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The question I wish to answer in this paper is
“Why did the Augustena Lutheran Church not join in the
founding of the United Lutheran Churéh in 1916%% Meny
people have felt that Augusbtana refused to merge because
of doctrinal reasons. They think the Swedes were more
congervative than other members of the General Youncil.,
However, I wish to demonstrate in this essay that the
Avugustena Synod stayed out because of language end
ethnlec reasona,

Pirst let us consider the background in “weden from
which the Augustena Synod and its 1@3@@?8‘@m@rg@d@ The
flrst thought which must be kept in ﬁind is that the chuwrch
and the state af@ united., All citizens ere esutomatically
members of the church and pastors are officers of the
state. They havé jurisdiction in their particular area.
These facts should be kept in mind because, as one will
see, they will explain certaln ections of Swedish pastors
in the United States.

But the fact that there was a state church in Sweden
does not mean that there were no religious movements within

and outgide of the church. The first movement one needs

.,
to take n@tg@f is revivalism. In this movement emphasisg
was placed on individual converaion rather than doctrine

or loyalty to the church. In the labte eighteenth cen-

tury followers of Count Zingzendorf did mission work among
. . A co e

the Lapplanders and in this wé% brought their influence

'into the meinstream of religious life in Sweden. Revivalism

was combined with the orthodoxy of the state church to make
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what was known as "0lder Pletism.
After 1800 however, there arose a new form of pletism
known es “New Pietiem." Mattson says ebout this move-

ment g

stence on a personal 6x=
n end grace, a t%@d@n@y to
> Trom those areas of 1life which
forldly” end an avid’
1 literature. Dencing,
2570 Y the theatre were lookad
won a8 evil in which the faithful must
gum@ow no @ﬂm@mmgﬁaﬁﬁﬁ pa ticipate.

Th@ t@mp@vam@@ movement in Sweden can be traced back o Jf
this time, In Lars Eabg@%&ﬁﬂ day, the pietistic move- . '
ment was led by George S@@tﬁg an English Methodist,
end Cerl Hosenius, a Swede converted by Scott.

Henric Schartau, a pastor in the university ecity
of Lund, spolke out against this subjectivism in Christe-
lanity. Doctrine should be baged upon God's Word and not
plous feelings. "Clarity of doctrine, especially as regards
the order of salvation, reform end renewal within the
church and greater faithfulness to orthodox Lutheranism
were some of the aebiding lgglv@n@@s of this spiritual leader
which were continued in the tradition of the Augustana
Church, ¥&

Thug, for the most part, the men who founded the

Augustene Lutheran Church were, in the main, confessional

Iutherans. H@MOV@EQ they were tinged with pietism which
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could cause them to be unilonistic and look upon those of
a sbricteor confession as dead orthodoxy.
Now let one congider a man who emerged from this

b&@ifﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁg Lars BEab] @?mg”f@ﬁnﬁ%?isﬁhth@ Augm@@@ma.

Imtheran @h@?@lﬁ Because @E hﬁg aet%a&g in é@@t

>d of ¥ " ﬁtb%fn Alllﬂ@lgg b@ is

leaving of the Sym

upon by many as & @@mg@@vativaa In 1 609 when Augustbane

was @roattd he was faﬂyly conserva ‘ivga But up . @rtaj

that 1 pime & yw@ﬂalt of this man @morg@@ th@% shows bsm
to be quite lib@ral in his bolz@ea and pfa@&l@@ﬂg & @}ujﬂ

of the religious environment d@gewzb@d ab@vc

Lars Esbjorn wag'b@?n in 180f. He was ordained in

1832, Seven years laber he himselfl experienced an

aweakening® or at least an intensification of his owm

spiritual 1life. He did not observe striet confessicnal

fellowship practices.  Rather he assoclated biﬂgélé with

Methodists and Presbyteriens. Esbjorn went so far as o

become involved in the Sedish Missionary 5@@i@@yg'in%@ﬁ%

confessional in character end orgenized in 1835, |
Bsbjorn was._concerned eboub his fellow countrymen

who has @migﬁabod to Ameria's Middle West. He resolved
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to help them. Arriving in New York, he first was associated

with Olof Go. Eo&gtﬁomg Methodist missionery in New York

harbor, Hedstrom offered to halp him in his work. Later
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a certain Unonius, a Swede ordained by the ﬁpigcgpal Church
who was doing Swedish mission work in Chicago, offered
help to the young SwedisheAmerican Church. Both of these
offers were rejected. Thesge facts are often pointed %o
a8 ovidence of Esbjorn's conservatism. Bub what is left
out is that Bsbjorm did accept help from th@ Americen
Home Misslonary Soeciety, a group supported by @@mgrggaﬁi@mw
alists. This was clear unionism. |

Esb jorn eppears to have grown morse congervative whﬁn
he reached Illinois. There was an outbreak of cholera.
Esbjorn was felled by it and was forced to staey in Chicago
while his party went ehead to s@ttl@‘gﬁar the Mississippi.
Vhen he finally afwivédg he found his gmup split and many
stolen away by sects. Perhaps Esbj@rn'raalizgd_th@n he
could not meke common cause with other Christien denomi-
nations. He published a tract appealing to the Swedes of
the Midwest to remain true to the Augsburg Confession eand
the Small Catechism.

However, Bsbjorn had not become conservative enough.

He soon effiliated with the Synod of Nerthern Illinois w@%@ )

e i ®

doctrinal statement merely said that the Augsburg Confession
was "mainly @rrect. " People have tried to apologize for
REaebjorn’s unionistic behavior. They have pointed out

that Esbjorn did not went to isolate himself end thus
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repeat the same mistake Wew Sweden on the Delaware made.
Others point to the fact. that Esbjorn insisted upon & much
gtricter doetrinal position for his Swedish churches then

put forward by the Synod of Northern Illinois, Still

others have sald that Esbjorn enticipated a greafd influx
of Scandinaviens Fhi@h would lead to their d@miﬂ@@i@m“@a
the Synod of Hortern Illinois end also cause & @h&@g% in
that body'e doctrinel p@gitigne

The fach remains that Psbjorn joined & %raﬁp.@h@% hé@

a very weak doctrinal position. In pra@ti@img Seriptural

followship principles, one does not join a group in hopes

that it will become more confessional. As t@'th@'ml&im

.that Northern Illinois was Egbjorn's only chence to cease
to be isolated, let one remember that the Missouri Synod,

having been orgaenized in 18L7, was only a hundred miles

down the river in 8t. Louis. If Esbjorn could break ethnie
1ines by joining English end German people in Northern

T11linois, there would have been no problem in joining

Migsouri.

Egbjorn's lack of confessional principles showed ite

aplf soon after. He wes on a commibbee which recommended
that the Synod of Northern T11linois join the General Synod.
True, he maintained thet this ection was not an avowal of

the Ceneral Synod's doctrinal position. But as long as the
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Seandinavien churches were nobt disturbed but allowed to

)

"ollow their own beliefs and practices, Esbjorn did not
break off his incorrect fellowship practices. Thus Efi%ﬁ
Norelius ecould write, "Esbjorn wes at that time (1853)
unionistic and remeined so until 1860 as well as most of
the members of the synod, that is to say, they belleved

that it was possible to work together with those of a

different confessional standpoint in a synod created for
churchly purposes.

In 1860, the crisis ceme which maﬁ@ Egbjorn and méat
of the other members of Augustanda realize that their
unionistic practices were wrong. A college had been
ereated in Springfield in order to train men for ministry
in Northern Illinois., The Scandinavians were granted a
professorship end were supposed %o send their men to this
school. That pr@%@agap was Esbjorn. At the school Esbjorn

A
sew the false docrine with which the Scendinavian students
were being infected. He therefore resigned his post end
spoke out for ending fellowship with the Synod of Northern
T1linois. The Augustena Lutheran Church was organized
in Jefferson Prarie, Wisconsin in 1860,

It appears that Lars Esbjorn finally learned the
error of his ways. Perhaps he did. Bub three years after

the founding of Augustana, he returned to Sweden and his

pogsibly conservative influence upon that church body ended.
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From that polnbt until the dawn of the twentieth century,

the Augustena Lutheran Church would be dominated by T. N.
Hasselquist who served as both professor at 1ts seminary

and president of the body.

o one eould accuse T, N. Hagselquist of being a
conpervative., While on one hand Esbjorn spoke out for
leaving Worthern Iilinols, Eaggglquiat was conbent vo
r@mggl in that synod as long as it pald 1ip service to
the confessions in its comstitution.

Tt wes Hasselguist, more than anyone who was in
favor of joining the General Couneil. Roughly £if%y
years ehead of Bis time, Hasselquist did not want Augustana

<

to be only an ethmic group, ministering to one particular

migrent faction., Through his involvement in Augustana’s

4te that

r@la@i@n@ with the General Council, I will demonsk
Hasselqulst, 1like Esbjorn, was liberal in doct rine and
thus could not have influenced Augusbena in such a way
that it left the Council in 1918 for confesslonal reasons.
The first item which indicates Hasselquist's
1iberalsim is his relationship with Dr. W A, Passavanb,
one of the leaders in the General Council. While known
to most as en orgenizer of Lutheran Hospital, this men is
lnown to Wisconsin historiens as the one who single-

hendedly alienated the Michigan Synod, eventually €caVSI® G
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it to leave the CGneral Council. During the 188l General
Councll meeting in Monroe, Michigen, Passavenb @p@ﬁly
broke the Galesburg rule by preaching at the local
Presbyterian church.

Such a men was a good friend of Hesselguist. He
spbke at the 1870 convention of the Augustana Lu@h@fam
Church with the express purpose of encouraging the synod

D As 2o
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to join the Coumeil. In the book celebrating the £if
enniversary of the Augustana, he is spoken of as & con=
servative Lutheran.

Another point which demongtrates Hasselquist's lack
of confessionalism is his relationship with the members.
of the Synodical Conference, particularly the Migaouri
Synod, Disregarding Seripture, Hasselquls® thought 1t
o sin_  +thet Miesouri did nob condermn slavery as e 8in,
gomething Hesselquist often did in point. As a pietist,
Hasselguiet looked upon Missouri as dead orthodoxy. In
the fiftieth anniversary gook this was saild,

We escaped the bitter experience of our
Norwegien brethern, who affiliated with
the Germen Missouri Synod, and found

thems es entangled soon, not only in the
predestination Error(?), but also in the ..
heertless dogmatic orthodoxism end the

objectiviam of that Synod, end in the
self-gatisfied exclusivism of thet body,
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whiech, to most of our Norweglsn brethern ab
1ast became unbearaeble, end ccompelled them
to withdraw_snd form an organiZation of
their own. 5

Becauge of his views about Missourl, Ander suggests
in hie biography thet Hasselquist was pﬁ%@@a@ly abaent
from the first General Council m@ati@g iﬁ Reading, Pa. -
Pageavent wrote him that Missouri would be represented ab
this meeting, This cooled Hasselquist’s enthusiasm. Ander
writes,

Although Passavent had expressed doubt

that the Missouri group would actually

join, the Swedish leader would not take

eny chances and refused %o recommend thatb

his Synod should unite under circumstences™ T
which he deseribed as "a bad fixz." He

algo feared that, the Wiscomsin Synod

might come inoco.

When 1% was @értain that Missouri would not join, Hesselguist
welcomed the General Couneil with open arms.

Also, the awedigh leader!s liberalism is shown in
respéét to the "Four Points.” Conservative synods am©n‘
a8 Ohio and semi-conservative synods such as Iowa refused
to join bé@au@@ of the unsatisfactory enswers they received
in regerd to these issues. However, in Hasselquist's repord
to the chureh he said,

"The expechbations to be able to unite the

aifferent genuine Lutheran elements in
hmerica have been more than realiged

2LE,

through that meeting. Some questions, the




so=-called Four Points, were brought up,

seemin in order Lo cause confusion, 1if
Aa

1ledruption, but even the enemies of
the G ral Council were surprisged at the
calm and friendly manner in which the dis=.
g carried on, and at the imp@r%m
siong errived abt by the Council.

Although the gulf between the General Council's
doctrine and praectlce grew wider throught the years,
Augustena under Hasselquist stood by the Council...
In 1910 Augustana ﬂ@@@rib@ﬁ»th@uﬁoun@il as ﬁ%hé N
most comservaebive Lutheran body in the Unit@@‘ﬁ@at@e”@'

So Par I have demonstrated that the two leeding men

in the hbstory of the Augustena Synod were not conservatives.

Their Ffellowship practices were unionistiec end since both

together trained the majority of Augustena's pators iﬁ

its Pirst £ifty years, it stends to reason thatb their

view was the most prevalent one, The other great leader
in this area, Bric Norelius, while more e@ﬁgepvativa

then either Hasselquigt or BEsbjorn, was & Sﬁaunéh'd@f@n@@r
of the General Council. I cannot see, therefore, how one
can maintain that the Augustenea Qynod left the General
Council in 1918 for confessional resons. Therefore, in
the second part of this paper I will demonstrate that the~
church @id-ﬁe%>marg@ with the ULCA for ethnic and lamgm&gé

reagond.
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The seme was btrue with other Lutherans, even General
Council Lutherans. This can be best demonstrated by an

incident which happened in Minnesota.

Beginning in 1883 the Home Mission Commlttes of the
General Council had sent missionaries to the tere
ritory of the Minnesota Conference of the Augu
Synod. -The English-speaking congregations rect
from this work were recrulited largely from the
Swedish population, but instead of uwnibing with the
hugustena Synod they fromed in 1891 the Synod @$®%h§j
Northwest es a district of the General Councill.

This irritated the Augus@ana Sjm@d to such an extent theb
eries were heard demending an end to the synod's involve-
ment in the General Council., The Synod resolved in 18873
Our Home Mission work, both on account of 1énguag@
and by reason of the special feabures of the
migsi@m,fi@lﬂgﬂ@@@%ﬂm@ﬁ permit eny transfer to
snother authority. _
The next fact to be noted %s that the Auvgustana
Synod beceme more Swedish through the years. Usually
it is the history of a synod that it becomes more
Americanized through the years., However iﬁ the case of
Augustena, Swedish immigration did not reach its height
until 1890, Thus the Augustena Lutheran Church was more
Swedish at the turn of the @eﬁtury then in its early years.
This led to strong nationalistic feelings which can be

illustrated by the story of the founding of the General

Council's seminary in Chicago. The General Council invited
Avgustena to unite its Roeck Islend seminary with its

new seminery in th@ago@ The Synod flatly refused.
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Ander writes of Hasselquistsy

o o

He believed, however, that if the Council had located
its seminary at Rock Island, the Synod's decision
might have been different. The real explanation,
Norelius and Hasselquist thought, was to be found
the fo&lgmgg of nazﬁgmgllﬁy wdueed by
um@@r of immigrents, who made the
ish" to adopt the plan they had

rocomnended

The last fact which proves Augustana refused to join
the ULCA for ethnie reasons is Augustena®s history after
1918, Soon after this time, a new generation arose which

gpoke Americen end considered itself American., The wW@@i@h

tana, declined while the Lut

h magazine, gained in popularity.

After ﬂ?gu convention minutes were written only in English,
By 1930, English was the language of both synodieal and
conference conventions. An Association of English Churches
was dissolved and these churches were absorbed into the
different conferences. ’

Once the ethnic and language problem was solved, there
did not seem to be an orgenization whiéh Auguatana did
not join, In repid succession it became a member of the
National Lutheran Couneil, the American Iuthersan Conference,
the Lutheran World Federation, end both the National and

World Counecils of Churches., This culminated in Avgustanal’s

merger in 1962 with the very church body it rejected in 1918,

=
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FOOTHOTES

Engberg (editor) Centennial Essays (Rock Islande

¢

sory . 186021910

w{&i

66@@&? Pri %l@f ﬁm@or (P@@K leamdo

Amgu@ ane H&ﬁ@@?;@al»%’@z.uy 1931) p. 109

Tope pupustens Svnod, A Brief 10vieﬁg p.226

giﬁbi@s po 228

ﬂﬂﬁnd®rg T, N, Hasselquist, p.115

12

Ibid, p. 113
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