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THE WEL 8P IMITED

Oftern times, when a preacher wants to emphasize the
importance of regular worship for his parishioners, he will
guote the familiar Rible verse, "Let us not give up meeting
topether, as some are inm the habit of doing.” (He 10:25) We
are never to give up the privilepe we have and the blessings
hestowed uporm us by regular woeship topether as a group.
Cerporate worship is mot to be forseaken.,  There is a group in
the Milwacvkee are which also takes into account the words of the
Apostle, by wmot forsaking the fellowship we have as believers,
and enjoyving the fellowship in the form of pathering together.
That group is known as the Welsmen Limited. It will be of mreat
benefit to trace the history of this organization, to see that

its main directive is gather and engoy fellowship.

I. THE ORIGIN OF THE WELSMEN

Existing in the Milwaukee area, is a federation of about
5560 congregat ions known as the Milwaukee Federation of
Chuwrehes.  The Federation exists to support the area Wisconsin
Lutheraw Hinph School. The Federation is also kKnowrn for it's
sponsorship of Reformation Featival; {Other activities which the

Federation enpages in are a day care center for mertally
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retarded childrern, the aperation of barpain centers, and
gpomscrship of the radico broadcoast "Messapge from the Master.”

It was from this group that a proposal was made bto establish a
Milwaukee wide men’s club. A member of the board wamed Havold
Buglow was asked to serve as the catalyst for the proposed men’s
O o D Morproe Mund, Dr. Charles Kuphall and Dr. Harry Grossert
we three men who assisted My, Buelow in his efforts to form the
LY 3. Pastor Alfred Walther served as the spiritual advisor
for the group. At Divinmity-Divine Charity the mern met in
November of 19735 to discuss the feasibility of such a group.

There was a unanimous opinicon among the group to orpanize. ()

The first meeting of the Welsmern was held at Bt. John's in
Wauwatosa in March of 1976, 18 mer attended. It was at this
meeting that it was decided that the Welsmen should meet at a
restawrant gach mornth for fellowship, and that a comstitution
shouwld be drawn up.  The Fivst dirvmer was held on the second
Tuesday of April in 1976, &3 men attended. On July 13th of
1976, the comstitubtion was adopted along with the name Welsmen

Ltd. and Welsmen Charities Ltd. The group is registered as an
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incorporaticor with the State of Wisconsin.

1. The Purpoase of the Welsmen

The primary purpose of the Welsmen is fellowship. To pet
together and ernjoy the company of fellow Christians is the
primary purpose for the existence of the ocrpanization. The
group has as its secondary purpose the support of charities.
=% of the dues are used to suppert WELS charities. Every Area
Lutheran High School in the WELS has received donations from the
Welemen. The support offered is usually in respomse to requests
presented to the orpganization. One of the most recent
bernefactors of the Welsmen Charities Ltd. is the SBpecial
Ministries Board of the WELB., Along with a donaticn of 25% of

their dues, the Welsmen also support an armual reouest drive.

I111. Who belonaps to the Welsmen?

The members of the Welsmern are mainly from the immediate

Milwaukee area. That is canly mnatuwral remembering that the

Welsmern are an oubtprowth of the Federation. There are members
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whao btravel from Racine amd from Plymoth.  The members from
Farther cut have moved from the Milwaukees area, but desive tao
retain their membership ivn the group. The Welsmern have one ELS
member. The members of the Welsmern are mainly businessmern, Fraom
a oross sectbion of society. The mivimum age for membership is
30, and the oldest member is 90. There are no Pastors in the

Welsmen.

Recerntly., there have been inguiries from other parts of the
state and country as to the makeup of the Welsmern. Through one
of it?'s members, Allen Heckendorf, a group of WELS members from
Appleton have beern in cowmtact with the Welsmen, discussing the
presibility of a chapter of the Welsmen in Appleton.  Alsa
proups from Michigan, Texas, and the Twin Cities have made
inguiries. The President of the Welsmern sees greatest potential
for expansicn im the Twin Cities due to its larpe populaticon of

WELS members.
V. How do you become a Welsmen Menber?

The President of the Welsmenrn states that they desire to
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have people who want to godinme Jodive  The Welsmen do not spend a
lot of momey o time on advertisivng their group.  Their
existernce is passed on by woed of mouth. If someone desires tTo
become a member, he must be brought to a meeting by a sponsaoe
Welsmern. If someorns desires to become a member and makes his
desire known, a reference check is made with the prospect’s
pastor. The Welsmern desire to have members who are dedicated
laymern in their group. The President of the Welsmer desoribed
his group "Not as a service crganization, but an crparnization of

mew dedicated to the Lord?’s service.”

At it’s bepivming, the clerpy were perhaps a little leesry
af a lay run ocrganization of men who desived to be active for
their Lord operating in their own back vard., It toock a couple
af years fooro the organization o eary the trust arnd respect of
the Milwaukee area clergy. One of the armmual funetions which
helped to overcome the stipmas is the Pastor’s wnight, held every
speond Tuesday in May. The mnight is an anticipated event for
the clergy of Milwaukes, a might om which the pastors and

pmrofessors of the area carn engoy omg ancother’s fellowship.,  The

evering has grown in popularity o having an attendsnce of close
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to 400, It prompted a Seminary professor o remark that the
attendance that wmight was like mamuwre, Manwre spread thinly
over a large are does a lob of good, but put together in one

place cnly stinks.

V. A Typical Meeting of the Welswmern.

The Welsmern meet once a month, on the second Tuesday of
gach month. Among his other duties, it is the job of the First
vice-president to find a mesting place. The meeting place is
usually a restawrant. Meetings benin at $:30, with cocktail
hour, and supper at 6:30. On of the things that the President
of the orpganization stated was that if there iz any business to
be taker care of, he tries to do that as guwickly and efficiently
as possible.  With the majority of the members being
businessmer, angd doinp business all day, the idesa is to get away
from business and mot strap themselves down with & long dreawn
ot meeting. They gather to engoy fellowship. IF there is to
be entertaivment For the evening, it is the job of the third
vice-president to firnd the entertairment. The mestinps usually

adjourrn by 9300 pm.



VI. What are the pgoals of the Welsmen?

The Welsmern ave not out to conoguer bthe world.,  With the
recernt dirguiries as to structuwre and possibility for expansior,
the Welsmer are looking into having chapters of their
crpanizaticn.  The President of the organization feels they will
need to have a commor bovsd oo tie them together iF the
organization branches out, because the main pwpose of the
coganization, mamely fellowship, will be physically impossible.
He feels that mere ocubtward structure such as a comstitution will
not be encugh.  He pornders the idea of Television as the link
which perhaps might bind a nation wide oreganization together.
The concept of fellowship would be retained if the chapters
could meet at a waticomal conventicrm. AL of this is mere
gpeculaticn at this podint in time for the Welsmen and thels

appainted leaders.

VIT. Cormolasion

The Wisconsin Synod has a oollege dedicated itself to egquip

the laity of the Syrod for ministry.  The Bynod itself has

adopted a Spiritual Revewal program to dnvipgorate the spivituasl
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life of its pecople. In the midst of the heart of the Wisconsin
Syrmod exists a gproup which is self penervating, & group which
does wonderful things for charities in owre Byrnod, a group which
is lay led and made up of solely lay members, a gproup which does
not forsake the gathering of itself together. The President of
the Welsmen stated many of the members are so active in their
home congregations that they really look forward to an evening
cut inm which they can gust ernjoy one another’s company.  More

poaer bo yvou Wel sme.
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The main body of inforpation came from the president of the

Welsmen, Paul L. Hanpgsress.

The backround of historical information came from a shoet
Phistory privted on the first page of the handbook for the
We l smern.
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contain a File owm the Milwauked Federatiorm, a8 file which was

wsed for background informatiorn.

Varicous members of the Welsmen were used as sowrces, along
with Semirnary faculty through their contact with the Welsmen on

Pastor?s might.



