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as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as iIn obeying the
voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey i1s better than sacrifice, and to
harken than the fat of rams., For rebellion is ag the sin of witch-
craft, and stubborness is as iniquity and l1dolatry. Because thou
hast rejected the Word of the Lord, He hath also rejected thee',
When Saul said:"I have sinned; for I have transgressed the command-
ment of the Lord, and thy words, because I feared the people and
obeyed thelr voice. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin and
turn again with me that I may worship the Lord", even then Samuel
was adamant and sald: "I will not return with thee; for thou hast
rejected thee®., And Ssmuel cams no more to see 3sul untll the day
of his death. 1. Sam. 15, 22-26. 235,

The prophets thundered against every form of syncretism. It
was God's intention that Israel should bs a separate people to save
them from the corrupting influence of the gentiles, and to preserve
the gospel promises in their truth and purity. Ye shall be holy unto
Me; for I the Lord am holy and have severed you from other people,
Lev. 20, 26,

In Babylon, the pious Jews maintained strict separation from
the ungodly Babylonians. And when they were permitted to return to
their own land they did not allow the Samaritans who claimed that
they serve the same God as the Jews to join them in building the
temple., They knew that to allow the Samaritans to join them would
corrupt both them and their children.

Let no one gay that in the 0ld Testament there was separation
only between Jews and gentiles, between the children of the Lord
and His outspoken enemies. The Lord was not interested in outward
separation between Jews and gentlles. He wanted His people separate
from those who corrupted the Truth. A disobedient Jew was worse than
a gentile and was to be shunned and re&jected no less. A Jew who
perverted God's Word was cursed. He who transgressed the sabbath
command was stoned. Think of what the Lord had to say about false
prophets among His own people. Jer. 13 & 1l & 23, God demanded
geparation from those who werverted the Truth as well as from those
who despised and rejected it, His purvosc always being to preserve
the pure volce of the gospel.

So much for the 01d Testament altho much more could be sald.
Yhat about the New Testament? Did the coming of the Savior bring a
change in, or the abolition of, the doctrine of separation? Doocs
the love of which Jesus and John and Paul speak so eloquently do-
mand a change of mind and attitude toward those who reject or per=-
vert the Word of God or rcefuse to obey any part of it? Does the
love of Christ transcend or put aside '"minor doctrinal diffsrences"?
Is it enough now to be agreed in the "essentiala®, the "fundamental
doctrines"?

The Savior taught nothing of the kind. He was a very divisive
person, So there was a division among the people bocause of Him,
John 7, L3, FHe caused division wherever He went., There was division
over Him when He was born. The shepherds aad the Wise Men worshiped
Him. Hered tried to kill Him., I need not tell you that there was
division over Him to the very eond.

John the Baptist separated himselfl from the religious leaders
of his day by preaching in the wilderness instead of in the temple
where he would have been identified the priests and scribes and
pharisees. When they came to him in the wilderness he refused to
have anything to do with them, called them vipers, saying: 0 gen-
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eration of vipers, who hath warne
come? Mt., 3, 7.

1 you to flee from the wrath to

3,08

Peter, in his ssrmon on the day of Penteccose, did not promote
unity in the established church of his day but disunity, division,
and separation.

Paul was a devout and confirmed separatist. He was ready to

withdraw even from Peter when Peter began to vacilate and compromise.,
Gal. 2, 11-1l.

To the Romans, he wrote:Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them
which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which
you have learned, and avold them; for they that are such serve not
our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 10, 17f,

To the Galatians, he salid: As we said before, so say we now
again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have
received, let him be accursed., Gal., 1, 9.

To the Thessalonians, he wrote: Now we command you, brethren,
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves
from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tra-
ditions which he received of us, If any man obey not our word by
this cpistle, note that man, and have no company with him that he
may be ashamed. 2. Thess. 3, 6 & 1l.

Titus, his own son after the common faith, he commanded: A man
that is an heretic, after the first and second admonition, reject,
knowing that he that is such is subverted and sinneth, being con-
demned of himself. Titus 3, 10f,

To the Corinthians, Paul wrote: Be ye not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers; for fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? and
what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath that be-
lieveth with an infidel? and what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God, as God hath
said: I will dwell in them and walk in them, and I will be their
God, and they shall be My people. Whersefore, come out from among
them and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will
receive you and will be a Father unto you, and ve shall be My sons
and daughters. 2. Cor. 6, 1L-18. Here Paul is not setting up rules
of casuistry but laying down a principle: There must be separation
between those who believe and uphold the Truth and those whodeny 1%,
between those who obey the Word of God and those who disobey 1t.

Even John, the apostle of love, demands separation in no uncer-
tain terms. He says to the faithful: If there come any unto you
who bring not this doctrine receive him not into your house ncither
tid him God speed; for he that biddeth him God speed 1s partaker of
his evil deeds. 2. John 9f.

The “ord of God speaks clearly. It demands separation, not only
from the ungodly but also from all who reject or pervert of disobeay
any part of it. To ignore God's Word and to practice fellowship
where God clearly forbids it, is willful disobedicnce. To pervert
it, to give it a different meaning than God intended, is to deal
deceitfully with it. To all such the Lord says: Woe unto them that
call evil good, and good evil; thab put darkness for light, and light
for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and swesbt for blitter; woe
unto them that are wise in their own eyes and prudent in their own
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sight. Isaiah 5, 20f.

S50 then, a separatist jsg a person who scparates himself from
others when the YWord of God demands s8¢ paPatJon let men say what they
will, let the consequencos be what Lumy may.

I hope to bg a scparatist all my life and pray that the same
may be truec of every one of vyou.

The torm separatist is, however, used also to designate a per-
son wno separates himsclf{ from Ouh@f“ without a clear Vord of God
for deoing so, or contrary to God's Word,

His reason for separating may be a misguidcd conscience, a
better-than-thou attitude on his p.ft, or a lack of love for an crr-
ing brother.

God's Word commands us not to reject a brother who has been
overtaken in a fault bubt to restore such an ons im a spirit of meek-
ness, Gal, 6, 1. Dependinz on the nature of his error, we may have
to withdraw from him to a degroe while admonlsnLng him. as a brother,
2. Thess. 3, 14f., It is contrary to love and therefore contrary to
the will of God to withdraw completely from an crring brother until
cyery offort has been made to restore him, i.e. until it has hecome
clear that further admonition would be futile.
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God does not want us to gpl
and preferences He does not wa
Apollos, I am of Cephas. 1. Cor.
Cod wants us to be of one heart and soul like the early Christ-
ians in Jerusalem, Acts Iy, 32, soperfectly joined together in the
game mind and the same judzment that we all speak the samo thing.
L. Cor. 1, 11.

o o

God wants us to be one body cven as we are all called in one
hope of our calling, Iph. b 5.

Il A

However, every Scripture passage that can be marshalled against
ginful separatism is, at the same ulmg, a mighty argument in favor
of the separatism snjolned in God's Word; for since God wants us to
be of one heart and one soul, so nerfectly joined togother in the
gsame mind and the same Judgment that we all spouak the same thing,
one body cven as we are called in one hope of our calling, it follows
that He wants us to geparatc ourselves from all those who are not
of one heart and one soul with us, who are not so perfcctly jolned
together with us in the same mind and the same judgment that we all
speak the same thing. God doss not want us to give in a little here
and compromise a little there for the sake of union. He does not
want union without unity. FHe wants perfecct agrecment in the Truth.
He wants us to endeavor to kesp the unity of the Spirit. Esh. L, 3.

They also are separatists who are not “Pﬂﬂj always to glve an
m swer to every man that askebth them a weason of the honc that is in
them with meeckness and fear. 1. Peter 3, 13,. wc must bo ready at
all times to confess our faith and to gilve the scriptural baslis for
our doctrine and practice, exercising extreme coution to dﬁ it in a
manner and under conditicns approved by God., Who can say how many
sins are committed in the nams of bearing witness and of preaching
the zosvel,
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There always is danger of falling inbo the sin of separatism.
But the greater denger today is on the othor side, Unionism, the
fear of M‘VLHJ to stand WLUDL, the uncontrollable desirce to be in on
everything, the craving to helonz to a large and influential bvody,
these arc the things b

1wt ave throatening to corrunt us todayw.

Let us investigate carefully in evory caso before we call a man
a separatlst, with the MDLJbﬂblvﬂ that he 1s golng beyond, or con-
trary, o uGTlthPO in the lwmportant matter of sesrarotion., If we
are carcful, we will hardly find much leg

<

itimato wse for tho borm.
God grant us grace end courage to como out from among all
those in any way preach or practice contrary to God's holy Word,
and tn ba separate.  Then God will dwell in us and walk in us and
will be our God, and we shall be His people.
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(WHEN'IS A PERSON A 5 PARATIST?)

-~ P.G, Albrecht



