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The first Lutheran synod which included Iliineis in its
boundaries was the Symod of the West Tormed in 1835, In 4846
this synod was divided into three separate bodiess The 8ynod of

the West, made up of three congregations in Indiana and points
eastwards The Synod of the Southwest, made up of congregations

in Kentucky, Tennesgee, and
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Because of difficulty in travel the Synod of Illinois was
divided into two synods in 1851. Also, the increase of population
in {he northern part of the state, where Chicago was Tast emarging
as the metropolis, led the pastors in northern Illinois to with-
draw from this body and to form the 8ynod of Northern Illincis in
1851,  Boundary lines were established along an East-West line near
Péorias. The new Northern Illinois Synod listed congregations in

IMlineisy, Minnesota, Wisconsin
Both of these synods jined the
thern 11lincis Synod were men
Franckean Synod in New Yorks.
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Bynod together. They all cooverated in establishisking and main-
taining training schools. Both supported Hillsboro College, begun

in 1846. The school was moved to 8pringfield in 1852, and the name
was changed to Illinois State_ University. This later became Carthage
College, moved to CarthageyIllinoise. (And to Kenosha, Wisc. in 1964)
The school at Springfield was purchased by the Mo. Synod for its
seminary after i1t went under due to Tinancial troubles in 1874,

~

Al of these early synods were affiliated with the General

Synods including the Southern Illinois Synodsformed at Jonesboro in
1856,  The 8Scandimavians had dropped out in 1860 and had formed the

Augustana Synods. They were d%3¢§w0§hted with aberrations in doc=-
trine and practice. There were efforts to maintain confessionalism
in the groups however. President Francis Springer recommended to

the Ev. Lutheran Synod of I1iinois: "an explicit and formal avowal of

the Augsburg Confession and the 8mall Catechism of Luther as beings
J o

j ui @V‘;hCHL of the doc-

ointltys, a sufficiently accurate and faith

Lo

trinal views of our churches and pavégrs”f3n ? 354 rv;;y§i8ui there
were those who didn’t adopt these views as we shall see shortly in
the ensuing reltions with the Missouri Synod.

A division tock place in 1867 when the Synod of Iilionis decided
to withdraw from the General Synod and join the General Couricil. The
Synod was disolved at Mt. Pulaski, Il1l. on Aug. 24, 1867. The group
Joining the General Council adopted the name “Synod of Illinois and
Adjacent States,” and those staying with the Ganeral Synod took the
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name "3ynod of Central Illinois™. Rev. Ephraim Miller was its

president. In 1876 the Genmans (about half of the group) withdrew

e

and fTormed the Wartburg Synced. These men wanted to keep the German

]

language and had as their president J. Do Severinghaus who organized



a school at Chicago.

Shortly after the division of the old Illinois 8Synod the grouo
called "the 8ynod of [1linois and Adjacent States® withdrew Trom the
General Council when the Council would take no definite stand on the
Four Points. This is the group we are specifically interested in, be=
cause that group helped to form the Synodical Conference in 1872 and
later became part of the Missouri 3Synod. The other groups eventually
Pinked up with the UsLeCsy now the L.Cah.

Recards of negotietions with Missouri in 1869 indicate that the
Itlinocis 8ynod stood with Missouri on the Yoctrine of Church and Min-

Ly

;?SLrye,They stated their disagreement with the General Council and

“discussed docltrine and practice. Finally they issued this statement
“la unsere 8ynode durch solche iher Glieder, welche mit
Giiedern de Syncde von Iliinois in haha Berlhrung gekommen

sinds in Er hrJng brachte, dasz innerhalb der letziern noch
bis dies Htundu die bedenkizch steny sowoh! Lehre wie Praxis
betref @ﬁd@ng Zustédnde sich Tinden, so erachtete sie flr den
altlein richtigen Weg zur Herstellung eines rechten Verh#lt-
nisses und vollen Zutrauens beider 8ynoden zu @?fﬁﬂNP* die
fernere Abhaltung sowanhl Tfreier, wie offizieller Conferenz

durch Glieder beider o/ﬂ@dnn; sowie gegenseitigen Besuch un-
serer Synodailversammiungens’

White this sounded pretty good to Iilinoisy Missouri still
wanted to conltinue discussions. C.J. Herrmann Fick was one of the
leaders in the negotiationg between the two bodies. Reluctance to
Join closer relations with the Illinois Synod was expressed by some

PO - . o . X P - S , .
of the members of the Mo. Synod situated in Illinocis, Shortly there-
after, Illineis withdres from the General Council! in 1870 at a con-

£

vention in Lancaster, Ohio becawse of laxity on the Council's part

N

over TtThe Four Points.
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The results of the digcussions of Fick with Missouri were evi-

[l

dent at the 1872 conventions. Even though there were some aberrations

in I1linois they promised to c¢lean them up. Illinois agreed to alliow
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Hissouri doctrine and practice to come into their churches. The min=
utes of that convenlion states

"tes seien noch Uebelstdnde da in Lehre und Praxis: es
habe selbst Klage geflhri, aber es sei, so welit es sehen kiéinne,
nichts geschehen. Die d“ﬂ Pastoren Schaller, Kbstering, Fick,
und die Professoren Crémer und Brauer, welche theils als Del-

egaten bei den Versammlungen Jener Synode zugegen gewesen, theils

sonst im Ber th mit Gliedern der Illinois-8ynode gestanden,
gaben Zeugnisz, dasz sie immer bei allen Synodaten die gr#észte

Witiigkeit gefunden und stets hitten merken k¥nnen, dasz sich die
synode bestrebe; alles in inrmm Kreise nach rein lutherigher
Lehre und Praxis einzurichten. Glieder der I%B?ﬂuvs ~8ynode er-
innerten den Klageftlhrenden daran, dasz seine Ankliagen dochlge-
héért und in St. Loups untersucht und beigelegt worden seiens
s sei damals eine VersBhnung zu Sand gebracht, aber hernach
leider nicht gehalten worden. Die dIllinnis-8ynode als solche,
esp. ihre Beamten, seimn Jedesmal, sobald eine Klage an sie
gebracht worden, eingeschritiens ua auch angefihrt worden war,
dasz in manchen Gemeinden noch uniutherishce Katechismen im Ge-=
brauch seien, so bezeugten die anwesenden rr@d?g@f der Ebows ! 1db-
inodsy8ynodes dasz eine Anzahi von ihnen den Dietrich®schen, an-
dere den alten pennsylvanischen, nocn andere den von Krotel und
Mann ner “ﬁgogeoen@n Katechismus gebrauchtens Unsere friheren
De@egalem bei der Illinocis- byﬁode bezeugteny, dasz damalis schon die
synode sich dahin erkl8rt habe, auf Abschaffung aller falschen
und Anschaffung fﬂcwigl“ubager Bticher zu af%ng“ma Durch alles
bej dieser Gelegenheit Gesagte Uberzeugte sich die u/mmA@9 dasz
die Ehrws Iilinois=8ynode als 8ynode, trotz aller noch in deren
Gemeinden und auch bei einzelnen Predigern sich findenden Schwich-
en und Mingel, nicht nur die reine Lehre bekenne, sondern auch
mit der That sie ireibe und eine der reine Lenre gemésze Praxis
durchzuflhren strebe. Auf geschehenen Aniray stimmte dann die '
Gyhode TUr die Annahme und Gelltung der getroffenen Ver@inbafung;“5

All the while these negotiations were going ons Trom 1869 to

1872 the two synods had some connections already in the school system

of Missouris

"Two students at 8te. Louis in 1870-71 hailed from congrega=
i tions of the Illinois Synode. One of them was among the 37 grad-=
vates in June, 1871. In the fTollowing school year (1871-72) there

A

were 4 students at Concordia Trom the I1linois Svmodg one in the
practical division and 3 in the preseminary department..the clo=
ser bonds between the two synods were evident in the increased
attendance at Concordia in years following.""

fhe Tilinocis Synod wmsolidated with the I1lincis District of the
Missouri Synod in 1879 as it had been organized in 1875. This became
of ficdl on May 24, 16880 at Quincy, ILL. The pastors and congregations

1 £

in geographical I1linois Jjoined the Illincis district, and those in



rict. We mention Missouri
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Missouri joined its Western

Tilinois® dealings with the 3ynodical Conference because today the

fargest number of Lutherans in Illimis are in the Missouri Synod./
Our own Wisconsin Synod is also quite well representied. The

first dealings our infant body had were #%th the old Synod of MNorthern

"The Synod of MNorthern I1lincis was not able to satisfy
the urgent calls coming from rapidly growing German communi-
ties in lilincis and Iowa. Through itis president, C.B. Thuemmsel,
i1 breached the qu@siiar of joint work with the German Wiscon=-
s Synod. Wisconsin was not d ssﬂc33M@d b 1
& o 3

ut no definite Dr@ps
e Sfcandinavian se-
cession Trom the Q’*korh IR 1860, Wisconsin®s

in

were taken on eéTn side. At
i

negotistions were also permitl

red to ceage, O

. - 1 ae s o |

Perhaps Tortunately for the Wisconsin Synod this offer was not
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taken up. 11 was struggling doctrinally itsel
union with the 3ynod of Northern [1linois here would have pullsd it
along into "broad® American Lutheranism and‘evemiuaéiy into the bigger
mergers of the 1920%s and 1960%s.

4,

Trom the

,
=
®
Fowad
)
<&
sn
o]
2
=
&
Zn

Koehier describes the relations of -

fiisconsin point of view on the brink of the Synodical Conference form-

ation:

ergeneouycs

At this November {(1871) m@oﬁing ih@ Itlincis Synod eppar-
ently was represented Tor the first time; at any rate,; when
Bading at the next Wisconsin “VﬁOU (Oshk mhﬂ May30=-June 4, 1872)
afnounced the Tirst convention of the oy1u<iaai Conference, to
take place at his diurch in Milwaukee in July (10th-16th), the
very Tirst committe asked that the delegates to be appointed
(51<ingdm0~n9 Ke=Lrnst, Naqaﬁ -Kusel=Geiger) assure themselves as
to the confessional soundness of the Tilinois Synode The matter
was ih@r@uqhiv discussed, and i1s assigned in the report: =
plausible Kpﬂdﬂd tion is that the 1859m6© dealings with ihe het-

linois bodies ?egarding he T1linois State University
L

o
s 11
were Wecwﬁiédg unu that the original C)un sors of straight con-
Fessionalism in the Wisconsin Synod stood behind the recommenda-
Aggn@ Koehler=-Gausewits-Goldammer, Geog. Gamm=C. Christgau were
the committee to offer it. The Illinois Syﬁod {the original body
in that state, 1846, growing out of the de unct Synod of the West)
was thaogughty Lutheran as may be gathered from the fact that it
very soon (after 1879) merged with Missouri. 1@ had broken away



from the General Synod to unite with The General Council in
1867, but tike Wisconsin had severd i{ts conneclion with the

Council also, on account of the Four Points.™?

In closing, It is interesting {(not necessarily prophetic) to
note that the tide has turned almost in anwmposite direction when
we view the rift in the Missouri Synod today. One hundred years ago
Missouri was trying to urge Illinois into tine and finally assimilated

=

it as a districty, and as a member of the Bynodical Conference. In
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2cent years, [11inois has always/recognized (with the exception of
a Few radicals at River Forest and Wayne Saffen at the University of

Chicago) as the hothed of conservatism in the Missouri Synod. The
eminary at Springfielid, which nad its origins in
synods is considered doctrinally congervative when contrasted with

the Seminary at 8t. Louis. Perhaps we're standing tosclose to history
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to intelligently analyze but we can point tTo t
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that the Faculty of Concordia Theological Semﬁry

assure the President of the Synod of our prayers on his be-
halfy and be it further

RES Qi/fug that we commend him
.X"

Eal
1
for study in the church of thos
of concern Tor over a decade.?!

for the issuance of the "3tatement®
e igsues which have been a source

E) H 7 o~

Only time will tell (if there?s enocugh Jeft) iF¥ this will make
Y g

any difference in the struggle. If i1 is true that Church History
events of major importance occure in hurdred-year increments, can we
~

expect to see a reversal of the roles Missouri and the old Illinois

. -

Synod had at the formation of ihe Zynodical Conference a century ago?l

Will there be a de facto Synodical separation in Illinois again ik

[§)]

that of a century ago?

Mew Orleanss 1973 may glve us some answers
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Carl 8. Meyer, ed. "Minutes of N. Y. Ministerium®, guoted in article
by Lewis W. Spitz in Moving Fraontiers. Concordia Publ. House. 3t! Loui:

Wereinbarung mit der Synode von I1linois u. a.
Evs Lutheran Svynode von Mos Uswe. Bynodal~perichter
Vereindrlickereis, St. Louis., p.90,
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Benjamin H. Pershing in The ;wwyciomﬁdia of the Lutheran Chirch,
Vols 11, Augsburg Fubls House, Minneapolis, MN.s 0. 1116,
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Ja s Neve, History of the Lutheran Church in America, The Lutheran
Literary Board, Burilington, lowa, 1934, 0.228,.
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Je Ps Koehier; The History of the Wisconsin Synod, Sentinal Publ. Co.s
-‘St@ (";QG H.,-f) iv\/‘l!{‘\.ia 9 19709 O ?‘Q‘?@

Ho Otten, ed.®Christian News®, Publ. by Lutheran News, Inc., New
Haverns MO. May 1s 1972y De9s
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In addition to those sources listed in the endnotes the following
were consultleds

Lutheran Cyclosediae. eds. Lueker, Lrwin L. Concordia Publishing
House. Ste Louiss 1954,
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The Lutheran Cyclopedias.ed. Jacobsy Hyo
Seribrner's Sons. Hew Yorks 18599,

Eyster and Haas, J. Chass

The Building of a Great Church. Concordia
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Those following could have been relpful; but they were deemed
inaccessable by this writer: (listed in Lutheran Cyclopedia above)

Proceedings of the I1linois 8ynod(1852-80) in Pritzlaff Library
Concordia Semisarys St. Louis, MO,

Proceedings of the Illineois 3ynod{15846-1867) in Carthage Librarys
Carthage College, Kenosha, Wisce

Proceedings of the 8ynod of the Southwest, also in Carthage
Library.

heranism in America. Fort-



