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But Mr. Bellamy certainly was off the beom in

here are a few

peonle who believe that socislism did come in with

Deal. We do have the beginn
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"Communism and the Church,”

S

in the 7th century there has been no great bthreat to the

~
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tic @ommunisn today."”

How could a system that was praised as an ide

daey The fact is thatb

hurch quite equal to the mpread of aggressive and

abheige

al by
and some 50 other writers of Utopian novels around
she century develop inbto the one which we Lo~

these

writers represented what might be called Utoplan or bene=

volent soclalsm, while the system which we dislike

is known

as sclentific Marxian, Leninist socialism. The {irst varie-

Ty goes back at least as far as Plato's masterplece,

"Republic." It is worth noting that when

of the heathen aece conceived a for a

the




it was communistic in form.

FProbably the first resally serious attempt Lo put bene=-
volent communism into practice was the church of apostles,
as desgcribed in thne 4th chapter of the Acte. The apostles

.

had shared all things in common with their master, who had

e

not where to lay his hesd, who carried neither scrip nor

when a likable rich young man want

" =]

him, sald: "Go and sell all trou hast and give it to the

poor and then come and follow me.® PWe have forsal
and followad thees What shall we have therefore
Peter of nis Lord (Matthew 19:27). It seened natural to the
apostles that wuch a state of affairs should continue in

the church. Hven to this day the church offers its soiri-

tual pifts freely and equally to all men regardless of race

sbatus.

or eocial

Benevolent communism also brings to mind that interest-
ing work "Utopia" by Sir Thomas More, = Cabholic nartyr
under Henry VIII of England., Tn 1516, the year before the
beginning of the Reformation, this noble man, bthinking about
the evils of society in Burope and hoping thabt in the new
world, discovered just then, a saner social structure might
19

be reared, wrobte his book, meaning literally "Nownhere,

L o

in wnich he described an ims

nary islsnd in the western

-

henlvphe e, Politically it was far ahead of Burone., It

hed no lawyers. Gold aznd silver were used for base utensils
in order t@ discourage tnelr use as smoney. Bubt the chief
point lglﬁﬁa Utopia wap a communistic stabe. The Utoplans,
! A

Sa

racted to Christianty because Chrish
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There were dozens of other great writers and thinkers
who in the course of the cenburies followed More's exaunple
and wrote books about an ideal, more or less communistlcsy
set—un--peonle like the Rusking, Carlyles, Bernard Shaws
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in Bngland, the Henry Georges, Idncoln Steffenses

Upton 8inclairs 1o this country. Among the most entertalning

is Berneard Shaw, who even preached his gocialistic creed

from sozpboxes. In fact he said: "I first caught the ear
the British public at the back of a cart in a corner of
Hyde Park to the accompaniment of a braszs band.'"™ In the
1920's he sumnmed up his ideas in a book: "The Intelligent
Woman's Guide to Socialism.”™ Among other things he pointed

4

out trat we alrsady have more communisem than most peonle

recslize. Bvery communibty shares ibs bridees,
People buy Ctheir beer separately, but they get thelr watbter
communistically.”

Shaw was converted to socialism by an American named
Henry George, whose book, "Progress and Poverty," coue oulb
in 1379, Henry George had somswhat of a nrophet's strain.

His stirring indictment of our civilizaetion in the of the

L

robber barons is typical of virtunlly all those who proposed
communisn as a medy. These people were nolt just idle
dreamers or vicious schemers. They were deenly moved by
man's innhuwanibies to man and woanted honestly to do some-
thing aboult bthem,
A brief survey of benevolent socislism would also have
to include the practical attempbs Lo create communisti
commonities. They range all the way from religious groups

like the Msnnonites, Dunkers, Amish and Hutberi LOZ;Nith

thelr beards, black habs, long buttonless coalts, their



horses colorful communities inspired a

little yurien

ce

arnda

'ruitlands, where Loulsa Alcott spent a part of her youth.,

Wisconsin had nalf a dosen Uboplan commun

p-»

Perhaps we could also include under benevolen
b

suchh peolitical wmovements as Lhe social dewmocratilc

Germany in the vre-World war era or

vobes in a

never polled more bthan S0

election-=that of 1912--but produced Ltwo percne

es, Eugene Debs in the early yesrs

- Thomas in the of
the century. This pzrty also elected z slate of candidates

from 1910 to 1912 and kept one of its

Deniel Hoszn, in the mayvoral chair for 24

fact the Milwsukee mayor, Zeidler, who ended his term of

Lz 1

office only this spring still called himself a socialist.

Horman %homas has mnade the polnt that our wholéd country

s

by adopting Uthe bulk of the socivlistic program in bhe

to bypass both soclalism and communism,

Social Demo-

In the 1880z Bismapr.k

) _,:'/ O tl erec
crats by sbtealing wmost of Thelr thunder. There nave thus

been hundreds of books by famous nen advocating

('\

or €ompunism. There have been small religious sroups

there have been labor orcanizabtions and soverie—

approvriating 1t bit by bit. Now 1f thalt were asll
= 5

There is bo The wovement, it would hardly offer a sreat

gither o coun or cnurch ve. Bub we all




know that this i1sn't the whole story

movenent. BSide by side with the older idea of st

benevolen nas come bthe newer ldea of violence acd sodlesse

ness, and of this we must now wpeak.

Revolution when LThe various commury

tuted o bloodbath and oublawed Lhe

of reagon in the church.

a few words should be sald about the distiace—

tion between soclaliem and communiss. The words have often

oo

ooty used. Hven Rusein's official neme is

been inter
the Union of Bécmalist Sovielt Republics, the so-called

today Communism is the word used for

ian kind of socialism.

a rirst or lower sbaze of communisn,

selzure of power by the pr

ner or ol communism. Communists have

utmost contewpt for soclalists of the Norman Thomas

These are merely lampractical allies of the

-

The father of modern militunt Communiss is Karl Marx,

philosovher and publicist of ency-

a German busine

ed wife and able sons-ipdaw and nupils, who later

acted as hig lieubtenants in the

in Burope. He was

from Paris twi from Brussels once, and spent the last
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hird of his life in London, where he visited the reading

room of btne British wmuseum dally,

his wascive work, "Das Kanital,™

writiag, however, was the

published with his friend Bomels in

the yeaw 1846, just in time to
of 1848. This 1little pawprlet, with its rincing final
sentaace "Workers of the world unite. You have nothing

to lose but your chainsy conbains almost every docltrine of

modern €ommunisn. The ponderous "Kapital,” the first wol~

which was not published until 1865
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did not come out of =« clear sky. It woe the

result of hali a dozen his

revolution, The

3

the blind resctblion

on by the Napoleonic

Metternich, the ecqually reactionary nosition

7

of bthe o tablished stbabe ¢ the

In nesrby all c:

the side of the ruling aristocracy., Their
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induced many of our forefathers to leave Germany. The same

tyranny was also one of the

why the Communists

turned so drastically arainst religion.



bt

esides the four forces mentioned, there wag the inbellec-

by the new

s

tual fernent produced by the 18th century of reason,

discoveries in science and by the higher criticism of the Bible.

produced also nroduced Darwin, Peuerbach—-

materialism—=Der Mensch ilst was er 158l

and Devid Btrauss, whose "Life of Jesus" spoke of the resurrec-

historic humbug.” Marw also w a materia-

attitude toward reli

list,

ter by hils noboricus it is "the onlate of the

masses.” It whoe set The style for the atheism usual

Williem 7. Foster, former head of the Com-

munist party of Tthe U, 8., testifying before a onal
committee, insigbted that Communists did not forbid church member-—

that no church mesbe

guibe frank in

be a party member. "Workers who would he so

B e e B B P o T Ty vy TRy ~ S P Y
superstliit@lion a3 o be married in a churd

May 1 add here that 1t is a moolb point

exialt side by side. In thelir constitution

Russisns did permit freedom of religion, thoup
sane breath tney also gave freedom to thoseg who combalt religilon.

hey

resurrected a kind of Rue church, especially in order

to curry favor with our country when we became Ttheir allies in

1941, It is also pointed o.t that there are 2 nillion Communists
in Italy and half a million in France, wmost of whom are Catholics

It is pogsible 4

1f the church would stick to opreaching the

instead of doing as it did a century ago, allying itself

rich and the rulers, it could thrive é&ven in a Com-

K

nunist sbate. In this connection allow me Lo quote a devoub



He saild Lo a friend one

[apom L e b
Swiss churc

2 "Do o you know why Marx came? Marx came because Jesus wes

not allowed to come.” A German Lhe

when asked: "What did the common pesople expect from the church?!

replied, "HBverjything." "What did the common peopls rad

the church?’ The answer was "Nothi

bear their lob in pztience in this vale of tears.”

Morx's gsyst called
Dialectic mesans the process of arsusent (thesis) and counter-—

enlb {antithesis) Lo reach o hicher (synthesis),

The famous German philosopher G. W. Heg

applied that process

1pil Marx, distorting the master’s meaning,

a cerbaln econ

is dominant, coantrolling
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clasg==the antithesis, in This case

the proletaristb-—-rises and geelks to over first group.

sues, from which emerges @ new order of so-

best of the old cls EEEET

Capita-

powerful,
hecome nore and more un-

Taen woula come a violent o ilubion in which

the proletariat would seize power. An iopure society woald

. buch organs as state snd police and army and such
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discipline, compromises purges

have to be used to crush the bourgeoisie. But finally would
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atateless, classless,




Bach person then would work ace

godless and propertyless.

ab lities and recelve according to his needs.

and tne Utoplan git-

L4 revolutbion bthat

and thalt our Zovern—

rressive peonle we kinc

ment will not Wwlerate them. Communishs bone shoub

the fact that tney want to do away with our constitubion.

But I think that 1if we would one accept Commu

2

and peacclfully, bhne psrty members would be deeply

Phat wouldn't be rigat according to Marx. Thers must be a

a revolution, to uovset bhings conphe tel Ve Eob@fﬁ@rost Las

neRballity of such nen. It is entitled
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It mokes no difference to Communists thatb Marx's

proved wrong. In our couutry,

cupital, dnstead of has become more widely

diffuged, Most of us are both haves and have-~nobts. Yeb we do

LA

and in a aepregson it becomes 1ore NUMSTOUS.

At such & tilne conditions spproach ths Marxisn prophecy close

]

enouph to seem like a fulfillment, and if we ever adopt commun-—
o may be sure bhat it will be in a terrible depression

de

or after a crusning wilitary defeat, both of

never OCCUrX.




re erpronsous in other respects. He

Marx's prophecies

gald that the revoltibion would lead to the abolition of private

was btried for a decade in Russia but

property.
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in the constitution of 19%6. The Chines

throupgh that a8 a while agoiy He also hinted at the possible
modification of the fanily, and for a while the Russians were

acked here

supposed to be trying that toe. However,

apgoy it would seem that a divorce is harder Lo obbain in

Bussila Chan in many parts of Anmeric 258

th their communes were recenbly passing through that phase,

In an interview with Senator Humpnhrey about two years awo,

Eruscnchev ghoolt his head and caild that the Chinese experiment
wouldn®t work.

Marx predicted hat the revelubtion would be directed
canltalism, that it would lead to the ultiuate abolition of

the removal of national boundsries. It 4did nons

of these Tthings ih Russia. The revolubtion was aimsd scainst bhe
old aristocracy, the landewwners, not against capibalists, and,

hes made it rzmpant in the worst

from abolishing nationalism

2

sense in Russlia and China. Mueh of what we dislike in FRussia

1g old fashioned power politics, pan-Slavism, csarist absolubism

under a new name, all of which supposedly have nothin

etation of

the escence of Communism. Finally in his inbterp
history Marx waes completely blind to the rise of such a thing
as Fasciom, which can be worse than Communism

Yot the fact remains that the revolubtion did succeed in
Ruseia, and Tthat i1s Tulfillment eanough. Tnat it did is largely
d man=-Vladinir Ilyich Ulyvanov, later known

1

hout him Communism might nave been drowned in an
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ry manifestoes, quarrels and versonal feuds. The
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into which Das Xapital was

188%. Lenin joined
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191%7. In ten days that shook the

thenselves rulers of Russia. They withdrew from

defection and made war uvon them.

0o

m Foster, one Lime he.d of the o=

rty in America78pe

14 different

truly, the Bolsheviks had Lo

mphed over them all.
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tried to round up a2ll Communists, undesirable aliens and

srison and Commaser, dn their history

}—v

7
oo the American Republic®™ call the "deportation delirium of
L915=20."  "Uging sples and awents provocateurs, the atborney

seneral conducted & serlies of lawless raids on private houses

and lapor headquarters, rounded up several thous

hela them incommunicado and subjected theaw to drumh

In the end only a few hundred were deported: the vagth
J [ 5

of those arrested were found to be harmle: " As usual in such
./—-_'

cases, the witch hunt hadn't harmed the party, but rather Pro-
[

joining it among those who were so inclined.
terminat:d by force under wartime acts

a railway and coal strike

further talking pointse for Jjoining,

But the party The vast majority of Americans

never did warm up to soclalism or communism. TIn 1922 th party
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By 1930 it had dropped to 7,°

membershin n

It did not grow phenowenally durins the depression, reaching

only 20,000 members in 1935. Its peak of & , 000 came in the

o

zia than
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year 1944, wmore as the result of our allisnce with
o bl .

for any other By 1955 it had dropped to 22,600 and

Today it is much lower still. The porty today has in fact vone

g

~underground., It does not issue membershin cards any more, In its 16th and
most recent convention in New York, Feb, 9=172, 195 , Lt loudly ssseverated
it 1qultles to our country and its democrstic idesls. But shrewd students
of its fcnolut1onsm~r@porfe 78 were notb 770wedmmbe lieve that the Tanguage

s still Aesopian doubletalk (the expression will be exoplained later),
deliberately used to mask the party's real loy=1lty to Russian Communism,

Five times from 192l to 1910 the perty ran a candidate for president,
schieving %ts highest percenta oe of the total votes in 1932, with 107,991
votes out of 10 nillion. In 198 it supported Henry Wellace and the
Communist infiltrated Phopr0331ve party. Wallace later confessed that

he had been taken in by the Communists. He had incorrectly interpreted
Communism and its counbarparty Russian imperialism



Back in 1919, scon albter the Communist party was formed,
g young nan noned J. Bdgar Hoover wus asked by Uhe atitorney
pensral Lo submilt his opinlon on the new purbty. Hoover con=
cluded nils reporlt with Che following wordss

trines threaten

safety of every 1
every home and I ‘hes
peace of the PO‘ULEV and thrust LL into
of anarchy and lawlessness i
inagination.
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Forty years later this uman and nis efiicient oreanizabtlion, the

~

PBI, may still be considered the wost militant znd sifective

LD

opponents of the party in our country. The FBI has been

evidence for four decades snd the gist of it is pre=-
sented in Bdegar Hoover's book Muasters of Deceil, wnich came out

0.  Bvidence of The sume kind and =lmost as plenti-

Tul 1s contained in "A Handbook for Americans® on "The Communist

Party of the UBA," autrorized by the 84th congress in 1955
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obtalaed from une &ovcrnmenL Printing QJEIF\\\Eaenator Wiley

*vam
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of Wisconsin, by the way, was a member of thalt committee. To
these revelations must be added those of the famous trials of
Alper Hiss and of

A p out Mfﬂu“%‘“

PG

the 12 communi ts ten years ago, Lo say nothing

“we heard during the half decade in which McCarthyism
was dominunt. I believé that we know Just abo.t everybhing
there is to be known about the nabure and the sctivities of the

Communistic party in Tthe U annot ol courses be

sure about what new tricks or tresonable actis they wmay try

Senate Committee in their

next. Both Hoover and

LV . , L .
It /quite clear that our . Communist party is a replica
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furthering Comnmu schemes
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They

Woslem or Jew,
patriot, liberti

O:

scow our Communists are also experts

in btroubled nakiog thelr appeal

minorities like Jews oes and usin

8, And even tLho

small, Hoover's word of

party was al 1its peak in the U.S.,that is, when it

y

membera)it was sbronger in numbers than the Soviet

the time it seized power in Russia;” of course,t

o

are vastly different. In con

sarty in America we must also remeumber that 1t

from so-called fellow travelers and obner raiical

upatnizers who by spyi state secrets often

do ug wmore hara bhoag s, Butbt I aven these

would be notv Loo dange party were ool s0 closely ol-

lied witn the ost powerful nation on earth, a naltion

Chat is now wade stronger by

that is not

winning China to the side of Communism. That nassive fact

that we con never for s minubts relax our vwisilance.

A question naburally arises. .“LQ@MQ<£LS is tie terrible

we say it is, i1 Russia is a country in which the

o Ao

reedom to gpeak ofy 1if our Amcrican way of life, oo

Eal
ER

have no
- 4 . N
the contrary, is so wonderiul, why 18 Ut that s0 maeny peiole

even in our country Join @omaumiam oxr wWith 1T




What makes a fommunist bLick? In the foliowine T

from

Uhat Communlsm iz a product of inegual’

tles under our social systems This, the so-called

of Communism, is Communists perhaps use

Only Communism, they say, can

iSO

ars abtlbractbe

lot

nave gonsti-

labor, which

of them., 1In this group would belong many Holly-
wood stars, such rich men as Frederick Vanderbilt Field and the

)

racoer nu

orofessio people

mMUnNisima

ty is a T

1 dndividuals. Foster in

hig book on Communicn maekes much of the fact that there are fev

negurotics in Russie bub nany in #8¥F capitalist U.S.e WMaladjusbed

ves isolated. They are baflfl

modern sociel, answer

B [N
L0 ioes nave
rs. That ¥o

belonss to a wminority .rou

cook guotes a Neppo named Doxy %“ilksrson, who

why he Jjoined @ommunism,



joln and work for
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‘1Lh of H@lio

Pt

of EJAU””’bl@
/ Geatile, youth
wnd woman, prs‘sss lleuJ, sna worker-—-all are
r by cloge and personal Lies which make i
Con A2 sSe
found in bthe party a group of citizsens who
are mors uleyt to the social, e i and polit
do something aboutb

problems of the day-~-and more eag
n any other group with which I have been 855081 -

them—-—thne
ated. HNowhere have I #ound @ more conscienbious and
sealous group of fighters for social pr

This statement also 1llustrates bne

and idealistlc people Join the party, sincerely
believing thatilthe fine words used by Communists are really

as honest as they sound. Some of these pneonle, even Willi:

N R " ."\‘ . -
oster nimself, can write very persuasively and heart warmingly.

L
The favorite poem of Ella Reeves Bloor, the old mother of Ameri-
can Communisn, wnhno died in 1951, wars Whitman's "The Mysti
3 9 Y
ruspeter.” I am inclined to be charitable to anyone who loves

that poem, I suppose that Molher Blcor was a fanabic like

the Te:

Now tru sber for \
Vouchsafe a higher strain than any 3

Sing to my soul, renew 1bg Lan JKUL ‘aith and hope,
Rouse uap my 1ow belieaf & some vigilon of the T
Give me for once its sl Joye

close,
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Joining the »p

peonley Lo tnoge who like the excitement of nicketb
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lines, strikes, mass nealb

demonstrations, tilffs with po-

lices; to bthose spirits who Tarive in & conspnirational

to Bonemi

ng and nonconformists, and to timid souls

Lority counplex who are inspired to boldness when

Tessive group. Finally the party

and ceuoitbtterede

witnoub clients, doctors withoul patients, writers

by
e
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even Lo uilt comple

ok

a8 not really ecarned his money and

who

the party to &£N€ his consclence,

ple ever quitb @CJ”Hﬂl%T? The

®
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s,
ol There is z very large burnover in the party. For one

.

Awerican with an inborn sense . of

ed indi .

viduslism just can’t take the severe discipline, which may forc

him to 1

we hig fawily more or less permanently, bto chang

his name and even his identity by a facial OD@fatiOﬁj:Q to

take tTongs lashinesg from party leaders for being incompetent.

suffer from intense avout thse correct-

ness of about 1ts the iron

curtain, such as the maintenance of slave lapor camps, Soviet

atter, the pact with Hitler in

Goward Americs

Tito and the debunking of Stalin after

fect@ions from the party. Members slso

of the opposition to religion, the gullt feelir

snies, stool pigeons, brin

Just hos ar= bthe

o subhecet Lo

was proaparing a paper bto be delivered on a

o aroun of Geucheys in St. Paul, I looked un the WiJ

ress for oorby

siven in Dr. Behwinkel's boo
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It was a swall place on the Yth floor of an older downtown builde

ing. T found two young ladies there who showed me eve cour=-

tesy. I told them fraunkly who I was and that T wace preparcing

a paper to be given before a highly important sroup of Lutheran

9

teachers. The word Lubhe an didn't even seem to resister, They

zave we plenty of free wmaterial and sold me W. Fosber's hook

[

on "The Twilieht of Capitalism,” for 35 cenbs. T had the imne

s 3

pression, however, thalbt they were ardent party mombers who Dow

lieved that Russia could do no wrong and that the U.S.

1.

liberately tryine to misreonresent her. Also they were very

i

nuch exclted about the New York trial of 11 communlsts wnich
wes poing on just them. They kept speakine b the btrisl ss we

aignt speak of the Reformation.

comewhet later I told this incident bo a Wotertown le .
He knew all about the place and the people that eo there.
"If you nad pone there more than once or twice," he suild, "You'd

probably <®Eet heve been wabtched too." In the war this lawyer

with the army intelligence. He told me how they

-

union members who were suspacted of

That 1w how they found out that a Wilwa.kee man named Christolfe]

union leader, was a party member. They had

dosn laundry truck risht scross from the

enter the bullding furtively. Well, even that long ago—-this
was during the war--the FBI had a line on Ghese people. OFf
course the IFBI didn't know everything. Revelations of dig-

loyalty in high places since then have shocked us. Bub we did

2
3 M P i P e - 1 o &
1t with a tele SCODNLC MOovVie camera. The CB‘”WWv%’&{"

fully looking around to see whether they were being followed, and
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about bthen abhd have taken effective me

in the fubure. T rvather vthink

disbance off in

ig not a fr

it

ey

but that he quarreled violently with

never hobunobbed «

spoken abhout benevolent commuﬁism)ahout

the Communistic party in our country. I

at

i

gre Lo do

of The Lubtheran church.

5 thoushbful person

ment and view it from the perspective of hisbory. We

arded in the

have seen that Communism, re; of 2000 years,

benevolent side, that ibts heart or core is in fach

k) k]

al once tried out b. the apostlese——the idesl Turther—

in our own Decl:

men are created

with certain uns

ife, liberty , and the our-

ideals have been obscured by bhe

R TR RO ~ £
wichkaodness ol

in Russia and in China, and at various t

in a somewhat way in our country. Yet I have a

1s

3

great failbh in the power of idec

vhere in 50 or

et
s
w0
-
=
o
R

1wy hapren in Rusodls or China or any

100 years, however, doesn't fact that Communism is




very much with us in the world right now. And this is a second

thing Lo consider. Ho matter how wmuch we diglike 1L, 1 has

acniesvaed tThe minely impossible in two great counbtries. It

overthraw a despobtisy in Russia and made that country the most
poweriul in The =ustern hemisrhere. It Toppled an ineflidient,

o4

corrupt governmnent in China and wmade thalt countr

i
2

been the doormst of Wations, a world power. Netlions all over

P

%
f’..u

the world have been vastly impressed, ¢ here is no use in

=
D

O]

LLLas

yielding Lo wishful thinki that they will Jjust natural

American democracy in preference to Communism becuuse they
love our way of life so much. And even 1f in a world war we
should overthrow the Russian and Chinese systems, we might as
well acceplt Tthe fact thalt we arve still going to have some form
of socialism among us. The common man all over the world has
tasted persconal freedom and equality and he won't relinguisn 1t.
Do you think for instance, that Negroes will cesse demanding

full rights and eguality? Or that labor would say to its en-

been wrong in asking increases in wages and

snorter working hours., Let's Lurn back the clock
century when we worked hard and long for small wages while you
were raking in all the cash? Fifty years from now The Hew

Deal, the Fair Deal aud the Bisenhower deal may look like bLane

-

deals in this respect. The welfare state announced 1n our
. .

con:titution is hers to slay, because there 1s no other ag:ncy

to which the people can turn for the things they are going to

T think we ghould all be aware of

|
the risks involved in sweenine condemnations or wibteh huﬁtg'ﬂﬂﬁlvv

all abtempts to suppress Communiszsn by force. Beveral years
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amo, Haj

rnard Hutechins, then presic
Chicaro and cerbal ly snything bﬁr% Communist, wrotes "To

persscute peonle into conformity by non-lezal methods popular

1s little bebtter than doiag it by rurses and mosroms.

o

in adooting the most stunid and unjisld of

the ideas »nrevalent in Bussi 878 so 1n the name of

day in this country and women are hea-

heir livelihood or ai least of their reputa=~
tion by unsubstantiated charges.” Thnis was sald before Senator

McCarthy appeared on the scene. While he was in nig

Alfred W. Grizwold of Yale University delcared: "Books

won't stay banned. They won't burn. Tdeas won't so to jail.

In the long fun of history, the censor and the inculsibor have

1 s 1s better

- . - - ,f/~ 3
always lost. The only sure weanpon a§alﬁyhad idea

[

fromn B Again T guote Thomas Jefferson who put it thus in 180¢

fis

If there be any &ﬁOﬂ? you who wish to dissolve this
union, or change its republican form, let them stand
undisturbed as mon uuants of the safety wni. which error
or opinion may be tolerated when resson ls left free

to combalt 1.

I an glad that our leaders hav on bthe trsil of

[¢)
(g
0]
&)

dang@ra

But how are we as Christians and workers in the Lutheran
church to judge Communism. ILebt us remenmber, first of al;)that
it ie a secular, worldly movement and that our work is concerned
chielly with eternal things. Let us remeamber algo that it is
an affeir of gtate and that we believe in the separation of
church and state. We have no call o play politics, to bthrow

our welght around as a huge organization or o nut nressure on
= = i) i
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ZoOvern gven 1in a good political cause.

/e have only one diredt call--one great commission=—to

preach the gospel of swlvabtlon in Jesus Christ to ever

=<

human
being. This call certainly involves takine a stand aginst

every kind of evil, including the crimes and codlessness of

Yet our chief weapon avainst the efvils of Communism—-—-ag

well ag the evils in our own counbry and in our own hsarltge-—

=
=3

ig that very gogpel which it is our privilese Lo nresch

and teach and live, With this great weapon in mind, I confess

that T am unafraid even of Communism. I do not bheliesve thsat
the immortal human soul can be satisfied for long with the
huske of materialism. I do not believe that faith in the God

of Love can ever be destroyed ?] athelsm,

o
<
g._.'-
6]

If then you would ask me point direct what I should

f)

I Follow the command of your Lord with a new
consecration. Preach the gospel in season and out of season,

1

to the submerged and the downtrodden as well

and wmighty and respectable. Teach it to the youns and trust

in 1t as a power that ig mightier than sin and evil. And don't
worry too much aboulb the kind of government under which you
must labor. The church has lived throush every conceilvable

,

type of government from the despotisms of Nero and Hitler to

the benevolent systems in EBnglish speaking countries. If Com-
munism with all its excesses should ever come bto this country,
that would be all the more reason to preach the zospel, to

1.

oppose the fupy of men wibth love and if n=ed be to prove our

faith with our lives. Perseccution has more often tegted and

the church to do in the face of even the worst type of Communisn,
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reason for such o mloomy possibili LY w

]

I on the other hand ébﬂHUQJ smocomes in its milde

l

volent form, let us say of the welfare state, which is

thened the church than destroyed dt. But T see

no

par

here slready, it would not hinder us in our work and we WO

be truly thankful. Whabever does come, men will remain

£

losgt without the mercy of God. To bring the word of that

to Tthem is our calling-=the timeless cnalleng

Someone recently wrote = pogm about the list of unhmer
published by the American ILegion : It was printed in
Nation:

If you find that you're unable to debermine

They've gob a 1little list, they've got a 11t
Of eleven dozen characters of varying allure

Who may be Communist.
Democracy is W ened by a host that runs
Frow Marshal Joseph Stalin to subversive
Wie can't avoid submission to collectivizi
If peonle pay admission to a concert by

thv

T obhenee
tly

uld

lcans

the

vr1 b
WO
tle

You mustn®t say thabt Perelman's your fasvorite

m

tey've «ob him on the listb.

ELMER
KIESSUN@
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sinners 5

pure

list
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