 Corinthians 16:2), our love responding
to his love (1 John 4:19). We shouldn't ask
God: "How much do I have %to give?" Instead
we ask ourselves: "How much has God made 1t
possible for me to glve; what does he want
to accomplish through me, his steward?"

=

God makes 1t possible for some people
to give much more thamn 10% of their income. {
Or, if God sees fit to bless others with a
very limited income, such people can serve
God in other ways by using the talents that
he has glven to them. "God loveth a cheer-
ful giver" (2 Corinthians 9:7).

Conclusion: Jesus says that tithing,
in and of itself, has nothing at all to do

. 9.

wlth a person's going to heaven. If a
Christian chooses to tithe, this is Jjust
another fruit of his faith as God helps
him in sanctified living.

IV. MUST A PERSON BELONG TO “THE
'RIGHET CHURCH" TO BE SAVED?

How important 1s membership in a partic-
ular church, in and of itself? In Jesus'
day, the religious leaders of Israel took
great pride in thelr church membership - a
physical descent from Abraham - as if that
gave them an sutomatic ticket to heaven.

But listen to what John the Baptist told them:
"0 generation of vipers, who hath warned you
to flee from the wrath to come? ... Think

not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham
to our father: for I say unto you, <hat God
is able of these stones toc raise up children
anto Abraham® (Matthew 3:7-9). v

Jesus called the Pharisees a “genera-
tion of wvipers" (Matthew 12:34), and condemned
them for their pride in their ancestiry, also
thelr rejection of him as their only Savior.
Study John 8:33-59. "Ye are of your father
the devil," (John B:44) Jesus told them.

Membership in the LDS Church 1s supposed
to be all-important for anyone who wants to
reach the Mormons' highest levels of heaven.
That 1s why they practice baptism for the
dead - to give people who never had a chance,
or who rejected Mormcnism while they lived,
the opportunity to become Mormons after the
resurrection. But God says: "It is appointed
unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment.' (Hebrews 9:27). There is no sec-
ond chance for anyone after death.
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What did the Apostle Paul say asbout all
of this? Read chapter 4 of Romans. Paul
could say that he, too, was a descendant of
Abraham, his "father, as pertaining to the
flesh" (Romans 4:1). But this meant nothing
at all to him as having anything to do with
his being saved. Instead, Paul said, he and
every believer was saved only by a personal
faith in the promise of God concerning the
Messiah who came to bear the sins of all.
(Romans 4:16-17). ™"For what saith the scrip-
ture? Abrsgham believed God, and it was
zou%ted uato him for righteousness™ (Romans

t3/.

Concluslon: Jdesus had nothing good to
say about people who encourage others to sup-
pose that membership in "the right church"
1s a prime requirement for salvation. There
is no value in beloanging to the family of a
glorified Jossph Smith or Brigham Young in.
the eternity that follows the resurrection.

V. WHAT ABOUT "AUTHORITY"?

The LDS emphasize that they have their
apostles and a priesthood without which there
can be no true church. The Pharisees like-
wlise questioned John the Baptist's authority
to baptize (John 1:19-28). Nor did they ac-
cept Jesus' authority to forgive a repentant
sinner (Luke 5:21, 7:49). They asked: "Have
any of the rulers or of the Pharisees be-
lieved on him?" (John T7:48). The Pharisees
made people afraid Lo step out of line in
confessing Christ (JdJohn 12:42-43%). See also
Luke 20:1-2 and Mark 1:22.

Claiming for themselves alone the right
to speak for God, the Pharisees faulted Jesus
for healing on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:10~-14,

1.

Luke 6:6-11}, for letting his disciples
"thresh grain® on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:1-2),
and for not teaching his disciples to observe
"proper" ceremonies such as washing their

‘hands (Matthew 15:1-14, Mark 7:1-13, Luke 11:

37-40). Jesus gave them God's answer (from
Isaiah 29:13): "But in valn they do worship
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men" (Matthew 15:9). "Why do ye also trans-
gress the commandment of God by your tradi-
tion?" (Matthew 15:3). :

The LDS have their own traditions, the
Doctrine and Covenants, for instance, which
contradict the Bible. They would have us
accept their ™traditions" (which contradict
even their Book of Mormon) simply on the au-
thority of Their "prophets" who have given
them to the LDS. They emphasize the authority
vested in their leaders. TFollowing that au-
thority, they emphasize the importance of the
temple ceremonles sucn as, for ianstance, the
washing connected with temple marriages.

Conclusion: dJesus condemas those who
claim the authority to substitute their own
traditions and ceremonles for his truth.
Authority, in and of itself, 1s worth nothing
if people in authority reject God's truth.

VI. HOW OFTEN SHALL I FORGIVE?

In Doctrine and Covenants (98:23-44) we
find: "But 1f he trespass against thee the
fourth time (i.e., not being at all repentant)
thou shalt not forgive him, but shalt bring
these testimonles before the Lord; and they
shall not be blotted out until he repent and
reward thee four-fold..." (v. 44). This Mor-
mon "doctrine® exactly follows the old Jdewish
teaching that three times was enough (Lenski,
The Interpretation of Matthew, page 708.
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The Apostle Peter is to be commended
for more than doubling the maximum of three,
since he asked Jesus 1f gseven times was
enough (Matthew 18:21). Jesus replled (V-EE)
that Peter sbould be willing to forgive "se-
venty times seven" times, that is, without
ever trying to keep track of the offenses -~
and he never qualified his directive by re-
guiring repentance on the part of the one
who has committed the trespass.

Conclusion: If the Latter-day Saints
pride themselves in the name of "The Church
of Jesus Christ..." then they ought to teach
correctly what Jesus Christ said about a
life-long willingness to forgive others.

VII. WHAT ABOUT POLYGAMY?

Joseph Smith's "revelation" on polygamy
is 1n Doctrine =snd Covenants 132. Wasn't
God's true revelation (1 Timothy 3:2,12) that
bishops and deacons should be the "“husbands
of one wife" good enough for him? Oontrary
to Leviticus 18:18, Smith married five palrs
0f slsters. He also married at least twelve
women who were married to other men at the
time that he married them. (Brodie, No Man
Knows My History, a biography of Smith.)

When the Pharisees asked Jesus: "Is it
lawful for a man to put away higs wife for
every cause?"™ (Matthew 19:3), they had in
mind their own lax practice in following the
school of Hillel (Jospphus; Antiquities, 4,
8, 23) They practiced a conspcutive poly~
gany" such as we have in todey's divorce rid-
den society. Jesus told them that they were
wrong, that God intended for one man and one
woman to be Jolumed in marriage until death
ended the union (Matthew 19:4-6).

13.

Conclusion: A church that calls itself "The
Church of Jesus Christ..." ought not to blindly
follow a founder who by word and deed contradicte
Jesus, the Apostle Paul, and the law of God given
through Moses.

Note: Jesus also corrected the unbelieving
Sadducees (Matthew 22:23-33, Mark 12:18-27, Luke
20:27-38), pointing out, contrary to LDS teach-
ing, that marriage is OLly for thls 1ife, since
in heaven we shall be "as the angels" (Matthew
22:30) who, as everyone should know, are never
ever married. It 1s mere sophﬂstry for the LDS
to argue that although people can't get married
in heaVbn, as Jesus says, marLlaoes entered into
here on earth do last forever. The LDS are wrong
to argue that thelr idea of marriage coanbtinuing
in heaven 1s supported by Jesus' words to the dis
ciples: "“Whatsoever thou shalt bind oun earth
shall be bound in heaven" (Matthew 16:19, 18:18).
The context in which Jesus spoke these words
shows that he was talking about heaven being open
for all who coanfess nim as thelr only Savior, and
heaven remaining closed to all who in unbe1184
refuse to repeat of their sias. ;

VIII. WHAT ABOUT OUTWARD RIGHTEOUSNESS,
PRIDE AND PROSELYTIZING? -

Many people are attracted by the LDS repu-
tation for clean 1living and civic righteousness.
The scribes and Pharisees cultivated a reputation
for outward righteousness, too. 3But Jesus told
his followers: "Except your righteousness shall
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phar-
igsees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom
of heaven" (Matthew 5:20).

Reliance on one's own oubtward righteousness
usually leads to a person's setting a lower stan-
dard for himself than the standard of perfection
set by God (Leviticus 19:2). Or, one can easily
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fall into the hypocrisy of making an outward
show of righteousness. Jesus condemned the
Pharisees for their hypocrisy in doing salms,
praying, and fasting (Matthew 6:1-18, 9:14).
Jesus warned against the example of the
scribes and Pharisees, "for they say, and do
not" (Matthew 23:3). See also Matthew 163
6,12, Luke 12:1-2. Jesus warned the Phari-
sees against thelr own spiritual blindness
(John 9:40-41). "Por if ye believe not that
é ai)he, ye shall die in your sins" (John
24,

"A man's pride shall bring him low"
Proverbs 29:23). We note the pride of the
Pharisees (Luke 11:43, 14:1,7-11). When we
remember that a Mormon trying to obey the
more than 4000 rules of the LDS consliders
himself to be "a god in embryo,™ it is to be
expected that many will behave prlidefully
toward others. In their pride the Pharisees
continually found fault with Jesus and even
tried to "entangle him in his talk" (Matthew
22:15-40, Luke 7:31-35, 20:20)., The LDS
today can argue that anything that Jesus 1is
recorded as saying need unot concern them 1if
they stand corrected by what Jesus sald -
for, they say, no one knows except their pro-
phet 1f a passage has been transiated cor-
rectly.

It is worth noting that when LDS mis-
sionaries go out from door to door they don't
call it "evangeliszing,” which would mean pro-
claiming the Christian gospel, God's "good
news" of salvation. Rather, they call it
"oroselytizing," the meaning of which is
illustrated in Webster by the practice of
persuading an athelete to attend and play Ifor
g certaln school by making the atnelete an
attractive offer. Mission enthuslasm, of
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1tself, is not praiseworthy if it supports a
%essage that is not from God. Jesus sald:

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! for ye compass sea and land to make
one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make
him twofold more the child of hell than your-
selves" (Matthew 23:15).

Is it true that Jesus never "“tore down
3ther churches?" Read Matthew chapter 23.
Woe unto you, ye blind guides ... ye fools
and blind ... hypocrites! ... Ye serpents, ye
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the
damnation of hell?" (Verses 16,17,19,27,33).

Conclusion: Jesus, in his concern for
the souls of people being led to eternal de-
struction, did indeed speak out against every
form of unbelief. He had nothing good to say
about outward righteousness, pride or prosely-
tizing. Christians today should follow the
loving example of Jesus' concera for souls,
equipping themselves with '"the whole armour
of God" (Ephesians 6:10-18), and not neglect-
ing the use of "the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God" (Ephesians 6:17).

% % % 0%

God still wins victories in bringing peo-
ple to thelr Savior despite the opposition of
unbelief and wrong teaching., Nicodemus was a
Pharisee who came to Jesus by night (Jobn 3).
He defended Jesus before the Jewish leaders
(John 7:50-52), and he ended up as a believer
(dJohn 19:%9). We read also that because of
the witness of the New Testament Church "the
word of God increased; and the number of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly;
and a great company of the priests were obhe-
dient to the faith" (Acts 6:7).
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God can work the same miracle of saving
faith in our day, too, by his grace. There
was a "division" among the Pharisees concern-
ing Jesus (John 9:16). There are also many
Mormons today who aren't happy, not satisfied
that the way that they have been shown to
heaven is really God's way. They need a
clear Christian witness of God's saving truth
from his Word, the Bible. They also need to
see Jesus in the Christ-filled lives of
Christians who rezlly live what they believe.

% % % %

My eight comparisons between Mormonlsm
and the religious "scene" in Jesus' day were
part of twenty pages that I added to my first
work. I sent a copy to the LDS office that
sent me the letter that prompted the compari-
sons., God calls me to be a witness, too.

Today many fine books are avalilable on
the history, doctrine and practice of Mormon-
ism, one of them being The God Makers. There
is glso a film with that title. Mormonlsm -
Shadow Or Reality, by Jerald and Sandra
Tanner, is also an excellent work.

With thilis small work I want to add some-
thing to the general work of Christlan evan-
gelism., This writing isn't just for the LDS.
It should be read by people of any religion
or no religion at all who might think that
their eternal destiny depends in any way at
all on their own best efforts.

Gerhold L. Lemke, Pastor
April, 1588 '
. 1}' mf P J
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