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The Two Faceg of Fachtmann

Gottlieb Fachtmann, arriving from Germany in the
summer of 1857, became our Synod's first traveling mission-
ary (Reiseprediger). I+t seems that he was sent over by the
Langenberger society in answer to the plea sent out by
Muehlhaeuser around 1852.

Why the need? Well, many German people sought free-
dom, so they immigrated from their mother country. They
sought freedom from the masses, for Europe was over-
crowded. 1t was difficult'for anyone to gettle down and
make a living. They sought freedom from burdensome laws -
laws governing their work habits ~ laws governing their
worship habits. Many were forced to leave their homes
because they couldn’t obey the laws governing their worship
with good conscience. ;E;gg? onde one family arrived and -
experienced the beauty and freedom of this land, they would
write to their relatives and fr:ends telllng them how great
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this country. Because of this group set-up, it was
eagier to organize a church in their respective cities.

It was to places and groups like these that men like
Fachtmann went to preach the Word. <He explored the regions

around Columbus and Beaver Dam, Fondulac, Neenah, Horton-

ville, and New London. Now there are large congregations in



all of these cities due to his work,

It wag difficult for a Reigeprediger to travel to these

respective groups of believers, for they would have to
travel by horse and buggy, cutter, horsgeback, or on foot.
Now we might feel that it was a terrible hardship for them,
yet they didn't look at it as a hardship but as the work of
the Lord. That made it bearable.

It has been said that Pastor Fachtmann's activity was

very fruitful. Koehler, in his History of the Wisconsin
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Synod, writes: "Compared with the university men who pre-
viously had come to Wisconsin, Fachtmann proved to be an
able, gsober-minded man, alert to the church gsituation in
the strange land, and he put his observations on record
in many carefully composed reports to the pregident of
Synod. " “

In 1858, the Synod sanctioned the work Pastor Facht-
mann was doing for the Synod and authorized him to con-
tinue the good work he was doing. Fachtmann and his con-
gregation in Town Polk (Washington County) were accepted
into the Wisconsin Synod. At this meeting, Fachtmann was
asked to report on his mission work. He was also appointed
(now officially) as traveling missionary. Fachtmann sent re-
ports of his work to Muehlhasuser on a regular basis.

Fachtmann did various things when he traveled. He
taught school and he preached the Word; he made sick calls
and gave communion. He also baptized whenever he was asked.

Wherever he established a congregation, he paved the way for
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a full-time pastor to come in and take over, and he'd be
on his way. He contributed g%ot to the growth of the
Wisconsin Synod. .

In 1863, however, we see that Fachtmann was not only a
member of the Wisconéin Synod but also that of the Minne-
sota Synod,.

Things began going against Fachtmann when P. Koehler
protested against Fachimann’s memorial and refused his sig-
nature, at the 1859 Synod .convention. Because he was employed

by a unionistic society, P. Koehler did not agree that
Fachtmann could work for a Lutheran synod. The German
gsocieties made it apparent that to them Fachtmann did not
exist. They had reasons which really haven't been mentioned
but which I will cover later. It seems that the Wisconsin
Synod didn®t want to take credit for him nor did the German
socleties. J.P. Koehler wrote that "Fachlimann wag 2 man with
& vislion and naturally was inclined to exercige it and frans-
late it into action. He wag also ready, too, to render help,
without exactly becoming a husyhody., P. Koehler and olthers

called him (Fachimann) ag well as Muehlhaeuser unionighic.™

Fachtmann was such an industrious man that it seems difficult
to understand his condemnation. Nevertheless it is true that
he had unionistic tendencies.

Pagtor Fachtmann had a good head on his shoulders. He
saw a need for preachers to have an all-around education, and
preferred that in order to receive that type of education

such a school would have to be located in a big city. He felt

a country town just wouldn®t make it. During the time when



digcussion of a college for the Synod wag strong, he said that
Milwaukee would be preferable over Watertown. Other men felt
the same way that Fachtmann did and stressed the big city
over the country town. It might have been more profitable

but twe points made them decide otherwise. One was evil in-
fluence of city on such a school and the other was that a
school in the country would not incur such a high cost for
running and for pay for the teachers.

In 1864 Fachtmann moved on. Already a member of the
Minnesota Synod, he made it final at the 1864 Synod meeting
at Manitowoc. He would continue to come to the conventions
but now as a delegate for Minnesota alone. Pastor (sometimes
called Father) Heyer before his retirement saw the goodiinf
Pastor FPachtmann and chose him as hils successor;té leadfthe
Minnesota Synod. Koehler seems to say that when Pastor
Fachtmann moved on, he wag given an honorable release whereas.

the July 15, 1872 issue of the Gemeinde-Blatt says that he was

in: fact forced to leave the Wisconsin Synod, because he was
accepted by the Synod before they knew his controversial past.
It further states that every pastor cf the Wisconsin Synod
felt bitter disgrace at having allowed a person of hig stand-
ing to be among ‘chem«,LP I'm not sure what to believe on thig
point. It would seem odd, however, that if they were that
bitter against Pastor Fachtmann, they would have gotten rid
of him before 1864 and that they wouldn’t have allowed him

to continue his duties as their outstanding Reiseprediger.,

Nevertheless, he had a past that seemed to haunt him



wherever he went. It started in Germany. Only the records
in Germany could help us to know why he was thrown out of
the church in Germany, but let it suffice to say that he
had to leaves Before he left he had to make a promige that
he would never again preach in a pulpit because of the ter-
ribleness of his sins. He never kept that promise. To a
pastor like Fachtmann, that was like putting food in front
of him and then telling him, "Don't eat iti"

When he arrived in America, he started to preach in
Albany, New York. Everything was just fine.until some
people from Germany came to see if he was keeping his
promise. These people, by the way, were sent by their church
elders in Germany. When they found out that he was not
keeping his promise, they felt the need to tell his shame-
ful story and he was forced to leave Albany. It seems that
after that incident, he disappeared (probably to Germany).

He then came to the Wisconsin Synod. Things went fine
for a while and then the past caught up with him again. The

Gemeinde~Blatt further states that after being approached

with this shameful history, he didn®t show any sign of

regret. Finally, he was said to have been forced to leave.
While in Minnesota, again things went fine until the

axe fell. That past of his caught him again. It was be-

cause of this that a special section in the Gemeinde-Blatt

was written. T have included a copy of this section at the
end.

The jist of what is said in the article I will



summarize. It says that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod

of Mimnesota and other states, with much regret, must warn
all faithful ILutherang about the dangerous, unscrupulous,
and unfaithful man Gottlieb Fachtmann and his associates
(accomplices).

They stated that a few years before this article the
Minnesota Synod had issued a warning (seemingly directed
to him) in the church paper{Kirchenbldttern), the contents
being very mild and not specific. They hoped that he would
regret his actions and apologize. Well, he didn't regret
any of his actions and used his former standing in the
Minnesota Synod to speak for him. This argument from si-.
lence ended up confusing his parish with hatred and lies.
Some of his parishonefs believed him since he sounded
Lutheran in his teachings. Another reason some of them
believed him was because they didn't know his past or
what brought him to America.

Because he refused to repent of his actions, the
Minnesota Synod felt it necessary to publicly:announce
why every faithful Lutheran must avoid Fachtmann until
he regrets his actions.

So they informed all their churches that Pastor
Fachtmann was not supposed to preach in any pulpit again
because of the promise he made in Germany.

There also was his unfaithful and unfutheran actions
which became a heavy burden on the minds of hig fellow

pastors.



The Minnesota Synod said they would have shared his
burden with him, if only he would have gone about his duties
and teachings with a humble heart. Yet they felt he tried
to rob his fellowmen of the jewels of thelr faith.

Long before his ousting, Fachtmann had disregarded all
the admonishments of his fellow members in an arrogant way
and without regret.

It seems that Fachtmann had tried to hinder their
actions, but because of their strong faith and teaching, the .
Minnesota Synod awakened from this horrid dream in which he
had led them,

What is humorous and yet interesting is the fact that
at the 1868 Synod convention, when all the pastors were
asked to declare theirhconvictions toward the church,
Fachtmann was the first to jump to his feet.

Pagtor Fachtmann was said to be "to lax in doctrine
and practice” for them. 5 He didn't hesitate to meddle
wherever and whenever he had the chance to do so. In turn
he was known as someone who disregarded all human rules and
divine order.

This man, who was charged as a liar, a unionist, and
one who misused his office as traveling missionary to at-
tempt to form another synod, was the same man who once said;
"T'm convinced that the Lutheran teachings and practices are

the only one and right - things. " Yet there is more - "But
it is hard to bend an old tree, yet I, have become a great

Rationalisto”



In 1871, Pastor Gottlieb Fachtmann was expelled from
the Minnesota Synod. During the time he was in Minmesota
it seemed that his unionistic tendenciesg got stronger.

This Reilgeprediger, probably the most successful, seems

so_;pratic in his behavior. He would do go :good and then gitl.
rﬁfza~suddeﬁ®ﬁe‘d get himself into trouble. |
There are many things that we could question about
Fachtmann, like: What were the original:sins he committed
against the German church? What made him choose Wisconsin
Synod after leaving Albany, New York? Perhaps he ran from
they%&sconsin Synod because of the fear of the past.

RSN

Mayge:it was wanderlust. Many of these questions we
canmnot, as yet, give an answer.: We do know that Fachtmann
had two faces. One is good and one 1s bad. Maybe the
good outweighed the bad, but the bad got.the best of
Gottlieb Fachtmann.
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