HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF THE LUTHERAN CONFESSION

PART ONE: ITS BIRTH AND EARLY HISTORY

Soli Deo Gloria--To God alone the glory. With these familiar words as its intro-
duction, the history of the Church of the Lutheran Confession is here related. Vhat
more fitting opening can there be to a history that bears the footprints of our
Savior-God as a reniinder that He has led us all the way. As we look back over the
path that we thus far have trod together in the CLC fellowship we would be blind if we
had missed the print of the Savior's feet in the leading and guiding which has brought
us to this day. Without Him there would have been no CLC and without Him it would not
have survived to this present time. The very fact that we are gathered here today, so
many teachers in the Lord's work of nurturing the young with the mannah of the eternal
Word is evidence indeed of God's blessing upon us and especially so when we consider that
we are meeting here with one mind and one judgment without division and dissension. his
is in accord with the Lord's Word as it is expressed in Paul's letter to the Corinthians:
Now | beseech you brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.' | Cor. 1:10.

The need for setting down the annals of our Church is quite evident when we con-

sider that even some of you teachers were only 6 or 7 or 8 years old when the CLC was
organized and therefore are not as familiar with the early beginnings as are some of the
rest of us who lived through those days and can speak from first-hand knowledge and
experience. And so to the task which is really not a task but rather a privilege.

If we are to judge the age of our CLC by the date of the articles of incorporation
we will number the years and days from December 23, 1960, for it was on this day that our
church body was incorporated according to the laws of the State of Minnesota. However,
if we are to determine its age by the constituting convention we shall go back to the
Interim Conference Convention held in Trinity Lutheran Congregation at Watertown, 5D,

August 9-12, 1960, which meeting was re ued in Grace Lutheran Church




of " Sleepy Eye, MN, January 24-26, 1961. The minutes of the Wednesday afternoon session
of January 24, 1961, show that the following motions were passed:
1. That the convention of Trinity of Watertown, SD, August of 1960, recessed and
continued in Grace of Sleepy Eye, MN. January of 1961 be considered the first

annual convention of the CLC,

''2, That the annual conventions of the CLC be held during the month of July or
August.

3. That applications for charter membership may be made until the conclusion of
the 1961 summer convention.'' (The record will show that the summer convention
of 1961 was held in Trinity of Spokane, WA.)

If this were all that could be said of the birth of the CLC it would all read like
a dry and dusty list of dates and places. But as with all history there is more to it
than that. In order to understand the reason for the formation of such a church body as
the CLC and in order to be taking into account the Lord's leading in the gathering of
these confessional Christians, it will be necessary as well as salutary to studyvthe
story behind the story of the formal organization of the church body. This was not the
culmination of a mass movement with the emotional overtones which often characterize
people who join as followers of a cause which they often neither understand nor fully
comprehend. It was a coming together of people and congregations that had come to their
own individual convictions based on Scripture which moved them by God's grace to take a
stand which ultimately had led to a severance of former affiliations with the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, ard the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod. While some say that it was a wrong and separatistic spirit that caused
the break; while others say that it was caused by men who had not been able to satisfy
their ambitious spirits in their former church fellowships, witness is hereby born to the
fact that deviation from doctrine was the issue-~specifically the doctrine of Church Fel-
lowship. Indeed in the midst of the church bodies from which we separated arguments were
raised and official statements were made in defense of carrying on at least a measure of
church fellowship with a body which had shown itself to be causing divisions and offences
contrary to God's Word. It was recognized that such a stand would be in violation of and
in disobedience to such passages of God's Word as Romans 16:17.18. When it was
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recognized that the error was not just an incidental lapse but the firm stand of the
bodies to which they belonged, then people and congregations here and there realized
that this was a leaven which would work untold harm as time moved on. To them it was not
just a matter of timing or of personal judgment but a matter of obedience to God's Word
to give their final admonition not by staying and being contaminated with the error but
by severing fellowship in accordance with such passages as Romans 16:17.18 and I John
10:11.

"Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences

contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they

that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by

good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.'' Romans

16:17.18.

"If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not

into your house, neither bid him God speed; For he that biddeth him God
speed is partaker of his evil deeds.' [l John 10:17.

1

FREE CONFERENCES AND INTERIM CONFERENCE MEETINGS

I. Free Conference at Lyons, Nebraska.

Who can say when the first stirring of consciences took place? What we do know is
that concerned pastors and lay people who were of like mind and judgment were drawn to-
gether to share each other's good counsel. Meetings which brought such people together
may be called Free Conferences. One such conference was held as early as October, 1957,
at Lyons, Nebraska. At this meeting it was mutually agreed that there was a need for
an Article to be drawn up on the doctrine of Church Fellowship. This was the initial
move toward the framing of the document later to be known by the title: ''Concerning
Church Fellowship.' Through successive meetings of the so-called "Interim Conference'
and then at later conventions, this document was carefully revised and amended until it
has reached the final form as we have it today. From the very start it has been evi-
dent that this was not the product of hasty and ill-conceived composition but rather a
document thoroughly Scriptural which grew out from the life of a small, tried, and
tested fellowship of believers at a time when such a confession was sorely needed.

Il. Free Conference at Mankato, Minnesota - December 4-5, 1957.

-3



During October and November of 1957 a number of pastors and congregations formally
withdrew from the Wisconsin Synod. Since they felt a mutual need to confer with those of
a similar mind, a discussion meeting or Free Conference was held in tmmanuel Lutheran
Church at Mankato, Minnesota, December 4-5, 1957. From the minutes of this meeting we
quote the following:

"During the preliminary discussion it was stated that the purpose of our

conference was for the mutual strengthening in our confession, and to be~

gin working toward the goal of organizing but not to fully organize at

this time. It was agreed that we would let organization develop as needs

arose. \e also agreed that our organizing should take place upon a con-

fessional statement which would simply and clearly set forth our faith on

such doctrines as are in controversy, especially in regard to Church Fel-

lowship. A confession of faith on the doctrine of Church Fellowship was

assigned at the Lyons, Nebraska conference.!

Also at this meeting provisions were made for the support of the Japan mission
which together with its pastor had severed relations with the Wisconsin Synod in
January, 1957. The cause of missions was discussed at length with the result that a
mission committee of four members was designated to consult on all mission needs in
Japan and on the domestic field. Simple guide lines were drawn up in order that some
direction might be given to the work of this committee. At this meeting provision was

"'since the need was felt for a

initiated for the production of a paper on '"The Church,'
confessional statement on this doctrine concerning which at various times conflicting
statements had emerged in Synodical Conference circles in years past.

It is qufte evident at this juncture that doctrine was a major concern in this fel=-
lowship and that organizational form was a matter of minor consideration. This is an
important observation since in many church circles today organizational form and cc-
clesiastical procedures have too often taken precedence over doctrinal purity and
Scriptural practice. It is also guite obvious that this history has omitted the mention
of names. This has been deliberate since our main concern has been not to elevate
individuals but to give testimony to the glorious work which God has accomplished

through human instruments chosen by Him. He is the One to whom all glory belongs. Those

who have served will be satisfied to sink into the background as we let all light shine
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upon our Savior. It was none other than John the Baptist who said regarding the Savior:

"He must increase but | must decrease.!

And it was of this great man that Jesus said:
"Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist.'
Métthew I1:11a. The greatness of this man was revealed in this that he bore witness of
"The true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world." John 1:9.

Il Meetings on the West Coast.

I't should here be recorded that meetings of West Coast brethren were held at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Spokane, Washington, November 18-19, 1957, and at Gethsemane
Lutheran Church, Opportunity, Washington, January 23-2L, 1958. At these meetings a
mutual strengthening and spirit of edifying study of God's Word was evidenced in con-
nection with the trial of faith through which the participants were passing under the
hand of the loving God.

V. Free Conference at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Cheyenne, Wyoming.

This now brings us to the mecting held at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Cheyenne,
Wyoming, May 6, 7 and 8, 1958. From the first issue of The Lutheran Spokesman which
was launched at this meeting we bring the following:

"What brought these men together? They came from varied and far-flung
sections of the country: the Northwest and the Southeast:; from Wisconsin

to Colorado. It was not geographical factors which brought them together.
They came from different synods, from different ethnic groups. Hor did
they all share the same status: some had severed their relations with

their former synods and some had membership in synods of the Synodical
Conference. But each one had been alons, solitary in the deepest sense

of that word, out of harmony with the position and practice of the

various bodies of the Synodical Conference. They knew that this meeting
was of God, for it was dedicated to the task of keeping God's Word in its
purity. Yes, love for God's truth drew all to Cheyenne and was the common
denominator of this group. By the Word the Father was setting the
solitary into families.'" The Lutheran Spokesman, June 1958, p. L.

At this point it can be mentioned that Cheyenne was the birthplace of "The Lutheran
Spokesman'' which came out with its first issue in June, 1958, in mimeographed form and
was originally published as a bi-monthly periodical at the beginning of February, April,
June, August, October, and December. Later at the first convention of the CLC it was

to be designated as the official organ of the church body. Two issues appeared in
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mimeographed form and thereafter it came out in regular newsprint.

The Conference essay was entitled '"Things to Guard Against in Our Approach Toward
Realignment.'" This essay was well received and the importance attached to it may be
seen from the fact that it was published serially in the Spokesman beginning with the
October, 1958, issue and also in the Journal of Theology in the issue of February, 1962,

Much time was spent in discussing and working out a confession on the issue of
Church Fellowship. Also the work of missions was on the agenda with considerable time
spent on the problems confronting the Japan Mission.

V. Meeting at Spokane, Washington.

The next meeting of record was held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Spokane, Washington,
July BO—August L, 1958, At this meeting papers were given on | Peter 2:11-20 and on
Church and Ministry. A draft of the Church Fellowship:- document was reported with
special attention given to the false doctrines to be rejected.

Vi. interim Conference at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Mankato, Minnesota.

By the gracious guidance of the Lord who moves in mysterious ways His wonders to
perform, a larger group of like-minded people was gathered in Conference sessions at
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Mankato, Minnesota, January 13-15, 1959. The record shows that
21 pastors, 7 teachers, 16 lay people and L seminary students were registered as par-
ticipants. The minutes of this conference indicate that a lively and fruitful discus-
sion was carried on in connection with the following subjects: ''Concerning Church Fel-
Towship''; 'The Doctrine of the Church''; the work of missions, foreign and domestic;
Christian Education; The Lutheran Spokesman. Of special interest to the members of our
Teachers' Conference meeting here today is the attention given to the cause of Christian
Education. One of the teachers read an essay entitled '"There is No Excuse.' Most of
the morning of January 14th was devotéd to a discussion of this essay which "pointed up
once again for the Church how vital it is for us to directly take upon ourselves the
responsibility to educate our lambs.'' (Quoted from the minutes.) The afternoon of the

same day was largely devoted to the discussion of the need for Christian higher education
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in High School and College. It was reported that in the Mankato area alone there were
about 34 students ready for High School and about 1& students ready for College and
seminary. However, it was concluded that the group was not ready for joint action on
the matter of establishing an institution of Christian higher education since the framing
of a confessional statement had not been concluded. This again shows that this group
was moving with care and deliberation lest any precipitous action be taken which would
not have the proper Scriptural foundation. ‘owever, at this early stage it is shown how
important the cause of Christian education on all levels was regarded. It can truly be
said that if Christian Education is side-lined in favor of other seemingly more popular
projects then the lifeblood of any church body is slowly but surely ebbing away. Vhen
our interest and fervor for Christian Day Schools, Christian High Schools and Colleges
and Seminaries decreases, then the red flag of warning is up and it will be high time to
examine the spiritual health of our church body. HNow while the group which met at
Mankato, for good reasons, did not deem that the time was at hand to establish its own
school for the training of pastors and teachers, the interest and concern verceclearly
evident. And we can see here alrecady the seed being sown for the eventual establishment
of Immanuel Lutheran College with its High School, College and Seminary Departments.

The doctrinal discussions regarding ''Church Fellowship' and "Church' occupied the
attention of the conference at a number of sessions. It is worthy of note that among
other points which were mentioned, it was reasserted that "admonition is not a pre-
requisite For avoiding a causer of division and offences.'" Scripture does not allow us
to postpone the action called for in Romans 16:17 until it is determined that admonition
will no longer avail. Scripture does not allow us to remain in a heterodox church body
for the purpose of extricating people who are not in sympathy with the liberal trend of
the synod of which they are members. On the matter of the doctrine of "The Church' it
was stated that the point of controversy in former Synodical Conference circles was
whether or not the Synod as a congregation of believers can be defined as Church and

therefore has authority publicly to exercise the power of the keys. There was no




negative voice raised to the proposition that Synod may be so defined. Illoweyer, because
of the importance of the subject, further work on a confessional statement on this
doctrine was authorized and provided for. The work of editing the document 'Concerning
Church Fellowship'' was referred to a committee elected by the conference. Provisions
were made to place the work of missions as well as the publishing of 'The Lutheran
Spokesman'' on a more permanent basis. It is clearly evident how the Lord was leading
this interim group step by step toward the establishment of an orthodox and faith-
conscious church body committed to purity of doctrine and a soundly scriptural practice.
(If one is to follow the chronological sequence of events, the establishment of Immanue]
Lutheran College should be recorded at this point. However, this development will be
reserved for a special section in order not to interrupt the reporting of Interim Con-
ference meetings.)

Vil. Interim Conference Meeting at Red Wing, Minnesota, August 18-21, 1959,

Since the minutes of this conference were not available to us at this writing, we
glean the following items contained in a report contained in the October, 1959, issue
of '"'The Lutheran Spokesman,'' pp. L and 5.

'""In response to many prayers for God's blessing upon this conference, the
Lord graciously led us safely through the troubled waters which rose up
threateningly before us. History bears out the fact that minority groups
are confronted with numerous peculiar temptations and afflications. In the
movement toward realignment over the past years, we have experienced the
Lord's goodness and strength in being spared the usual temptations and in
being defended against the usual afflictions. The Lord did see fit, however,
to permit such temptations and afflictions to come our way during the past
year and to concentrate themselves upon our August conference....Anticipa-
tion was in the air when the report on the proposed Ilmmanuel Lutheran
College was presented. The conference responded by pledging its moral and
financial support to the school, as well as the encouraging of our young
people to avail themselves aof the facilitics offered at Immanuel Lutheran
College....The conference gave ear to factual reports on the conventions

of the Evangelical Lutheran Synmod (Worwegian Synod) and of the Wisconsin
Synod. The following evaluation was made by the conference: ‘'We conclude
therefore, that both the VWisconsin Synod and the E.L.S. are persisting in
unscriptural fellowship with the heterodox Missouri Synod, and we are
constrained to give full support and encouragement to those who have
severed or in process of severing, their membership in the above bodies

in obedience to God's Word.' The editing committee on the conference
confession Concerning Church Fellowship presented its findings and sug-
gestions. This report will be continued. It was a happy moment when

some who had made far~reaching protests and charges congerning our confession
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Concerning Church Fellowship found that the discussion and study at this

conference revealed the obstacles to be misunderstandings. Confessional

unity was restored when the rather premature charge of 'unscriptural' was
withdrawn.'

Among other items of business, the listing shows that 'The Lutheran Spokesman,'' the
Japan Mission, and domestic missions were discussed. A conference mission committee was
named as well as a constitution committee which was commissioned to prepare ''the articles
that pertain to the doctrinal basis for fellowship, and those which define the functions
and responsibilities of the officers. Furthermore the report of the Mankato interim

seminars on Church and Ministry was heard and discussed. Further work on this report was

set for the next conference. The paper entitled ""The Doctrine of the Church" was heard
and discussed at length. The time for the next conference was set for January, 1960.
The place was left open for invitation.

VIIT. Interim Conference at Mankato, Minnesota - January, 1960.

That an orderly progress toward thc establishment of a church body was taking place
can be seen from the Mankato meeting convened at Immanuel Lutheran Church, January 19-21,
1960. At this meeting the chairman delivered an address based on Isaiah 30 in which he
developed the thoughts (a) That there is always a remnant when things go wrong; (b) That
this remnant shall be comforted; (c) That there is a way opened for the remnant by the
Savior. The closing words of this address are worthy to be repecated here since they ex-
press the tone of the conference:

"At this conference, as for some time past, we shall be considering matters
of confession. In expressing ourselves on the several issues that are before
us we need to guard against two dangers, that of ignoring or being indifferent
to issues that do exist, and the other of making issues of things that God
has placed into the area of our Christian liberty. Both are of course wrong,
and only the Word leads aright: 'This is the way, walk ye in it'--0r it may
be a matter of dealing with a point on which a recognized difference exists,
where the flesh may on the one hand tempt us to speak so vaguely and in such
general terms that the difference is simply not settled, or on the other, to
speak in terms that are so aggressive, so challenging and provocative that
the calm and careful study that is called for by the issue becomes impossible
and the purpose of the entire discussion is defecated. Can thcre be any

doubt as to the way which Scripture here points out? We shall in these next
few days begin to consider the problems of organization. That organization
of some kind is needed, we know. That organization can become a stifling
thing, destructive of the God-given rights and freedom of congregations and
individual Christians, that is something that experience and history have
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taught agains and again. To use wisely the advantages of o}ganization, to

guard well against the abuses thereof, to keep our eyes and hearts attuned

to the Word which shows that way, that will be our task during these next

days. May God grant us wisdom and understanding."

At this meeting much discussion was devoted to the report of a committee which had
been working on the framing of a constitution. It is evident from the minutes that care-
ful thought was being given to each article that was being proposed. The adoption of a
constitution in its final form was deferred to the regular constituting convention, A
committee appointed to suggest a name for the emerging church body came in with one
name: The Confessional Lutheran Church. Further suggestions for a name were to be re-
ferred to the constitution committee. Reports were heard from the mission commi ttee, the
Spokesman staff, the principal of Immanuel Lutheran High School and from the head of the
college and seminary departments. |t was stated that ILC was a corporation operated by
a private association of laymen who were accountable to Immanuel Lutheran Church. Since
the institution was serving a wider area than just the local one, the éonference elected
a committee on Immanuel Lutheran College which was to consult with the local Board of
Directors.

The editing committee chosen to edit 'Concerning Church Fellowship" reported, and
assignment was made for the writing of a preamble to it. Further study was given to a
revised portion of the paper on the '"Doctrine of the Church.'' Also at. this time a report
was given on a Mankato Seminar which presented six points on the doctrine of Church and
Ministry. This report and the paper on the doctrine of the Church were delivered to an
editing committee for revision as to the final form with a view to presenting a compreQ
hensive confessional document for possible adoption at the next meeting which by resolu~
tion was scheduled to meet at Watertown, SD, in response to an invitation extended by
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran congregation.

Summary.

Upon examining the records, reports and minutes of the above-cited conferances and
meetings one is impressed with the careful and conscientious deliberations on the part
of the participants as they, under God, were moving toward the establishment of a sound
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and Scripture-grounded church body which might serve as a truly unﬂted fciﬁoWShip~
assembly dedicated to the Lord's work in the widening field of actiyixy;Whﬁch the Spirit
of God was opening in those formative years. The meetings which brought together breth-

ren of united mind and heart during days of trial and testing served to strengtinen and

comfort those who were in need of such healing balm from the Holy Word of God..

CONSTITUTING CONVENTION AT WATERTOWN, SD, AND SLEEPY EYE, MN

. Convention at VWatertown, South Dakota - August 9-12., 1960,

As an outgrowth and culmination of many meetings held during preceding months of
preparation and concentrated study and discussion, brethren from as far west as the State
of Washington and from as far ecast as the State of Michigan, as we]l as from the deep
south, namely the State of Florida, gathered in convention as the invited guests of
Trinity Lutheran Church of Watertown, South Dakota. Under the blessing and guldance of
God this meeting together with the recessed sessjons at Sleepy Eye, Minnesota, proved to
be the organizfng convention of the Church of the Lutheran Confession.

It is noteworthy that although the matter of organizational form would be a major
item on the agenda, nevertheless doctrinal essays took precedence and were given the
right-of-way. It can truly be said that when business and external matters of a church
organization push aside doctr?na] study and deliberation and practically send them into
limbo, then the spiritual health of such a church group is not only being threatened but
is already on the downgrade. This is something that needs to be watched and guarded
against more and more as a church body grows and naturally becomes more involved in the
activities of its various boards and committees. The godly fervor and zeal of the first
love can so easily be lost in the maze of intricate detsils of synodical operation.
Constitution and synodical handbook approaches to a problem can so easily take precedence
and squeeze out the doctrinal concerns. The proper functioning of any church group cver
needs the undergirding of God's Word as the source of all truth and spiritual strength.

fndeed the brethren assembled at Watertown were led to the green pastures of God's
Word not only in the special services held but also in the essays read and in the doc-
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trinal discussions which ensued. The essays dealt: with the subjects of "Supervision

"and '"The Doctrine of the Ministry.'

and Discipling'
Much time was devoted to the discussion of the confessional statements at hand on

"Church Fellowship' and '""Theses on the Relation of Synod and Local Congregation to the

Holy Christian Church'' as well as ''Theses on the Ministry of the Keys and the Public

!

Ministry." This was all in preparation for inclusion of #he Same it the peop cend oo
¥ ¥ I T e

stitution under Article Ill entitled "Confession.' Special floor committees spent hours

of time preparing proposals to the convention on these important matters. The minutes
show that the essay '"Concerning Church Fellowship' was adopted unanimously as a confes-
sional statement of the conference. The minutes also show that the report of the com-
mittee deliberating on the theses on Church and Ministry was adopted unanimously, As
a part of this report the following recommendation was adopted:

"Your committee, however, is of the opinion that there is a real need for

formal confessional documents on the doctrines of the Church and Ministry.

We therefore recommend that the Chairman in conjunction with the Seminary

faculty appoint a committee whose duty it shall be to prepare such formal

confessional documents, submit them to the various conferences for their

reactions and suggestions, and endeavor to have these formal documents

ready for submission to the next regular convention. These documents, when

adopted by the Convention, shall replace and supersede the present statements.'

The report of the constitution committee was discussed article by article and point
by point and on Friday afternoon was adopted unanimously. It was further resolved that
the constitution be duplicated and distributed to the congregations for their adoption.

From a list of nine names which were proposed (seven of them from the floor) the
first name recommended by the constitution committee was adopted: ''Church of the
Lutheran Confession.' It may be of interest to know that the eight other names proposed
were the following: Lutheran Christian Church, Church of the Lutheran Confessiors,
Immanuel Lutheran Conference, Evangeiical Lutheran Conference, Memorial Lutheran Con-
ference, Spokesman Lutheran Conference, Lutheran Christian Missionary Church, and
Lutheran Confessional Fellowship.

On Friday afternoon, August 12th, opportunity was afforded the members of the con-

vention to record their signatures with the secretary in evidence of their subscription
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to the constitution adopted by this convention. Eighty-nine names were then recorded
and filed in the minutes of the secretary.

At the Watertown Convention reports were also given and received on the work of
missions, Immanuel Lutheran College, and The Lutheran Spokesman. (These reports will
receive special attention in separate sections devoted to the activities of the Interim
Conference.) The first proposal for a theological Journal was heard at this meeting,

[t will be of interest to our teachers to hear that a Teachers' Conference was announced
for October 20 and 21 to meet at Jamestown, ND. [t is also noteworthy that the first
colloquy in the CLC was conducted during this convention. The results were reported as
favorable and a young man just graduated from the Wisconsin Synod Seminary was declared
to be a candidate for the Ministry in the CLC fellowship.

After provisions had been made for the continuation of this convention in January,
1961, the meeting was recessed and was closed with appropriate devotional worship. Those
who had the privilege of attending the meeting at Watertown will testify to the fact that
it was not only a hard-working assembly but one that was concerned that all things be done
decently and in order to the glory of God and in dedication and commitment to the
Eternal Truth,

1. Recessed Convention at Sleepy Eye, Minnesota - January 2L4-26, 1961,

Atthough the weather was bitterly cold with winds blowing strongly from the north-
west, there was a warm and cheerful spirit of Christian fellowship in evidence as pastors,
teachers, delegates, and visitors assembled in Grace Lutheran Church at Sleepy Eye,
Minnesota on January 24th. At the opening session after a convention communion service,
the chairman gave his report which covered the following topics: Appointments, ordina=-
tions, installations, dedications and rededications, pastoral conferences, teachers'
conference, and the work before the assembled recessed convention.

The membership committee reported that 33 congregations had applied for membership
in the CLC,

The doctrinal essay delivered and discussed at the convention was entitled 'A
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Study of the Scriptural Teaching Concerning Excommunication and Termination of Fellow-
ship: Their Relationship to Each Other and Their Application.' This was a very timely
topic since it dealt with matters pertaining to subjects that had come up in connection
with our Scripture-grounded separation from former affiliations.

Since this was a meeting set aside for the purpose of effecting an organization
with proper order and form, much time was devoted to the election of officers, boards, a-d
committees, as well as to the adoption of articles to the constitution and by~laws ta-
bled by the Watertown meeting. The officers of President, Vice President, Secretary, and
Moderator were filled and members of the following boards were elected: Board of Mis-
sions, Bdard of Trustees, Board of Doctrine, and Board of Education.

The convention authorized the Board of Trustees to accept the offer of transfer of
Immanuel Lutheran College from the present Board of Control, constituted of members of

Immanuel Church, Mankato, Minnesota.

ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERIM COMFERENCE

I.  The work of Missions.

From the very beginning the Interim Conference brethren recognized the fact that it
would be highly inappropriate to center all their energies upon the combating of errors
that were currently causing divisions and of fences. To leave the cause of missions to tho-
who were defending and propagating error, however seemingly small, would be an abdication
of responsibility on the part of those who were contending for the truth once delivered
to the saints. The Lord expects, and rightly so, that His children who bow in submis-
sion to His Word of Truth in all its parts, should be active in the proclamation of the
Gospel wherever the call may lead them. Therefore it was that steps were taken at an
early date to activate the work of missions according to the Lord's leading. Already
at the December, 1957, meeting at Mankato a modest program of mission work was initiated.
Regarding the Japanese Lutheran Mission, for instance, it was established:

1. That we have a debt of love to our fellow believers in Japan.

"2, That since the Lord has placed the Japanese Mission under our immediate care
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and concern, we will continue to support our mission under the guidance and
blessing of God.

"3. That we need to acquire property to secure their future existence.

'y, That we, as the Lord guides, make all efforts to acquire the property and
buildings now in use, especially since the Board of Trustees has expressed the
willingness to make a property settlement.'

A committee was elected to draw up a legally required constitution for the purpose of
forming an organization as an interim measure to make it possible to acquire the
property for our Japanese Lutheran Mission.

The subject of Home Missions was given careful consideration with the result that
it was resolved to elect a mission committee which was to function on the behalf of
the brethren. From the minutes we glean the following:

"After lengthy discussion we agreed that there was a pressing need for such

a committee in order that we might be encouraged and strengthened in our

calling to preach the Gospel to every creature, that we might do so in an

orderly way, that urgent needs among mission congregations might be given

immediate consideration, that we might be kept informed as to the needs of

our Japanese Mission and other missions at home."

The glorious work of missions was not overlooked in the meetings of the West

Coast brethren. As evidence that due consideration was given to this important activity
of the Church we bring the following excerpt from the minutes of the meeting held at
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Opportunity, Washington, January 23-24, 1958,

'"The mission needs of the various congregations that have now separated

were discussed. The matter of missionaries working was discussed. It is

evident that this is not a desirable situation, but one into which God

has led us at the present time. At present we would mutually encourage

one another to even more fervent and consecrated fulfillment of God's call~

ing, for finally our highest calling is to preach the Gospel and our

greatest responsibility is toward our congregations. Where the Lord

directs us to obey His Word, He also grants the needed strength.'

It was noted that a mission committee is presently gathering funds among all the with-
drawn congregations to begin alleviating the needs of the missionaries, and to evaluate
what needs to be done.

That the cause of missions in the Interim Conference was alive and well is

evidenced from the report of the meeting held at Mankato, Minnesota, January 13~-15,

1959, which brings the information that gifts were being received for the Japanese
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Lutheran Missioh, for the mission in Winter Haven, Florida, and for the fund being
gathered to provide a furlough for the missionary in Japan. Considerable discussion was
carried on regarding negotiations with the Board of Trustees of the Wisconsin Synod
aiming at the liquidation of the indebtedness on the property being occupied by the
congregation in Japan. Since no satisfactory agreement was reached it was resolved to
continue contact with the Wisconsin Synod Board for the purpose of arriving at a sat-
isfactory settlement. Furthermore, the mission committee reported the designation of a
special correspondent for our continued contact with the Japanese Mission.

At the Mankato meeting held January 19-21, 1950, the mission committee reported
a statement of policy 'which included the information that one third of the mission
money go to ILC, and two thirds go to the domestic and Japanese Missions."

Of interest may be the report of the treasurer of the mission committee which
showed that from September 24, 1959, to January, 1960, receipts totaled $2564.]O and
that disbursemenfs were made to ILC, to the mission in Oenver, Colorado, to the Twin
City Mission, Minneapolis, MN, to Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Opportunity, WA, and to
the Japanese Lufheran Mission. Sixteen congregations were listed as contributors as
well as six individﬁa]s. Domestic missions received $575, Japanese Lutheran Mission
$475 and ILC $460. The figures are small no doubt due to the fact that the local con=-
gregations were small and were faced with financial crises at home. But a beginning
was being made and how greatly the Lord has blessed the CLC through the years may be seen
from the budget allowances adopted by the Convention of 1974-~a total of $212,710.00
of which $99,600 was designated for missions and $64,066 for ILC. Besides this $11,784
was voted for salary raises, and $36,860 for General Administration, Capital Invest-
ments, Emergency Support, and Retirement Benefirs.

By the time of the August, 1960, =onvention held at Watertown, SD, mission ac~-
tivity had incfeased under the '»rd's blessing as is evidenced by the committee's re-
port to the convention. ™MW congregations had been organized, others had been able to

secure church prope-<¥, and the opening of a new Christian Day School was announced.

~16-



Concerning the mission in Japan note was taken of the fact that Japanese brethren were
engaged in new and fruitful mission endeavors, namely, "A. They have established another
Sunday School near Tokyo with 45 pupils and 5 teachers. B. They are in the process of
preparing Sunday School material with suitable illustrations. C. They have called a
young man from their own midst to prepare for the ministry.'' The convention authorized
the mission committee to prepare a slide lecture and materials on the various congrega-
tions, missions, and schools of the conference. Also recommendation was made to the
board to issue a call for an institutional missionary at Rochester, Minnesota. In ad-
dition the following resolution was adopted:

"That the Mission Board be autHorized to solicit the necessary information

from the various fields to be used as a basis for the proper allocation of

funds .

The minutes of the recessed convention held at Sleepy Eye, Minnesota, January 24-
26, 1961, include a report of the mission committee as well as a report of the corres-
pondent designated to keep in touch with the Japanese Mission. The convention resolved
to take over the entire financial responsibility for the Japanese Mission and initiated
negotiations for the channeling of all funds for the Japan Mission through the CLC
treasury. The treasurer's report shows that the receipts for the third quarter of 1960
totaled $5,856.79 and that receipts for the fourth guarter totaled $9,218.75. Alloca~
tions for these two quarters were made to the' following: Berea Lutheran Church, St.
Paul, MN; Redemption Lutheran Church, Seattle, WA; Gethsemane Lutheran Church,
Opportunity, WA; 5t. Peter's Lutheran Church, Denver, CO; Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Winter Haven, FL; Messiah Lutheran Chﬁrch, Milwaukee, Wi; Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
Phoenix, AZ; Redeemer Lutheran Church, Cheyenne, WY; Our Savior's Lutheran Church, Monroe,
MI; Confessional Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, WI; North Platte, NB; Immanuel Lutheran
College and Seminary, Mankato, MN; Japan Lutheran Mission. Thirty-six congregations
were listed as contributing,

This concludes the record on missions in the Interim Conference. The next install-

ment should detail the mission activity of the CLC from the date of its organization
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to the present day. This part of the record is oné more evidence of how true it is
that the Word of the Lord does not return unto Him void but accomplishes the purpose
for which it has been sent.
May our zeal to help the heathen
Be increased from day to day
As we plead in true compassion
and for their conversion pray,
For the many faithful heralds,
For the Gospel they proctaim,
Let us all be cheerful givers
To the glory of Thy name.
Savior, shine in all Thy glory
On the nations near and far;
From the highways and the byways
Call them, 0 Thou Morning Star.
Guide them whom Thy grace hath chosen
Out of Satan's dreadful thrall
To the mansions of Thy Father--
There is room for sinners all,

i1. Immanuel Lutheran College.

The story of Immanuel Lutheran College and its beginning leads us back to the
Interim Conference held at Mankato, Minnesota, January 13-15, 1959. By this time a
number of pastors and congregations had withdrawn from their former synodical affilia-
tions because they could not in good conscience continue in fellowship relations with
church bodies which had been marked as causing divisions and offences contrary to the
doctrine of Holy Scripture. This Scriptural action on their part left them without
access to synodical schools for the Christian training of their young people. It would
have been inconsistent with the fellowship principles for which they had contended if,
having separated from heterodox bodies, they would have continued to send their sons
and daughters to their schools. For this reason, the matter of making provisions for
their own school or schools was high on the agenda of the Mankato meeting. Most of the
afternoon of January 14th was devoted to this discussion. [t was reported that in the
Mankato area alone there were about 34 students ready for High School and about 14

students ready for College and Seminary. However, the conference did not wish to take

any joint precipftous action in such a momentous matter as that of establishing a



school, since the framing of a confessional statement had not as yet been concluded.
(There are examples from history to show that where joint action has been taken with-
out careful groundwork and firm foundation, such institutions have not survived. )
Since the need was pressing and could not be left hanging until a synodical organiza-
tion would be effected with its confessional basis established, a group of lay people
of the Mankato congregation stepped intc the breach and formed an association for the
purpose of founding a school-~Immanuel Lutheran College. This institution initiated
its blessed work of training the youth with a special service of dedication and in-
stallation on Sunday, September 13, 1959. After the sermon the first building of ILC
on Third and Harper was dedicated. Registration:of High School students had already
taken place on September 8th. The College and Seminary Departments opened on September
16th.

Concerning the founding of Immanuel Lutheran College we here insert the follow-
ing from the school catalog:

"It was born of need--a need that arose when, because of numerous with-

drawals from previous synodical affiliations, a considerable number of

students of high school, college and seminary levels found themselves

without a church-affiliated school to which they could turn. It was born

of bold vision-~founded by a private association of laymen who, together

with their pastor and with the approval of their congregation, Immanuel

Lutheran Church of Mankato, Minnesota, took the necessary steps for re~

modeling and furnishing a vacant school building and calling the first

group of teachers., Provisions were made whereby college students took

their secular subjects at Mankato State Coliege, and were given sup-

plementary instruction in religion and other courses, particularly for

the teacher-training and pre-theological departments. These supple-

mentary courses were taught by a number of part-timc instructors. The

school opened with 24 students in the High School, 17 in the College

and two in the Seminary."

0f interest is the foliowing announcement which had appeared in the Lutheran Spokesman

of August, 1959:

""The High School Building is rapidly being remodeled and redecorated by
donations of labor and m~terial from the members of Immanuel Lutheran
Congregation. The Seminary Department will meet in a class room in the
church parlors of Immanuel. Classes to tutor college students in
Religion and languages will be scheduled along with subjects to be
taken at the local State College. Tuitions are on a basis of $75 per
Semester in advance for the High School and Seminary Departments. The
college tutor classes will have a tuition of $75 in advance for the
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school year,"

The first report on ILC rendered to the Interim Conference is found in the
minutes of the January meeting held at Mankato in 1960. The head of the Seminary and
College Departments reported that the Seminary had two students and two teachers. In
addition a teacher from the College Department was teaching two periods on Christian
Education. The report on the College Department brought this information: 'The
College has 13 regular students and L general students. The regular academic courses
are taken at Mankato State College with supplementary work at Immqnuel College. The
courses offered are: General Religion, Bible Introduction, Greek Grammar, New Testa-
ment reading in Greek, Hebrew, and Church Latin. A grant from the Memorial Fund at
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church was made for the establishing of a Tibrary at the
seminary and high school.'" The principal reported on the High School. He indicated
that the school opened with 24 students which at the time of reporting had increased
to 30. The principal emphasized that the school was controlled by a Board of Directors
from Immanuel Church in behalf of the congregation. At the request of the pastor of
Immanuel Congregation the conference appointed an advisory committee of the conference
tor work with the Board of Directors. The financial report of ILC rendered at this
meeting showed that the receipts of the College totaled $7344.65. To show how, under
the blessing of God, the financial picture of the College has progressed through the
years since these early beginnings, it may be of interest to note that the year-end
report for 1973 showed total receipts of $203,193.57.

The graduation class of 1960 published a yearbook which has the now wel I=known
title, "The Lance.'" This yearbook bore the following dedicatory inscription: 't is
with great esteem that our graduates and students of 1960 dedicate this first anni=~
versary memento of [mmanuel Lutheran College--High School, College, and Seminary
Departments,--to those who have had the God-given courage, faith, and foresight to
establish our school." 0On this third page of the first Lance appears a short presenta-

tion on the subject 'Christian Education' by the first professor of |LC Seminary. Be-
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cause it breathes the edifying spirit which motivates this blessed work of the Church
we present it here in full:

Topic: CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, Space: Two or three hundred words.

What can one say about so great a subject in so few words, except to state

that one is for it? To be for Christian Education-~because of jts Author,

Our Blessed Lord and Savior; because of the great subject with which it deals,

our salvation; because of the glorious goal to which it leads, Life Everlasting;

for the sake of those who shall benefit by it, our children, to whom we can

leave no greater heritage than to have taught them the Way of Life.

But it's not alone what one says about Christian Education that counts, but

how one says it. And there your present writer can point to many others be-

sides himself, others whose actions in connection with our modest undertaking

at immanuel Lutheran College are speaking lTouder than words; the little

group of men who had the courage and devotion to get our project started a

year ago; then all those who worked so hard in order to make our high school

building and seminary room ready for use; the students, some of whom are so

far from home, and who all have so cheerfully accepted the discomforts under

which so much of our work is done; and above all, the teachers who have worked

so faithfully at such great sacrifice--all of these have said by their actions

what we have tried to put into words at the beginning of this brief article:

Christian Education--WE'RE FOR IT' This is what makes the mere existence

of Immanuel Lutheran College such a powerful testimony.

The first Lance presents the first graduates of ILC as follows: ten from High School
Department; five from the College Department; one from the Seminary.

At the Watertown, South Dakota, Convention held August 9-12, 1960, the principal of
the High School gave a report on [LC indicating that the estimated enroliment for the
1960-61 school year was 60 for the High School. The faculty had been increased to
three full-time instructors for the High School. The pressing need for more classroom
space was being filled by the erection of a new building to be joined to the present
structure located at Third and Harper on the North Prairie of Mankato. Four laymen of
the Immanuel Congregation were using their borrowing power to finance the construction.
Funds for the equipment of a laboratory and for the rental of a gymnasium were reported
as a great need. The calling of a second professor in the Seminary and also of a pro-
fessor to serve in the College Department was reported. Enrollments for the College
showed the following figures: eight for the Freshman College year, five for the Normal

Department, three for the Pre-theological Department for a total of sixteen. An en-

rollment of six for the Seminary was indicated.
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As addendum #1 the minutes of the Watertown Convention bring the following recom-
mendations of the floor committee on ILC:

1. Cognizance should be taken by the Conference of the four men of Immanuel
Congregation for their willingness, enterprise, and trust in the Lord to
provide the facilities at their personal expense that F:ve made possible the
establishment of the educational center. May the Lord richly reward their
unselfish services.

2. We further recommend that this property now held and controlled by a Board
constituted of members of Immanuel Congregation be taken over by the pro-
posed Board of Trustees of the Interim Conference as soon as possible after
the group has been formally organized and that it thereafter assume complete
support of the schools.

"3. It is also our recommendation that this body without delay establish neces-
sary boards according to the constitution to assume control of the property
and to administer the affairs of the schools."

On a beautiful autumn day, Sunday, September 9, 1960, the new Immanuel High School
Building was dedicated in the presence of 350 people representing ten congregations.
The specifications of the building were given as follows: 'The new building measures
approximately 40' x 60'. It is of Fireproof steel and cement block construction and
built to allow for economical expansion in the future. The complete cost is about
$15,000.00." At a service held earlier in the afternoon at Immanuel Lutheran Church
one full-time teacher in the High School, one full-time teacher in the College, one
full-time teacher in the Seminary, and three part-time teachers in the College were
installed. The college choir sang "All Glory Be to God on High'' by Lundquist and "'The
Lord Bless and Keep You'' by Lutkin.

At the January, 1961, convention at Sleepy Eye, Minnesota, the overall enrollment
of ILC was reported to be 84 students with five full-time teachers and Four part=-time
teachers. The housing arrangements were reported as follows:

"Mousing for out-of-town students ~ orovided by way of private homes and

by the use of rented quarters. Thrity-three High School students and seven

College Freshmen are lodged either in private homes or (in the case of seven

boys) in a rented house that serves as a dormitory. All of these are under

the supervision of house parents. Five college students in the upper

classes, and five from the Seminary live in rented quarters, without this

specific supervision. The dormitory plan is working well, and should

probably be expanded."

At this meeting the offer of transfer of the physical plant at cost was extended to the
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CLC by the Board of Directors of ILC. The Convention Committee on ILC proposed that
this offer be accepted with gratitude to the founders and supporters of [LC who, under
God, had made it possible to inaugurate the important work of this institution. Thus
ILC became the direct responsibility of the CLC. This closes the record of the found-
ing and early years of Immanuel Lutheran College. It is a story of how God works
through human beings to carry out His will for the welfare of the Church's youth,
Grant that we Thy Word may cherish
And its purity retain.
Lord unless Thouart the Builder,
A1l our labor is in vain.
Keep us from all pride and boasting,
Vanity and foolish trust,
Knowing that our work without Thee,
Soon will crumble into dust.
God of grace and lTove and blessing
Thine alone shall be the praise,
Give us hearts to trust Thee truly,
Hands to serve Thee all our days.
Lord bestow Thy future blessing
Till we join the heav'nly host,
There to praise and serve Thee ever,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

I'll. Periodicals and Publications.

From the very outset, pastors and congregations who had, for Scripture-bound con-
victions severed from former Synodical affiliations, recognized the importance and value.
of communication. Christians who live under the cross and must face the opposition of
those who have departed from the Word of truth need the support and encouragement of
one another. Goa in His wisdom may isolate us and if He does we have the promise that
He will by His grace keep us faithful even though we may be alone. But it will not
do for us to isolate ourselves and separate ourselves from true brethren of the faith
as if we didn't need them. |If each one presumes to establish his own little kingdom
over which he will rule as an isolatedent’ity he is headed for trouble. He may well end
up as a sectarian and separatist with his own peculiar brand of theology. Recognizing
these dangers and conscious of the significance of communication among fellow believers

>

the importance of communication and publications became an early consideration of the
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brethren who emerged as the founders of the CLC,
A. The Lutheran Spokesman,

The first periodical to appear was The Lutheran Spokesman which was launched al-

ready at the Cheyenne meeting held May 6, 7 and 8, 1958. The first issue of this
periodical bears the date of June, 1958, and appeared in mimeographed form. The cover
featured a picture of Dr. Martin Luther with the Holy Bible in his hand and alongside
the picture was inscribed John 10:35, ""The Scripture cannot be broken.!' As a forc. = ::
we find introductory words of which we bring the following excerpts:

"The policy and purpose of this new periodical which greets you at this time

is summarized on the front cover. The name, LUTHERAN SPOKESMAN, indicates

that it is our purpose to be a true daughter of the Reformation and to speak as
Martin Luther did in his time. With dozens of periodicals in existence

which bear the name Lutheran in their mastheads, the question would appear

in order, 'Why another one? Are there not more than enough papers proclaim-

ing the heritage of the Lutheran Reformation in America?'’ Our answer is

the reason for this new periodical. Lutheranism has fallen on evil days.
One Lutheran body after another has lost its confessional character or is
in the process of losing it....But we would not be Lutheran Spokesmen in

the sense of simply reiterating all that is taught in an unquestioning way.
True Lutheranism is depicted in the illustration and the motto. Luther was
not his own spokesman, but a spokesman of the Word. He had to speak, be-
cause Scripture cannot be broken. And that, pray God, will be our policy.
"It is written,' and we cannot add or subtract from that message, but pro-
claim the whole counsel of God. Even among the more conservative elements
of Lutheranism in America, the ugly '‘doubt theology'' has entered in.

"One cannot be sure.' '"This is my opinion.'" 'There are two sides to it.'
"Each one must follow his own conscience.' We believe that Scripture is
clear and sufficient. We believe that Scripture not only reveals what we are
to believe but with equal clarity reveals false teaching and error. On the
basis of that clear word, it will be our purpose and policy to feed God's
flock, to protect them from false teaching, to attack when necessary all
teaching and practices which are not in accord with the Word, for Scripture
cannot be broken. 'We now implore God the Holy Ghost''!"

The first issue contained the following items: A directory of pastors and
teachers; A report of the Cheyenne Convention; Church Mews; A listing of Bible passages
and Catechism questions for daily devotions in the home; A report of the Japan Mis-
sionary Furlough Committee; An announcement of a conference to be held in Trinity
Lutheran Church, Spokane, Washington, together with a brief historical sketch of this
congregation; A book review; An obituary; An article entitled, '"Disobedient to God's

Word.! Subscription price was set at $1.00 a year with issues set to appear in
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February, April, June, Augu;t, October, and December,

At the various meetings énd conventions which followed the Cheyenne meeting,
reports on THE LUTHERAN SPOKESMAN were rendered. As the Interim Conference merged to
become the -nucleus of the CLC this periodical was accepted as its periodical and mu~"
blessing came from its regular appearance in the homes. From a bi~monthly magazine
during its first two years of publication, it emerged as a monthly periodical beginning
with the issue of June, 1960. With the February, 1960, issue the subscription price
was increased to $2.00 per year.

The Sleepy Eye Convention of January, 1961, designated THE LUTHERAN SPOKESMAN as
the official organ of the CLC retroactive.to the date of the first issue numbered as
Vol. I, No. 1. It was agreed that all official announcements and notices were to be
printed in THE LUTHERAN SPOKESMAN,

B. The Journal of Theology.

Early in its history the Interim Conference recognized the need for a Theologica’
Journal. The first mention of such a venture is found in the minutes of the January,
1960, conference held at Mankato which indicates that a report on a Theological Journzl
was scheduled to be given at the next convention, Accordingly at the Watertown Con-
vention held in August, 1960, a report was given with the result that a recommendation
was adopted to start a Theological Journal as soon as possible. The editorial staff
was to consist of the Immanuel Seminary faculty and such other members as they might
appoint. At the Sleepy Eye Convention of January, 1961, it was reported that the fir-"
issue of the Theological Journal had been set up with copy to fill about 43 pages. (Th=>
first issue ran to 48.) The plan called for five issues a year with subscription price
set at $2.00 per year. Eighty subscriptions were‘reported with many subscriptions
coming from laymen, 't was apparent from the report that a subsidy would be needed.
At this convention the following resolution was adopted: "That the Theological Journal
to be published puféﬁghtffd the directive of thiSfchurch body be herewith an official

organ of the Church of the Lutheran Confession.'" And so the JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY was
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launched as an officié] organ of the CLC with its first issue published under "

February, 1961. This issue contains a foreword by the editor-in-chief in which h=
presented a summary of our history and background and what could properly be cxpr:
of a theological journal faithful to the Word. We bring here the concluding -

of this foreword:

"'So we Taunch our modest little venture, fully conscious of the respuis’
bilities we are thereby assuming, Ve are aware of thec delicate =~n-
batance that will be required to keep our Journal from on the onc h-.: i
coming an ivory tcwer of lofty discussion into which one takes refua:
order to cscape the stark realities of life, or on the other of fall i

into the habit of controversy for controversy's sake and so descendiry to

the Tevel of querulous complaint, of unbridled criticism, of intcmpaiate
invective, of vindictive retaliation. We know the danger of both of thar-
extremes. Ve know that it is not even possible to show just where the cxrt
line of demarcation is to be drawn, where moderation ceases and the im-
moderate begins. But our readers shall know that we will be trying to

avoid these ever present pit falls, saying what must be said in the face »f
existing circumstances, doing what can be done by way of constructive sug-
gestion, praying that our friends will understand and opponents not mis-
understand us, knowing all the while that humanly speaking the extent of cur
influence must be small indeed, but committing ourselves and our case to the
Lord of the Church. We trust that our readers will have sensed that neithnr
we of the editorial board, nor our new church body which has rocnnstad {hi-
project are suffering from delusions of grandeur, that we are not lain.

this Journal for the sake of acquiring a status symbol, but that w2 aiz sim:.,
trying to do what we can, where we can, in a day when there is so much thr=
needs to be done--doing this for the sake of preserving the truth that w~-
once held jointly with so many brethren, and in the hope of serving, if Cod
will grant His grace, toward a restoration of the wider fellowship that

once we enjoyed. To this end we dedicate our efforts and this Journal.

The first issue contained an article entitled '"Omnes Christiani De Lv-ong.ii.
sentiunt'' and another with the title: .”The rm of Sound VWords''; a section on O
Education; another on Homiletics and finally one with the heading '"Panorcm-. '
"Panorama'’ section was introduced with these words among others:

"5 thecurtain is being raised on this department of our Journal of The~':
it may not be amiss to make a statement on our purpose, our policies, an:
our aims with respect to the reporting of the doings and sayings of man.
Panorama-~as the word implies, is a comprehensive presentation of a suljec:,
with due regard for all that comes to view in every direction. Vhile tha
picture can be seen only a section at a time, it is not separated from the
scroll which is being continually unrolled and of which it is a part. A
panoramic view reveals not only those things which appear in the foreground
but also the details of the background which give to the picture its dim~n~-
sion as well as its perspective. All of these things arec involved in a
proper reporting and evaluation of the news. For instance, one does nc.
rush into print with an accusation of “herctic'' as socon as a man mzkeas @
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wrong statement of doctrine, nor does one cover up and call a man '"a weak
brother' when he causes divisions and of fenses contrary to the doctrine

which we have learned. It shall be our aim to report historical events

not for the .. e purpose of disseminating information after the fashion of

a news magazinec but for the purpose of discovering and evaluating the

temper of our age, that we might be forewarned and forecarmed. And if, by

the grace of God, those who have fallen into unspiritual and unionistic ways
are awakened and aroused by what they find on these pages, it will be in
fulfillment of a hope and prayer which shall follow along with the penning

of these lines. It is our intention to report facts without prejudice and to
guard against distortion. We pray for grace to see and recognize good when
it comes to view and to give it its due; and for grace to recognize evil when
it raises its head, to label it, and to warn against it without fear or
favor. Vhen we find that our opponents publicly criticise what we have
publicly written, we shall not run to Matthew 18 for cover. Concerning mat-
ters which have come to public attention we shall by the same token feel

free to write after the manner described in Gal. 2:11-1L and I Tim. 5:20-25,
and for the same reasons. It is not our wish to engage in a battle of wits
with those who Tove to cross swords for the plecasure of it, or to bother with
those who use smear tactics, for nothing is gained in ecither case. Vindica-
tion of personal honor and the advancement of a falsc synodical loyalty shall
be eschewed. e have seen enough of these road-blocks to last a Tifetime."

And so, this was the beginning of our present JOURHAL OF THEOLOGY wHich has re-
ceived cordial reception not only in CLC circles but also outside our fellowship.

C. Other Publications.

Qur church body is not particularly known for a proliferation of periodicals. In-
deed of the writing of books there is no end and much of what is being written in
ecclesiastical circles is hardly worth the paper on which it is being printed. Perhaps
we should not be as reticent as we have been in putting our confessions down on the
printed page as a witness and for the edification of others. Be that as it may, certc.n
publications have emerged as authorized by our church body. Hotable among these are
the PROCEEDINGS of our conventions, the pamphlet ''Concerning Church Fellowship,' and
another entitled '"Concerning Church and Ministry.'" Llater I Ictory has brought forth
other pamphlets. However, it may safely be said that we have not used the printed pagn
as widely as we should have. Let us hope that we may be moved from our inertia to
publish and to spread the good news in ever-widening circles as the Lord directs and
gives us opportunity,

And so we bring to a close this record of the background and the carly beginnings
of the CLC. Ve close as we began with the confession: Soli Dco Gloria.
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”1fi¢thh hearts of Falth and trust suchhymns as thatf

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF THE LUTrlERAN"'COP\IFESSlON

Part kTwo Deve]opment and GFOWLhygi the C L C

"rnEven as. the blrth and ear}y hlstory of the C. L C bears the mark of God's blessrngyjd’;?

'7,upon a church body whlch had become a haven eor Chrlatlan tontenders for the falth

,,;also 1t must be sard that d!vnne benedlctron rested upon thrr Churcn oF the Lutheran"

kthonfessron in the years o1 :ts growth and deve]opmont Meetnngs eonferences;;and_fﬁ

f conventrons whlrh Followed tne ear!y beg«nntngs were a Joy to the oartfcrpants aS’}tjb

\tame evndent that wwere there is oneness of mlnd and heart there rs;aISO'wr1]tngnes to;

o

"fwork and a readrness to make necessary sacrtflees in order Lhat the Lord‘s M155|on may“

';ﬂbe advanced En 50 many ways lt was shown that the gu»drng hand of,a gracuous God was'

'if:mapptng the course to be foltowed Ag the Lord Wth HIS bountrru] hand provsded the

hf_means to fulfr}l the needs as they arose God’s peop]e Found ever more reason tof"'“‘

nrmltab}e'hymn}omeau]ﬁGerhardth

ﬂ“Comm:t Uhatever Grleves Thee Udd‘

'7Comm;t whatever grleves thee
Into the gracious hands =
Of Him whonever leaves thee
. Who feav n and cart h commandc“ .
 VYho points the cloud thelr courses
_ Whom w:nds and wavcs obey, , ‘
. He will direct thy FOOLstep
”VlhAnd Fxnd for thee a way

T;_Iwy hand is never shortened'
All thincszmust serve Thy mrght‘
_Thlne every act is b]essnng,,ﬁ

Thy path is pureat light,

 Thy work no man can hinder,

. Thy purpose none can stay, ,
Since Thou to bless Thy chnldren
'Wl]t a}ways Fxnc a way t(L H 520)

And so as. We txace thefoototeps that we. have trod together5|nce the organiZation*vjf

ﬂ'fdor our. C L C weyflnd that this IS not Just a rehearsa? of cold facts of h»story, but !?fl
ﬁ’flt is ln truth hls Story-~*tne story of God'e deaitng wlth a remnantfoeovle rescucd as{ﬂ»%
'fg,brand From the burntng ‘rAs,we’now¢retracebthoae’pathsyrt,must‘beiwrthiheartshof yrdfyyii
"gratttude to,our‘SaVIor#God'whoﬂhae doneisovaCh'foh’afneoptenwhonhavetdeservedfso ttttfeéfdh

| Ue contrnue Wth the words whlch we opened thts hlstorym—mSol ’Dco G]or|a~-~to God a]onevJ;V

,tne Glory




"tn'ordetho~orcv1de an ordcrly presentatlon we«haVefehosengtoidiuidehthisfsef

of C L C H storyjiﬁto Four parts

r'l Growth and Development zn General{ﬂ .

k!l Growth rn the er}d of MISS!OHS

L ’}f! Growth in the erld of Educatton7tff*l“’

th{V Growth rn the Fle}d of Pub]tcatlons;}

fFor mutual encouragement, edxf:catxon 'and strengthen:ng the members oF the,C L

57ncont:nued to meet in larger and smal]er groups Conventlons were he}d General and

h*~§D:strtct Pastoral and Teachersu

then the7frr

rules and regulatcons

st seeds of dxs;ntegratlon have

7fhbeeh750wn”, As a church body grows thlS danger becomes more oronounced

From its ear]y beglnnlﬂgs unt:] now doctr:na] matters have not been relegated to"'J

:tmynor pos;tlon nfcourch meetlngs as has haopened !n many Other churcf bodtes but theSC~ﬂ
. have occupred a place of maJor concern Thns may be seen From a look at he nrogram

t*,ischedu]es of the Synodrcal Conventlons and othor churth meettngs Tho fo}loWIng

. h‘llst of essays prepared and dellvercd at the Conventxons of tho C L C

'”rjf”A Study of the Scrvntural Teachlng Concernrng Excommun:cat:on and Termrnatlon
of Fol]owshlp Their Relatlon to Each Other and Thein App!rcatvon o .

' (Begun at the 1961 Conventxon held in January at. Sleeoy Eve, Mlnnesota,
‘and conc]uded at the August 1961 Convcnt:on heid at Sookane Washlngton )

:k”The Meanxng oF ﬂh%le51a in the N, T “' ' ~ L ' .
(Begun at August 19561 Conventron at Spokane Washlngton and contrnued at
August 962 Conventlon at Manchester Utsconsrn ) S ~
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"'Wow Scripture Provides Us Ulth Safeguards Against the Danger of a Class Strugg]e
Between Clergy and Laity.'' (1962 Convention).

"The Meaning of Basilefia in the MNew Testament.'
(1963 Convention at Marquette, Michigan.)

A Century of Blessing and Judgment.'
(1964 Convention at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin).

"The Macedonian Miracle.' (1905 Convention at [.L.C., Eau Claire, Wisconsin)

A Living Sacrifice.
""The Soc&al Gospe]——nA Threat to the Principle of the Separation of Church-and
State.
(1966 Convention at Spokane, Washington:.)

“"The Virtue of Christian Sobriety.!
""Feed My Lambs---Feed My Sheep.!'
''Challenge to Christian Education in the C.L. c.!
(1968 Convention at [.L.C., Eau Claire, Wisconsin.)

“Ten Years of Grace, !l
'"Looking Forward to Grace For Grace.'l
(1970 Convention at I.L.C,, Fau Claire, Wisconsin.)

'0ur. Bodies Declare: the Glory of God.!
!The Sola Scriptura Principles and Biblical Studies Today-==Crisis and Conflict !
Mhy a Study 0| the Fraterna] Life Insurance 0rganz7atxon~-—A|d Association for.
~tutherans. s
(1972 Convention at |.L.C., Eau Claire, Wisconsin.)

“"The Grace of Baptism.'

"Foreign Mission Work.'

“Developiments on: the Educatlona] Scene and their Implication for your ehurch

(197M Convention at i, L C., Eau Claire, Ulscon5|n )
"I Am Not Ashamed of the Gospel of Chrlst !
L . The Gospel for Man,
Il. The Cloud of Witnesses.
11, Our Witness to Our Age. ,
- (1976 Convention at F.L.C,, Eau Claire, Wisconsin.)

The above ljsting of essays indicates that a wide variety of doctrinal and
practical subjects were presented and discussed at the conventions of the C.L.C. to the
mutUa]‘strengthening and edification of its members. Free and open discussion by Tlay
and pastoral delegates and members was encouraged. Ample time was provided and allotted
so that business matters did not pre-empt the study of God's Word., This is as it should

be at any church convention or church meeting. Special convention services, communion

services, memorial services, and daily devotional services were conducted as a part of
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the schedule set up for our meetings together. What a joy it has been thus to be
gathered in Jesus' Name. How true it is as one hymn writer has expressed it:
"In Jesus' Name
Qur work must all be done
[f it shall compass our true good and aim,
And not end in shame alone;
For every deed
Which in it doth proceed,
Success and blessing gains
Till it the goal attains,
Thus we honor God on high
And.ourselves are.blessed thereby;
Wherein our true good remains.''

That certain doctrinal isstes which confronted the C.L.C. were not evaded but were
given careful consideration and subjected to careful scrutiny under the light of God's
Word gives evidence that this church body is determined to remain faithful to God's
Word in all its parts without compromise. At this point in time there has been no in-
dication of a desire to sweep differences under the rug in order to mainftain a peace
which is no peace. The record will show that time has been spent and opportunity has
been provided for a full discussion of such matters as the following: ''Church Fellow~
ship,! ''Church and Ministry,”" !'The Kingdom of God,'' '"The State of Humiliation,!

"The Third Use of the Law,'' '"The Polygamy Question in Connection With the Practice to

be Followed in the Migerian Mission Field.' Much good has come to God's people through
these discussions for in each instance the net result has been a renewed searching of
Holy Scripture which alone is the norm and source of all doctrine. HNot the words of men,
not church constitutions, nor even the confessions can decide doctrinal issues but
Scripture alone which is the eternal truth, unchangeable and infallible. This will

keep us strong and this alone will keep us united. [f once we depart from this rule of
faith, we will end up with nothing to give.

At the behest of the C.L.C. President, the Board of Doctrine has functioned and
on various occasions has represented the C.L.C. in meetings with representatives of

other church bodies, particularly with the W,E.L,S, Commission on Church Relations.

The issues which separated us from this church body have been squarely met at a
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number of meetings through the years. Testimony has been given and the reasons for
the Scripture-grounded separation have been repeated, As far as>man can judge there
have been no fruits, since to the very last the W.E.L.S. representétives have con-
tinued to justify their fellowship relations with Missouri Synod in those years after
it had been marked as an erring church body. At the last meeting held it was agreed
that an impasse had been reached, since discussions revealed only a repetition of
nrevious testimony. No meetings were held with the Evangelical Lutheran Synod repre-
sentatives since no occasion for such meetings had presented itself.

The true growth of a church body must be measured in the dimensions of the spirif
and certainly such growth there will be where the Word of God reigns and rules. One
does not presume to judge the extent, the length and the breadth, the height and the
depth of such growth for this is known to God alone. And we are satisfied,to teave it
in His hands. Certainly it would be an exercise in futility to demonstrate'spiritual
growth by making refereﬁce to stati$tica] tables. This has been the downfall of many
in the past. Even such a‘strong manas David suffered a fall when he began fﬁ estimate
the military strength of his forces. Surely not by might, nor by power, but byffhe
Lord's spirit it is thaf the Church is advanced. (Zech.k4, 6) When’we néw refer to
numbers in connection with growth between the years of 1960 and 1975, it is not with
the intention of using such reference as a proof of growing strength. Rather it is an
evidence that the Word which we preach has not returned void but has gathered fhe
solitary into families. In 1960’the C.L.C. consisted of Lk congregations, 7120 souls,
L740 communicants, while in 1975 the totals show 72 congregations, 9790 souls, 7105
communicants. In 1960 there were 7 Christian Day Schools with an enrollment of 276
children taught by 15 teachers. In 1975 there were 15 Christian Day Schools with 443
children taught by 45 teachers. Contributions in 19560 totaled $372,855 ($78.85 average
per communicant), and in 1975 $1,403,309 ($198.06 averagé per communicant). This is
really nothing to boast about since, for instance, in ]962 we had 8992 souls and in
1970 we had as many as 459 children in Christian Day Schools. But there has been

growth and particularly in the number of teachers in Christian Day Schools. Today we
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have an average of one teacher to every ten pupils which means that our childréen are
getting the benefit of more individual attention,and surely this is no cause for

regret but rather for gratitude and thanksgiving,

L.
Growth in the Field of Missions

The need for a vigorous out-reach with the saving messége of the Gospel becomes
ever more pressing as the end of the world approaches:  !'"Go'ye into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature.'' Thus every child of God has his marching orders
from the very one who reconciled the world and committed to His Church the Word which
proclaims pardon and peace to sin-laden souls. To ignore this commission is to for-
feit our right to live and breathe. The church that iéo]afes itself and refuses to
share “its treasures with others is dead and might as well close its doors.

The history of the C.L.C,‘by No means presents a mission activity in which there
is no room for improvement. There is always a great need for encouragement and ex=
hortation as we spur one another on to a greater participation in this wonderful
work of br?nging ih'the sheaves.k Under the power of the Gospel there has indeed been
growth among us in the field of missions. In answer to prayers for laborers we have
received laborers. As the message of forgiveness has been proclaimed, members of the
C.L.C. have been moved to provide the means to send them out. As the Lord has opened
the door, we have entered new fields. Churches have been built and schools have been
estab]iéhed, reaching out to young and old. From the very beginning when the churches
were finding one another in the Interim Conferenée, the God-given responsibility for
carrying on the work of missions was recognized.’ And now when the C.L.C. emerged as
an organized church body,<it was taken for granted that this work would continue as a
joint endeavor of all its congregations, large and small.

The first Mission Board was composed of three pastors and three laymen. In later
years the Board was reduced to two pastors and two laymeni At the Sleepy Eye Conven-

tion in January of 1961 the specific duties of the Mission Board were outlined as
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follows:

"DUTIES:
a. The Board of Missions shall explore mission fields and may open missions.
I necessary, it may terminate its efforts in any field.

b. It shall supervise the congregations and preaching stations receiving
subs:dy from the Church of the Lutheran Confession.

c. It shall authorize the acquisition of property in mission fields in coh-
junction with the Board of Trustees.

d. It shall study the needs and conditions in the mission fields, and provide
counsel and assistance as required,

' (C.L.€. Constitution)

The first annual convention reso]ved to take over the entire financial responsx~

bility for the Japanese mission and provrded for the dlsscminatlon of rnformation on

the mission stations supported by our L C At the Spokane Conventlon a collection on

Thanksglv&ng Day for Church Extens:on was recommended to all: congregatlons This
convenclon approved of 1(ssionary T«efe]'s proposal that an indigenous mission be
established ln Japan but a]so stated e think itradvisable that another American be
tra(ned to hand]e the work in order that contact may be continued with the Japanese
church should Pastor Tiefel suddenly be taken from us.'
fn" the report of the Third Annual Convention held at Manchester, Wisconsin, in

1962 we find the first listing of the congregations and mission stations being sup-
ported. These are as follows: , :
BEREA, St. Paul: 12 communicants.,

CARLSBAD, Unorganized: A group of families.

GETHSEMANE, Spokane: 50 communicants.

HOLY CROSS, Phoenix: 47 communicants; 8 pupils in schoot.

IMMANUEL, Winter Haven: 27 communicants; b4 pupils in school.

MISSOULA, Mont, :Unorganized; 16 communicants,

MONROE, Mich.: A group. (size not given).

REDEEMER, Chevenne: 45 communicants.

REDEMPTION, Seattle: 12 communicants,

ST.PAUL'S, Winner, S.D.: About 50 communicants.

St. PETER'S, Denver: 21 Communicants.

The congregation in Japan reported that it does not consider the sending of

another foreigner as a missionary urgent at this time. In this the convention con-

curred, but added, "However we recommend that our Mission Board continue to consider

. . for . .
the question of providing for a second man/our Japanese mission so the best interests
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of our missionary, the Japanese brethren, and the C.L.C. he served.'' The Japanese
congregation explained why it considered organizational membership with the C.L.C,
to be inadvisable. At the fourth annual convention held at'Marquette, Michigan,
in 1963 the names of the following new missions were added to the list of those
already reported: GRACE, Carlsbad (now organized) 16 communicants.
GRACE, Fridley, MM. 91 communicants.
ST. JOHN'S, Los Angeles. 12 communicants.
The missionary to Japan reported:
"We marvel and take heart in the gracious power of the Gospel and the

gracious rule of the Lord of heaven and earth, that we have opportunity

to work at all in this heathen and culturally sophisticated land, and

that the Savior-God continues to send inquirers. Our most urgent neecd:

That all members of the CLC pray that the Lord of the harvest would send

laborers li.e. Japanese candidates for the ministry of the Word) into the

harvest, that His Gospel may have free course, and that the devil in all

his manifestations may be put to rout.'
The convention: adopted resolutions asking the Secretary of the C.L.C. to'serve as the
'clearing house'' to whom the newest addresses of isolated members of the C.L.C. should
be sent. The Coordinating Council was asked to consider what might be done to be of
service to them:

At the 1964 convention at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, the report of the Mission Board
includes GRACE of Fridley, Minnesota, in the list of congregations being supported.
The report also informed the convention that the congregation in Los Angeles changed
its name from St. John's to Servant of Christ. The proposal to create the office of
misstonary-at-large was not deemed feasible by the convention. The Japan mission
report indicated difficulties encountered by defections from instruction classes and
the moving of members from their home base because of demands of their occupation.
However, it was reported that this also provides opportunities for these lay~members
to spread the Gospel in their new locations. At the 1965 convention the opening of
a new mission in San Francisco (ST, STEPHEN) was reported with a full-time pastor
in residence. Attention was again given to the handicaps experienced by those church

workers who must supplement their incomes by doing secular work. The 1966 convention

received the report that mission work had been inaugurated in Orlando, Florida, and
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in Houston, Texas, and that Trinity in Denver was added to the list of subsidized
stations,  Also at hand was a report of the “Minfstry By Mail'' Program which the 196k
convention entrusted to Grace Congregaticn, Sleey Eye, and its pastor. Twenty-three
congregations were reported as receiving the benefit of this program. 130 nieces of
first class mail were being mailed to éddresses in four continents.

At this point it is to be roted that the C.L.C, activated its resolution to meet

in convention biennially instead of assembling annually. Of special interest to the

and
delegates assembled at the 19568 convention was the report :that a ministry to the aged/
g , htl !

retarded at the Commodore Hotel in Madison, Wisconsin, and at Jackson Center,Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, was inaugurated, and that steps were being taken to carry out an active

i

fon program in the Madison area. The mission congregation in Chicago, Illinois,

r

mis
received its First full-time pastdrih this year. Authoriéatfon was given for the
subsidizing of Bethel Congregaf?bn at Houston, Texas, so that it might-call a pastor:

I'n 197@ arrangements were apprbved for the support of Zion of Cbrpus Christi, Texas,
and: Faith in St,’ Louis.  The inauguration of work in the East Bay area of San Fréncisco
was reported. Demands for "Ministry By Mail'' had grown to the extent that L15 sermons
viere placed in the mail each week, In 1972 exploratory work in Aberdeen, S.D., was
authorfzed. This Tater resulted in the organization of a congregétfon and the joining
with Hecla to form ong parish. FrOm/a'étatement of Goro Fugita of Tokyo, Japan, to the

~

convention we glean the following: 'We may be asking you, if possible, in the
not too distant future to help us by sending an American assistant to
our pastor.” In such case it would be advisable for him to concentrate
on language study for five or six years. By that time our pastor will
. X ! ‘ i CO: .
be approaching the age of 65. We wish our pastor/guide any new man in
the way of the Japanese and help the new man to love and understand us.
At this convention the'Board of Missions is directed to prepare for the next convention
a discussion on the possibilities of establishing a second foreign mission.'
. . { .
The 1974 convention is noteworihy for the reason that the first report of the
opening of a door in Higeria, Africa, was heard. As a result of contacts made by a

layman from San Francisco, Mr. Oscar Erpenstein, inguries came from individuals re-

garding the possibility of Migerian students being accepted at .L.C., our school for
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training in the ministry. These inquiries were turned over to the Mission Board with
the fimal result that two meh; Carl Thurow, Chairman of the Mission Board, and Norbert
Reim (who previously had served .as missionary in Nigeria) were sent to explore the
field in Africa which seemed to be opening up’ to us. The outcome of this visit was
the organization of the Migerian Ghurch of the Lutheran Confession (NCLC). The con-
vention adopted the following resolution:

We resolve to assist in the further development of an indigenous

church in Nigeria which is based upon sound Scriptural principles. Our.

status must remain primarily that of advisor. In the matter of financial:

assistance, our support will be Timited, in general, to the American

personnel and to a training program of local werkers.

(a) that we ratify the action of the Mission Board in-arranging. to

bring Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Udo to this country as students at ILC,

Mr. Udo to be trained to the preaching ministry, Mrs. Udo==if she be

so inclined-~to be trained for the teaching ministry.

(b) that tuition and other fees at ILC for M r. and Mrs. Udo be the
responsibility of the Board of Missions; '

(c) that the Mission Board's selection of Pastor N, Reim to assist
in Nigerian Mission Work be ratified;

(d) that the Mission Board be authorized to'call and to send a
resident spiritual advisor to Nigeria as soon as possibte;

(e) that this advisor be empowered to help establish a training
school in Nigeria for Nigerian church workers;

(f)  that Pastor Norbert Reim be sent to Nigeria for approximately
three months to help the advisor in setting:.up our mission program

there;

(g) that we recommend a budget of $22,GSQ for Nigerian Mission Work
in the fiscal year 1974-75. g

This then marks the beginning of the C.L.C. ministry in the Migerian field and from
this date forward much attention and much study have been given to this ""Macedonian
Call" to service.
Regarding the progress of the ministry in Japan the President of the C.L.C,
brought this report:
The Church of the Lutheran Confession in Japan has not only found it

possible to declare that it no longer needed subsidy from the C.L.C.
but has also decided to look toward the future and call a pastor viho
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will join Pastor Fred Tiefel in that field. This congregation has shown
remarkable maturity and a healthy desire to share the Word of Recon-
ciliation with the people in Japan. We would have reason to be dis=
appointed if we no longer had an opportunity to share as a church body
in bringing the Gospel of Peace to neople of another tand., But the
Lord has opened to us another door which will call for all of the
efforts that we can make in the future, 3

Regarding the missions in the United States the Misslion Board reported the
opening of two stations: Redeemer in Sister lLakes, Michigan, and Mount Zion of
Detigit . Work was also carried on in Rapid City, 5.D. Also as the result of
informational meetings held in Dawson, Minnesota, work was begun in Montevideo, Minn:

At the 1976 convention the Mission Board reported the establishing of mission
stations in Austin, Texas, and in Torrence County, Hew Mexico, A missionary was
called to serve the newly organized congregation, Grace of Torrence County, and to
conduct services in Estancia and in Carlshad. Besides this the missionary is to
explore other possible openings in this vast field., A new congregation was organized
in Neenah, Wisconsin, Bethlehem Lutheran. A seminary graduate was to serve as its

first resident pastor,

Much more could be reported to show how the Lord has blessed our work of missions
through these years; how souls have been addéd;'how mission stétions have become
self~supporting congregations; how churches and parsonages and school's have been built:
how some missions have been discontinued; how probiems have been encountered and in
some cases how growth has been impeded. But this would take a work of greater
proportion than this rehearsai of the Lord's work can provide.

Regarding the foreign missions Progrém of the C.L.C.;, we glean the following
from the C.L.C. President s report:

Our long and much c¢herished fellowship with the Japan Church of the
Lutheran Confession has been disturbed by certain differences of opinion
that have arisen between us in two areas. They concern the call ex~-
tended to Pastor Robert Wehrwein and terminated by the Japan Church of
the Lutheran Confession, and the controversy over the Third Use of the
Law. Ve look forward to an early and God-pleasing resolution of

these differences. The Floor Committee on Doctrine will have all the
pertinent correspondence involved in these matiers.

Nigeria: The Lord has so far held a restricting hand over our work
I'n Nigeria. He has allowed us only to bring the Patrick ldo family
to Eau Claire so that Mr. Udo may be prepared for the ministry in

the Nigerian Church of the Lutheran Confession, and his wife as a teacher:



Page*]Qf Pert;TWo,,k’ '

This exror" has been a pleasaht success, stnce the UdoJ haVC app |cd

L _ ]7tnemqelves well to their schooling here at ylmmanuei Luthcran College.

.. . ¢ Ve look forward 'to their future Serv'ce |n the ngellaﬂ Chulch of Lhe
' ' - f;Luthcran Conles ion. L ' , S o

o e L o , , ,
f'Thc Loxd has‘not opened the dOOl to. an xpaLriatc that {s to one of
‘f,out Amerlran pastors, to go to ngerla Lo dxrect the work that ,
f‘uarLlng thcrc Cons LanL contact with the Nigeri ian Church of Lhe Lutneran
. Confession is being malntalncd through correspondcnce wnth Lhelr lewders
,KThey continue to express hopcs that our work can begin in their mldst

_ soon. BUL~thL Lord!'s ways are not our ways, noy ale;H;s,thoughtsyqur ,
J houahto _He wilV use our e|Forts in !iqerxa :n,thehpanner;thgt5hestu”
,:Juits the buuldlnq of Hfs htnqdom ... .

.

'Jtth thc Lord' 'hlesssng rcsLing uponh3 h‘{greathwehkioF miss lons we hall go

u,

ffehfasidevdirectSjehd~nrovidehjthe means and the men We nrayfu;;’we 3;'[h;

. To proclaim Thy Lendnr merc ies, GracrouJ Lord Thy'heavenly peace.
,‘w,fl' Sound we forth the Gospel trdans To the earth's remotedr bound
,ThJL,the, sinner nas,beer DardOﬂeQ‘ And fonelvehess can be- Foumd
.- ' (Hymn bQu. vl )". '

lnownhg’Thce and Thy )alvaffon Gratefu} ove dare[heveh'eease°h

Gdeth‘in~the,Fie}e“bT_EcueatiOn(:‘w:} .

Lﬁie"ee{h;hAf 'Chfietian Day’SchOoié'ahdefhekhAgencfeelefiﬁhﬁfétien;EdUcatfehﬁ[h

The educatlon of a ch!ld beg:ns WItn its“bihth;e_ﬂiiie;theheiiéjhoythough

provudlng a formal educaLlon for childfen'ln WnFahcy,'neve»the egs one must rec!onfwith'

_..
et

the FacL hat eveh a chlld tn arms IS storxng ﬂway plCLUF“S Jnd imageg of thnng

‘sees and rs affected by Lhe aLmosphere and spfr t urth uhfch 1L IS 5u|rounded n'tho

home Parohts an@kJ:blxngf need to be awarc oF ths ahd be on Lhelr guaydylest'be—L

havtor Datterns be set beForo Lhe mxnd's eye of the ¢ hild whlci may not only bé,w“

l

hqndesirah}e'bUt'Sihful aS'wETl Uhen the tlme comos Lohbeaih,the fOrmalfeducafiohh3~

u.°of?the,ghi then parean arm confronted WlLﬂ Lhe rno;ce of a schoo] 'How;Fortehetelﬂe

o

“are”those'Fathefsgahd mqthers,who'then eanjtufnito the ChFISLIdn congregatson and

;ChriStiaHiDay ScthTTFbr'assistanee:in caﬁkyfhg,out*this,pargntal resaons;blllty

(For?lt fsfstilf their responSIbllILy ndunoéenehelse'S)f_

The C L C ,Sinceiits bea g’wnlng demonstratcd xts concern for Lne cstab]xshrng ano,e

marnLalnlng o: Chr ’tan Day Schools ln ltJ mldst The;founding,of~{;L.C. standJ as‘"h

‘h,a TiVing p%doF,Of'this'concerng, FOr 1( thnre are to be scnoois;'theremeStfbe
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‘o teachers L and IF Lhc schoo 'arejfofbe‘staffedﬁby\teechersthofére treinedfto‘carry;wwyfv*”

J?,out tho Chr Llan purpose,'providing*thefreijgiodskbackground and apIF;L of every

1SUbject Tn'thefcur‘icuidm' then sUch'téSChersfmUsL be picparcd lor Lnf lmPOrtanthork,”
V'kTh;s dare not become a haphazard‘and“a”seConderate'form:ofdedUCatlon,,but]it'must;be}w

fi%)

;and shou%d be aL the top of'the scafe;f'

Uh! le thele has nOL been a Dhenom@na 'ncrease in the number of ChrlsL;an Day

H?fiSchoo]s maintaxned by our C 1. C rongregjt:ons there‘hasfneVertheJeSSvpeen3a;steady7

'wfgrowth The last statretlcal report showgfthe flgUle oF T such ochools'~ahdrsince

,f,“th rcport was, made GL ?east two addlclonal school 4navc been estab 1shedf71t shou]d

":jbe safe'to say Lhat cvery congregatlo ss Iooklng forward to Lhe foundsng on such a

5school-rn‘rts mydst Mutual encouragcmenL; on{Lhe part of C L C ;dseembixesfand Boerdeg

‘:dws¥} use every stratagem lﬂ hxs bag of trlcks to'olace load blocks into thekway:of

f;the maintaln[ng‘of such hOOIs Parents need to be encouraged to male Lhe fullest use

’¢;dof the Chrrstran Jchools at Lhex;fdrsoosal and Lhe toacher; need to be encouraged,dnd

‘7eiexhorted]tohkeei theiraworkfat~the hxgheSt evel wof;achJevemehtkaS they_Séek'to;fm

~gp|ove LhemselveJ and make dlllgent use oF every opportunfty For advancement

iTo t‘xC end the C L C has through 1he years Drov;ded the onportunlty For’

TEacwexs‘ Conferen es on tHP Synodlca"ﬂlevelj"AreaiconferenCes have/a]so~been'arrahded

- fsto Lhat teachers may assemb]e cn sma] 1er groups For mutua] odlflcatron and For Lhe' .

o : i o : ok

, }exchahge orfideas and va]uable lnformatlon gathered in the workshop or exoerlence

'i'The moro hard work and dx!lqﬂnt preparatron is put rnLo these meet!ngs the morejfr

valuabre theyrbecome; Teachers too berome dtscouraged n Lhetr work and'evenvbecome

d‘d‘tempted‘fd'seek,otherfOutlets,For their%taleht;, We do well?to>address ourSe]ves,WhOJeé_ig
' hewrtcdly to ltft up the hands of the Weary and to Jtrcngthen LhC knees that have ﬁr,ﬁf"f’~

{become weak undei lhe burden ~ To thlS end Teacher ' Heetlngs and ConFerenceo al'o f

'”jJetve ag we move our meetlngs around from placo to p]ace From~Wyomxngi Sootw DakoLa

’Mjnhesota3kWLsconsrn, F]orrda, and now South aro];na
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:Not Loube'Oveflooked in

‘,,s;hools,»vacafioh be]e'ScthIs,:Sethans; YOULh Camps ;ete;,njheeefal yhavefseryedf .

’7‘ajsaiutory;nurpOSe:fn“ourfmidsty}anduasiSurelyfas,they servejtheycauseﬁdf spreadingnf

g

‘theTWord‘OfkTruthand'aeeneni

:fgplaces in Lhe nrogram oF provtd;ng snl.ltual nour:%hment and the means for the growthgf

1;;th%‘?rea lyzcouhts,fe Z .

.
.

~3T61PFOVEde aﬂhistery**f

Lf!jto the presenL day wouid requ;re more tlme and researcn than xs poss;bie for rh

"ﬂffjnuefgnhﬁhps ageuWhen

'Ljseyefe%etbnmeE‘Stress;~ !n spnte or 1t a]l . L C has contlnued LO grow as peop%eam

"V‘ﬂgrcaL dlstances and at great

'fyear by year growih |n enro l

"”h;ﬁnevertheYess be noLed that{es'

t he follow;ng Flgures quh

dh»7by>the Faculty was lncreased

. for the Lransfer oF credtts to make !t pCsSibleefdr teaehers tongQ,Qn”to>galnfyf"
'fayrerflflcatfon author}zatxonvwasagrven,to;initialefméaSUnéeffo%_the,attainment:ofuf*yf.

3{ aecreditatjonifor dur»JUn?ekaolTege'yearefWith Nof%h‘central Ageneyi'f_‘

- éwhenfft'became necessary
5fopenedythekway se‘thathproper

 Wisconsin. The,IngnamesfaLo

the fie

- B Institutions of Secondary, College, and. s*em'm"a"ry,; Education.

‘“essay whrch s +o Span the work 'F;the C L C' Inf
fln place for*us to set down the bieSSIPgs whych the Lord oF
many pllvate schooia have been d!

'jjhaveffaﬁlled to fta support and have sent the;r‘youth to our school many comxngﬂ

cxpense To provrde a sLat;SLxca] tab e showrng Lhe

: y”

Sc1001 Q Colleg 'HQVuSemjnary il As the years ro Ted

llcarriageehOUSe;aLeow 5barn, and custodlan s house was. offered to the C L C fqr;the~ ’

educat;on are Lhe Sunday Schoo

’7 -

ng‘the kaniedge/oFfSCripture they occupy xmportanc .

Jhmanuel Lutheran Co]lege from the day oF rts found}ng;

itS:broad rgoutllnes;_jHowever?

| he ch’u;ré,h ?h”a - s'hiowe'f;ed

:ContinUed because ofithef

menL f;gures eou‘d bc a bor;ng exercx But xL shou}d :

of Lhe schoo} year*1976 77 LhC cnroTlment has grow

to TJ Fu] tyme]prqfeesersq yln order to pave the way ;f,;

to expand Lhe Phystcal Fatilities df*bur'l;L the Lord
ty and but]dsngs cou}d be purchased at Cau C]alr”'k

oF 75 acres w;th a Iargo manqlon anncx 1arg4§tab
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~ff:ﬁ]g;fﬁaston;sh|ng]y smal} amount of $85 OOO OO Atia Specialgoonventson in January 1903

f“.‘lL was 'eso vod to purcnase Lhe E tate and to move Lhe lnst;tutlon Lo :au Clalrf.'Thei"h'

"fgmembers of Lhe C L C ‘1qredktoithefCausefandfcame’OUL ln fonce to remodeI the stab] .

lnto c]assrooms and Boys Dormltory and to change over Lhe cow barn lnto Lhe Semlnaeye,

a,douse. Somc chango werc made in lngram House so Lnat the exxstrng kltchon and dlnxng r}f

*f;room were .eadled for dlnxng purposes For tnc sLudent body. flt%was a[marVeLous f;r

“srexperlence of cooperatlon 1nd good wul} under Lhe b ess:ngs of God 'Whatheemed?gf,;,ﬂff

1fgtmpossnb1e became a xeallty And the summer < woxk madc rt POS:ib]e to open the .

:;iSChOO] year 19634196h on Lhe new campus Over the Jpan oF 13 years two classroom

::[bu:]dlngs ten DroFessorages a er}dnouse and,a,women S dormxtoryghaye,beewebUgLt;

ﬂp]ans eﬂVl lOﬂ the addltxon of a llbrary,’dlnlng hall, énd%studeﬁthdmmghs

]_The’marvelous thxng about lt alf;ds thaL as *he needs arose the Lord provrded

But of greater lmoortance than the addttlon to the phys;cal Fac Ltles°are thef

fproducts of the school , Nineteen oF the teachers in our Chrlstran Day Schools 'ree”

7:hxgh school teacners; one co]lege and semlnary professor twentyafourkacthe@pastors

are. prodUCLs of !\L C besrdes many ay pcrsons 1n our congregationsg

Uhx]e LQL@C; is the only synodxcel]y supporfed fnstltutlon of hloher education_pxbdd

'fln the C L C thcre l: another schoo] erhrn our'church body, lmmanUe} Lutheran 1rghjyarj

"dijchoo] Thls schoolg:sf10cated in MankaLo Mlnnesota and IS sponsored and supportedd‘7ﬁf

"by,.mmanuel Luth ran Congregatnon of that cnty ThlS schoo} maintalns 'fulf

ltecurrxcu}um and is starfed to orovxdo a wel] baTanccd educatxon on the socondary‘}evelaiérﬂ

3

‘dlmmanuel Iutheran ngh Schoo has opened its doors to such young peoo}o of the C L C

'as wish%to.attend, meande] Lutheran Hth School~occuplos the quarters which foxmer}y'

}housed !mmanuel Lutheran College in Lhe yca.s of rts |nfancy Any school on Lhe area .
_ or synod:cal 1eve’ whlch makes it pOSSIb "lOF more young peop]c Lo recelve Lhe boner|b, ,
}of a Chr:stlan educatxon suroly operates wnth the Lord's b]essxng and :s Lo be enm ';;d'

. couraged..




' 'f;'r197ogconventronz23 6~subscryptr0ns were*
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o ﬁ/)za’l,.ens;
v '» ~Q{V,':Growth ln Lhe Fleld on«&dﬁea%?mﬁ.

From the t:me of xts snauguratxon du;lng the ycars of the !ntertm ConFerence unLnl

v

',the present day the Lutheran SDokesmdﬁ has been pub][shed requ ar]y and has served tnc h_

C. L C ,W|th 1L3 lecly cdltorlais {anth strengthenrng artlxles and lnformatIVL nowe

dhreportsiof actrvmtmes‘of edngregatLOns and miSsidn stations"synodica¥ andfdistrict h7

meetings as well as,anhouncemenfsfothonVehtEOns pastoral conrerences teachers‘;andrﬂ'

. “deieéafe Cohferehces board mcetlnos c T}equies changes oF address 'et63L'O rfehdrchf”m

;épaper has had a wrde dsstr:outton Lhrough lnd;vxdua] andrgrouPlsubscrieffthQ‘ At the

i

;norted Thc p]afe of pub]lfatron has becn

yhichanged through the years,and IS now 1oca ed rnuLake-Mhr]s lowa, wzth Graph:c '!k '

7'Pub]lshzng Co 'thenprsnter;~

The Journa of Theo}oqy wh;ch ori lnally appeared f)ve eres a year was changed

ﬁ@fto a. quarter¥y pub};cat:on main}y because of the rrse §; postal raLeS and thebf'i;

h'tn the prlce of przntlng and oaoer oroducts Whlte the Journa] has rhsef]y addressed,:

:tself to Lhe enrlchment of theo]oglcaI knqwledge*and=prefeSSionaI advancemeht,fit ha$-

e

“_'found accepLance also among tho }eydoeep]e DF %he”C'L»C.'rTheTméhég{ngfedjtorfreporréd'l

Jf“tp‘the ,976 Conventl n tnat 264 copres were scnt out at the Mar ch mafllngfff7i'

The C.L C Dtrectory ' pubilshed annua1ly u:th :Ls ]xscrng oF al} pas1015>f';‘

"professors nd tcachcrs WILh the locat»on of congregatlons and t;mc of ehurch serv1ces*

faS;WeTi;, Thefnamet'of offzcers the personnel"of' e varnous bﬂards 'informatiehﬂ

:;regardxng !hst!tutlons 3nd schoo]s IS aiso rnrluded

';Pamphfets’ dvarlabio for d;strnbution by o;der oF the C.L.C. a|c the Follow:ng

'h”00hcern|ng Chureh Fel]ewsth‘” ”Church end’Mrn;stry,” ”Statement ofFatth and Purpose

hﬁ“The C L C ConstlLuc:oh Bes;des these rhe Proceedqnqs of’eachkcdnrenLroh are,d?h

Dublxshed and dlsrrlbutcd to. al]’congregaLrone kkvh“ 'h'?f Edrff~ej, . ::"kh h:"':’
k ”Mnnlstry By Mall”’f%fa week]y pub :caL;on ofsermons Wlth’a w;de dystrabuLnen iﬁ

o gleaL . L » .
“this country and in Foreigh/]ands,T !L xnvolves n/doa Qf,work on thekpart;of thoSe who =

o are invol ved in thvc importaht,serVice;to,ihdividUals who are isolated and have no
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)

Amadefavallable on an 1ndzvr(uaT basrsvand 1ave

erved a good purnoseﬁi°3fd'

/'schoo}s;dand,Congkegétjons

1 W i”t :«;ou

the benedfctlon*

'o{of°5ho Lord

restlng upon us our’\orP would have comc to naughL and jny vrsrb]e

;5, o D

ngvancement would have been'externa? nlrzL

only and not oF tne

,‘.',

. We can do no

vf‘botter than to JOlﬂf

dwords of the IOBrd Psalm;’

B}ecs the Lord 0/ my soul and al lhaL 15 wnthrn me;, bless ﬂlS ho y;name
JB]ecs the . Lord, 0 my soul, and forqet not all hlS bcnentts ‘

_ YWho fonglveth a?l thine ,hqu[LIES who heal cnh all - thy drseases .

~Jho redeemeth Lhy xfevfrom deJLructlon who crowneth thee thhilov1ngklnde5°,

- c_wnd tender mercies;
so that thy youth s renoweo 1|Le'

L , . ,  the eag]e 5.0 ,
*:jBless the Lord ye hlS angel ”that excé] in strength 'that do his commandments

hearkonlng unto the voice of ‘his word.

‘gB]es ve the lord al] yo has hosts y¢ ministers ofihis, thaL do his p]easure
L 7"gBlcss fwe Lord al hlS works in a] places of his domlnlon bless the Lord '
o o o , 0 my soui (Verscs 1= 5~and 20:22)"'

. mffy'Who satlslxeih Lhy mouth wah qooo Lh;nqs

N




