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Professors Sobuetze ardd  Habeck  state o page 229 of

Shenherd wider Chrdst, "Althoupnh the pastor e called o fesd

a sperific  Floghk, Rhis call alsc inmcludes wivrmding souwls Foor
Chvist’s Kingdom, Certainmly  this ds  dwm  acooed with our
Savicorie mission mandate to oo dnto all the  world and oreach

the Gospel to every creatwee. !’ fAnd it ds wandisoubted that such

missicn  zeal ds to be exoected of svery Faittful minmister in
every church of cons svreod,

s tnat sapsmne

to preach the oosoel o the anehuwrohed

mresent imnm owr ehuroeh G v ? Dertainly it s, Chv the local.

maticmal, amd woorld-wide levels the Lord ds making it possibie

Adn Ui Boaxd News bto tnose who are

for cur mreachers bo peoed

without it.

That's today. But what about the opas The oernerations
of pastors  who have served the Loed's  Hivodeom  From the
bemivming  of owr Wisconsin synod--have they beern Taithful  to
oy Lonnd? & commana, TCompel them to o come in that my house may
oer Fulid”

Moparently  not, acecording Too some. Miwvid  dnm this

wiriter! s memory i am alliepation  out Fordh by oooe of the

speakers at the Mission il whieh ook olace ab Wisoomsin

Lutherarn  Beminary orn Jan. 26, 1984, This speaker, exolaining
the  oubtveach ef forts of oo orew Trevel ~Carvass-Witness
Dyopram.  btried to Force the podwnt that oy men  in past vears

frad beern  "more defenders of true doctrine than soreeaders of

the Gospel.”



To assist him dn makdvg bis  oodnt, an overnead eoector
flashed two pilictwes--the First of & oreacher staunchlv set

pehind his shield of owre dootrine.  ready to Fight of F loose

theolopy, cormternt to  defend  the truth  at  the

(pEnse of

evarnpelism. The second oictuwe was & reoresentation of a

preacher "of todav'--zealously amnourcing the Gospedl I S AT @ .
His nodnt WA Cv S, Aoparent 1y owr orevious

generations  of oastors have strived so vehementlv to maintain

Liem  have bsen

sound dootridme that their efforts at evang
sericusly lacking. They have hid bhebhind their shields of ouwre
teaching and have failled to soread the Gosoel as brey could
have.

Cam this acrcusation be suoooebed?  In the coindiomn of that
gpeaker 1t apparently Car. Ivi the opivicrn of Sremin SGohuastae.
President of owr SBemimary, it cannot. Pfresident Schuetze,
adaressing the assembly from one of the audiernce micronhones.
cited the efforts of cwr Fforefathers to keeo evanpelism  the
focus  of  the cohawroh’s mission, Specificallyv mentioned were
the efforts of one of those veteran oastors, Fev. Shrheacd O
Fayiaw., Rejecting  such  an  ocubrioht blanket accusatiorn,
Hresident Schuetze called to mivd  the Fact that this servant,

who was to be buwied that very aftervoor of Jamuary S6. serveo

as  the first chairman of our syrod? s Dommi Loy o Evarnmeldsn
brack in 19559,

There. That should settle the controversy. Mimisters in

The defernders of

the WELS have beer evarpelizing since )
trne  true  dootrine whom that soeaker mentioned pmust Phave

referred To those pastors hefore that date. Perhaos they were

Y



the ones  whao, acocording to the  soeaker, nave sacel Fioed
evarngelism for the pure doctrine of the church.

But were those sarly pastors really le

spreatderes of the
posnel?  That certainly was wot tuwre  dv the case of ore of
thase servants-—Pastor Herry C. Haase.

Ressisted by, the chwoeh records of several Soothwestern
Micniopan congregaticons, and informed by the memories of some
who remember  Rev.,  Hasase, let us take a look at  this man’ s
career as  a  brug  soreader of the Gospel Trom his Fivst call
vight up wetil his death.

Comsidering his early car

o s mindstey among the
pecole  in Scuthwestern Michigarn, and his undyivg efforts even

i retivement, Pastor H., . Haazse will indeed stand out as an

effective missicr-minded spreader of the Gospel in the Lordis
Mavgodom,

mogo back to Cleveland., Wiscomsin, where

Rev. Haase's o
he was borern on Uoctober 15, 186, The mirmistry was nobthing
styarge to  the Haase femily., His Father, Rev. Julius Hasse
(. 1829) had served a congregation inm Cleveland., and later in
Randoloh, Wiscomsin,

His mother’s Ffamily was established in the ministry as

well. Aocarding to Mres. Paal Schilender, Rev., Hermswv Hagse' s

ifi

daunhnter, maw livivg  in B, Joes e, Michigar, Herry i ¢
prandfather on his mother’s side had studied to be &
missicmary in one of the missiorn societies in Germany. That

was  the bepivding of & Lo Jawe of WELS ministers. This

i1

family, the Popes Dy rname, simee  coming  to fAmerica and



settling in scutheast Wiscowsin, has sernt many youno  sons and
daupghters into the service of the chweeh.

I &ll, eight chwoeh workers-—six pastors and two womern
teachers came from the MHaase Familwv. Herry  was  baontized.
confivmed, and  later ooedained  amd macviesd by nis father
Julius., The inmfluence oFf hig father amd gpramdfather made his
decision for 8 career @asy. He atternded Novtbwestern Colleoe,
Watertowrn, Wiscornsin and later praduated Fvrom the Ludheran
Seminary at Wauwatosa irn (904,

That he was rooted in mission work garly is apoarent rom

ni first call out of the &

i

srdviary. His first ohavce was with
the Lutherarn Anache missiorn  at Fort Apache, frizona. While
there he rnot only served the Indians with the Gosoel, but also
travelled about to cow ranches and preached oftern at the Yuma
penitentiary.

His career as a spreader of the Gosoel was already primed
in these first three yesars of his ministery.  Mearwhile. on the
ather side of f$he continent, the reed for a soreader of the
bospel was developing in Berton Merbor,  Micehinar. Pve dvf s
cof Germarn  dmmigrants  into  the Southwestern Mhichigarn  area
caused the cpoortunity For a  mastor  to serve thenm. Roreview

of the history of Southwestern Michipgarn Lutherans will helo us

to understand  the situation ivto which Rev. Hasse would sooo
ne called.

Whern Lutheranism in Soutbhwe

e Milohingan s conslidered,
the first congrepgation to be menticored i  usually St

Matthew's of Eewmborn  Haoel But it i slear  that St.

~



Matthew's was not the Fivet Loatheran  chween orpanized witn 1w
the limits of the city.

As far  back as 1834, we find that & number of Lutheran
Christians had made repeated efforts to amite  and  Form  a
corgregat i ov. Because  their efforts were not suoporteod by
Lutherarms in  the vicimity (apoaremtly some From the Misscoonei
synod who had already founded a comprepation across  the wiver
v St Joseph) they sent awn appeal to Rev. Phiilio var Rodne,
Fresident of the Evangelical Lutherarn Joint Syrnod of Wiscorsin
arnd other Btates. They ashed for advice and aid in procurisg
a Lutherarn pastor to proclaim the Gospel  in their midet.
Their appeal was raob in vair. The officials of the Wiscormsin
synod  proved  to be  Faithful friermds of the groun that  had
undertaken to organize a cornmrepatior.

It was nmot  an easy matter in those davs to progure a

Lutherarn pastar, The suoply of nastc

was  limited,  and the
demand so great  that some pastors served as many as seven
oreaching  staticrns. In this emerpency, the syrnod  sent  a
pastor that had had very limited excerience, the Rev. A
Croonbreim.

Dwrivg his ministry, & conprepaticon  was  organized wider
the rname of Zior’s Evanpelical Lutherarm Charch. Twa lots were
purchased, on Eroadway betwesn Cataloa and Britain Avernuess, as
a building site for a church. But as the conprepaticor  was
abhout to  begiv  buiiding  ooerations, a  disapresment arose

betweer the pastor and  comogvrenatioor. e A resunlt the

comgrepgaticn disscolved and the building site was losh,

534
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Aoair a few of the FaithFul members apnealed to vor Rohe.
A praduate  student from  the Seminary was sernt, the Rev, k.
Peters. He was installed as  opastor by Rev. F. Bast of South
Havewr on Feburary 15, 1838 in & hall above the White House
Btore om Main Streest.

The congregeticn  iwcreassd  in muamber, and  prosnered

spiritually. It was recrganized and the name chosen was St

Matthew's Evarnpelical Lutherarn Chureh of  Bernton Harbor,
Michigar., Two lobts were purchased om the southwest cormer of
Harrison  and LaVette Strests, ard bere a chweeh boilding was
erected.

Thus, the first chwoh bullding which served the rnewly
fournded St. Matthew' a conprenation was & plainm simcle
structure seating  avound  30@  with a  schoobroom dn the
basement. There were eleven members there to drpanize the
churech inm the begivrming.

A omew trial faced the vowsn comorenaticov. O Pagust o,
1838, the day the chwreh was dedicated. Rev.e Peters resipgned.
The congregation  mow  bad & place to worshio, but no oastor.
Aeting on advice from the president of the Michipan District,
a call was extended to Rev. Pupust Bebhvevdt. Me acceonted the
call and was installed by Rev. Bast on  the last Sunday of
etober, 18498,

Who were these diligent Lutherans who so earmestly worked

to establish a conmgregaticon?  For mow, let us simply  ment iom

that these were displaced Fmarns who had e nradual ly
forced cut of thelr bhomes irn the Udradne area of Ruosia. Fioye

will be said concerning these immigrants later.



Many of these dmmigrants who bad moved within tThe area of
Bernton Harbos oy dte immediate vicinity becames active members
of Bt. Matthew's. Others who lived fFarther away omly attended
whern  opportunity was favorable beceuse of the ooor travelling
conditions of the day.

puch to the oredit of the spivitual  acpetite of these
immiprants, whernever a wmumber of them had settled nesar a bown

o village, they would uidte and

a pastor to serve them
wherr he would fave an ocoporbune time. A proup  of  these
Lutherans who lived in and arcund Steversville anolied to Rev.
Behrendt to  be served with the Mears of Grace and to aid them
iry arganizing a Lutheraw church.  Thus 8t. Paul’s Evaroelical
Lutherarn Chureh of Stevensville was orpanized iv 1900, They
called a pastor from the Wiscomsiv  syrnod, built both a church
ard schood, armd  Flowrished as a comngregation in the vears bo
Tl law. Thus Ht. Matthew' s assisted i fouwnding the

conmrepgation iy its bepirvedng. fhis was the first of six
churches to be launched From S5t Matthew' s.

Ive the suwmmer of 1948, Pastor Behrendt received a call
Trom the Lutheran church at Colby, Wisconsin. He accented and
it was up to Bf. Matthew's to call arcother pastor. Secording
toe the records  of 19808, the ohweh issued a number of calls
which were rebtuwrrned. Thern the comgprenation called the Rewv.
Ha C. Hasse who was, for the past vear ardd & half, serving a
parish iv Stillwater, Mirvmesoba,

Rev., Haase accepbted the call, mueh to the delipht of the

conpragation in Bentorn Marbor.  They were rot looking Forward



v a lomp vacancy for thelr conpregaeticon, which was vebt inm its
infarmt vears.

Rev. Haase was installed as pastor on December 13, 1988,
Although he was just called out of one wission  field a yvear
and  a half e;cliew, the situation was such that he was mow
placed right in the middle of arcther. Bertorn Harbor, &as well
as the area north and east, dug to the immigration of hodeeds
of  Germans  each year, oroved to be a Froaitful Field  for
missior worK.

e he  arrived in Benitor Harbor, Hev.e Heasse! s Caresrs as

pastor, teacher, husbarnd. pvannelist, ard coenarl sen had

immediately begun. On Jaruwary 5, 19949, scon after he arrived,
he took the former Lowise Junn of Randolph, Wiscormsin, as  His
wife. As a lifelonyg companicrm, Mres., Haase not only oroved to
be a Faitbful mother to their three childrer, Bt she  also
agsisted her hushand inm his busy ministry.

Althounh the duties as pastor of the orowing conpregat 1o
wowldd  have keot him busy enoupnh, Rev. Hease immediately bheoaw
teaching school in the basement of  the church building. e
e was occasionally  called away to mimister to the sick, his
yourn wife would take oover. Althouph her mame is not reocorced
amony  the teachers  of  85t.  Matthew's, her assistance in
teaching  the German children Brolish  benefited the school

greatly.

Rev, Haasse taupght all the orades of the school Full-—time

i this  way for tern years. Soor after  World War 10 had

st artend, the school was closed. I't remained closed From 1319

unt il 19E5. At this time it was  the decision of the



conpregation not to Dwredern the workload of bthe nastor. LIS

Matthew's called their Firet full time school teacher, e,

Arvive Jamtz, in 1925,

HEV. Haase's position as a soreader of the Gospel mo
doubt assisted him as & member of  the Michigsn District
Mission  Board., Pecording to chueeh records, his  service o6
this committee lasted Ffrom 1914 bo 1530, Moo doubit thise
position helped him when he would  later olace reoussts  For
pastors forr the people with whom he worked in obber aﬁemﬁ mf
Southwestern Michigan.

Whern Fev. Haase arrived inm Rembon Harbor i the

riamber of  votivg  menbers  in the conpregation was about 7H.
The steady growth  at Bt Matthew’ s reflected well on his
@fforts to gather more into the Lord?s Kingdom.

R menbership  dncreased sacly  im; the 191@ e, the old
church sometimes became overcorowded, and o holidave sone were

gverr  turmed away. Im Fact, duwring the First threes yve

Rewv. Haase’s ministry there, membershio in the congregation
increased by more  tharn  S9% communicards. ot.  Matthew s
gradually grew to @98 vobters, 7860 commordcants, 180 students,
and &2 Sunday schoolers by the time he retirved in 1948,  That
the Lord  made 8t. Matthew' s a Ffroitful vine iv the serviee of

His Hinndaom i gvidernt Ffrom  the wumber of

administrations that were performed during the first il

yaars of her history, with Rev. Haase serving 40 of the S

YEars., Aocording to the  ohweeh there were 1842

paptisms, 1060 confirmands, 775 mareianes, FEE i e s, A

4ty U2 commomed dwring those vears.,



Mere mipht be some historiang who would give less oredit

tor Rev.e Hease for his mission zeal tharm has been givern e,

This is largely fouwsded on tThe theory that he wes placed im &

comgregaticon which  wowld have Flouwrished no matter what  his

efforts  were. They would  suppest  that, piven the steady

imflux of Gevrmane into the area, a urowkh o iy membershio was
irevitable.

Surely this may accournt For some of the growth of this
conpregation. Bot a congrepgaticon  would fall staprmant witheout
a faihful shepherd. It was undoubbtably the sort  of
leadership, employved by Rev. Haase. armed with the messanes of
the Gospel, which was drawivg more and more worshipoers bo 5t
Matthew's early in ite historv,

His character no doubt aided his surcess as & pashor.
Btill  wvivid diw the minds of many today is his mission-minded

attitude. To refute fthose who  would  sunr that he simoly

served those who came into the ares, Rev. HKernit Bledenbevder,
wWho oresently  =serves 56, Matthew's, positively characterizes
Hewv. HMaase as  beinmn Ya L S L oo nastoos, preronetic a&nd
missicrr-minded, " Hig marmer iy conversation was such that he
Wwas an "irresistable, norestop evarmelist.

Rev. BRiedenbender goes on to describe  bis direct and
Frank method of witressing in this way: "Irve less  tharn  two
minutes of  conversation, e owould  be aslivm oyou iF you! re
DY &Y 4 Vi) . He would gooowight bo falking about vouwr faith 1ife.®
That some peoole were natuwrally bugoed Dy bis manmer 18 sure.

Bome may have felt wmcomfortable v such a situatian. Bul he

- 1@ -



pot eipht to the podet. Heotw was & maor who coulo do that, !
ramarhs Rev. Riedernbewnder.
Re & mission-minded pastor in a growdng comprenation with

a prade school, Hewv. Haase's sohedule was as filled as it

could bes TNer matter what time of the day oo miont it Wam,
his daughter, bMrs., Faul  Boehlender vecalls, "he was  always
woatking on samething. "I he was looking for Fifiy excuses
Foer riot Following through on a  pastoeal  task, he could have
Ffound them, Rev. HRiedenbender comments. "You don't need a
calcuiator to Figure that out.”

Although he was & tireless  worker, Rev. Haase still fock
vime ocut for o his o Family. Tach year, according to his

daughter, the Ffamily would leave the busy ocavsorage For a

vacatior. A relative from Wisconsin cwned a cobbtage on a lake
i Mivrmesota, a orivilene which & pastor could  mot aFford i
those davs. This location omrovided the Hasse Familv a wesk
lovmg vacation sopot twe o three times vurinmg  their vears at

5t. Matthew's,

Sometimes  the Family visited relativesn

31 Rarndal o,
Wiscornsin during the summer. Eut ofter the pastar’e schedule
and  fimancial situaticon orevewbed them From veartuwring Farther
than the Sister Lakes area, just Fifteern miles to the wast of
Berntoon Harboo. There the Haase family would rent a cottane o
a lake ard vacatior foorr & weel,

Rev. Hasse? g energetic, COAT DO T missdcr-minded
attitude served not only his Family arnd his own conprenat ior
iv Bewtorn Harboe. It is  eclear that, as am unselfish soreader

of the Gospel, he reached out to serve peoole throughout the

i -



Southwestern Michigan  acea.  Those  conorepgaticons  which  he
helped to establish testify to that point well.

Whe o were these people, these immigrants From Dowaniac,
from boedus,  and  from BEaw Claire, who were in reed of the
Bospel message? Ond why did they settle iwn  this area?  Much
had teo do with their backorownd and ordigi.

This preat immigraticon irmto Michkiosn From the old oty
was caused by certain restricting laws that had beewn passed by
the Russian Duma, Timitivng the liberties of fthese German
settlers. They had been invited to come to Russia to Melno

advarce her culbture and meos

LN

Thousands of Germans  had  accepted the invitatice and

settied iv the provivneces of west B Fussia, aweh were

develaping  the resowces of the rich and fertile larnd. They
lived irn colonies o villages and were alwavs L ivig bhe
standards of Iivelihood.

The native Russians looked uporm the thrifiy Germans, whom
they comsidered to be Fforeipgrers, with @nvy and  reoroach.
They petiticned the Fussian pgovermment to restrict these

Germarns from holding oroperty viphts and corduct ing schools dn

the German lanpuane. Mhese restrictiors orovobed the settlers
T ook around for movye conpernial SUFPOLE L T s,

I 18394, the first of these immiprants settled in  the
meighborhood of  Bentor  Harbhor  at Sodus. The information he
sent hack to his friends iv Volhyrmia brounht obhers, Soon the
movement spread until there was a steady flow of these German

Lutheramns to this sechion of the ooy,



Herause these immigrants were of the Lutheran faith, they
scught  a Luthersn  pastor for services onee they arrived at
their mew  homes, Hince Bernton Harboe was sasily available,
the pastoral services offered there by Rev. Haase atbtracted
them. From Eau Olaire, Sodus,  Waterviiet, Dowagiac, and
Coloma, they came to have btheiv childrer bantized ard
instructed, and spirvitual care admivistered in time of reed.

Mary of these immiprarts who had moved withiv the limits
of  Bernton Harbor became active menvibers of  St.  Matthew! s.
Others that lived farther away crly atternded when opoorturnity
was Tavorable.

Theiy reed For better, comtinual spiritual care  was
ohvious, In Russia, daily devotiorns iv the bhome were to themn
a way of 1ife,. Or Bunday  mornings  they had been well
accustomed to many howes of travel  in orecer to join with orne
anather in  Christian fellowshio and gprayver. That element of
fellowship was noticeably lacking in their rew countiry.

This little pgroup of Lutherans, finding themselves among
pecple  who spoke a different  lanpuapge, peverally kept to
themselves. HBooially,  they more or less excluded themselves
from cutside influences. Dwring the waek, while the men were

Kept guite busy working  at  the shon o i

e Fields, and

while the womern had  enough  to de in caring . Tor their

households, everything went  weli. o Dundave and o
holidays they felt somewhat LI REY ., Bomething  vitally

important  seemed to be lacking in their 1ife. Their minds

were troublied. They mis

ed their wsual Hurday worship in a

chureh.



Although many covtivued to hoald devotions v thelr bomes,
they felt that more was needed. They wmissed the fellowshio,
the strength  which comes to orne when many bearts are Jolned
together iwm a common Faith. But  most of all they feldt their
children reeded better to be taught to Know their Savior and
His Woord.

As a missionary-type pastor, the pager assistarnce which
Rev. Haase offered in such a situation was only natwr-al, e a
mar  with the erergy and interest in peocple, he responded
Joyfully to their  call foor help, ever thounh his woorkicad at
Bt. Matthew' s was as full as it couwld be Ffooro ove  wmaw  to
hardle. Irvi the best interest of God's Kingdom. Rev. Haase
worrked among and Finally helped to establish no less than fouwe
conmrenat ions.,

I the histoey of 8%, Matthew s, these six daughter

compregations are mentiomed:

Bt. Paul’s, Stevemsville, im 190

~

oG
i

o Dowagilac, dn 13218

t
te Tt
+

« Faul’s, Bodus, in 1912
Grace, Eau Claire, in 1322

Brace, Bertor Harbor, ivn 1945
Good Shepherd, Bentorn Harbooe, in 1955,

The congregation i Btevernsville has  alveady been
discussed. Good Shepherd of  Berteorn  Harbor was founded after
Rev. Hasse's retbtiremernt. But the conmpgrepations in Dowangiac,
Bodus, Eauw Claire, and east Berton Harbor all were establisheo
duwring this man's mimistry at 5t. Matihew's. Rs we consides
the early histories of each of these churches, rotice the wav
the Lovd used his faithful servant, Rev. Haase, to assist them

inm becoming established compregaticons.
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ST SN 8, DOWSEIAC

There were alveady, at the time of this immigprant inFlux,
a mumbey of chweches  dn Dowaniac, but they all conducted
gervices in English. floee inportantiy, wore of them oreached
the doctrines of the Lutheran faith. Fimally, after much
consideration amomp the Germarns settled there, it was decided
to send a delegation to the wearest Lutheran church to consult
with and seek the help and advice of the pastor  who  was
serving there. A delegaticon went to St. Matthew's inm 1908 and
spoke with Rev. Haase.

He was preatly pleased that they had come to hin. He
readily offered to give his help in any way he could, and, as
it twrned out, he Keot his promise FaithFully,

Az  the pastor investingated the situatior iwm and arcund
Dowagiac, he was cornvinced that these peoole should be served
by the church. A cormgregaticn was soon organized in their
midat. With the consent of Bt. Matthew's, services were obepun
i the howme of phe, and Mrs. Heilwmeich Raoh dw 19009,

Rided by the somewhat reliable transportation of fered fay
the interurbarn, Rev. Haase served those Lutherans in Dowaniac
whernever they ecalled on him to do so.  He matural ly did mot
have & lot of time to pgo out  during  the weel because he was

teaching schaol  iwm his  own commrepation, But he guti fully

travelled to preach for them om Sunday  afternoons whenever

tThey asked him. Dometimes, if the rne ity arao

2, he stayed
overmtight and travelled back the mext moocring.
Rlthounh Rev., Haase was Ffaithful to his mromise and did

all he could to guide this little group, circumstances made it



impossible  For him always  to po to Dowaniac when he  was

e}

m@geded. His duties to his ocwn congrepation and the distanece

oo ke travelled wmade it difFicult For Pim. ften these
settlers were left withowt the pastoral care they felt they
reeded,

Cormseauent 1y, Reve Haase sent an appeal  to the  synod
asking them to send & theclopical studernt to Dowapiac. Svrund
complied with his reguest and  sent  Kurt Geyver to 5t. Jobn’ e

sometime  dn the  summer  of 19, Me comtinmued o conmguct

woorship services in the bome of M. Rach.

Af Ly e, Gever retwrned to school, & call was oromptly
st o the Rev. Jobarss J. Rowkle. This call was  owickly
accepted. Thus, the comgregatios was Firnally om its Feeb.

That the Looed bas blessed this  Siny  groun over the years 1s

@vicent fors Taday 8t., Jab’ s serves
1 2

cednmuni cant s, and 390

baptized souls  dn Dowagiac.  Its Christian Day schogl offers

"

glementary educatice to 36 of this conmgrepation’s ohildres.

BT. PO E, 50DUS

Aosimilar condition was Founmd  in oand arownd Sodus. Bne
immigrants  there bad already becomes members of &§t. Matthew s
evers hefore 198049, Bt that time, tThey came to the chweeh in
Berntor Marbor bo wertsbd o, But o as omoree Latherans moved ioto the
Bodus area from the old country, the Sodus  oroup Felt that it

had  grown sufficiently  larpe to merit a chwoh of ite ol

Rev. Haase agairn a

the situation, arvict Foanned that their

claims were valid, He Foouordded St. Pauwl’s ohwreh in

At First servicss were held in the hones of members, bot

thew it came to thess people’s attenticrw  that & Methodist

e i {-J



chweeh be Bodos was Forr sale.  Rev. Haaswe, thern the cohalrman

of the Missicor  Board  of the Michigan District, arranoged Fooe
its purehease with mission funds, Fracther commrenation rose to
ite feet.

The

Faithful woershiposrs were served For the mext four
years by Rev., Haase. Firnally, after calling for some time, a
pastar,  Hev., . Walter Hillmer, accepted the coall to S5t
Paul’s im  191&. Over the yvears, Sodus compgrepatioon has been
served by five octher Faithful  shepherds. Ancther  prouo of
immigrants  and  their following gererations blessed by the

Lod? s puiding hand, this chureh  wmow sumbers 312

membere and I85 compunicants;  their grade school educates 36
youmg peanle.
HERODE, BEAU CLAIRE

Oy November 3, 1921, 12 mern represerting German Luatheran
families in the vicinity of Eau Claire, met with Fev. Haase in
the barnk buildivng of Eaw Claire to discuss the oossibility of
patablishing &  Lutheran churech  in their  villane. It was
decided to investipgate the owrchasing of & vacarnt ohuech
building which would serve as their mlm&@ cof weorshd .

Hs  the fFollowing cormvespondence shows, the oaperwoerk Foe

the congregatior  drn Eaw  Claire, acs well &z the Firmancial

responsibilities  dnvolved,  were uiderbakern by Rev. Haase andg

Fis congrenaticon v Bewbon Marbor,

Rev. H. 0. Haase, B
Trustess

syl ey Hage ke
5 of the Firs

Kh i Dear Bir, The

t Methodist Eplsconal Chuwrch
of the first Methodist Episcooal Choreh of Berton
Marhbos, subiect to the aporoval of Dr. J.0.

oo, subject to the avorovel of Dr. J.00 Willitts,
ietrict buperintendent, will sell the Methodist
fpisocaal chueeh to yowe people om the Following

[




TR w0 T precos it dor wi 1D be sabmitbted too D,
Willitts forr his aporoval at once, and 0F acoroved,
we will have an abstre apared,  arnc youwr people
can make a deposit, and take poss o oof the
oranerty., (Bigred by WA, Haney, Secoretary, Board
of Trustees. Apmeoved Dy Johy O Willitts, Dist-
rict Buperivtendent, Miles Distwict, LT L,
Mlichigern, Movember 11, 19%1.

N

Oy December 31, iBEly the congrepastion was orpanized
wndler the vame of Grace BEvarngelical Lutherarn  Church  of  Eau
Claire, Michipan, anch At was dncorporated under that mame.

The dedication of the purchased

churehlr  was held on Sentember

24, 1982,

RArza i, Rew . Haase served as the firet mastor of a rnew
covimyregat ioon, Mfter ke led them Ffrom November 3, 1921 until

i g

February 19, 1928, a dual carish agresmsnt with  5t. Johe' e of

Dosagiac  was  struck. Three otber pastors would serve bobh

[alah 4

aticons  urtil  the Fivst resident pastore, Rev.,  Norman

heparm his ministry in Eaw Olaive in 19356,

tradually the lLord blessed Grace Church, and the fruaits

o His Word have caus

it o Flourish. Tor date. this
conpgregaticon serves 293 communicant mempers, and 498 baotized
St ] g, The  rwumber of studerts in theiv Christian Day school
VW v bers 5,
ERACE, EORT BENTON HARROR

Duwrivg the  First  thirty vears of the comgregation in
Bernton  Harbor, those members of S5t. FMatthew s who resided on
the east side of tows comtinued to fravel over the poos roads

ire oeder bo attend evioes  and  school. Time had come to

discuss the fowding of & second Lathersas  chureh  in Herdon

Hear oo, Oeveral members of

oo PMatthew' s were willing o &id



tablishing & wmisslion of the gast side to Form & nucisus
arourd which amother comgrepgaticon could bepin.

Board, on the weouest of Rev. Haase,

The District
called Rev., E. Berg to take charoe of  the  missioo. Grace
Lutheran Churoh was thus fourded in May of 19463,

Comtivuous mreowth bad  since  made relocation Fooro this
congregaticn necessary.  MAFter moving to its wmew locaticon in
5t Joseph  dn 1967, Grace Chaweoh bhas been serving & mission

field all its cwr. This congrer

raticom is still prowing racidly
with a oresent wmembership of 1851 communicants  and ‘1694
baptized souls. That these wmembers sre concerned about the
pducation of  their childrern is  evidert Ffrom the rmumber of
yourpeters  in their scohool. T this date they educate 196
childrern in prades kinderpardern through eight.  Obvicusly this
ig  ancther case of the Loed working theough His osople to
iy the Good News to more  and more peonle in Bouthwestern
Michinan.

Although these conprepgations  were on their  feet  and
walking, Rev. Haase did nobt  step ocut  of the oicture onece he

had founded them. Still in the memory of his  de

P e, My,

Raul Sohiender, are the times whern the pastors From Dowapiac,

Sodus, Eauw Dlaire, and Bentorn Harboos would  come  to Rev.

Haase’s repularly. 8t. Matthew's hal become & @ central

Location  where  they would meet-- a nathering olace For  the
pastors of the area.

Those are  the fruits of  the ef

wts of  bhe Lovdis
senvarnt, Hewv. H. O, Haase. At least  those were  the thinos

witieh ooowrred wo bo 1948 duweing bis 4% vear ministry  at S,



Matthew? s, By Ehis time, Rev. Haage

was &6 vears old, andg

-

thirking about retiremernt.
Ivv  owr  day, retirement does rot seem all  that  wousual

onee & minister aporoaches the age of 6% o 7R, Bualt iw 1945,

the idea of retirvement Ffrom the ministiry was ot S0 Commor.

The g@m@wal e marny mivisters thern was to "die inm the
saddle, with my boobs oo, ¥ Too retire, in bthe minds of some,
was considered to be unfaithful to the pastoral cali.

Oftern  this was not the best attitude For a pastor  to
have. Home comgrepations have wrfoarturnately pome staprmant
under the waning lesdership of a pastor me Tomger effective to
hie wcall as he onee was.  Badly, there have besn conmreggations
which  have suffered because a pastor refused to wnsel Fishiy
realize that he should step down and hand the reing cver bo
vouwrger shepherd.

Buch a selfish attitude was Fforeipm to Rev. Haase. His
decisicon oo rebire dn 1948 was, iv his mivid, For the benmifit
af those whom he served.

Durimg the last twe vears of his mindstry, he felt thaﬁE

to puide the conmgre

ation o undertake the larpest project in

its history,  that of the building of a new sof

cnle was bhe
task for a vourngers mar. Therefore, in  the regular meeting in
Maroh 1968, Reav e Haase suggested that the mabtter should be

discussed. Or Aoesdl 9, fthe

viobers? &

sembiv meeting

i the Risthory of &b, Matthew' s passed the

el 4 can

wrardmously that another pastor shouwld  be called to take over
the respomsibillities of conducting the covmrenathon,  Dendrming

v January L, 1949,



@on A this humble way, Rev. .0, Haase cetired feom the
active ministry  at  St. Mabthew s. However, usinp the diveot
chgervation  of  Hev, Biledevbender, we nobtice thaet "me  didw't

Just dry up amd dig!”

~
o
i
jud

sl gy

The Nowbhwestern  Luatherarn, iv December 1973, deseri
his retiremernt vesrs in this way: "Filling vacarnt pulpits amd

preaching for mis

ary Festivals kept the First 200 vears of

retirement relatively active.” Actually, "relativelv active"

1% am understatenent.,

Comeider the followimn article from  the News-Pallaciumn.

the local Bernton  Harbor rewspaper. It apopeared om May 28
l@ﬁ&”"hﬁﬂvfull vears after his official "retirvemsrnts  "5Stiil
active irn church woel, the Rev., Haase preaches in the abpserce
af  Rev. Werdland &t  5t. Matthew's, and %ub%titut&@ in area
chuwrohes when called uoom.

Céﬁtaimly the yesrs n "rebivement” were rnot idle ores.

ARoain the News—Palladium, om sy

=18 yearse after his

retirement offers the Following ivn an  article et At Led,

"Retired Mimister Won't Retire:®

The pastor emeritus of St. Matthew s Lotheran
Chureh, the Rev. MH.O. Haase, a retiree who
refuses to stay retired. Rty alert, and in
grcellent health de ite his 81 years (sic), the
mindster serves the Wiscornsin e as suoply
pastayr, and as such, preaches cmeniace almost
gvery Suncay. Yesterday, hne oreached rnot one,
but two sermons, one in Sturpis at Sam, &nd the
other in Ratble Creek at 1lam. Recently he was
Featuwred spes at two centernmial ohwel oele-
brat: i the syrod. Ard he vecelves staoks
of drvitations For soeaiking enpagemerts——more
thar he cowld possibly Fill.

is

Thus, Rew. Mo s

SRV T B ol T

S ComghreEnat oons whi o

e helpoed to establish more than 52 vears earlier.



Rev. Haase remained a ver
advarnced age. His 1ife, bhad,

illvess, with the exceotion

¥

P

sooaind e Fellow, even in his

e bo o, beern Fres From ma)oe

of & bydef bout with RKidney

B OVIEG. Ther it seened as thounh an unforturate Fall would

rivg his active oost-retiremerdt mimistery by

After his wife Lowise had

imto an apartment a black o

DA

DT e

@d away  diw LIE7,. he moveo

Fram the churceh. e everning,

as he  wert  out  his doos to get the Daper, he slioped, Fell,

arntd cracked Mis elbow. He lived alowe at the time, but he rnow

needed daily therapy for his

his  Family and  Feiends, be

AR T REP Y Mfter much prodding by

residence at Shoveham Terrace

Highway in 8t. Jossoh.
At firet he  wWwas  very

T

mereonatle fellow that he was,

reluctantly  apreed to take up

home o Red  Arrow

wnhapny there. Bat moorm hRis

siove-minded  attitude resurfaced. Beirng  the taliative,

gvern  irn his ol age, he soon

had his  ows Little congrepation there ivw Shoreham. Ther he

was content to stay there,

served himn during those vears,

"

gifferernt personality, but Rewv.

He loved ta talk. Meyry soooy e would be tallkivng religi

Rev., Hiedernbender, who
Other pastors mioht have had a
Haase was not the oulet type.

Lo b

the peaple there. The old folks who  were  arowsd  FBim Just

loved that attentioon,

e Northwestern  Lubtheran  attests  to the wyryovahnle

situatiocon which was afFforded &

Dy his abituary, recorded in 1975, this is

e ., Hasse and  his  stay

convalescent home for the lasth

s

at

Rev., Haase in this atmeo

S OFE .

, CHTE T g

fhe  homes "Liviwmg  dnm &

Few vears provided ooooetunity



for @ persoral mimistry to Fellow resident e

pometh i whi ol
Pastor Haase enjoyved. !

Hetually, it can be oroperly wobted that the mimistry of
Rev. H.C. Haase never really experienced rebirement-——at least

mot urtil the Lord called him Bome at the ane of 91 vears,
O Bumday afterno having abttended worshio in
the mmﬁﬂiﬁg, Fastar Haase erioved an opDey hogse
b e of his his 91st birthday. On the suc-
ceeding days he aooeared to be dn pood healtn,
but iv the early hours of Thursday, October 18,
the Lord called His faithFul servant home peace-
Fully irv his sleen. (The Norbhwestern Lubtheran,

December, 1973)

Finally, the lLord called His Faithful missionary Dnto
true, peaceful retirvemert. The mission zeal which this nasteor
carried with him throunhowt Ris ministry can  be summed up by
the words  of  a man whose wife had been in the TS LR hone
alormg with Rev. Haase. Mt hds Tuneral, this man remarded to
s, Haul Schlernder: YT ocan’t cormvines my wife that your
father is dead. She thinks he should be coming i oand oraying
with hert?

Bueh was  the mission zeal which accompanied him later in

life, Buch was the missios zeal which D D&

VEARTE @arlier
amovn the Apache  Indians  im Arizons. Dueh was the mission

eal of the Lod? s

ervarnt,. Rev. H.C. Hasse.

Was this man a deferder of pure doctring, as that soeaker

at the 1984 Missiorn Seminar assumed? Cartainly he was. Thowse
whicm he sevved received God’s Word ivm ite truath and purity day

after day, week after week. But did he carey bthat doctrinally

sound shield at the exvernse of  evergelism? @rtainly not!

Nokdn his early caresr, wnot in the prime of his MAirmistry, and

ey s
— ot . -
A tat



certainly not i his retivemernt ! That allegation was a hasty

gemeralizatiorn comceived to make the speaker?s shallow point.

It certainly do

vext o apoly wrdversally bto oowe F

ey past o,
Tt certainly doss  rnotb apely  dw the ministry of Fev. H,C.
Herm e,

.2t his efforts  among the Lord’s  shees soead foe
themeelves., Those  daughter  cornprenaticons  Foumd iv bim a
oersonable missionary who WERE T 6 thars willivg to lend a hand
too advance the Hingdom of Bod iy Soubthwestern Michipar.

et those who krew  him and who recognlzed his stroog
attitude on evarpelism testify o the Fact. Hev., Bisdernbernder
comments, "He would have besn a cyarker-tack of a missionary.
Me pot down to the heart of the matter winht awav. - @ ooy ed
Canvassimg and  was  very  personable. ? Fev., Meters of Bodus
refers to him as "the missionary-type pmastor, the ' Father’ of
Sodus ohuwroh. His som—iv-law, Me. Paul Schlender telis us
that "he was a well-versed marn., He used to talk to pecole
Aluays about Jesus, evern whern he was down there in the Fome, "

Rev., H. L. Haase-—a defender of the true doctring? He
certainly  was! But, as it has beev shown throughout nis Lo
mivietry on this earth, he was muach  more a spreader of the
Goepel. Agairn, the words of  one of his SUCCESE0MS makes it
clear: "His marnrer was  such  that  he was  an irresistable,

wristonpahle evarmelist-—eneroetic e missicor-mingded,



Aistorical and hiograonical information used im this oresertatiown
has come from the following sources:

January 1984 interview with Rev. Kermit Hiedenbender, oastor

af 8t. Matthew'sy Bentorn Harbor since 1985,

Jarnuary 1984 interview with Rev. Herry Peter, castoe of S5t
Paul’s, Sodus since 1961

Jaruary 1984 interview with Mr. and Mrs. Paul Schlender of S5t
Joseoh, Michipgan, son-in-law amd daughter of Rev. Haase.

The Boldew Armiversary Booklet of St. Matthew's Comprengat iom,
Hewbon Harbwoe (1948).

The Conporepaticms of the Michipan District

Variocus Conprepational Records from Grace, Eau GClaire
Church History of Dowagiac, Michigan

The Northwestery Lutherar, December, 1973,

Shepherd Under Christ, by Schuetze ant HMabecoh.

The News-Pailladium, Mav

Ihe News-Palladiuwm, Jaruary 5,

The News-FPalladium, May 56, 1968,

Statistical N of the Wisconsin Evarmelical Lubtheran

Syl Foos




