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Michigan Lutheran Seminary's Second Director:
Ferdinand Huber

The instructor mentioned as possible subjects for the paper early
history of Michigan Lutheran Seminary in Saginaw. Being an alumnus
of that institution, the idea sounded interesting. But what protion
of early Mls history to take? The suggestion was made by the author's
mother to perhaps look into one of the early professors there, the
gchool¥s second diregtor, Pastor Ferdinand Huber. This intrigued me.
Although the instructor informed us "the more obscure the subject
matter is to me the better,™ I suspect this isn't all that obscure.
However, it appemwed to me that this would be an opportunity to dig into
the pawt and learn more about the early history of the school where
I spent four enjoyable years of my life. It has also provided me with
an opportunity to go back into my own family history to see what, if

anything, of interest is there.

So I have chogen to study Pasbor Ferdinand Huber, a man not?too
well known in our circles, who played a role in the development of
Michigan Lutheran Seminary and in the affairs of the Michigan Synod

in the 189013,

Ferdinand and Anna Huber were no doubt no different than any of

the other people in the German farm town of FEmmingen. They were



farmers like the rest of the people there. (Pastor Huber's daughter re-
calls her father telling after a return visit there in the 1920%s

that it hadn't changed from the time he was a child, still %otally

a farm town.) They had been marrked on August 24, 1837, and settled
down to begin a family. The Lord blessed their markiage with their
first child in 1838, Gottlieb Ferdinadd. The Lord continued to ine
croage their family, giving thém eight more children, the last one

being born on November 28, 1859, They nsmed him Ferdinand. Father
Ferdinand died in 1875, followed by his wife fnna in 1895, So Ferdinand

Huber grew up in a large farming family, the youngesit of nine children,

At the age of fourteen, in 1873, Ferdinand joined his brother John
for & journey to the United States. They arrived and settled in
Washtenaw County, Michigan. John set himself up farming in the 4nn
Arbor area, an area that had g large concenitration of Swablans,
According to Ferdinands daughter, Ferdinand stayed with the Schaible
family while brother John got his farming operation undervay. So
Ferdinand no doubt would have been attending worship services at Salem
Church in Scio Township, Pastor Friedrich Schmid!s first congregation
in Michigan. It is also thought by Huber's daughter that the Schaibles

footed a good share of Ferdinand!s educational costs in future yearse

Tt was also during this timethat he spent with the Schaible's in
Scio that he probably met his future bride, Pauline Gartmann. At any
rate, not long after he and John arrived in #nn Arbor Ferdinand was
heading to Fort wayné, to attend Concordia College, the Missouri Synod
prep school. This would have been the closest school since the

Michigan Synod did not open it's seminary untill 1885 in Manchester.



For his seminary treining he transferred to the Ohio Synod's
seminary at Capital University in Columbus, Ohio., This was possibly
for distance reasons, Columbus being closer to the Ann Arbor area than
St. Louis. HNo doubt his affiliation with the Chio Syngd during these
years would be an influence in his decision on where to go when he

would leave the Michigan Synod some sixteen years down the roade

Huber finished his theological training in 188l. He then returned
home to the Michigan Synod to enter the parish ministry. He was assigned
to St. Matthew's Lutheran Church of Tittabawassee, Michigan, near
Saginaw, His doctrinal examination was conducted by Pastors St.
Klingmann and Christoph Eberhardt, and on November 10, 188 he was
ordained and installed as pastor of St. Matthew's congregationol H@v

remained as pastor there until 1885,

Dureing those years in Tittabawassee Huber was single but that
situation changed iﬂ 1884. On September 4 of that year he returned to
Salem Church of Sclo to be united in mar-iage with Pauline Gartmann
of freedom, Washtenaw County. Preaching for the occasion was Pastor
C. Eberhardt who based his message on Psalm 23:1., Performing the marréage
ceremony was Pastor St. Klingmann,2 The Lord blessed their marriage

with ten childeen, one of whom died at birth,

The following year, 1885, the Huber's moved from Titabawassee to
Zilwaukee, Michigan. He was installed as pastor oflSt. John's cong-

regation there in Msy. Here the first two Huber children were born.

A couple years later the young seminary of the Michigan Synod was

moved to Saginaw and Huber, being nearBy, was able to assist with some
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teachinge3 Tn 1888 he received and accepted the call to serve as dir-
ector of the seminary°4 vhy Huber was chosen to be direetor is a good
question, since he wes only 29 years old at the time, I imagine they
wouldn'™ want to burden Pastor Eberhardt anymore since he was the

synod president and also was already teaching some classes, Huber,
being in the area and also already doing some teaching ab the seminary,
was perhaps the most logical cholcee Maybe it helped being from the
Scio -~ Ann Arbor area where Pasbor Klingmenn was from, am man with whom
Fberhardt seems to have been a good friend from the early days of the
Synod. At any rate Huber assumed his duties as director in November

of 1888.7

Judging from the Seminary reports in Synodical proceedings Huber
taught a wide veriety of subjects. In the 1893 Synod proceedings the
section PSchulbericht Uber unser Seminar" listed the classes. In the
193-79/, school year he taught the Uld Testament religion course for
Quartaners which involved a study of I & II Samuel, I & II Kings and
Jeremiah 1-16, He also had QuartaLating Quarta Greek, which was a
study of the first twelve chapters of the Gospel of John; and Quarta
German speech, In addition to t:is he taught Quinta religion and Latin
and Sexta English, Latin and penmanship (going through some of his class
notes vevealed that he himself had beautiful penmanship, both in the

German script and the regular script),®

No doubt it was during these years that Prof. Huber became a good
friend of President Eberhardt. Working together training men for the
ministry sur#ly brought them close together. The two fanilies were

apparently quite close. Frof. Huber's daughter tells how her older



brothers and sisters spent much time at the Eberhardt home., According
to her, Eberhardts had no children of their own so they took a liking
to the Huber children., When I visited with Esther Huber she showed me
a possession which had been given to one of the Huber c¢’ildren and
which she now has. It was a si¥ver cup and pitcher set on which was

an inscription saying that it was a gift to Pastor and Mrs. Eberhardt
from the St, Paul's Ladies Aid on the occasion of the Eberhardt's

25th wedding anniversary. So apparently there was a close relationship
between the two men and their families. So much so that it was
apparéntly all arranged that Huber would assume the pastorate of St.

Paul's after Eberhardt!s deaths.

When that happened Huber did take over as pastor of St, Paul's
congregation in 1894.7 He did still have some teachingassignments at
the seminary, however. He continued to teach Catechetics, Greek, Re-
ligion, Geography, and penmanship,8 Also that year he had some Synod

duties. He was clected "Zweiter Sekratir™ of the Synod that year.’

The next year his duties remained basically t''e same with a few
course changes. That year, 1895, he taught Pastoral Theod}ogy, Greek,

teligion, geography, and U.S. Historyelo

However, it was in that year that the Michigan Synod got a little
upset about being asked to turn MLS intc a a prep school by the
Wisconsin and Minnesota Synods., The Synod ultimately split, with only
about ten pastors remaining- in the Michigan Di strict-Synod, among whose
names Ferdinand Huber's was not listedsll Accoriting to Koehler it was

the faculty of the school and the Synod praesidiim who were for the most
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part responsible for the split. At the time Huber was vice-secraetary
of the Synod and a member of the seminary faculty as well, Koehler
says that these leaders influenced the young pastors in the synod whom
they had trained at MLS., #&nd now they had them all upset about the
proposed change for the school. "The attachment of the largely still
immature element for t-eir alma mater was exploited by Boehner, Linsenmann,
Merz, and Huber."™?2 Koehler didn't have too much of &n opinion of these
men, as far as their theologicgl and teaching abilities went.

His (Boehner) three partners were men who had attained to

positions to which they were in no wise equal. They them~

gelves did not realize thelr shortcomings but were rather filled

with self importance. . None of them was competent to teach

a Sexta, still they were supposed and undertook to teach ‘theologye13

The year 1898 brought some changes in the now split Michigan
Synod and Ferdinand Huber was very much involved. The praesidium
was ousbed as the Synod was growing more and more dissatified with the
way things were being run.l4 And according to what Huber's daughter
had heard, Rev. Huber met with opposition in his own congregation.
Whether this is what caused the next happening, or whether there were
other things playing in, Whatever the case, by the middle oF-T898
Ferdinand Huber had left the Michigan Synod and his place was taken at
St. Paul's by Pastor J, Westendorf,1® Huber then apparently headed
back to the Ann Arbor area for a short time. The family Bible in-
dicates that the sixth Huber child was born on April 7, 1898 in Freedom,

Washtenaw Co., Michigan,

'He then turned to the church body from which he received his sem-
inary training, the Ohio Synod. He became the pastor of St. Paul’ls
Lutheran Chruch of Racine, Wisconsin, which was a member of the Ohio

Synod. There he conducted a long and joyful ministry, one which lasted



mope than thirty years. Also there in Racine the Huber family grew,
ag three more children were born by 1904. Pastor Huber completed his
public ministry when he retired in 1936 after 55 years of service.

His daughter Esther recallg that for.about two years after that Pastor
Huber continued to conduct German services at St. Paul¥s, but finally
had to give that up also. The Huber's remained in Racine for the
remainder of thekr lives. They were privileged to celebrate their
66th wedding" anniversary in 1944. On December 21, 1947 Pastor Huber

died at the age of 88 years.

Throughout his life Rev. Huber was privileged to serve the Lord
and his fellow men., He served the Lord as a pastor and professor.
He served his fellow men in the same capacities, but he also served a
few others in a very special way. He apparently sponsored a couple of
peonrle from the Germsn homeland as they immigrated to the United
States. One of those people was his nephew, John Gauss, the son of
his sister Caroline and her: husband. He came to America at the age
of 16, lived with the Hubers and attended MLS, He was graduated in
1895 and served congregations in Lapeer, Michigan and Jenera, Ohio,
as well as serving the Michigan District of the Joint Synod in various
capacities, When he brought his mother over from Germany she also
spent periods of time living in the Huber home. Seversl other people

Huber also sponsored as they moved to this country.

& speclal telent that Rev. Huber had was that o%writing poetry.
He composed poems for just about every occasion. I was shown and
permitted to borrow a boock in which Rev, Huber had written a good

number of seleections, many of them recollections of his years in



Washténaw~County, others remembrances of people with whom he had been
associated such as family mambers and also his colleapues in the
ministry. On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the first settlers
in Washtenaw County he printefl several of them in a small book entitled

Washtenaw Co,

Zum 100 Jahrigen JubilBum Der Schwabischen fnsiedlung z

Im Staat Michigan. I have included a couple of these at the end

of the paper. With several of the poems he incorporated the history

of a person or place , thus making them of some historical value.

Klthough Huber was & part of the problems in the Michigan Synod
in the late 1890's,there wag much good that he did for the church
body. The problems of that time no doubt overshadow the positive
parts of his ministry in that body. Obviously the pride of him and
the other leaders was hurt by the Joint Synodls decision to use MLB
as a prep school, and they then caused dissension in their own body.
This is what we gensrally find concerning Huber, as a look as the
gection on MLS in Koehler's book shows. But there is something

\positive that we can say. The Michigan Synod was endeavoring to hold
onto the Lutheran faith by training their owm pastors. Ferdinand
Huber was a large part of that. And although he maybe wasn't totally
gqualified to teach at the Seminary level, as Keehler proposes, he was
however, given & task to do, and he did it. Do we thank the Lord for
the work he did as a preacher and teacher of the Gospel, and as one
who trained Lutheran pastors. 4&nd I guess we use the MLS episode
as a warning not to let such things as our pride interfere with the

preaching of the Gospels
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Most sincere thanks to Miss Esther Huber of Racine, Wisconsin for spending
an afternoon with me and allowing me to borrow and look through many
personal belongings which had been Pastor Huber's or concerned him.

Much of the information for this paper was received from Miss Huber or
from her scrapbooks, etce

M so thank you to Mrs. Toni Bremner, also of Racine, for putting me
in touch with Miss Huber and for helping on that afternoon of digging
through books and scrapbooks,

And & thank you also to Mrs. Gerda Heyer for suggesting the topic and
for telling what she knew about Pasbor Huber and for helping contact
others who could tell me more.



@od;acitéglodeu’

m ‘Donnerfiag, ben. 4. ' Se
Aormtttagﬁ ‘um 104 Uhe luden. &

thgen Glodentdne ber wohHelan
n ev. lulh. Salemsfivde in Scio§
[iihem [ddnen Feftgotfeddienfte ei
FSollte bod) eine Hodieitdfeier ihre’
L wittbige Weihe fm Haufe ved. Hervig
| exhaltent, yumal ber jugenblidye Bred
tagam felbt-al8 eiit Dienct ded Euay
Géliums. feit baldb drei Jahren -f
Saginaw=Thale, 9 Meilen von Sqgi
Tt @itt},,m ver en. lnth, ‘mutbﬁ'
nbe 3u lxrtabamar ¢ ritftig m
egenémd& gewicft. hat. - .i;)err Paf
erdinamd @uber war. biefe
(adlide, Der mit feiner Bolbens
‘Bwut il Pauline Gar tag

widn i, der-jingften Todter von Spm.» !
@artmann in Freebom, %ai{)tena
Go , dur genanuten Beit mit vielers

% Bermandten . und  Freunden in bi"@
"‘ %uhgen Raume feter(id) geftimmt emré;
[#309.  Here Pir. €. B. Eherhardt vor %
be Saginaw Eity Hielt die 5}0(1;5eltépre 5

QA oigt fiber P3. 23, 1: ,Der Herr iff;
*'. ‘mein Hivte; miv it nidtd man
geln,” und Herr P, St Klingmantsy
i § vollzog ben Trauatt, an welden ev fiig
P Beralicher Teife nod vine naterhg
| AbjdicdSrebe anfglof und mit be

%

gta tniabf.4
Jerbau[e ber lieben Braut ﬂatt,@ b
g €3 ait nidts fef;Ite, {)ungev unh »Dur

@m -pdterlider meunb heé Braut_
Il qamd;. ver mit beffen Berhiltniffe
|| wahrend feiner Tangen Wartezeit woh
| pertraut ift, evdffuete bxefeﬁ”orhﬁ

S

Bielleidt mwéve manden ge
é&:tew ‘Befers -unb- Qeferinnen be
%aigtenam Bolt“ 8 nidjt. unange
‘ ¢ bier au ﬁnben ben
BT T Rilgemei
fen etmad lenutf)enbeé. So folg
3 dewt al3 ein RadElang dlefer fhss3
l nen Hodeitdfeier:

Nady langer banger Rarteyeit
©tebt hier der Brdutigam,
Ter auad der sven Giniomeais

APPENDIX 1

8

The Newspaper report on the
wedding of Ferdinand Huber
and Pauline Gartmanne

Ferdinand Huber, probably during his
seminary days at Capital University. (The
photographer is listed on the back of the
photo as being located in Columbus, O.)
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] MLS, possibly in 1889, since in that year there were 16 students T

o and here there are 16 students if the 4 meh on the front porch g

Jee . are faculty members, This is quite possible since the eecond :

Se ~* man from the left in that groups looks like Ferdinand Hubers o

TR




Poetry by Ferdinand Huber, from his collection of poems entitled

chen Ansiedlung zu Washtenaw

is

Schasb

Zum 100 Jahrigen Jubil&um Der

im Staat Michigan.

Co

Baftor Chriftonh L. Cherharbt.

(Qlingmann und Eberhardt erbielten ihre Ausbildbung auf mm.smn
deutiGen Dffionsanftalt und famen beibe gufammen nad) Amerika,
um in das toeitberbreitete Urbeitsfeld Bfarrer SHmids eingutreten).

Gin edler Jreund pon Klingmann tvard
Der wohlbefannte Eberhardt,

Rereint fie famen in bad [and,

1ind wirften beibe Hand in Hand.

Der erfte war vom Bad'ner Land,
Dodh Eberhardt pom Nedaritrand,
Bu Qauffen, wo ber Nedar fliekt,
Das Clternhaud did) freundlid gritpt.

918 Piarrer, jung und gang allein,
Sehrt’ oft bet €berhardt id) ein;
Die Stunben bei dem Gotte3mann
Sy nimmerniehr pergeffen fanm.

Und jeine edle Frau Marie

War immer freundlid {pat und friih;
Sie jorgte, jorgte fonder Qohn

9018 war ber Galt ihr eigner Sobhn.

Nudy Duter Reimold war nod ba,
Sie wohnte einft in Waihienan;

A18 Sdwabenfind fo gut und {Glidt
$Hat fie dad Lidyt der Welt erblidt.

Bar friife fam fie itberd Meer,

$alf bet der Arbeit, Hart und {diver,
Dak aud ded Uripalds Dididt werd
€in rofig Heim, ein frauter Herd.

Die Jabre fliehn, man merit ed foum.
Dasd [eben 1jt ein furger Traum;
Die RQieben all, id) jah fie gehn—
Dody broben gibt’s ein TWiederfehn.

— 10—

Bum Silberner Shejubildum.

Boftor Eberhardid und feiner Gattin.
{Befungen bon einem Chor der Waftoren.)

®egriihet fetlt bu, teures Paar,
Dad Liebend {id verband
Unbd freu bewabrie Jahr filr Jabr

Der Ltebe hetlig Band.

Der Segen Gotted fei mit Cud

lind made Cud) an [ebe reid;
Begleite Did), Du teures Paar

Sm trauten Bund nod) manded Jabr,
Du teure8 Paar

Bum Segen tmmerbar,

Der Friede, gleid) dem Sonnenidein
Aug {hinem DMorgenrot,
Der firahle beidben hell und rein
Nudj bi8 zur lepten Not.
Gegritndet auf be8 Glaubens Srund
Bereinigt durd) der Ltebe Bund,
So pilgert beide Hand in Hand
€mpor zum etv’gen Baterland,
e Hand in Hand
Bum ew’gen Baterland.

Lefrer Grnft Sperling.

(Starb am 1. Jan. 1933 mneunsig Jabre olt)

n des neuen Jahres Wenbde
Gingft bu au ber Heimat ein,

BWo der Jahre Rauf su CGubde;
Dort darfit du auf ewig fein
Gelig al8 ein Ueberivinder

Jn der Sdiar der GottesSFinber.
Teunsig Jabre durfit du wandern
Auf des Rebens Pilgerbahn,
Sand in Hand mit vielen andern,
Sdauend auf nad Kanaan,

Und auf beinem RQebensdpfadbe
Sdien fo freu des Baterd Gnabde.
3n bem Land, wo du geboren
Unbd bdie Jugenbzett vollbradt,
Daft du den Beruf erforen,

Der viel Herzen ghitdlidh madt—
€ine funge CYhriftgemeinbe
Bringen gu dem RKinderfreunde.

— 11—
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