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What is the future of Confessienal Lutheranism in
the U.5.A.? This question has undeubtedly bé;n in the
minds eof many people in the past, and is perhaps even
mere interesting te ponder in these troubled times.

We ask the question concerning the future ef our be-
loeved cause fer we feel it is ene which is extremely
impertant fer the eternal lives ef innumerable seuls.

We, of W.E.L.S., believe that the Iutheran Cen-
fessiens are the medern and practical symbels of the
Hely Scriptures. The doctrines of Scripture are ex-
plaiﬁed through them; in fact, aleng with the Bible,

the Cenfessiens display fer us the whele ceunsel ef Ged.

For this reasen we firmly subscribe and adhere te them —
they are clesely tied te the inerrant Werd ef Ged. Dr.

C.F.W., Walther, the father of Confessienal Lutheraniém&

labelled this stand an "Uncenditienal Subscriptien”
and says ef it:

"An uncenditienal subscriptien is the selemn
declaration which the individual whe wants te
serve the Church makes under oath that he ac-
cepts the doctrinal centent eof our Symbelical
Beoks, because he recegnizes the fact that it :
is in full agreement with Scripture and dees
net militate against Scriptwe in any peint,
whether that peint he of majer er miner im-
pertance,

The Cenfessiens state simply the truths ef the
precieus Werd eof the Triune God inHeaven, With them
we can mere accurately respend to‘Christ's command
that we preach His Gespel and spread the message
(Matt. 28:19). The Church is at its very healthiest

when its missien ef declaring and preclaiming the whele



ceunsel of Ged is accemplished. We can liken the werk
ef the Cenfeésions te that ef the streng medicatien
used ﬁy decters against infection., Hewever, the fer-
mer's task is much mere essential and frightening. It
is the virus eof sin and errer which‘it must fight.,
Physical ills cannet cempare. Thus the Cenfessiens as-
sure us of a healthy and selid base in the light ef
Scripture,.

"The Lutheran Cenfessiens take fer granted
the divine erigin ~ and as a result alse the in-
errancy — ef Seripture, In eur Cenfessiens they
are called the 'Hely Scripture of Ged' (FC SD,
V 3), 'the clear Scripture of the Hely Spirit!
(Apel. pref. 9). Again and again 'Ged's Werd' and
'Hely Scripture! are identified in eur Cenfes-
siens. This assurance cencerning the Divine Ori-
gin and nature ef Scripture is fundamental te
a preper reading and appreach teward Scripture.
The Lutheran Cenfessiens censistantly read Scrip-
ture as Ged's Werd, carrying with it Ged's auther-
ity, Ged's pewer, Ged's truthfulness,

And se eur Lutheran Cenfessiens speak ef .
Scripture as the 'eternal truth' (FC SD, Rule
and Nerm 13)., They urge us te believe the Scrip-
tures; fer 'they will net lie te you' .(FC V. 76
af, IV, 57) the Scriptures cannet be'false or
deceitful' (FC SD, VII, 96). And why? Because
God whe is eteranl truth cannet centradict Him-
self in Scripture (FC SD, XI, 35). It is 'pure
infallible and unalterable' Word. (Preface teo
the Book ef Cencerd, page 8)"

Threugh the Cenfessiens we, of W.E.L.S., have ar-
rived at a special firmness in all ef eur cenvictiens.
This has been accemplished by the grace @fG@d threugh
the streng determinatien ef fine gentlemeﬁ% in eur
Syned's histery. Dr. Walther, in his great classic,

"The Evangelical Lutheran Church, the True Visible Church
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'éﬁ>Ged en Farth", teld us what was necessary to call
éurselves the true Christian Church as it was restered
Cin Lutherfs Refermatien, :

"The Evangelical Lutheran Church is the sum
tetal ef all whe witheut reservatien prefess the
- dectrine which was restered by the Refermatien
of Luther and was summarily submitted in writing
at Augsburg in 1530 te the emperer and the realm,
and was treated and expounded in the ether se-
called Iusheran ngb@ls, as the pure dectrine eof
the Divine Werd."

The Reverend Jehn Muelhduser was enewhe initiated
the struggle fer cenfessienalism fer the Lutheran Syned
ef Wiscensin. I censider him the Mugﬁlenberg ef W.E.L.

{

5., fer his style had the same flare for Lutheran cen-
fessienalism., He was of the cenvictien which ‘advecated
strict adhereance te the cenfessiens as seen in the fel-
lewing quete which Keehler cites. It was made eriginal-
ly the day after the Synedical Sessien in 1858 during
which the Augsburg Cenfessien in particular was being
doeubted and altered.

"Dear Friends,

Since at yesterday's synedical sessien the
president's report elicited a pretracted dis-
cussien eof the pesitioen which we take as a
syned in regard te our coenfessien and te ether
deneminatiens, we feel that we owe it te you,
briefly, reundly, and cemprehensively te state
eur cenfessional stand te yeu. With veice and
heart we declare oeur adherence to the Unaltered
Augsburg Cenfession, aimte preach and practice
in eur .cengregatiens in accerdance with it, in

the same firm manner as said Augsburg Confession

teaches. Rev, John Muelhaeuser"4

Muelhaeuser's succeser in 1860 as president ef our

Syned was alse eager for strict allegiance te the Con-
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fegsiens. Jehannes Bading was ef this firm cenvictien
frem the day ef his erdinatien. He ceuld cenceivably-
be called a hero of Confessienal Lﬁtheranism for all
te admire, That name seems te crep up whenever there

is an emphasis upen the Lutheran Cenfessiens. At any

rate, it is sure that his insistance upen the Cenfessiens

being a part ef his erdinatienal vews left an impressien
upen the Iutheran Syned ef Wiscensin which still is in
effect teday.

In the early 1880's the savage Gnadenwahlsfreit

breke eut, centering en the predestinatien questien
"Cur alii prae aliis". Aleng with that question came
that ef cenversien. The debate teok place en degmatical
territery. Ohie Syned's "intuitu fidei" earned the favor
of the degmaticians. This peinted Wiscensin and Misauri
toeward the Cenfessiehs and Tuther, and ultimately
caused a greater censieuéness of Scriptural inerancy.
It was frem these debates the nickname "Wauwatesa Theo-
logy" emerged fer the strict Wiscensinites. The Wauwa-
tosa faculty, then censisting eof the Prefessers Jehn P.
Keehler, August Pieper, and Jehn Schaller played a key
rele in the debates.

Twe ether majer steps teward the success of Confes-
sienal ILutheranism were the Gemeindeblatt and the Deng-
schrift. The Gemeindeblatt was founded in 1865 and was
censidered te be the living ergan ef the Lutheran Syned

of Wiscensin. Objective Justification was the theme of
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the Dengschrift, which was the mest cenfessienal piece

L YA

ef werk evérMQritten and was censidered te be the an-
swer te true Lutheran identity. Subscribers te this ..
were the Me. Ohie, Nerwegian, Minn., Ill,, and Wis,
Synéds. A single seminary was prepesed fer these 6
syneds which weuld train all the pasteral candidates
in seund, censistant cenfessienalism. This prepesal

led te the fermulatien ef the Synedical Cenference

whese greundwerk was based en the censervative view eof
the cenfessiens. Dr. Walther selved the electien cen-

treversy there in the light ef the Cenfessiens (FC,

Art. XI, the 8 pts.).

The meunting discrepencies between the varieus
syneds in view of either the Bible er the cenfessiens
eventually disselved the Synedical Cenference, ence so
sound in its stand. Declincsuch as this is a grave pre-
blem which churches, especially Lutheran churches, oeught
te recegnize as a majer turning peint te cenfusien and
unbelief, When we are teld that we must "werk eut eur
salvatien with fear and trembling" we must first discever
what is truth, — net the new and medern view of the truth
but basic, censistant Scriptural truth., We must strive
for this kn@wledée with reverent cencern,

The decisien te turn te the sound Cenfessions of
the Lutheran Church is the wise and prepef meve for any
individual whe is concerned with seeking éut the truth.

In fact, it is clearly the enlv meve, Any person who



-6

searches the Scriptures will find all that he needs
there, and certainly the Cenfessiens will state fer

him the beliefs and truths contained therein. When
searching fer a Cenfessiemnal ILutheran Church the indiv-
iduél could use Dr., Walther's guidlines:

+so."an uncenditienal subscriptien refers to
the whele centent eof the Symbels and dees

net allew the subscriber te make any mental
regervatien in any peint. Ner will he ex-
clude such dectrines as are discussed inci-
dently in suppert of ether dectrines, hecause
the fact that they are used stamps them as ir-
revecable articles of faith and demands their
jeyful acceptance by everyene whe subscribes
te the Symbels... Hewever, since the Symbels
are confessiens ef faith or dectrine, the
Church necessarily cannet require a subscrip-
| tion to those matters which de net at all im-
= ply that it were impessible te improve on the
! line of argument emloyed."5

Genuine Christian theology has always been based
on "sela scriptura, sela gratia, and sela fide". The
full Atenement wreught by Jesus Christ in His bleed
has laid the selid feundatien fer salvatien by faith
alone, This cenfessien has strengly withsteed the years,
sometimes b%ked by enly a small number of theelegians
and clergy. St. Ambrose and St. Augustine are prime
examples whem we might trace as histery. As far back
as the third and feurth centuries staunch conservative
men were able, by the power of the Hély Spirit, te com-
bat heresy with strict dectrine.

History shews us how eften and in hew many differ-

ent manners the Word of God in Gespel and Sacrament has
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been twisted and changed te fit the lives eof mertal
men. These departures frem the truth have damaged the
Church, breught about strife, divisiens, schism, heresy,
even bloedshed and burning at the stake. The previ-
eusly mentiened Ohie Synod is a clear episode in our im-
mediate histery which caused the ideas ef Confessional
Tutheranism te be undermined.. In their case the pro-
Plem was the dectrine eof electien as set forth by the
Cenfessiens. The Unhie Syned ceuld net accept it, and
left the Synedical Cenference enly to join the liberal
A.L.C. Asseciatiem. This type ef break-dewn, as histery
shews, is net uncemmen, however.

The Churches ef the A.l.€. can be identified as
conditienal subscribers te the Lutheran Cenfessiens.
The Confessiens den't shape the characteristics of their
Church; rather they liberally shape the characteristics
of the cenfessiens te suit their Church. Altheugh their
initial statement en their stand en Scripture seemed ac-
curate, they soon strayed frem it. The important pur-
pese of Scripture and even the C@nfessians is defeated
by theologians like Rey frem Iowa. Werks like his are
the cancer which en;élepes the heart of the Werds of
galvation by faith.. One must realize that he is not an
autherity when he says, "I persenally believe in the in-
errancy of the Bible, but T can't ferce or impese this

theery upon my lay peeple." Confessiens such as this



can easily lead many peeple te the wreng cenvictiens.
Remember, similar errers in the Reman Cathelic Church
were never cerrected, It causes oene te wender what will
new beceme of the Misseuri Syned which is currently dis-
'cussim%\feléawship with the A.L.C. 15}’%’“i X

The 1.C.A. is another example of a Church body
which believes in adapting the Cenfessiens te its ewn
needs. Theedere Tappert, a member of that syned writes:

"When subscribing the Cenfessiens teday, Luther-
ans assert that, in view of the issues which were
then at stake and thg alternatiyes wh%ch were then
effered, the Cenfessiens were right,"

It is almest frightening te think hew easily man's
reasening and beliefs in the medern wave eof ratienaliz-
ing ideas can lead us away frem the streng, pure truths
ef the Lutheran Cenfessiens. We must therefere censtant-
ly be en eur guard against this seemingly reasenable meve,
Whe can tell hew future generations will act?

The earliest departure from Scripture which teday
is being epenly practiced in several Lutheran churches
is the tolerance of weman holding offices in the church.
Aleng with ether surreunding issues in 1930, it seems
that these whe questiened whether it was unscriptural
feg&omen to serve as cengregational representatives were
never given a cenclusive answer; or was it that "medern
times" had began to eutgrew the Scriptures? At any rate,

they were never turned frem their error. As a result,

there are women in pulplis, at the alter and lectern,



-9-

and in effices of tire Lutheran and Reformed churches
écr@ss the natiens.

Anether major issue which has affected strict ad-
'herence to Seripture is the theory of evolutien. It
poses a grave danger for Christians today, especially
fer our youth. Darwin's theery is taughpﬁpenly in
public scheels and generally accepted there as fact.

It has become a universal, scientificwtruth.” Much mere
than just a teaching, the whele concept of evelutien is
dangerous te us because it's a theory upon which the
érigin ef our race is suppoesed te be based, In plain
speech; evolutien is unbelief based on human reasen and
’1ies directly in oppesitien te the teachings of the
Bible., I believe this concept has crept inte medern
society:in direct respense te rationalism, human reasen
and eur advanced sciences. The increasing acceptance
of evelution might be cited as an exmple of what future
generations might be up against. With the advancements
of technelogy and the state of the world today, belief
in Ged is diminishing mere and more. The reality of an
infinately gracious Ged is beyend reason. People of to~-
dax@re much more eager te accept a theory which "makes
sense" to them. Their hepe is fer earthly mansions;
their faith and trust are in themselves whe can build
them,

It was 1859 when Darwin's fameus book, "The Origin

of Species'" was published. The number of souls lost
threéugh it is still increasing by leaps and bounds.
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Unless science itself reaches a new and even more
"reasenable" theory, evolutien may remain ‘a prime
destroyer of the Christian faith. As a result eof it,

there are already Lutherans being taught that the

Bible is merely a cellection of great religious writings.

According te them, Christianity is en the same level
as Mehammedanism and Buddhism, They are no longer
aware ef the abselute kindness and leve of our Creat-
or.

Evelution is merely the first ceat; it serves as
a primer ever which arg%pread even mere ''coatings"
over Christian purity. These werldy ideas, tegether
with the "epinie legis" cen which the Reman Cathelic
Church pulled have given birth te yet anether new
religien, It is the Secial Gespel, which almest im-
perceptibly changes the pure Gespel of Jesus Christ teo
a gospel eof social salvatien., Christ is lest as a
Savier, and the Gespel is censidered irrelevant. Te-
day a persen can easily say witheut treubling his cens
science a bit, that a.s leng as he remains "good",
does what he can fer his cemmunity, and lives by the
laws of the land, that God will certainly net damn him,
By behaving thgsly, a man prefesses te be an upright,
Ged~fearing pefson. This type eof "modern gospel" has b
exisisted threugheut the histery of the United States,;
but foer the average American teday it is even mere easy

te accept. With all the cenveniences and advantages
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available, a man really has an easy 1ifé, and- the idea

of "good secial status" seems te be the perfect and leg-

ical appreach te religien. This deceptien has made .-

Christ inte merely a secial teacher,

In a persenal analysis in a Christian Magazine

published by the Misseuri Syned called Lutheran Wit

negs, Rev. Kurt Marquart ef the L.C.M.S. names and tries

te iselate the cancer of the Secial Gespel within even

his Syned.:

"When the Witness appeals te Martin Luther
King, the Natienal Lutheran Ceuncil, the LCA's
"Beard ef Secial Ministries," and the Werld Ceun-
cil ef Churches, it becemes very clear that it
is net just a general Calwinistic Church-State
mixture, but the specifie, rather unsavery Reli-
gious secialism, knewn as the Secial Gespel,
which is being werked inte the Misseuri Syned...

The ecclesiastical "Secial Actien" which the
Witness is new recemmending te its readers, has
in the past been entirely misdirected and has un-
wittingly made a tremendeus centributien te Com-
munist werld-cenquest. The bitter irony is that
many sincere peeple have been imagining that
they were merely putting the Christian Faith
inte actien secially and econemically, when in
actual fact Christianity was merely verbally
decorating the Secialist ideology, which at the
bottem in atheistic, materialistic, and anti-
Christian! The Christian Faith hasn't been ap-
plied te seciety at all; Secialist ideelogy has
been applied to Christianity, instead! And mod-
ern theolegy itself - having Jjettisened the his-
toric Christian content is an effort te be
relevant"— is mere irrelevant than ever!

Obviously, when discussing any aspect of the future,

thé main element is the youth of teday who are the fut-

ure,

In order to assure a bright future, we must pro-

vide adequate religieus training for them. The pare-
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chial scheel system of WELS is the perfect starting
greund fer the religieus leaders of eur future. Every
effort must be madle to.save our children frem the grasp
ef this werld which is growing farther and farther away
from Ged. As the Cenfessions beceme more memningful te
us in the advancement of eur Syned, we must be sure eur
childre%ﬁnderstand and believe them., Te teach our youth
the same ideas in the same manner in which past genera-
tiens were taught is unreasonable. Children at the age
ef 10 are wise te the facts of life in this werld. Many
at that age are already smeking, an alarming number use
"street-drugs": it was neted in an editerial on the radie
that there is an epidemic of very young, unwed mothers
in Califernia. De children in our parechial scheols -
need extensive training at such an innecent and beauti-
ful age simply te learn te live as a Christian.in this
world? )

OQur Christian high:scheols and colleges alse have
similar proeblems as they face a world of deception.
Yet, their growth in eur Syned is a great blessing of
Ged's grace, He has called and enlightened fer us,
competant and devoted instructers whe have continued
stedfast in seund, consistant d@cfrines of Hely Scrip-
ture. The graduating class of '80 frem the Wis. Luth.
Seminary is an example of the efficiant training in
the inerrant Word and the LConfessions which the facul-

ties of WELS' institutiens previde,.
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Our Syned's histery can be traced through, the light
of the Cenfessiens, The questien cencerning the future
ef eur Confessienal Syned must be answered with the help
ef Scripture. It is basically Scriptural te give two
steps in laying the greundwerk for the future. TFirst,
we must heed Christ's directive t%kentinue gsteadfast in
sound dectrine and His Werd; and the secend, we must at
the same time recegnize the need_f@r Ged, in His abun-
dant grace, te preserve His Hely Christian Church. He
igs the One whe shall determine the future fer her. Our
hepe lies in the premise that He gave us. We knew that
the gates ef Hell shall net prevail against her. "My
werds", Christ said, '"will never pass away."

Our Church may net always have the prifilege of
peace time security, howver. The beek of Revelatiens
darkly warns ef a peried ef time called the Armageden
which will ceme befere the triumphant return of Christ.
It has been interpreted by seme that during this episede
the Church will suffer severe persecutien. 4 Christian's
confession ef faith could cenceivably bring him the terror
of a cencentratien camp er perhaps death. 1In view of
recent events the question arises, "Could the rise of
Seviet power be the final unleashing ef TLucifer?" That
Country has been becoming evermoere pewerful and threat-
ening. The move inte Afganistan was swift.and unexpect-
ed, rather like the strike ef a serpent, a creature so

often referred te when Satan ismentiwned. The Soviets
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are keeping tabs en our technelegical advancements and
weapen supply and are pregressing aleng wifh us.

Civil defense and the armed ferces are the areas where

a great share of their tax meney geoes. The USSR.wants

to prepare for anything at any time., The rumers of what-
they might be up te are everywhefe. Could Cemmunism be
the next step? Is the Secial Gespel paving its way?

We must be watchful and wait, helding on strongly te

the Seripture.

Despite these troubled times, the U.S. remains a
free country teday. People here may believe in and
worship their Ged in any manner they wish. Was this not
the very geal sought by eur ceuntry's feunding fathers?
Many ether natiens envy our freedem and perhaps teo
many of us take it fer granted, The U.S, is still the
only country whese currency carries the inscription
"In Ged We Trust",

Therefore, whether peace or persecution, the future
will certainly prove a struggle for the cause of Lutheran
purity. Scripture tells us so. Men's hearts will grow
celd, increasing lovelessness and deep deception will
take held of the world; there will be wars and death all
around.

Whén His\disciples askedﬁgﬁe signs signalling the
end of time, He told them,

"Watch out that noone deceives you...

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but
see to it that yeu are net alarmed. Such things



must happen, but the end is still te ceme.
Nation will rise against natien; there will be
famines and earthquakes in various places. All
these are the beginning of birth pains.

Then yeqhill be handed over to be persecut-
ed and put te death, and you will be hated by
all the natiens because of me. At that time many
will turn away frem the faith and will betray and
hate each other, and many false prophets will ap-
pear and deceive many people. Because of the in-
crease of wickedness, the love of most will grow
celd, but he whe stands firm te the end will be
sawved., And this gospel will be preaced in the
whole world as a testimeny te all natiens, and
then the end will ceme!"

What i1s the future of Cenfessioenal Lutheranism in
the USA? We can aly speculate about the answer to this
question, Fortunately for us eur leving Father is the
One in contrel. We knew the purity ef 8trict Cenfes-
sional Lutheranism is our guide, We must cling to it
with all our might in order to face the trials which
the future may hold., We must teach our yeung the great
impoertance of Scripture and the urgent need te under-
stand and accept all that is centained therein. Only
then will the future seem bright. Only then will the
future of Confessional Lutheranism track in line with
success., May the Lord through it preserve His Gospel.
May He grant us His Holy Spirit te guide us in applying
the Cenfessiens to eur everyday lives. May Ged grant
to eur Wisconsin Evangelical ILutheran Syned teachers

and ministers whe will reflect sound dectrine, seund

faith, and abselute ebedience te His gracieus will,
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