


The doctrine of the Antichrist (or of the man of
lawlessness, as Paul calls him) i1z not one that will win
popularity contests. Lutherans from Martin Luther himself
de the line have identified the Antichrist with the Roman
papacs Some, however, who call themselves Luthevans, have

do deny this fact.
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First of all, it i good to give a
doctrine of the Antichrist. Paul speaks
in II Thessalonilansg 2:1~12:

Concerning the coming of our

being gathered to him, we ask vou,
become easily unsettled or alarmed
report or letter supposed to have
that the day of the Lord has a

anvone decelve vou in any way, for that day will not
come until the rebellion ocecurg and the man of
lawlesgness is LﬁveaJﬁ , the man doomed to destruction.
He will oppose and will exalt himself over evervthing

that isg maiimd God or is worshipped, so that he sets
himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be
God. Don't vou remembey that when I was with yvou I
used to tell you these things? And now vou know what
is ting him back, so that he may be 1z led at the
proper time For the secret power of sness 1s
already at work; but the one who now holds 1t back will
continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. And
then tk@ lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord
Jesus I overthrow with the breath of his mouth and
destroy by the splendor of hisz coming. The coming of
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the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of
Satan displayved in a2ll kindg of counterfelt miracles,
ﬂigﬂ* and wonders, and in every sort of evil that
deceives those who are perishing They perish because
they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For
this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that
they will believe the lie and so that all will be
condemned who have not believed the truth but have

delighted in wickedness.

Paul gives us various signsg to look for when identifving the
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Antichrist. 1) He opposes and exalts himself over God, 2) he

vl

sets himself up in God’s temple, 3) he had hig beginnings at

Looking at all these signs, who elze could the Antichrist,
he man of lawlessness, be but the Pope? He opposes and exaltg
by claiming he is infallible when he speaks ex
cathedra and he denies justification by grace alone. He 13 set
up in CGod’s temple (the Roman Catholic Church). The papacy began
not long after Paul's time. There arve many counterfeil miracles

(healings, etc.) associated with the Pope.
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therefore, the Lutheran Confessions declare

Pope to be the very Antichrist., Martin Luther writes in his

YThis teaching shows forcefully that the Pope

against Christ, becauge he will not permit

Christians ta be saved without his power, which, nevertheless, is

2

nothing, and is neither ordained nor commanded by God.,” (Trigl.,
475)  And again we rvead:

Pope has
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