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This duty whieh I em about to perform, the work of disseeting for
you that marvelous body politie, so that you might profit by obtaining
deeper insight into the intricacies of govermment, a more fulsome esbim-

o

ate of the benefits of eltizenship, a more solid knowledge of youyr civie
dutieg, this-duty has come to me unbldden; and, T might edd, unwenbed and
unwelcome. I have never been a student of politiecal selence and have
been only mildly interested in the politics of our own and other nabtions.
I believe this condltion to be a common one among the Lutheran
clergy of our group; for,unlike the pastors of Calvinistie oy Reformed
churches, the ministers of our ehurches do not meddle in the alffeirs . of
~the state. Our egte@med Dr, Luther did indeed offer profound advice
of far-reaching effect both to the noblemen and citizmens of his day in

his letter to the German nobility, in other writings, and at the time

Q

P the Peasant Wars. We, however, have not been called upon by necesse
ity to delve so deeply into these matters, nor have we enjoyed the f@pm
utation which would make our statements as effective. Again, tho I
nay be very much mistaken in my observations, I have arrived at the con-
elusion that the members of our ehurches are hardly more econeerned With
the affairs of state than their pasbors, AGQOTdiﬁg to my superficial
examination of the matter I f£ind that Lutheran citizens are in the min-
ority, not only in numbers but also by percentage, in the politieal
field of our nation.

It is my fond expeetation that during the reading of my essgay you
will be affected even ag L was by my studies. I havé found everybthing
in conneection with my studles very interesting, with only one exception
That of the work entailed in arranging my presentation for your best
edification. The danger of listless recepblion which threatens most ev-

ery essay of spiritual nature, because of the weakness of sinful flesh,
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~. seems in this instance quite remobe; Tor in the last deecade and es-
pecially in these days the whole world is agog, yea disturbed, by the many
arguments concerning the comparative merits of the exlsting types of
government,

In our examination of the matter at hand we could g0 to the politi-
cal experts, use the bexthooks written for publiec carecer men, or we might
even descend to the philosophies of the Thot-stove league™ where surprig-
ingly often very sober, sound judgement is found. But we are not out to
assemble as much learning as we can under this theme. Ag Christians we are
primarily interested to find that by which our consciences are to be guid=
ed on the path of right. The conscience is not bound by opinions op men,
exeept under certain conditions as we ghall see; 80 I shall endeavor o
keep out of the human and usually debatable realm of politiecal vhilosophy
and restriet this presentation to that by which our conscience is always
bound - the word of God. The King of kings has spoken; let us prayerfully
hearken,.

Note: 1In quoting references I shall mention only the general gouree:
not the page, article, chapter,or verse.

I have taken the liberty to change the title of this essay just a
bit. It was to be®Civil Government and Citizenship®; I'prefer to work un-
der the more restricted title:

CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND CHRISTTAN CITIZENSHIP o
The parts of thig essay shall fall as the title naturally indiea%esiA%i%w
sentation follows Romans 13,1=7 in the main, liberal use being made akso
of 1. Peter 2,13,14,
A We turn Pirst to to the study of ORIGIN of civil govermment. There

is such authority. This need be no further proven than by Romans and Peter:

experience need not be called in as teacher. I shall give the sentences,that

apply,in thelr CGreek sentence structure and add the smooth English trans-
latlon of the King Jameg® version. "Every soul to authorities, having over,
put yourself under -- Let every soul he subject to the higher powers? The

"eXowsiag?

word authority,occurs twice more and in the singular form; =
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sia, Tnterpreters are a%fST(jhf disagreement Quuong -thensdyes (m"dﬂ@vMﬂMm?

AANEE




3. the nature of these %erm% Stoeckhardt Sayingf that the singular is abe-
stract and the plural @onq@@he in its concept of authority; Lenski maintain-
ing that both terms are abstraet. For practical purposes there is no Aifei
culty here; for where no people aTefx%%béovefnmenﬁe While abstraet authority
way not be visible/ when eonferred on one, for useful purposes it is always
concreves Both singular and phural Fforms are absﬁfaetf whenvI am alone in
the trackless wilderness, but very conerete, when in touch with human soc-
iety.

The next sentence: "For the reason no vower exists, if not by influence
of God = TFor there are no powers but of Cod” The word "gar” means to say,
This is the reason® for this subjecting yourself. The Wordﬁesﬁiﬁ” mneans
definite existence, because the accent is on the Pirst sy%gble instead of
the second. That 1little accent changes 1t from a mere copula or connecting
word to one that has exact meaning -"exist? The preposition "hypo® means
by the influence of, in consequence of, Once more this emphatic sentence:
The reason (for this obedieﬁee) is that no power exists, if not by the in-
fluenece of God.

After this negative statement a positive ome is made to make the truth
doubly eclear. "De" introduces the statement; it isra word of emvhasis and
may be reproduced as "moreover¥, The sentence as the Greek would say it:
"loreover, the exisgting ones (authoriti@s%wousaimgby the influence of God
(hypo theouly being arranged ones (tetagmenai), exist? or more smoothly,
"The powers thet be are ordained of Cod?

The word of Peter makes it trebly clear. Speaking of kiﬂgsJe%@; he
refers to them as to "belng sent ones by God¥ Thayer's dictionary has this

sy Wi
notation on the word pempo - sent@: v;gf.;ﬂColiff‘erf?s from hiemi in directing the
attention not to the going out bubt to the coming toward; when the “sender®
ls God, 1t may even imply that God is accompanying whom he sent? So we learn,

that whoever is holding a wank of authority 1s a "sent one of God”, whom the

,z

Lord is upholding.
That the authority here mentiomed is govermmental authority over eiti-

zens 1s understood from the whole connection in whieh it stands. Need more




4, be said about the origin of authority? Let us hear one lovely word from
John Gerhard, highly esteemed 17th century Lutheran theologian who lived at

a % N
a tim@é when Germany Was?@g;@ devastated than Europe may now bhe. He wrote:
fThere was no government in the garden of Eden: thru the fall of Adam man
had lost the secuwlty of bodily blessings in this 1ife; yet God graciously
appointed means to preserve them¥ Which? Civil government.

A2,

We proceed to learn the origin of the Fforms inmto which this authority is cast,
8o What we have heard from Romans and Peter seems to indicate that Gee
arranges the forus for the varying eras and conditions in which government s
have appeared on history's horizonm. The preposition Yhypo=by the influenee
of God; the word “"tetagmenal - arrange™; and the word of Peter “Pemponenoig-
sent ones™ all seem to indicate also arrangement of Torms by God. The one
outstanding word which the Lord spoke to Samuelf when Israel requested a
king in place of the Judges, "they have not rejected you, but they have re-
jected me} seems on the face of it o show that God is displeased with man’s
forms of govermment. If now the special interventions of God; as recorded in

W 4 : ﬂ”xal‘:j}m making o
Holy Writ, did prove awijtding-ebew’ govermument forms
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these manifestations of God's pexor, then one other important word of Petewr

z the reason for

would lose tremendously iﬁfgffe@tivenesg Tor proof. But the right understand-.
ing of God's anger, when Israel wanted a king as other nations had, is thig: :
They repulsed the tender love of CGod whieh formed for them the best rule

and government whieh thls world has ever scen. Peter's word, therefore,
becomes the deeiding factor in the question: "With whom do the forms of GOV ﬁ
ermment originate?” Peter and Paul,who wrote by the selfsame Spiriﬁ,are noe
atfvariane@g but compl@ment and support one another.

&; From Peter we heawr: "Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man¥
"Ordinance of man - anthroping ktisei¥? Anthropine is a deseriptive word used
of such things as belong to man; human endurance, human failing, human nature.
Kﬁisei in its Tirst sense means "ereate”; God alone creates, sdﬁﬁrefer to de=

fine it thus: making,as an aet of founding something. The forms then whieh




5. Peter mentions, Kings and governors, are of human founding. Let me
reveat: The forms of government are of human founding, origin, formation.
Lenski puts this better than I could: "God has issued no decree on the sub-
jeet, but he has constituted man so that in any community, large or small,
he must have order and some sortv of authority to enforce that order¥ More
e%peeially our church fathers have rightly shown this authority to emanate
from parental rule.

¢. On what or out of what does man build these forms, these laws of govern-
ment? By means of his Gid-given sagacity, intelligence, reason; tho be-
clouded by Adam's fall, yetn%§M§; capable éﬁ-produc;jforms that are fairly
helpful, though far from perfect. Jesus'picture of the unjust steward and
his words speak of this good gift of reason; the man had done wisely, and
Jesus sets his example of worldly wisdom before us,one which we ought pro-
fitablyf%ollow in spiritual things. The other means for founding forms

is the law ithieh is inscribed in the heart of man gk, Most, yea all,

government uses this basis fbr right in greater or lesser degree. It is used
in varying degree/ because the inseribed law is;§%;$g§é@$301ear,&@ﬁ sharp

' %ﬁf{s a result of eriginal sin.

d. What paré??% the ehurchgtoﬂgi;y in the formation‘and‘developement

of governmental forms? Not as a lawgiver for this world. The church is heaven-
centered. Im our Augshurg Confession we read -Trig.p.85 - "The power of the '
i Chureh has its own commission, to teach the Gospel and to administer the

f Sacraments. Let it not break into the office of another; let it not abro-

gate the laws of civil rulers; let 1t not preg%ibe laws to e¢ivil rulers cone
cerning the form of the Commonwealth. As Christ says "My kingdom is not of
this world? Such aetivity on the part of #ﬁ@ church is also folly; for there-
by it is working in opposition to itself. The church must work o change and

Tule men®s hearts by the only means at its disposal, namely, the Gospel and

Sacraments whereby the Holy Ghost worketh.

The church may do this thru its members in this way-that it builds a
well indoetrineted membership in whom also the law is burnished by teaching

the revealed law falthfully. Christians as subjects may o yea should, by




@ suggestlons for outward improvement assist in government, as ILuther

a
did in his letters to the eivil ruléé of his dey. For exmpole, he did vropose
the Timing of prices by the govermment and counseled maximum wage laws; he

realized the diffieculty of "determining the equity¥? Four Hundred Years, p.

awt
P [y o =3 3 2, 2 ﬁ n\’ﬂ'l”’ﬂe It
£25. He suggested that¥in order to do that better, kﬁ can itself buy up large

quantities of food, and store them and throw them on the market when prices

u,(/? 5’7.‘;’
= unouallfe

are high. The example of Joseph’s grain monopoly in Egypt wén@A
ied approval, and he believed the same poliey quite feasible in his day?Cgam@
gource, pBBBWQ His words of advice on public educabion aﬁd%ﬁ government%fora
eing parents eto send their chiléren to school are well known.

AQ 80
Let us look fiff at the value of governmental forms originating by man's

ordaining. By God's permissive providence humasn forms, offices, and laws be-
come the settled order. [[0 their Tullest extent/lhese human forms are i

made durable by his sustaining providencet: Unless the arm of the Lord up-

holds the govermment of sinful men over sinful men, no govermment could en-
dure or keep its forms at all. It would be like the tender, transplanted
seedling unprotected from the fierce noonday sun. Hear what Isaiah writes
about King Cyrus of Persia (45,1): "Thus saith the Lord to his aﬂ%ointedg %o
Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue the nations before him¥
Jesus speaks to corrupt Pilate, who had been appointed by Caesar: "Thou
couldest have no power at all over me, except it were given thee from above? .
Tt God's ordaining can be traced baek further still. It is by his sustaine
Ing providence that man still possesses intelligent reason, tho it is dulled,
nnd s knowledge of God®s law by nature, e’en tho 1% lacks fulness. By the
Splrl who made him wise, Solomon, making wisdom speak as a person, writes:
-Prov. 8,15 "By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. By me princes
Puleé5 nnd nobles, and even all the judges of the easrth? Rightlyﬁtherem
fbra?hhm Augs. CoanQArﬁa 16) proelaims: "0f civil affairs the Lutherans
teach that civil ordinances are good works of God? ]
Hyeor 1€
"here are other teachings on this matter. Of the purely humaﬁgjma%ern

Halistieffor rotionalistic,

s we shall say nothing, for they are a




i denial of God. It will be more helolful to refresh our memories on

the mlsconceptions of the other two branches of the FHIHIHE visible
Christian church. I offer here a translated quotation from the Weber-Bal-
damus tome on world history: - Vol.3 p.189 - "According to Roman Catholie
doctrine of state;all world power is subordinate to the church, i.e. to the
infallible pope; the power of the state is not imnediately of divine origin,
but exists thru bestowal @& the people under the sanction (permissive pro-
vidence)of the church. A prince who rules in the interest of the veople's
welfare may enjoy absolute power; if he does not, revolution is permissable.

These opinions are held also by others; it therefore entirely depends upon
what 1s to be understood by ’rule in interest of the people's welfﬂregylor
the Jesuits this naturally meant "Rule in the service of the church®. Tn
this view of the #ififfstate Jesuit doctrine is in conjunetion with the Cal-
vinistie view and constitutes a deecided contrast to the Lubtheran position,
which demands obedience under every govermuenty According to R. Cathelie@@ﬁ k
ans Calvinism the church becomes the immediate voice of the vermlssive Pro=
vidence of God. By the way, this view was of tremendous hefmﬁﬁg}%ﬁe R°C.
counter-reformation after Luthev s death. But the truth that truly applies
1s this: "The Bible is the sole authority of the chureh and the kingdom of
grace; but not in those institutlons which, as eivil government, belong in

the kingdom of power? E.A.W.Koehler=Christian Doctrine.
i

God's lordly part in government is emphasized a&di%ion&lly by this
word from Romans:"Whosoever, therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth the
ORDINANCE of CGod. (The same word for wg§?§ﬁ°¢wﬁ{n ;;oek is repeated here.
Again, the honor and dignity of earthly govermment is decisgvely stated as
being from God: Dimkonos, a servant of CGod Tor God's sake; leitourgdd theou,
servants of CGod for the sake of the publie. Servants are not lords?!!

sumnary: Thus, while forms, offices, laws are human, the governmental
suthority, empressed in these, is truly divine.

Aod,

Instructive and interesting questions and problem solutions in connection

T

With the nriein of envernmen o us. T offer hervewith




8. four guch specimens.
A Which form of government is vreferred and anproved according to the

Scriptures?
aa. There is only one such; and the Lord has discontnued this one, be-

cause of the hardness of men's hearts. That form was the theoeratic; there-
under God ruled directly by politieal lews handed downm by himself and admin-
istered by his own directly chosen servants,Moses, Joshua, snd the Judges.
He stipulated his own punishments for various wicked deedsyf and used his
ownt methods and means to bring the erring natiﬁﬁx%o respect his sovereign
rule ever and again; examples of such means for humbling the proud sinners
were the serpents in the wildermess and opvpressions by enemy nations.

Tho God's chosen people would have P i benefited greatly, had they
| retained thlgthTm@’€§?1heLr reﬁuest God withdrew this govermmental form.
le never established it again. The evident reason why God has not sought to
establish this in any other nation lies in this condition among men, thatb

live
Godly and ungodly ### everywhere intermingled upon earth. That is thefit

reason why it did not function with greater blessing in the time of its

existence; the Israelites had allowed idol=-worshipping natives to eontﬁ%ﬁe

;dwelling in thelr midst and from them they learned to despise the Lord.

The one-time Tuternational Bible wtudents, now "Jehovah's Vltﬂ@"qu that

( to be called

Jouisence group which does not even deserve FfHkA a Christien sect,

ldecry every form of government but the theocratic; they insist that it is

| the only form underbwhich men should live. But it ig clear that CGod himself

Ino longer proposes to use 1t. The Apology of the Augs. Cong. svesks pointed

t?hrﬁs on this:<Trig.pA3l- "Carletadt was insane fn Imvosing on us the jud-

leinl laws of MosesY No other form has werdptural aporovel. T should like

to ad, bovever, thet certain features about Communism and Nazijsm9 g8 re-
rted to us, are not approved in Serivture. Luther, according to reason,

sonsideredcoumunism s a wortsl foe to honest laborV-440 Yeorse,

o, The next specimen question is so much like the Fformer that one might

foy it 1g of the same family. This: Which is the best form of government?

iz va here din fmerica, and we wish 1t were everywhere, the democretic form




9, is dear to our hearts and we hold it to be the near ideal. Yet the
arguents of the vroponents and opponents of this our idesl are purely phil-
osophical. Alexender Pope, IEnglish poetyputs it very tersely thus: For forms
of government let fools wontend, Whate*ér is best sdministered is hest?
liigquotations from the Bible can be brought forth as well for this, as they
heve been paraded in favor of pacifism. While certain Christian principles
are embodled in our forms of government and ite laws, yet that does not

orove the democratic to be the best form of government. I mewdiion this, not
for the sake of belittling our form of government, but to emphazise the facth
that even so fine a governmental form as ours is not based on any special
seriptural princinles pertaining to government. For example: The slogan, so
vrominent in the days of 1776, "No taxation without representation” is born
of political philosophy and not of the Scripture. We know that our blessed
Sevior in his humiliation payed taxes without vepresentation, humanly speak-
ing. And, though his enemies falsely accused him of pervertihg the people,
Jesus never lifted his voice against the despotism of the Rofman Governmenﬁoi
Finally, ell existing governments are good for sSome Treason Or PUrpose, other%!
wise the Lord wouldn't let them continue, i
¢. The next specimen question is: Whieh form of government is necessary for
the welfare of the church? According to the admonition ®to pray for kings,
ete, the ldeal is one that allows us to lead a quiet and veaceable life in
all godliness and honesgty. In the Apology of the Augs. Conf. our church
teefdes: ~Trig.p.3%1~ "Heither does the Gospel bring new lawg concerning the
civil state, but commands that we obey present laws, whether they have been
Tremed by heathem or others, and that in this obedience we should exfercise
Llove¥ We may indeed thank God for the quiet we have enjoyed in religious

reedom under our Stars and Strives:; yet we also remember that the church

=
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.5t did not elways, nor does it now, everywhere enjoy such external
peace, We know also that the church has progpered both under adverse and

favorable governmental conditions; if nob outwerdly, thewénwardlyc If you

!

should ask one of the martyrs of old, whether #heg would rather have ex-




10 changed places with one of us %#fortunate ones, @heg no doubt would

e §
“look pityingly on us and rapturously explain that ghey "weme hadpny to be

counted worthy to bear shame for His HameV? We know that, as then, so even

now "the blood of the marpyrs is the seed of the church¥ We cen conclide
conly this: ALl government must serve the welfare of the chureh, for all his-
Foh.2,22 "The Tather nﬂve him to be .
tory revolves around Christ and his churohoAheac over sll things to the ehu;q
d. Consider the mystery of God's intervention to rule in special insbanc="'
es by hls sovereign power. P aa) He did intervene, as we hear of the ap-
pointment of certain men and governments outside of Israel. You know the
higtory of Joseph. Of Pharaoh we read- Rom.9,17 - "Even for this same pur-
poge have I raised thee up, that I might show my power in thee, and that
my name might be declared thruout all the earth¥ You know the story of

he B
Daniel anﬁ &ebuead¢neaza? Hear these majestic words uttered about proud

Assyria spoken by Isaiah -10,5.7.12.B8~ Y0 Assyrien, the rod of mine angewr,

and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. I will send him against an §
hypfocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will T give him :
charge....Howbelt, he meaneth nof/so, neither doth his heart think so; but ng
is in his heart to cut off nations not a few... Wherefore it shall come |
to pass, that, when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon Mbt. Zion f%
and on Jeruselem, I will punish the fruilt of the gtout heart of the king of:
Assyrie, and the @lory of his high looks....Shall the axe boast itself
ageinsgt him that heweth therewith, or shall the SW'magnify itself against

L regulated the activity of his vengeam@@;

him that shaketh it?" Yes,

and his chastigement. So we hear the Prophet Joel <2,20- "But I will re-
Tar off

nove/from you the northern army”. Yes, armies have been moved by his sov-

ereign will. Seripture is the only record of such interventions; but in

places the hand of history writes quite plainly, as in the case of King

Mexander's conquests whieh paved the way for the popularizing of the

Greek Janguage in which our New Testament is written.

- § o
1

bb) Suech interventions, however, supply no rule for divine formation of

govermmental Fforms. To say thaet God makes and remakes all governments and




O

11 their forms to meet the varying conditions, Just because of these iso-

tated records of his intervention, would be to accuse him also of insti-

gating rebellions. For we know that out of rebellions new govermments and
hane.
new tyves of govermment ef been born. Hurthermore, in examining these in-
in human pooe? 14

terventions of God, we £ind that God does not deal with forms, but with

individuals among men and nations
ce)
vfil [}
i

Toda 'l‘~/
There 1is no doubby et that God does still intervene. Yeb nq@ncﬂeqn

esta @H1Qh teday which, if any, government or ruler is God's specially ap-

i)iﬁteﬁ instrument. To sayTso and so 1s evidently raised up by God for this
purpose? is to dare to draw back the curtain behind which we should not

{mTervened He
venture to look. Yet, we have no doubt %hat‘@i still %&@; exns. as B did of

ev
old. In jaﬁleiﬁm ,21= we read " And he changeth the times and the seasons:

he removeth kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them

' thzt know understanding? Matthew Henry, English theologien, explains Ps.

7,9 "The shields of the earth belong to God" in these clear words: Mag-
ietry is his instiﬁuﬁionﬁnd he gerves his own interests by it in the gov-
erament of the world, bturning the hearis of kings as watbr, which way so-
gver he pleaseth?
£, Another questilon in connection with origin is this: When has w gove
srrent the approvel of God? We may ask this quesﬁion/ beeause‘of that
woleh i written by Hoeea/ the Prophetﬁw894w‘8f certain kings among the
19 tribes who by rebellilous, murderous acts seated themselves upon the
trhrone, God spake thus by him:"They have set up kings, but not by me; they
hoye made princes, and I knew 1t not? This problem dissgolves 1tsell into
ot da.cadant

tvr, others: When can it be seid of & new, and when of & tyrannical gove
erament  that 1t hes the Lord's approval?®?

sa) When i 8 new government approved by God? If new political philoso-

dhies exert their influence orfnew men arise and their philosophies are
K

7

seeepted and continue and their power holds swey without let or hindrance,
) The dnswgr comes from
it may well be said: "Ordained of CGodll #HHAIHHHEE#H# one word of Serip-

Frp o 0 e 3 — . .
bure:"Estin - existance¥ And so we must admit and agree to it that the

QMQVWMLW% gl forwms  now @@%atmtmq tin RMSSIQ} é@vwﬁmyﬁaaﬁ Qigcwﬁﬁye ls(aﬁ
Gads P&tuxi%gue, P&QUuﬂQbuJa .




18 bh) Can a tyrannical gove%%ent or one already extremely decadent be
sdid to have the ordaining approval of God? The simple answer is: Yes, if
it s%ill be in existence. Luther says of imperfect government: "It is the
Lord?s method in this world full of rascals, that rascals rule and hold them
in check. A righteous govermment is as a white raven{ a "rare bhird® ), a ‘
blessing which seldom is granted to any nation.® Lenski in his intervreta-
tionﬁ?omopa791) says:"Whether this authority is exercised in noble or in an
oppressive manner, whether it is attaine’@ in a legitimate or illegitimate jh
way, neither 1limits nor qualifies the Christian’s posiﬁion? and “The fact
that authorities or authority may act criminally changes nothing as to God?gf
will regarding their establishment smong men¥ This,that a despotic or de-
caylng government has God's support#igg long as it exists, is proven by the
instances in Seripture where we see the Lord putting an end to dynastbes

and kingly houses, as in the case of Saul, or to kingdoms,as in the case of

Belshazzar,who saw that mysterious hand/writing on the wall, "God hath num-

bered thy kingdom and finished it. Thou art weighed in the balances, and avb:

found wanting. Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians,®.
The Pselmist praises this in song also, saying (135,10} "Who smote great
nations, and slew mighty kings?

The powers of government might well be the objeot of our next oonsid-

$ 1. :":’JC 2 . 3 > o !‘ 1
eration, yet the purpose for the exlstence of government pyis so helpful %=

the definition of the extent of these powems, that it will be well do buila
up this background first.
THE PURPOSE OF GOVERNMENT o

Its purpose is threefold: To ineulcate or emphatically impress respect
for the rights of fellowmen; to promote good citizenship; to promote the wel-
Tare of all under its juriddiction. I have given these purposes in the order
in which they are set forth in Romaus.
1, To inculeate respect for the rights of fellowmen.

The government, ordained by God, governs over men who are by nature
sinful, selfish, and given to seek their own interests, These inclinations

T




13 must be curbmd in whomsoever there 18 no respect for the law of God,

gs in the unconverted. Yet, even for them that are turned to God by faith

in Christ's euBément this lesson is necessary:; for each of these still

hes an 01d Adam of greater or smaller stature. Respect for the rights of

others 13 to be taught by expressing God's threats and God's wrath with au-

thobity. ””hey that resist govermment shall receive unto themselves damnation?

The word W”?lMQW means judgement, which may be either favorable or adverse, |

The connection here demands us to understend“krima¥es adverse judgement, i
. awrhetl  fae ‘

or “demnation” as the English Bible reads. Man must learn that, he #hat trans-

E o . _— & -
gressed the law of the s%at@ﬁhas committed a sin against maﬁ?% repayment with

Yo
interest will be fovced upon him. The Christian wmen must learn that for a

sin against state law of whieh he does not repenth%ill have God's HliHibidd
judgement sgainst himself. The government,ififof course, is not to proelaim
the Lord's judgement of damnation, but by the practige of just judggment Tor
God it is to bulld up the curb of fear. This #ftruth is intensified by the ;;

9 .
next phrage: "For rulers are a bterror to evil works?.

By the goverumental activity of tracking down every evil deed and pummtf

wuiighing the culprit, the feeling of fear should be created and nurtured in the

... heart of every citizen, so that he be deterred from infringing upon the

rights of others. Where the fear of God is not presegmg whom men cannobt S@e9

ig to be made to btake

the respeect for the quiek wrath of the government ##ﬁ%#ﬁ{##ﬁﬁ its

e . - - K3 Y 7Y 2 -
e m080,learn not to violate the rights of others., In
s o : Laught .
the Christisn, however, it 1s the 0Lld Adam who must be.this les sson, that the

place. Only so will

government is“the minister of God, a T@V@nfger to execute wrath upon him thaﬁ%

doeth evil?

2, The government is also to promote good c¢itizenship. The Lord has ine-

teed baught us that man, spolled by inherited sin, cannot without the aid

of the Holy Spirit work a righteousness which is acceptable before God. Man

does, hoever, possess an inborn ability to do that which is right in the
alued

sight of,men; this we e¢all eivil righteousness. Under the article on Free

Will we read in the Apology of the Augs. Couf. (Trig.p335): “The human will

tawn to a ~erhoin avtont render atvil rishteousness or the rightecusness of




L4 works; it can speak of God, offer to God a service by an outward

work, obey magistrates,pareuts; in the choice of an outward work it can

westrain the hands from murder, from edultery, from thelt¥? Thie abilivy a

LU

government should foster, as is indicated in these texts - Romans -"Do thetb
whieh is good, and thou shalt have praise of the geme” and -Pebter- "For the
sraise of them that do well? Goodspeed in his translaetion reaches already

?or the effect of such pralse; he uses the word "encouragement” instead of

wpraise®. This praise comes in many fPorms: Medals, statues, rewards, pennants,

comolimentmry speeches etc. Thus a government by wholesome appeal to human
reasoﬁi?neline men %o prefer acts of elvil righteousness i£$$%%ﬁst@éd of
acts of violence Tor the attainment of pleasant life.
3. The final purpose of government is given in this well-=-rounded ward:
For he is a minister of God to thee for good¥ The word "minister” ocours
once more in this text; the English shows no difference in the Htiirine
shades of meaning. I would repeat what I explaimdd befores The first word -
diekonos- presents the servant as servant Tor God's sake; the second -leit
ouggai- presents the servant as sent by God for the sake‘of the peopleypri-
marily. ]
“The govermment is a minister of God unto thee Tow good” -- here we
see the minister of God active For God's sake. God is using them for his

durposes.

B The lebter to the Romans was written to Christianﬂ° therefore the
H uws that —-f"sz o’[ﬂ]/}[
words "To thee for good® tell,this good purpose &= of e the Christians,

Tt is for the sake of the Chureh of Christ that God has primarily ordained

government .

Christ, as head of the churchffand as Lord over all, rules in part b?ﬂﬁ%ﬁ

Q/“ML
| zovernments for the welfare of the church. This may not be apparent to the

eyes of his followers, esvecially in times and places where the government
is entirely set against the church. But we have this assurance by the Apo-

stle Paul:-1.Cor.3%,21-23 "Therefore let no man glory in meun: for all things

¢




o

16 are yours; whether Paul, or Appdlos, OF Cephas, ob the world, or life

or things to comne; all are yours; and ye are ﬁ

T

or death, or thingsjpresent,

get out of his hands, wher@Q}

christfs, and Christ ig God'sY Nothing shall ever

| by our best snterests are harmed. St. Paul was jmprisioned, there was a price

%
| on Luther's head Tor years,
the churchy We dare never under adverse conditions Tor

. good which the Lord has in mind for us ia our ebernal salvation, painfully 3§
4

but who emong us would dare to say:"That harmed

getfﬁhat the real

; N

! o . 40 a o P 9 2 o 2
garned by himselfl fOT{ﬂEfiﬁ his humiliation. And 1S not this his promise
concerning the worst of woes that shall come upon his earthbound Christen-

shall be shortened, there should no Flesh be saved; i

o K Iy ’ . ;

put for the electd® sake those days shall be shortened? So then, much of that |

broructes+ SETVES g ﬂf}&“ﬁﬂwﬂﬂ& : '

Whi@h4#%##ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁxhighes% good we Christians may expect elther FROM or
LI

THRU government under whieh we live, no matter where we live.

pad Certainly this good will come in a variety of forms. The first bless-
cetion of the church. If this were not so often

cupriheless,
ond, Yeb from the Lord's

ing by govermment 1s the prob
. be easily see7.
it would sioem wmadd emd

gontradicted by experience,

prophecies we see that this 1o one definite purpose of government. In Isaiah

-49,23- we read "And kings shall De %h§ nursing fathers, and their queens thy -
nursing mothers; they shall bow down tg thee with thelr face toward the eafﬁh;
and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou chalt know that I em the Lords .
for they shall not be ashamed that wait for maﬂg:@his is especlally spoken @f{
the church. We hear the voice of the heaﬁheﬁANe%iggdﬂezzar of Babylon raised;
up in defense of the church of olds-Den.3,29 "Therefore I make a decree,That H

n :
every people, nation, and 1&?/11&1@,@9 which speak anything amiss against the God’

of Shedrach, Mes¢haaha and Abednego, shall be cubt in pieces, and their houses

shall be made a dunghill¥ Strong protection under God! This good is recorded

on the pages of sacred and profane history repeatedly; and our fathers and we

have experienced this bounty, especially in this our beloved country, wherse

the free exfercise of rellglon is guaranteed under our congitution.

| bb) The se@dnd good, Tor which whk as Christians now again look and pray

5% with longing, i1s expressed in the Tord's admonition wthat we pray for




. /
16 all who are in authority, that we may lead a guiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and honestyf éZq/efsﬂfﬁwceabk<@é
ce) dnother good that comes to the church thru the administration of govern-
ment comes 1in disgulise. This does not come by intention of = government, bub
of the /ff/g/r/:?i/ /{/'ﬂp ¢

is couverted to good Dy God's providence. The Lord hath sgid,by Isaiah:i~10,7--
"Assyria meaneth not so, nelther doth his heart think so¥

We, the church of today, are experiencing this, even as our forbears

o . . . AR toé‘{g’éfﬁ . .
“.thave before usg. This disguised good “say cdme upon Christian peoplq)as it came

iL!upon Israel in Fgypt. There,quiet and peaceful days were almost unbelievably

{ov 772071Y /earJ’.

serena& Then, because this was not the land of promise, the Lord taught these

"L his ehosen people to long for the land of Abraham. This was accomplished by

he tyranny of Phareoh. According to reports that come to us from abwoad, mayi
10t this be a reason for a Hitler, a Stalin, a Hﬁirohito? We know that in .
ach of these countries the Gospel cause was being defeated by #ifmany of the?

ery ones who claimed to be espousing it. As for Christians of this our na-'

ion and‘e@en of our own beloved Lutheranﬂchurch, let us not think that we

re deserving of more tender treatment. %e ourselves are, however, now re-
elving such manner of good thru ourX@bvernmeﬁﬁiwggaers for seven day work. .
‘eeks, young men by the thousands taken away from the service of their chur@hﬁ
nd into the armed forces where they must be satisfied with meager ministra«‘gi
lons of the church, a greater tax rate which demands curtallment of persoms‘g
L expenditures, so that Christiens may yet support their churches --- all |

his and more to ehsstise us For our good.

Good also comes to the Chrisfians by forelgn powers that attack one's

%
O%n nation. Again this good is disguised to all bub our eyes of childlike

:
| B . . o s
@fﬁlﬁhe cuch aggression against one's nation entails suffering, loss, priva-

1
s L . . and much injustice
tion, death, heartaches. While the Lord certainly permits such Wars}fmﬁ the

i 7Y

. then
dﬁwurthlness and that they may be exferclsed by the greater demanda;ﬁhde wpon

|

their foith, patience, hope, and love. For Scriptural proof off this we hearke
!
1

i
%Q‘ Pl

s

o thhe rearcted annrengions whiech the Tord 3 hy foreieon sovernmments,




17 brought upon Israel during the time of the Judges and the Babylonian

. . —Hm’:"—
cavtivity., Thesm chastisements were, as we read in Jeremaiah-30,11%But I
+17:

will correct thee in a measure, and I will not leave thee altogether unpun-

For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of
thy wound, saith the LordVl How now, shall we,in whose lives and in whose
churches senctification (holiness of living) is ebbing lower, say that God
did not call these powers,that now war ageinat us,for our welfare? The sin-
cere prayer of all our Christisus ought now include words such as these:
0 Lord, for Jesus® sake, grant us thfy Holy Spirit in fuller measure, bthat
the chastlsements now upon'ug may serve to burn our hearts more fully to
thee in‘penitent faith and wé%ﬁ more holy obedience¥

Whether good or bad, faworable or unfavorable to the Gospel cause,
whether immediately with us or far distant, yet God's long range rule over

o

the world by these govermments is for the good of the invisible Christian

church and for each individual member therein. Here also the blessed wovd i

applies -Romans 8,3%2- "For we know that all things work together for good -
unto them that love God, %o them that are called according to his purpose?

[ God's purposes”for good thru the powers that be™ are also for the une

godly. So it must be understood by the help of this statement in Romans
=2,4="0 man, despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering: not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repent-

ance?%

aa) To save every man from the wilckedness of the eviledoer is TS codvs

purpose by govermment. A government is to protect every citizen against
fhﬁjvooj robbers, sdulterers, slanderers, false witnesses. F{ybHGTEE
A government is also to provide protection ageinst robber nations that would
prey upon the rightes or possessions of those citizens under its care. Civil

-

rogperity is destroyed by the evil-doer; our Lord who made such a variety
o . . P . . ,,q«n',‘t-q,1 +° all ;//é)i

or good things for man to engoy,W@ggg vreserve them unto” v, fu dﬁmc

Vi Y [, . . e X » o
bh) A government must also svend money in the interest of the common wel-=

Pore of its citizenry. This is the conclusion which must be made from the

tduwonitiont *Pay tvidbute also, for they ave Ged“s ministers Ou”’f"‘emm?

e |
Fietie Ry



continually upon this very thing”. The collection of taxes 1Is for
e state; but the pbaple are mot therefore for the state#.The word "iei- L

tourghiff-servant® with its shade of meaning swings the #pg##focus of pur-
e to be ¢ thit
 pose toward the veodle.Whereas the previous good things w@@e done by tne
chiefly
srnments as servants of God/in the interest of God, this good of collectim

1=

texes 1s done by the govermments as servants of God chiefly in the inter- |
of the neovle.

The good that ought to come from collected taxes is as follows, tho

n=ed hardly recount this to yous The officials of any governmeunt ought to
1ve them wove resis Lance
221d & sufficient salary to Sl s gainst the tempta-

ions of bribery and thus to insure more certainly an honest and fair sdmin-
tration. Some of this money the Lord wants for providing btangible bene- V}
ite which can he enjoyed by all; not =2s in China under its monarchical f
overnment

, Where the masses had to provide by tex for the easy 1life of the

idle nobllity. Good roads, libraries, schools,

=

ire departments, parks,etc.,
re privileges which all should have to enjoy. Part of this money must also

pent in the interest of protection ageinst evil, such as the vpolice de-

rerts ontu? geme wardens, army, navy,and all that goes with 1it.

%ﬁ%@ 4 short summary of the purnose of b“V@THMLHt_Wf?.CSﬂ hest be

£iven in God's own terse sumnarys "They are God's servants attending con-

o

tivuzlly woon this very thing? "The phrase §ffor this very thing'-eis autd
toﬂto@%é very compact word group for emphasiﬂgkgeemg to stregsg that that the
Dvernment 1s to ettend especi fally to tax collection. The question of just
hov: fer back this emphasls reaches 1 possibly a debat¢able onew for the Urasf

Chullenpe

o g o in the singular form. Yet who are we to pﬁ#ﬁmé Luther's ample know-

\ng@ of CGreek? He makes & noun out of a oronoun and translates "for thig

» Tepoak whale geylenee internreter

ﬁVva wroteetion¥, Hodge, well-known Celvinist %#yéﬁ## , writes: "for this
| Tery thing” is wost paturslly understood as referring to the serviceg which,
As mwinilsters of God, magistrates sare to perform¥ And so we take these
hements of Romsns 1% as God's summary of the purposes of government and

convineced that the forsgoing descriotion is complete. "Goveruments and

authorities are G wiuisters, who e fo aleud wpou Hhew sy MS o




19 Having estavlished the purpose of government, the study of its sover-

elgn power need not be so extensive,

. The Power of Government. or The Powers and Prerogstives of Government.
10 20
We note here the extent of its power and the limitstions thereof.

1. The extent of its power is indilcated by the service 1t 1s to perform.

&) Since the theocratic form of govermment, which is God's direct rule by

o)

his own laws, is no longer end nowhere in force, governmenty posses 58, The

right and power to make laws for thelr peoples, to fix tax levies, to create

offices Tor adminigstration of its affeirs. In meking lews it hes the right
to

to define eriminal acts,/establish the form and duration of punishment, and

150 determine what procedures and additional forms are best for the welfare
of the people and the state. "Human ordinances¥all. The extent of its leg=
islative power, however, is limited, as we shall learn later.

b) Having this power, it naturally follows that it =2lso has the power to

administer these laws. It has the right to insist that every citizen par-

ticipate in the execution of govermment plans to the extent of his ability.

@magl\{ steece heve that

gﬂlo will always include chr demand to pay taxes. The power to judge ahd

execute judgement lies very naturally also in the fileld of administration;

Tor where laws are msde, they will also be broken in this sinful world; the

extent of guilt and punishment must be fairly determined to #hiffproverly
2ive vent to Cod's wrath. In the Apology of the Augs. Conf. -Trig.p.331l-
Ve read:"Now the different lkinds of public redress are legal decisions,
¢rpital punishment, wars, military service.
e} In the field of punlitive vower all forms of temporal punishment are
at its commend. Here mentioned ﬁgf%ﬁg highest means at man's disnosal for
i executing of God's wrath: "IFor he besreth not the sword in vain¥ The
| Bovernment hag bthe right and ought to use its power to snuff out man'’s life,
léif lle so desgerve. From there on down, thru the entire category of punitive
énmasuresﬂthe government heg from God the right to revenge wrong-doing. The
government mey be altogether as mereiless as God, who himself sometimes

ESHOWS no merecy. The government isg God's official "revenger“-edikos®; the

4
N
i



20 with this power of execubing judgement lies the power of government

to declare war Tor the welfare of its people. The evil=-doer must be pun-

ished. i
a) o |

2. Now,as to the limitations of its power: Every government official

is resnonsible to CGod according to God's own rules of justice. Isaiah, speak-

ing as the Lord's mouthpiece:-10,1l-salth "Woe unto them that decree unright-

COUS GPCTEES,..0.=0-50 take awsy the right from the poor of my peovle...”
'lfhc‘ di[gmrar))mw[ y[/[/'c/'a/.! .
The most trenchant proof ofhrelative guilt,is brought by the word of Christ
at all
“1ieh he sooke to Pilate: "Thou couldest have no power/over me, excepbﬁﬁ

ere given thee of God; therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the
creater ¢in¥ John 19,11. Here then lies the first limitation in the use of
S goweﬁrsg By misuse of its legislative,judicial, or execubtlive powers

a government or any official thereof heaps upon himself the wrath of God.
The books of the Lord's provphets are replete with warnings which were spo-
¥en to such., A full answer bto the question "why does not the Lord pour outb

his vengeance upon such culprits before they do so much harm?® lies in the
chambers of Godfs mysterious wisdom from which we are barred. A fraguentary o
expAbnation of the longsuffering and patience of God's love lies herein: |
"Human ordinsnces® sre not based upon the revealed law of God, but upon the

ol o

Le . . . ot
viihieh is a combination of beclouded human reason andﬁéjiaded

natural lew,
companion volume b the revealed law of Cod. A gbvernment can therefore be
Llowed certain things which according to God's moral law are not permitted;
Lor examnle in the matter of divorces. According to Jesus' word - Matthew |
even %oses also allowed this particular thing: "Moses, because of thé%
©g of your heerts, suffered you to put away your wives" No govern-
hent operates with a poosulsetions that is entirely Christisn and is there-

Pere free to vbidde by the neturel law in f6dfilling its purpose.

N ' ° o 4 — ; g A ] 3 L - o
n) While T should rather forget about mentioning "unjust wars™, yet this

ns and is one that agitetes the

[®]

ter helongs in the section of limitetl

“inds in nreetically every g

[

neration; agitates the heartsstoo. Certainly,

Ay covernment that declares an unjust war is going beyond the powers it

it Fo




e

© 3 ° ) 3 3 o 13 °
AL has by God's ordsining. O0fficial declsions are none tohemsy in this

cace; the owroblems arefﬁﬁﬁi,especially in our comnlex age. Yelt T is re-

sins true: In declearing and wasing unjust war,the officsls who declore 1t
| ' held
tout of hate or contrary to bhetter knowelige are,accountable before CGod, just

the highpriest and Pillete were.

In connection with thig I oifer here a definition of the Christisn

-anception of a just war, based on thet of John Gerhsrds;: 1. A war of de-

caze. (For my part I can conceive of & condition where an attaciked nation

s o e ). woudd . e e o
L, bhecause offrefusal to pay Tair 1ndem%n1tysAﬁaruly he justified even

3

lefend itgelf); 2.A war sgoinst predelory nations which work harm to our
meland or @us people and will not heed honorable pleas nor threats, based

on common international justice. &. Wars for forcible recouping of losses
justly sustsined in the past by the conquest of a stronger nation.

Another very definite limitation is put uwpon governmental power by th@i
vord of Christ:"Render therefore unto Coesarf the things that sre Cassar's,
perverted

suny wisdom of Jesus? enemies, that, when they heard 1t, they had to retire
in gilence. This perticulsr limitation has in the past been quite suffici-
1y studied and diccussed, so I shall not enter upon this with any degree
of thoroughness. To bring out the cerdinal points it will be enough to says:
3

The ctate is "world-centered end therefore is limited in its activity +to

tris gohere; and gn our Augs. Conf. -Art.28,11- we read:"For civil govern-
nent, desals with other things then the Gospel, The civil rulers defend not
minds, bhut bndiesyand bodily things ageinst manifest injuries, and restraim
Men with the sword and bodily punislhments in ordér to preserve civil just=-
lce and pezcel
IT.
CHRICTIAN CITIZENSHIP

Tole second vart of our study divides itself into ﬁwo natural oarts:

Tie Christisn ox Citizen. B. The Christisn as Govermment Officisal,

AL
The Chriestisn ag a Citizen.

ot

F oo i



as sep-

on 1. No Christisn can rightly consglder hig earthly citizenship
nould permeste the lower, both

cte Trom is heavenly. The higher order ne

nis sebivity. "Our conversetion is in heaven,

\_..a

ought-1life and in

from whence also we look for the Savior, the T,ord Jesus Christ¥ By falith

in Pis th

in

which the Holy Chost has worked in our

he merfect redemption of our Savior,

cerbs. we hove become citizfgs in the Kingdom of Grace end heve the assur-

of a fixed, ilmmutable members ship in Fhe Kingdom of Glory. And by the

g

sme Soirlt thru the Holy Gosvel @f Lovecéur hearts are inclinedfto live,

as though we were living in the vis-.

21/(-? to wyg
[Adresses US concefm@

some in greater, some in smaller degree,

ible presence of God. As such,who are so inclined, God 2

earthly
ng our ﬁﬁﬁ#é##y ecitizenship; as such we understand his word whidk otkers
e e s . -
' ‘ ss, this

4 l-t ] o s ) ol
cannot graspe The prime requisite of good citizenship is this awareness,

consclousness of our present free accesd to the throne of grace and/%w@ sure.-

glorious destiny. By it we receive consbantly renewed impulses to

R . au‘t To o o
1ive as citizens who do not bring sheme upon their glorious King.

o What menner of life, as earthly citizens, does our Lord requireg of

57 T bring a mmary of it immedistely: Obed%ienoeﬂ support of government

vy the tax route, a ovroper attitude of mind and heart toward our government,

respect for its lews, patience with tyrauny, and prayer for governments.

CHHH OB HAAA Lot mo Teed the cardinal passages ageln

7 iriririt
Romans

shich revesl most of these requirements. Titus 3,1; 1 Peter 2,1
159 1‘:’770

a) Our Lord requires obedience of us. Someone might agk:"To which govern-

ment?” Is this not e superfluous question? Quite so. The word of Paul to the

Romens i very speciflc on this polnt:"Be subject bo the powers that are over

i s a. o o o
vou?! Thet is certminly the govermment under which you live. And vet, the

woerd of Peter and those of Paul bo Titus are put in a geuneral way: #Submit

e ) N ) . alse )
yourselves to gzggy ordinance of man?¥ Thise words demand ohedience, to bhut

govemment under which you %ie living only temporaflly% s a non-citizen. St.
Paul . Up\yery ervdimance”
Paul jhowever, again limits this word,bY saying: CGive unto all their due. Even

| tho you sojourn for a time &n a gi@uﬂ&@ Land there are certain things which

Jow do not duuy owe +hat cg@-‘\/’wvzmwﬁ-




Tn the abowe words the Lord also sets up two curb%fto hold us where

aa) 4o

Q’
r lives ought flow elong in smooth 10@\1:‘111@1—3.8.a He does this/ because the
o ught

G Adem is sbill in us. He sets up the deterrent of fear, so that the Ou.d

am, who has no respect for the will of God, will be afraid of earthly pun-

& {hﬁﬂ/ . . . \ Y
shuent. Sir Christian, be afrald to transgress any humen law mede by constitu-

ad government. The other curb 1s that of the comnscience. "Be subject for

onecience’ sake”., In Prof. E.A.W.Koehler's article on the conscience we read:

Con. Theol. Monthly, Mey 1942, p.354 “"Conscience has no light of its own, but

'\t lives and acts in the light of what man has learned? Whereas by our member-
‘~,hip in the Kingdom of Grace our comnscience is bound only by the Word, the LO?@
3 here increased the bonds ofﬁ%onseience by teaching it thet we are also \V
[aund by the legal opinions adopted by the government udder which we live. To

i i 3 'é/\aﬂ flo?/ég [/’/'[zi?j');;) )
he Christian then, consclence will speak more often to commend or to condemﬁfé

our inner self. Obey/ when your consclence gpeaks: let not the 01d Adam have”f
-8 way. IFrom Koehler's article again I teke these warning words: "To act &g?,:
.nst conscience tends to weaken its influence and to destory moral characﬁerﬁi
p.357). In our Formula of Concord a more serious warning is written:-Trig.
795m'”0ne is not to imagine a faith of such kind as can exist and abide with;
1d alongside of, a wicked intention to sin and to ACT ARATNST conscience¥
) Bl I those same cardinal passages, quoted before, the Lord has
t three incentives, or gentle gpurs, to incline you to obedience. The one

the Promise of pralsge. Whilst praise is sought after by the 014 Adam and E@é

1 thereby be spurred on toward good to some extent, yet the new wmen is al%ﬁ‘é
roised andﬁ%ggbices to receive it, as we learn from Jesus® word "Well done, ’
“wogood and feithful servant...”. The other spur is the promise of the Lowrd
‘%WwFTNiHB the henefits by govermments end thru governments: "He i1s a minister
1to thee for good? The O0ld Adam is not converted, but he listens to the
E%asonableness of this promise; but to the new man in us this prosveet of good
;180 makeSAﬁﬁé feel the gentle spur of being indebted to the Lord. The third

W0 most inviting ##Pii##incentive to obedience is the apostolic reminder:

@Snbmi% vourselves to every ordinance of men FOR THRE LORDVS SAKEW; §Q794t0
¢ Lavd who €irvgt loved ug loveless cvertures wust wmake 9’@0@& citizens.




b. Support of government by the tax route is every citizen's duty. Against

a

we complain chronically, though we not only enjoy having but we also de=
-2 having the advantages which a higher tax rate will bring@»%ﬁ%—%@ shall
ways have taxes with us. "Render therefore tribube unto whom tribute is duegf

and custom to whom customf Though this wes written nigh onto 2000 years ago,

A
still have these two genmeral tax classifications: Tribute.includes the land |
x, head tam, corporatlion tam, income tax; Custom includes the taxes levied

merchandise, such as duty on imports, luxury taxes, excise taxes, saled

1%&& Under God we are obliged to pay them all, when and where, and by whon

¢. Of a Christiasn citizen the proper attitude of heart and mind toward
8 goveTnmentf}equired; toward the govermment, especislly, under which we

ive end toward those under whose juris@iction we may be for a time. "Render
erefore fear to whom fear is due, honor to whom honor? These duties should o
T be pefﬁbmmed in perfunctory menner, as though the external action alone

ere essential; these evidences of respect should mirror the attitude within

3. Do we not hear again and again that these are God's servants? A certain .

enerable professor had the peculiarf habit of doffing his funny 1little skull

8p to the whole class every time he entered the clessroom. When someone Ffine o

11y screwed up enough courage to ask him why, he replied, "One never knowéﬁ‘
ut there is a possibility that someday someone of these boys may be a judg@_ 
T even the president of our nation? To be a blt more exact in defining thig
éamdtude» we must look to the essential meaning of these words in the Greek,;’
Ammonwis the deep reverence coupled with a good admixture of awe which we

those

hould have rfor bhe 2 (esnecially who bear the sword for the government: The

leriff and his deputies, the policemen, the soldier on guard, the prﬁs%wn
- au
“I'den ete. This quite evidently is almOSt'%gburelykinner attitude which only

I rare cases appears on the surface. "Timeen" is that reverence or respect
Mol can be expressed by external action or words. We owe it to such who, tho

»fﬂmy be our equals in all else, hold govermmental positions to which greater

%ﬂﬁh~is attached, Luther writes in his Large Catechism:-Trig. p.6281-

v e




1o "from antiquity the Romans and other nations called their nationsl
rulers and overlords "fathers of the entire country™, for a great sheme to

‘us who would be Christians that we do not likewise call them so, or at41eas%

uch modes of expressing honor. Yes, even in privete life, we should accord

hem such honor which is theirfs by reason of office. Sometime after St. Paul
UﬁWltt1n$ y spa&
ad written these words about "fear and honor® he himself AL

fs

*hafsh words to the highpriest Annas. Learning from bystanders that he had

been addressing the hig%é?leS@ﬁhe expressed his deep regret at having svoken
so digrespectfully. Acts 23,5, There 1s a large lesson to be learned hereg
for that hig%ﬁriest despised the Savior and Lord whose praises St. Paul had
sung so often, and yet the Apostle rues the fact that he had shown dleespecﬁa

Though the prééstly office was only a few years later destroyed thru the

Romen conguest and destruction of Jerusalem's temple by the Lord’s hidden

right, yet, when Paul spake thus, that office still existedffes God had or- ,'}

against L
deined i%, How well ought we to guard our tongues %ﬁ#ﬁ hasty words of dis- -

respect? 0L all officals of government Luther says in his Large Catechism

ds ebove) "It ig our duty bo honor them and to esteem them great as the dear-

est treasure and most precious jewel upon earth?
d. We should have respect for the laws of our government. "Submit yourselves -
to EVERY ordinance of men¥ Yes, we should have respect also for those whieh

to ug seem burdensome or a nuisance., To suffor evil is not eoﬁtra?y to con-

8cience., There is a limit, however, bto sueh respect. This we so well know,

to obey hig orderS/ when he Gommanded them to kill the priests, we also for

gthu sake of our con5©¢enceuArefuu@ to obey any law or command contrary to

007s word., ALSO, for consclence' gake and in the interest of good citi-

% Evitan



7526 which a stote law may allow, Gambling,etc.etec.,should not be resorted

|
4
.

1 to under the excuse: "Well, the govermnment allows it." i

o {{ 20 . . 4
fﬁﬁf% e addéﬁ? which, according to our

best knowledge of the clrcumstances surrounding the present great inter-

An iunstructive truth may

)

‘national disturbances, makes us feel sorry for our Christian brethren under

the governanee of our enemieg:; it is this: No Christian should participate

&

in a war unjustly Wag@d,by its own government. A decisgion, falr to one's

1 gbvernment and to one's own sel¥Y, is not an easy one for the individual cit-
N ! 9
Yo vt? (&

izeq@ g accurate and reliable information is not usually common property,

o

but is hidden behind a haze of international diplomacy. In case a Christian

cannot come to that voint in his decision/ where he can honestly say: "My
government 1 wrong®, he ms must give the benefit of the doubt to his own
government. If under such circumstances he# 1s personally drawn into the

o

is just ag free of responsibility for sin/ as the executioner

]
(@]
=
"
=
fieto
@
o
w
[~
@
pto

who upon commandf wields the sword to snuff out a life.

LRt

e The Lord also counsels the ¢hristian citizen to be patient. That is

f=to

included in the exhortation-Romans 12,12-"Be patient in tribulation? Patient

i
1
;
i
o

algo under byrannical gavernman%! In that giluple gtatement lies the answer

to the problem of a Christian’s part in rebellion for the purpose of over- .
in E
throwing government or&yesisﬁing an officer of the law. Luther writes thus

in his commentary on Cenesils about Joseph in captivitys St. Louls, Vol 2,

0.1833-"He thinks within himself: Though T gtlll may have to bear this bur@_w

den for some time to come, I will not become downhearted or despalring. Havgd;
I not learned of my father to wait upon the Lowrd, to rest my hope in him,

8nd o call upon him? This I shall eling to and in this I shall exjfercise
Tyself, so long as I shall liveV It would be well to elaborate a bib

More on this. The advice of the famed Jewish teacher Gameliel,given to his
Collesgues who sought to annihilate the work of the Apos%leS/ when they be-

a

gén boldly to @Pea@h Christ Crucified and Christ, the Resurredted, is a
; havisd
tTuth which he spake by the Spirit of God, though hexgelieved not in Christ.

He spake thus: 91 it,( their pfeaehingg be of God, ye canno®t overthrow it;

B oY



a7 lest haply (or perchance) ye be Ffound even to fight against God¥
No government can exist without God. In Isaiah we read:-4023, "It is he that
bringeth princes bo nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity¥® !

-’gu 77/76’77
"Wait on the Lord!" An event in 0ld Testament history may be quoted which

seems to show that God sometimes does favor rebellion. Jeroboam was noti-

fied by the Lord’s prophet, quite some time bhefore it came to pass, that

he would become king ofer ten tribes of Israel which whuld refuse to be

governed by Rehoboam after Solomon's death. This notification does not, how-

ever pestablish God's agreement thereto; ewea though he gave his ordain-

ing abnrovalf ég}proves only God's foreknowledge of a hard-hearted people's

aetion 7
Lu%her/ in his pamphlet "Whether a Soldier Have a Blessed Celling¥

Uit} emphasizesthet no man may btake up arms ageinst the government ,even

tho it be tyrannical and repudiates its covenants. There the word applies:

"Tengeance is mine, saith the Lord§. I will repay? In his Large Catechism

=Trig. p.625- he writes alsoffin Warningﬂ% rebel: "If he will not obey in

love, let him...know that he shall have no favor or blessing, and where he

thinks to gain a florin therebyy he will elsewhere lose ten times as mueh,

or become a vietim to the hengman....¥ TLet us not, asARebecoa did, try to
(n epge W@ vuffor auder Franny.

help the Lord 870nﬁ9 1f we do we may well expect years of mourning, as was

Rebecca®s lot. The end never justifies the means. iy ﬁ#iﬁd#ﬁéﬁ#%lﬁ Or to ;

put it yet another way, in olosing off the flood%gates on this particular

point: The Lord's word that requires obedlence to existing govermment does

not at the same time permit a Christienm o be a rebell//

g: L might add this as good counsel: In such time a Christian should oTray.

Indeed he should so occupy himself Pfor his government/ also when all's well.

This point must be adde&f%gdgbmplete God's sketch of an ideal ecitizen.

1. Ti, 2,: "I exhort therefore that first of all supplications, prayers, ing

tercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men; for kings and all that .

are in authority... for this is mood... in the sight of God our Savior? Indeed

you ought to pray for your own government; but the words here written




28 give greater scope to your prayers and thanksgivings -- “For ALL in
authority? Let us, as we should, asmlso pray for the rulers of other govern-
ments, even those of the enemies, that they may learn righteousness 'ere *tigs
to late. A Christien who does not pray for his government should not imagine
himself to be a good citizen in the full seunse of the word.
In closing this entire sewbion of "the Christian es citizen” we oueht
}o

notAfail to hear the striking words from the Epistle of Diognebtus. By the

wayythis Epistle i1s not one of the epistles from Holy Writ; but judge for

yourself the beautbty of this description of Christian citizeﬂship:éﬁaken from

“The World Today"-)" Christians ere not distinguished from the rest of man~
kind either in loecality or in speech or in customs. But while they dwell in
the cities of Greeks and barbarians, as the lot of each is cast, and follow

the native customs in dress and food and other arrangements of life, yet

the congtitution of theilr own cltizenship which they set forth ig marvelous

and confessedly contradicts expectation. They dwell in their own countries,

but only as soljourners; they bear their share in all things as citizens, aﬂd;;

they endure all hardships as strangers. Ivery country is a fatherland to
them and every fatherland is %%g%ignonoa Thelr existence is on earth, bhub
their é‘itizenship is in heaven., THEY OBEY #$THE ESTABLISHED LAWS, AND THEY
SURRASS THE LAWS IN THEIR OWN LIVESY Are we like that?®
B,
The Christlan as @overnment Offliecial

This possihility, of & Christiani's offical activity in govermment,
we know exists, not only in so-ealled Christian nations, but also in heathen
nations, as the examples of a Joseph and a Deniel do show. The activity of
these men proves that God's blessing rests without doubt uvon righbeous
Christian government officals. It were undoubtedly better for any na%ionl
if more Christisns held these offices. The Apology of the Augs. Conf. reads

thus on this point:-Trig. p.533,65 ~ "We have recounted these things in or-

der that those without may also understand, that by the kind of doetrine

SN



29 whieh we follow , the authority of magistretes...(is) not under-

mined, /and that it is only this doctrine which gives instruction as

to how eminently glorious an office, full of Christian good wofk59 the

office of rulers is_ /%

1 Living, as we do, in a democracy, everyone who is of age is to a

certailn extent a eo;sovereigny a co-regent. That is not political phil-

osopny#aﬂymOTe/ as far as we are concerned; that for us is the divine order,
to continue

sinee God has,by allowing this our form of govermment/%o exist, approved

it. Bvery citizen, except those who are impfis#onedg has the right to elect

offiealsiﬁto vote on% some important idsues directly. Having been given this

power under this government,as ordained by God, we also have the responsgi=

bility to exercise our sovereignty. The Lord by his provhet Jeremiah-29,4.7.=

sayss "Thus sdith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are
carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jérusalem és
into Babylon......geek the peace of the e¢ity, whither I have caused you to

be carried away captive, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in the ve&age
thereof ye shall have peacef This being the will of God with HIS ppople,

., : Wis peoples, :
captive in a foreign land, how much more ought Weuto exgercise our right of

"r'wQ

suffrage and express our sanctified opinions in this small WEY o 0 0o q%&Aﬁhug,;”

not only seek, but work a work for the peace of our nation!? Oh,indeed, %her@ﬂf
are iimeS/ when we do not know how to cast our votes they, just as a judge
throws a case out of court because of insufficient evidence, we oughﬁ}wi%hm
hold our vote, If we vote nevertheless, we are nob proving our Christian

citizenshlp, for we are carrying responsibility tos Lightlyy ang attitude

whiéh certainly is not acceptable to our dear Lord. A good rule,then,igs
If in doubt, don't vobe. This is not the place to give the benefit of the
doubt. PY#It is also your privilege to eriticize any bill offered to the
law-making bodies of our nation; but when any bill becomes law, you are %o
respect 1t and abey.

2. When a ORF1§618R becomes an officisl of the state, he should above all

remain humble and seek to fulfill his duties faithfully and in obedience



S _
S0 to his conscience. Luther %éysv and maey it be a warning: "HonorSg
- - Y A Xﬁéﬁvf %ﬁ(&l’
alter a man's manners and seldom for the better? (Pulpit 1936 palSlQA misT
at one and the same time be aware of his regponsibility to God and of the

welfare of the people. If anyone needs to pray/ that the "Lord would not set %

A

hig secret siuns in the light of His countence, a Christian governmment offic- |
i

;

¥
i

ial is that person; for being fallible,and having many and often welghty

decisions to make, he may well imegine that he will not be free from Hins
of maladministration. By the way, it is not wrong for a Christian to be an
official under a tryrannical government; only he must keep his conscience
@lean% as,Daniel, who was a trusted official in the government which held
his peeple captive for 70 years. C<$-QW@U5€XWW®@—% loyaliy ~ QS&Wf“)

Se When a man becomes a soldier, he is also in a very defiq%e sense an
official of the state; when the command is given which engages him in
battle or in the restoration of order, he is on active police duty. Luther
writes;®What else is war, but to punish wrong and evil?" A soldier is a
government official over against the enemy or the rebel; his office is the

seme as that of the executioner and no sins ac@rue% to his account thereby,

Tor he is "God's servant to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil? Tn the

a ,

admhnistration of thls office A Christian soldler'sg conscience is bound alsoe 7
. : likewise

by the word of God. -Luke 3,14- “And the soldiers i demanded of him,

gaying, And what shall we do? And John the Baptilst said unto them, Do vio-
lence unto no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your
wages? 1In explanations Tthe were Roman soldlers who were converts to the
faith of ILsrael's God, even our God.

There is yet one more point which we must add to ouwr study of this
whole matter. And with this I shall conelude my presentation. This point is
the most important of all, namely: The chief purpose of government of men
over men is THE GLORIFICATION OF OUR GOD. The powers that be are all his
servants, and therefore this can be the only conclusion: Every servant serves
for the profit of his master. This is emphatically illustrated by Cod's own
statement to Pharaoh:-Rom,9,57- "Eyen for this purpose have I raised thee
up..that my name %ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ%#%#%might be declared thruout all the earth? ALL
the Christphating governments that heve fallen into ruin have certainly
contributed to God's glory by their going down in ignominy and shame. g
surely,we must all agree, that this most important point of all is proved |

by the exalted words of Romens 11,36 “For of Him, and ##ilithrough Him, 77fr
and TO HIM, are all things: to whom be glory forever. Amen? -
WP Seuer 2



