He'}re here these days with a specific burden from God on our hearts.
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He has

gaid to us as Paul once sald to Timothy: “The things that thou hast heard of

| “me ... the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall bé abla to teach others |

also" (2 Ti 2:2). The specific assignment of this essay is to suggest areas
~ of 01d Testament study which the students in our World Mission seminaries
_should undertake before entering the work of the pubH; ministry.

This is an area which 1t will be profitable for us to explore. It may be

- that exploring this topic may be ambarrassing when we are confronted with
evidence of our own neglect. The New Testament writers, €.9., consistently
assume in their readers an acquaintance with the 0id Testament considerably
beyond that possessed by many preachers today. There are 75 references to
pbraham alone in the New Testament. The New Testament s a thoroughly Jewish
book, and the better the graduates of our World Mission seminaries unders tand
the 01d Testament the better equipped they will be to understand and preach

the Hew Testament.

The 01d Testament courses which we offer at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and
which we will want to offer at our World Mission seminaries are of two differ-
ent kinds. There are certain OT bocks which we'll want to study thoroughly,
The remaining OT books we'll want to survey, in what

in exegetical courses.
But as we plan our OT work we'll

we call Isagogics (Introduction) courses.
want to give gmial cons_ideration to the

OBJECTIVES OF OLD TESTAMENT COURSES AT OUR WORLD MISSION TRAINING SCHOOLS

om the important persen is not the instructor

(Since in e%ry seminary classro
but the student, these objectives will be stated in terms of the student, not

in terms of the instructor).
f
It goes without saying that the Tirst and absolutely basic objective for all

our OT courses will be that the student understand God's plan of salvation
cantering in the promise of the Savior. And for this an exegetical study of
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the first half of the Book of Gengsis i3 aveintely indispensable. At WLS
the exegesis of Genesds P24 coniptes wo pevicee fuesy lard 4n ore guartar
thiee periods/week) during all tnrec Gu@lLEs L0 i duniee year. Genesis
25-50, together with the rest of the Pentateuch and the Former Prophets, is
~then surveyed 1in the Middjar Isagcgics course. - -

,Nhat_yarrfe;the emphases n the Book of Genesis that we want avery future pastor

~ to recognize and to adopt as his own? Yhink of how God reveals Himself, first
of all, as Elohim, the wise, powerful, lToving Creator-God, who wants nothing
more than to share His love with @me® children whom He created for himself.

~ In Genesis 2 we meet God as Yahweh, which is His 0T Savior-name. It's signi-

~ ‘flcant that the Hebrew name for this, YHWH, 1s a verb form, a form of the
Wl verb "to be." He {s the great "I AM." Tha’ name describes Him, first of
2ll, as a God of absolute independence. By conirast, we creatures are totally
‘dependent; "in Him we live and move and have our being” (Ac 17:28). He depends
on nothing and no one. Apply this truth to God's grace, and we see that His
grace is absolutely free, that it's self-determined, not in the least dependent
On any response from man. This name YHWH emphasizes the monergism of grace, in
sharp distinction to present-day “"decision theology," which tells a person: ,
"If you dacide to surrender yourself to the Lorg Jesus in faith, then your sin
will be forgiven.” '

That vert form YHWH which the merciful LORD chose as His 0T Savior-name 1s sig-
nificant for another reason. It's not only a form of the verb “to be,” byt
At's the imperfect tense of that verb, a tense which describes the action of
the verd as continuing. Jehovah is the God of absolute constancy. He is the
God of free grace, but also the God of fai thful grace, who cannot be moved
from faithfulness t His pramises.

The subsequent chapters of Genesis are an alaboration of this constancy. Even
after the LORD was rebuffed by #1s children 1n the Garden of Eden, His powerful
grace movad inﬁicti@n. ¥ith His promise of a Savior He moved to undo the
results of their rebellion and to restore them to Himsalf, When the descend-
ants of Seth tumed thefr backs on the Promise and fntermarried with the god-
less Cainites, calling down upon themselves the Judgment of the Fleod, the God

: {)f free and faithfyl grace preserved His family through the line of Noah. After
- the Flood, when Noah's descendants with their tower-building project rebelled
‘against‘the Savior's gentle leading, the same steady Savior-Tove moved into ac-







‘ ‘;,"as the Mew Testament. This 1s net o 5av ihat *hn» procedures He followed in

- W5 ongoing attemns %o win - *-:ﬂ;,::;'-. ooy v omdand pthanged o BY O M

Sinai God gave Abraham’s descendanus 2 weddage wini 2 Was sestined to play a
major rols for the rest of their history. The Pwenan* which God established

S with the nation of Israel at Mt. Sine! has been wariously understood by reli- . .. .

' ~.jgious scholars. Even worse, its role in the 1ife of NT Christians has been

’ilz",f‘ftragicaﬂy m1sinterpreted, usually with one of two results: legalism on the

.V]_T"one hand, or antinomianism on the other. Heve, surely, s a second major ob-
f”"jective of the OT instruction at our World Mission seminaries: that our nation-

- al preachers understand the Sinaitic Jaw covenant as a vital discipline for
o God's people, serving (and not displecing) the Abvehamitic covenant of pure

 grace until 1ts fulfillment in Christ.

-

Surely you have already heard somebody who should’ve known betiter caricature
- this teaching by saying: "The OT was the Law covenant; the KT {s the Gospel
covenant.” What a cruel distortion! :

- The people whom God addressed at Mt. Sinai were not a group of insurgents %o
whom God was reading the rlot act; they weve children who stood under His
grace. The first words He spoke to them at Sinaj were: "I am the LORD thy God,
which have brought thee cut of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage"
(Ex 20:2). Prof. August Pieper once commented: “There is no purer, more heart-
waming gospel in the whole Scripture than this." &Gathered at the foot of Mt.
Sinal were Abraham's descendants, beneficiaries of that covenant of pure grace
which God had made with Abraham, and God addressed them as such. |

But St. Paul helps us to look at those peopla in another aspect. Children of

God they were, but immature children. In Galatians 4 Paul compares them with
minor children, who b@ca&m they are not yet vesponsible must for a time be

- placed un@w f@%minﬁ. It's in this Tight that students at our seminarles
- must be helpad $0 vfw the Sinaitic law covenant. -

_ Think of the context 1n which the Sinaitic covenant was originally given. The
. Tepaaldtas wama Jourmaving firom me'l' to the Promised lﬂ!‘ld th@!l‘d been on the

' I-'lllGliWi Mol le JWdliley tily =i =S el

road less than three months. But the record of those months was almost constant

complaining against God, questioning His love, impugning His motives, and re-

‘ belling against His good guidance. And so, when the Israelites veached Sinai,
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6ed tald them: “"Stop have; I wans oo ek o yoe M

What God sald to Isrued u‘uv*fng W2 GEBETY LD ks s iy spent at Sinai

Is called a covenant. But it's Impertant that ous students recognize that

tha Sinaitic covenant did not annul the earlier covesant of grace 6od had ,
made with Abraham five centuries before. Far from veplacing it, the Sinaitic
covenant served the Abrahamitic covenant. Certain provisions of the Sinaitic

2 covenant (think, e.g., of the ritua} of the blood sacrifices) 11lustrated

fiod's gracious plan for restoring the sinner %o Himsalf. Without the Abrahami-
tic covenant -- all promise and nothing but promise -- the religion of the 0T
o would indeed be an essentially differant religlon from that of the HT.

The Sinaitic covenant was never intended to be Final, It was a tempomw/dis-

cipline placed on God's OT people during the peried of theip minority. All of

Israel's religlous, social, and political jife was regulated by laws and ordi-

nances,which were dropped when Christ cams. They had then outlived thelp use-

fulness. While they were in force, they served a threefold purpose:

1. They were a wirror, helping the covenant people vo realize their sinfyl-
ness and their inability to 1ive 11ves of perfect Tove for God and for

peopie;
2. They wers a hedge, setting the nation of Israel apart from the idolatry

and wickedness of the surrounding heathen, and kszeping the nation intact
to foster the worship of Jehovah and o preserve the Massianic promises;

3. They were to foreshadow the blessings Christ would bring.

- As we train our future pastors for World Mission fields, we'll want to make
‘clear that the Sinaitic code was given to one people, ancient Israel, and
‘that this Taw code 15 abrogated. At the same Time we'll want to make clear
that a]thou@)'ﬁ;i& provisions of the Sinaftic law code are purely ceremonial
{e.g., the lméfsz_'r}uigarding clean/unclean foods), yet scme of the Taws wrdtten
down by Moses at Sinai represent the fmmutable will of God (e.g., "Love God
with allyour heart, and your nefghbor as yourseif"), This immutable wil] of
‘God 1s not abrogated, aithough the wording of this immutable will of God as
Tormulated through Moses is abrogated.

Only 1f these considerations are kept 1n mind will our national pastors be
able o avoid putting a yoke on the neck of Christ's 20th Century disciples
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whiuh they're not able o bear. Oniy “hen will thev be able <o give credit

_ 50 Chrish o Who has abolished The Tou oo ceoendrmars which was 9n ardinances

AEph 2:74F).  And only then wili o ‘ e s U LW L LAl RRL Y D e
Tiberty with which Christ has made them frea,

111,

. The ﬁistory ot the church in the 20th Century shows an wnusual interest in the “” 
"”doctrine of eschatology. As you know, the ancient nation of Israsl plays a

- signi‘!cant role in the eschato?ugves of those church bodies today which have
miilennialistic tendencies. pensationzllst premillennialists, e.g., hold

L ;,tha* in the millennum Esrae? will be Tes?o"ad o the 1and of Palasiine. ue-.,Tﬁ;_v__,v;;R
C 0 sus will sit upon the literal throne of pavid and will ruie the world From

~

Jerusalem, which w1]1 be the center of ths wor!d.‘

Since our understanding of the New Testament will be determined by our under-
standing of the 01d Testament, i1t is important that the national workers in
World Mission fields gain a clear understending of the astablishment of the
theocratic kingdom in the promised Jand of Canaan.

From the time that 8od First established His covenant with Israel at Ht. Sinal,
He made it clear that that chosen nation was something special o Him. Ancient
Israel was Jehovah's servant and stood in closest possible relation to Mim.
Isreel was religiously distinct {cf the First Table); ethically distinct (cf
the Second Table); cev@mcnialiy distinct {cf Leviticus); geographically dis-
tinct (God dwelt among them). For several millennia it was through circum-
cision and entry into the nation of Israel that a parson became a member of
God's family. It was through Israel that God gave the light of the Gospel o

a darkened ancient world. It was through Israel that Sod gave His written Word
to the world. ‘And 1¢ was through Israel that God later gave a Savior to the

o world. Psalmigt and prophet alike cite Israel's deliverance from Egyptian

slavery and u_w,sabyieniaﬁ captivity as types of the greater deliverance to
be effected by Jesus Christ.

it i’oﬂows. then, that the gardﬂv head of this “!nnnd:m of nv*im:i-z "7 this
~ "holy nation" (Eg 19:6) was himself to be 3 type of Jesus Christ, great David's
greater Sen. 6od's medel for Israel's king was not that of a passer of laws

‘fvor a collector of taxes, or ecven that of a ruler over people, but that of a.
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truth. Nc prophet is accepted in his Pome “ouwn. { assure you that there were
many widows in Israel in Eldden e “fme, wien Che tky was shut for three and a
naif¥ years, and theve was & sevz. ¢ @nlle croencton o caw hod et EVigah
- was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in 7a*epha+h in the region of Sidon.
: ©~  And there were many in Israel with leprosy “n the time of Elisha the prophet,
yet not one of them was cleansed except Naaman she Syrian" (Lk 4: 24-27).

1v.

o ﬁ', Any attempt to appreciate the life and literaturs of a people must take into
. account the physical environment in which they Tive. &ographica] and climatic

'fa;tors have a significant influence on @ community's and a natfon's history.

This 1s espectally true of ancient Israel. Under God Israel's history was in
large part shaped by 1ts geographicai setting. Furthermore, its literature
is full of symbols and imagery and references taken from the culture of its

, day Here is another area of 0T studies which deservesemphasis in our World
" Mission worker training schogls. The student needs to understand the geographi-
cal and h'!stoﬂca) background on which the OT narrative has been revealed to us.

How do you explain "a land flowing with milk and honey?" How ds you éeﬂne
"wilderness?® There are a nusmber of reasons -- and some of them geographical --
why the Northern Kingdom fell into idolatry and went into captivity more than

a century before the Southern Kingdom did. Our OT course offerings should be
designed to provide students with information like this, information which they
need in order to appreciate the 0T properly. This essay can only sketch a few
basjc considerations and attempt %o {1lustrate their significance for under-
standing the OT. '

The larger gmgraphica! context in which the 0T was wr1 tten is the Fertile
Crescent, that hisge sickle of arable land extending from the Persian Guif
northward up e valleys of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and then arching
southward dmm dastern Mediterrvanean seaboard toward Egypt. The Fertile
Crescent was enclosed by three great barriers to movement: mountains east

and north (in pmsent—day Iran and Turkey), the arid Arabian Desart, and

the sea to the west. The land God chose for His covenant people was a narrow
strip of land which served as a corridor joining the continents of Asia and
Africa. In the fertile lands to the north and east lay the great civilization
center called Mesopotamia. To the south of Palestine was another civilization




 center located along the Nile Rivar

"‘Himt difrerence will tnis ‘ﬁowlcunt Hetnw s sl et ob e 077 The scu-

~ dent who has recognized Palestine's strategic Tocazion on the intercontinental
- routes between Asfa and Africa and betwsen Asia and turope will, for one
z_,'thing, be quick to recognize what an advantage this location was for spreading
\the Gospel.

S f’_Or think of this. Since the nation of Israel was Tocated in a narrow corridor
- of land between powerful natfons, the story of Palestine is pretty much the
~ history of the struggle between Mesopotamia and Egypt to control this Tand
bridge. ‘ |

7

A geographical tenn which occurs frequent]y in the sacred record is the tarm

- 'wildermess." When you're discussing, say, Israel’'s 40-year wilderness wander-
~ing, and a student asks: "What was the wilderness like?" what do you answer?

Do you compare it, perhaps to the wilderness which Ameﬁca s early pioneem
conquered? A study of Palestinian geography will reveal that there's just no
comparison between the two. Was the wilderness perhaps a desert, Tike the
Sahara? The wilderness in the Hegev and in the Sinai contains only small
patches of sand.

- Wherever we meat “"wilderness” in the Scripture, it's a wasteland; 1t {3 never
a place to be desired. In his farewell address to the Israelites Moses referred
to the wilderness as a "howling waste" (Dt 32:10), as “that great and tervible
wiTderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scovpions, and drought” (Dt 8:15).
It was that barren area east and south of Palestine with insufficient pracipi-
- tatfon for rain-fed agriculture. Isaiah calls the wilderness "a land of terror"
(21:1), a fitglng place for Jesus to meet Satan. Additionally, there was

always dange) Wild beasts. The traveler in the wilderness was also faced
with the 4 hecmng disoriented and getting hopelessly lost. The Is-
raelites may therafore have felt they had good reason to be concerned when,

after leaving Egypt with its irrigation culture, they traveled for three days
~ into the wilderness without finding an oasis. An understanding of geography
- makes 1t seem all the more miraculous that the Israelites dida't starve during
- forty years in the wilderness but found both food and water. And they didn't
. get lost, either, but were confrontsd by the Savior every step of the way.




Permit one more examzla of tha wat.n TR LT siyment o a Study of Paies.
“Inian 9ROgTaphy,  Aftsr the o B R T leraet anc the -iyi Wi
which fo]iowed the reign oF Sotomon, My Sl pou s oonse vi Was That the
norther &ingdom, with ten of the welve tribes ang the +on's share of the
territory, las ted only 200 YEArs, winepreas the Smallar kingcom o7 JUda.h 10 the

intp Captivity? Now to be Sure, there wera 3 nurber of reasons, but several
¥ery Tmportant ones were geographical. The Southern kingdom of Judah was

situated in mountains which serveq w0 isolain it Those mountaing may have been

only 3500 feet above sea leve] » but they did for Judah what the German language
did for the Wisconsin 3ynod in the First decades of this century; 1t isolated
the synod from trends which coyld have derailed it.

By way of contrast, the northem kiagdom of Israel was criss-crossed by a num-
ber of vaileys and plains which provided a ready-made access for the cul ture
and commerce -- ang for the 1dol-worship and the invading armfes -- of neigh-
~boring nations. . ' '

Another part of the background that will assist the national pastor in his
0T study is the historical and cultural background of the nations with whom
Israel interacted during the 0T period. Before the Israelites entered the
Promised Land, God gave then strict orders to wipe out the Canaanitas, [Ip-
mediately some questions arise. Exactly who were these Canaanites? And why
were they to be annihilated?

Archeology has provided some usetyl infermation on the cul ture and aspecially
the religion of the Canaanites, which centered in the so-called fertility cylt.
This was a religlous system consisiing pretty largely of Sympathetic magic,
by which the Caiam'lm deities Baal and Ashteroth wera prevailed upen to
' grant the bl s$ing of fertility -- to the 5011, to animals, and to humankind,
R means cog ?y used by fertility cylt devotees to persuade the Canaanite
deitias was "éacmd marriage,” sexua) activity of every homosexual and hetars-
sexual variety. Wity this background it vecomes clear that Elijah's killing
the 450 brophats of Baal and God's «:omns'.’ to eradicate the Canaanites ware
‘not fmmd remants of ap earlier, cave-man mwrality, but a morg] necessity.
This was not tloodthirst; this wWas radical surgery, absolutely necessary if
the covenant pecple were not to be engujfed In a tide of heathenism, infected
with venereal disease, and ul timately lost 4o €od's family,










Re: Change 1in the last baragraph on page 13

which the historical-critical method operates, THe basic
premise of the historical-critical method 1s that the
Bible 15 3 human book that 1is not inerrant, and that

ments of the Bibie are correct and which are false., The
first premise or the most radical historical-critical
School 1s that there is nothing Supernatural in the
Sciipture, and that any account which claims to be super-
natural is contrived and Spurious.  The Second premise

1s that Since the Sceripture is a totalily human book, there
1s an evolutionary development which provides a rationail
€xplanation for every phenomenon reported in the Serip-
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‘wnai testimony Caris: and His a;«:sme‘ tore to the 0T Canon, us well as the

foverest Christian wiedtors of ¢ Fipsn fmyera) antweizz oF the Chyist] an erd.
The other subject included in what we call Jemeral Introduction 1s the history
af the taxt, the history of the Hebraw ond framatc focumenis ordginally written
down over a thousand-year period from ruughly 1450 B.L. to 400@ ﬁ It s no
secret Rhat all of the original documenis of the OT books, the sc-called auto-
. graphs, have been lost, and that the eariiest complete manuscript we have of
the entire Hebrew Bibla is dated at ca 1000 A.D., nearly 2500 years after
| "‘1*_’Moses originally wrote\the first five beoks of the Bible. Anybody who takes -
the 01d Testament seriously, and that surely includes the men training to be
. pastors in our World Mission fields, must ask: "If we have none of the original
_documents, then how did we ever get the text of the OT bocks?" .

Our World Mission seminariss owe these men information about the most important
early manusciripts and versions of the OT that have come down to us -- the
_coples of the original, the copies of copies, and the translaticns of copias.
Our future pastors need to know that the Septuagint, a Greek 0ld Testament pre-
parad for Greek-speaking Jews in Egypt about 250 B.C., is an important witness
to the Hebrew original. The Septuagint is the Bible by which, for the first
time, the knowladge of God's 01d Testament ravelation came to the Greek-
speaking world. Our siudents need to know that the OT manuscripis and frag-
ments and transiations, written op brittle papyrus and on elegant, long-
lasting parchment arve the vehicle by which a gracious God convaeyed t0 us

the revelation He originally gave to Moses and the prophets.

One more matter. Our national pasto&'s are going to do wider reading 1n the
field of the 01d Testament, and they're going to meet the historical-critical
method of Bible interpretation. Anybody who has done any serious reading in
- contemporary ﬂ'!‘ waterlals has met the denfal of Mosalc authorship. He has been
- confronted u‘( & fnterpretation of the OT historical narrat'!va which complete-
1y eliminates mry airaculous element.

Gur futum pastors need to know the two premises from which the histor‘lcal—
critical method o operates. The first premise is that there is nothing super-
natural in the Scripture, and that any account which claims to be supernatural
is contrived and spurious. The second premise is that since the Scriptire is
a totally human book, there 15 &n evolutionary develcpment which provides a

rational explanat'!cn' for svery phenomencn reported in the Scripture.



It follows, then, tha+ Siroy g aie Ps g hete 1y human sock, it PUSE Do spay

In the Same way as we read eny book, LT BEE Gp sYiivated and interpreteqd in o
the Tight of whatever data we Hgue @2t 15 revevans 1o the matter under dis-ﬂ o
Cussion. The men who will be the leaders o our national churr:h,eé need t

know, and to know meli, that 1f those two premises are permitted to determine

" our Bible 1nte'rpretation,‘then the 01d 7estament pag besn robbed of 1ts

o f."diﬂne wthority, and that”’the‘n' we have beep sbbed of any divine,assu!‘anc'e |
~ the 074 Testanent offaps us.

Much of the current crop of exegetical ang 1sagogica? Hter‘a‘tum 1s shallow,
a8 1S much of the preaching being done 1n the worlg today. There are many
reasons for that, but a very basic one 1s that 1 2 mn 1s off on the 014
Testament, he's 9oing to be off on the ey, You can't ignore what God says
in the firgt three-quarters of the Bible and understang what He has tg say
in the remaining one-quarter. "Whatsoever things were written aforetime '&am
written for oy learning® (Rm 15:4), -

John C. Jeske
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