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gyggj bqai happened_gyggma period_of several .years,
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;”The conles s iomn: Lhau started the body.A;Thé‘men and '
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thatiled o the TAL's demise 1ot be repeated in the.
ffuture; ~Tt is e2lso the hope of this writer that some
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“Tnecluded in thizg paper are 2 Appendioesﬁ 1) the
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tinue ‘rather than terminate its unscriptura
Lutheran Church (See Res. 3 21) .

orsed continuance of its false ecumenical
) om the Lutheran Council U.S.A. ‘(See Res.
18), approval of using mission personnel from other: denominations ("Seconding,
Res " 13 09), request for review and evaluation of Joining L.W.F. ‘(Res.. 3: 06), -
N.C.C. and W.C.C. (Res.”3:07), and encouraging closer ties with the Lutheran’

Church in America (Res. 3 lh)

the CMS n the'same convention end
rends, vis. refusal to withdraw fr

the LCMS-in the same convention declined,to'tighten its control over the i
eaching\of {ts pastors and professors. (See Res. 2: 21) and declined to take
any'disciplinary action against those pastors, professors and teachers who
ire:advocating: tolerance of differing theological opinions with respect to
‘the .doctrine of the: Scriptures, Inerrancy, Inspiration, the Church and

thevLord's Supper.jr

. in the same convention has refused to correct the €Yrors: inherent'
“in its "Mission Affirmations" and has given them further synodical standing’
‘through the adoption of the "Secisl Ministry Affirmations: which obliterate
“the Great Commission of our Lord (st. Matthew 28: 19-20) by defining the
salvation of mankind as "the restoration of all people to, that k1nd of 11fe,

Vboth here and hereafter for which they were created.”

_the LCME in the same convention has by the above actions revealed that 1t
‘will continue to condone end practice unionism (Cfr. Brief Statement
Article 28), contrary to the clear admonition of Holy Scripture in Romans - .
A6:1T5 ‘and further that it has now become & heterodox church body (cfr. Brief
Statement. Article 29) by accepting 01rcumstances which tolerate the public

teaching of error.1;’

orthodoxy to'return, our
a denial of ourrscriptural=

JWhereas;dpublic‘correction and repentance is necessary for
© 7 - "continued membership in & ‘heterodox: body~would -be-
position and confe951onal comm1tment

e the undersigned declare(s) that with these official resolutions the LCMS
: has broken the unity of faith and the fellowship of the church

~as it is enjoined upon us and required by the Holy Scriptures .

" (I Cor. 1:10), the Lutheran Confessions (Forule of Concord, T.D.C.S.

“ ppi. 850) and the LCMS Constitution- (Art. III, ObjJect No. 1 of o
'Synod) ~ and; has thereby become a heterodox and unionistic body

the~undersigned herewith declare(s) themselves (h1m - or herself)
fessionis)

to be in the confessional state (in statu con




gned underatand(e) that the'c nfessional state which they
fobligatea them for the sake of the Savior and His

Q hold.themselvea'(him or heraelf) apart’ from'theae actions
»f the LC-MS and publicly. testify gainst the errors in doctrine
1d practice which they involve.

vithhold fina
to causes ¢ nfeasing and practicing authentic Lutheraniam.

t llmit.the practice of altar fellowship (commune) ‘and pulpit
: ge) to those vho have publicly adopted

this Declaration.r;

to- resolve the question of membership in the LC—MS since con-L
tinuing membership in a heterodox body would be a denial of our
Scripturalposition and confessional committment. '

to inform the officers and constituents of the LC-MS of thie
declaration.

Teacher -

:Layman




uE FAILURE OF FAL AS A VIABLE CHURCH’ BODY

t'fdeééfiséuﬁhe féiihfeﬁaf'FALvto contihﬁé 4s a separate church
WOfd,_AUTONOMYf n ; ' ' o T T

power sttﬁggle'fot'autohomylwasxscen at the 2nd Annual '’
The Chairman of the FAL Migsion Committee pleaded with the
is committee "Board Status" to enablc them to ‘work more affectively
The convention repponded by‘grantingqua:dfstatus to the Mission
hat:time om, - the Mission Board openly and persistently demanded ¢

-Board of Directors in direct oppositioﬁ to the FAL constitution . S

11 boards and committces wete accountable to’ the Board of Directors.(2)

théh'éﬁreéd qﬁickly to the Board of.Coiioqﬁyrand‘Chquh‘Discipline‘
and last major board made it continually clear that it'did'mot = -
e Board of Directors. . .= . . R I AT

s

léfyjdf;autondmy
Thié;second
upervision from th

n’attempt.to;encbutage these two boards to work together with the Board of . %
ectors as a team,. the Board of Directors voted om December 4, 1972, to enlarge - -7
he Board of Directors by a d and BCCD, (3)
Udfortunatcly,;thia}dig,not allev ol S

dding thc Chairmen of the Mission Boar
jate thc autonomy problem.. .
"On:May77,f1973,;duringfh regular Board of Directors' mccting; the Chairman of :the ¢
' ‘Board of Missions was confronted with scrious charges which dealt principally with'
his refusal to accept the clear administrative guidelincs of FAL's constitution -
gain the autondmy_problem.,(4) He resigned from his office in the midst of the
charges brought against him.' oo I FEAT S

s of thc Board of Directors were to appear before"
rex qucstiqﬁg‘ﬂbbut“thcir pastor's resignation as.. .

. Chairman of the Board of Missions. During that meeting, Rev. Kauffeld was quoted . = -

as saying that unless the constitution and the administrative structure of FAL were .

changed, FAL would finally fall of its oun weight. (5) . Also, Mr. Flynn, a member

" of the Mission Board remarked during the mecting that the Board of Missions would be

Acompletcly,"hamstrung" with such guidelines, that it would not be “autonomous"! (5)

On-Junc.5.:1973," several member

‘the Watcrtown‘congregation to answe

minutes of the FAL BCCD, we find the following: -

In the June 20-23, 1973
n has been committéézifhé BCCD finds nérséripthfdlﬁ“
gteps 1 and 2 of Matthew 18..." i

-~ “In the event a public si
‘warrant or reason for dismissing

"The early part of the afternoon was spent in reading the constitution of :7' S
FAL with the purpose of determining bounds for the BCCD and Bd. of Directors. LT
Tt was the unanimous opinion of the Board members that the constitution of

FAL was in need of revision (6)

ircctors, we read from the report

heir meeting of June 5, 1973,
stor's resignation

‘ : .
3 minutes of the -Board of D
ommittee concerning t
rd of Dircctors concerning their pa

From the June 22-24, 197
of . the Watertown Fact Finding C
with several members of the Boa
from the Mission Board: o

UThat FAL rework its constitution as quickly as possible to correct areas‘

of question” ‘




'That 'Si n's Ev, Lutheran Congreg tion of Watertown, Wigconsin® release

‘its’ funds to FAL"and that such rclease extendjthrough ‘the date of the FAL"
‘Conventio n October._ If, at that time, there is no’ ‘sizéable increase in':
:mcmbership in ‘FAL from the Missouri Synod that’ this congregation affillate
ome other synod and lend its. support to such Synod" ,(7),,

esfof;th Board of Directors of Atgust’20-21A 1973 _the Chairman'of the
BCCD admitted thatrhi “owm congregation had’ worked " out: some. proposed constitutional

He stated further that the Watertown conglegatlon ‘had done likewise and
‘ a v The. Chairman of the

'that-hefeels that unless the Vero' Beach Convention" adopts revisions which it
clarify the - onflicts which exist in responsibility in thc present Constitution
of FAL, that this will be the last year of ‘FAL's existence. - Mr. Zander added " .
tha he feels, in his own mind, that this is the greatest problem facing our
church at thls time._ (8) et ‘

t W1¢ at: the_August 20 21 1973 mceting of the Board of Directors that the‘Board
‘of Dirdctors was told by the BCCD that it would not change their statement on public
~offensc .which in effect always demanded steps 1 and 2 of Matthew. 18. (8) That ' \ -
statoment was- to appear in the workbook of the FAL Vero Beach Convention. Mr. .. -
Zander- also expressed the view that it is 1mp05s1b1e for the BCCD to be responsible
both to the Board of D1rectors and the church body (8) . ' : S o

{

A~hroposed constitut1on was sent . out by the FAL Constitution Chairman prior to the
Vero Beach Convent1on October 1973, to; /all congregations of FAL All checks and .
~balances in the original constitution vould have been rcmoved. The Board of ;
Directors' system would have been t teplaced by amorganization with three boards at;
“its head, all ‘having equal authority and answerable to the FAL Convention. This

constitutlon was’ sent out with no 1dan1ty as to 1ts authors and with secrecy (9)

Because of horrendous internal problemu W1th1n FAL the 3rd Annual FAL Conventlon

of FAL, held at Vero Beach, Florida, October 16-18, 1973, adopted a mew constitution
which was to promote 1nterna1 unity. At that convention the Chairman of the BCCD
and the former Chairman of the Mission Board admltted pub11c1y that they had worked
out51dc -of the old constitutlon "of FAL, T T

A FAL Pastoral Convocation was’ called for May 1974, and was held in Denver, Colorado. »
It was called for the express. purpose of deallng with continued acknowledged internal’

.
problems. : : o , \
"Status Confessionis" was discusscd at length with no one objecting to

the principle. L
-

Two pastors, not presently membcrs of CAL howev01 openly admitted their
congregations were involved in sclective fellOWShlp with LC-MS members who

visit their area on a scasonal basis. This was a carry- over from the days
when they were still within the LC-MS. :

The Fourth Annual Conventlon was held in North Hollyvood California on November

5 -7, 1974. !




T T e

passed,a resolution on September 9, 1974,- ,
ion which was sent to all. congregations of  FAL .

. rcasons for dissolutionl ‘we would submit that the real issue
is n growingxlack ‘of desire to work together.™ This attitude ‘surfaced.
lrcady in 1973, Unfortunately, ve did not come to grips with our
internal. problem (primarily among our pastors) at Vero Beach, = There
vwec attempted to improve the situation ‘structurally and much external
good was accomplishcd But the decper and real problem did not go away.
"He ‘attempted ‘again to have peace by participating in'a much-needed and
long-overdue Pastoral ‘Convocation at Denver in May. And now, it seemed
to some at least, we had resolved our differencecs and desired to go on
as brothers,‘setting our faces in the direction we had bcgun. (11)

At this North Hollywood Convention in 1974, the very first refelcnce wa's made’ to i'
;an alleged doctrinal problem in FAL and this stemmed from the "Status Confessionis'
statement., At that convention, "Status Confessionis ‘was equatcd with selective ¥

félloWship}

,This was’ 1ron1c because in a vritten cport in the convention workbook by FAL men pr
‘'who werc present: at the October 21-22,-1974 Evangelicul Lutheran Confe551ona1 Forum,

we note the folloW1ng L e .

."The 'State of Confession was dis Cussed w1th its poss1b1c application to »

. individuals and congregations still members of the LC-MS." There was complete’
“'agreement by representatives of all three synods that FAL's understanding and
practiceoas..vtated at thG“rALﬁQDn"tltutlpg Convontion of 1971 is the correct

. (12) ”

At the same convention the following resolution was passed:

"It has been moved that any pastor and/or congregation who feels that he
and/or it cannot abide by the rules of FAL (71) or is dissatisfied with
- the operating policies of the FAL should remove himsclf and/or itself from
"FAL in ordcr to allow thosc remaining to gct on with- the Lord's work in
unity. ' :

. : |
s , i ’ L : . :

" Y"Rev. Heiderich moved in connection with the previous motion regarding pastors
.and/or congregations leaving FAL, that if and wvhen thesc requests are presented,

we grant them a peaceful relcasc.”




-1c;{.es ‘of 'FAL . , .
ere’ - no ongcr a part of the: organ1zatiopa1 tructure of FAL
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