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WALEKING WISCONSIK WOODS WITH EMINENT PIONEERS
With Special Reference to the Manitowoc Conference

"The Present is the Past rolled up for action--and
the Past is the Present unrolled for understanding"
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WALKING WISCONSIN WOODS WITH EMINENT PIONEERS
With Special Reference to the Manitowoec Conference

"The Present is the Past rolled up for action--and
the Past is the Present unrolled for understanding"
Time was when one could not see the trees for the woods. Now one can-

not see the woods for the trees! Let's see what has happensed.

During the 1840s snd beginnings of the 1850s the stream of German
immigration flowed preferably into the besutiful land between Lake Michigan
and the Misgissippi, which now constitutes the state of Wisconsin. The sett-
lers were mostly North-Germans, that felt drawn esvecially by the wooded,
well-watered and healthy region. There-by was & large misgsion field given

for the Lutheran Church in America.

The first to enter the work for founding congregations in the new
territory were pastors from the eastern synods. However, since the controvers;
between them and the pastors of early Missouri soon broke out, the last of
them followed shortly after. The differences of doectrine concerning church
end government ("Kirche u. Amt") raged violently in the new territory. Since
the pastors of the two factions could not take care of the enormous mission
work, other preachers soon came along - missionariss, who were not in

communiication with either side.

One of the most prominent among them was Pastor Johannes Muehlhaeser of
Rochester, New York. These independent pastors felt the pressing needs for
synodical participation in the field. And soon four of these men with
Muehlhaeuser came together on December 8,189 in Milwaukee, for founding

the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.



This synodical body, under God, has grown to ;13,000 baptized members
in 50 stabtes and three Canadian provinces. The Synod is dolng Kingdom work
and now reaching-out to the fartherest oubposts with almost 1200 preachers
and more than 1500 teachers at work in the field.

T. Walking Into Wigconsin History

Carl-Frederick Goldammer, a pioneer pastor arrived in-Milwabkses in 1850
to join the founding fathers of the new Wisconsin Lutheran Synod. He was
licensed to preach and ssnt to Wewbonburg, Manitowoc Eounty, to serve. At
the 1851 gynod he was ordained.and admitted into mewbership. He served as
secretary of the synod snd was extending his efforts to Town Liberty and
Manitowoc., A letter written from Milwaukee explaing how the Lord led him
to Manitowoc County and used his hekp for founding the conference.

", o » Mtil now I have traveled about the country, preached here

and there and could not decide in a hurry what I should choose.

Experisenced much which was dishearting, was forced to leave large

fiel ds where elther shoemakers or sectarians are galning entrance,

Oh, it is a pity that no one cares about our German people. Last

Monday I accepted a call to Manitowoec, Thev have organized a Luthe-

ran congregation becsuse of me. Because I couldn't-reach a decisgion,

T sent two letters, one of acceptance, the other refusing. Thev,

however, didn't want to take the chance, but sent me another letter,

in which they begged me more fervently than before to come to them,

In the name of God I have decided to accent, . ."

A Port of Entry

Twelve miles to the north at a port of entrv, immigrants found their

[62]

way along the harbor of Manitowoc and into the Wisconsin woods., German
Lutherans came into the area back in 1817. Their obiective was to settle in

that part of Wigconsin which now centers around Newbonburg. They were

seeking a better 1life for themselves and their children. Thelr God and
church which thevy left in Germany, had not in his grace forgobten them

in the Wisconslin woods and wilderness.



When Goldammer began walking "Wisconsin woods he came into contact with
various German settlers who pleaded for his services, establish a congrega-
tion among them and be their pastor. Some twenty families promised him wages
of a dollar and a helf per family and to shere with him the necessities of
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they had them. Thus St.John BEvangelical Lutheran Church of Newtonbuz

=4

came into being under his lesdership in 1851.

The Town of Newton was settled by Germans of various persuasions. Among
them were Roman Catholics, R formed and Lutherans from different sections
of Germany. At this time the virgin forest still brought its hindrances to
settlers. And the enemles that did much to hinder a congregation from

cetting established had to be concuered. Mony 2 1ost sheep straved into the

e

cr

cunninely laid nets of the Methodists, and coundn't find his wev out. Even sc
Lutheranism wes beginning to flourish under the steadfast r~uldance of

~ "the father of home missions™ 'for the Wisconsin Svnod.

e expanded his mission field westward into the Town of Likerty and
e

founded Trinity Lutheran Church in 1B53.The members spoke & wvarity of German
Jizlects - but their faith was firm and strong. Their devotion to God's Word
was renuline, Thelr services were begun in a blockhouse, that stood a mile
north of the present church site., Walking Wisconsin woods was not easv.

The virgin forest was thick, the paths rough, and poverty great.

The two congrepations - .y ~ shared the servicesz of

the same pastor. Goldammer drafted a Qonstitution based on the Word of God
and the confessional writings of the Lutheran Church., which was accented

in 185L. A throng of faithful members erected the necessar— buildinps for
worship. A parsonage was buillt at Wewtonburg with foresight prevaration for
a church. A house of worship was erected on the wresent site. For this

nurpose eight acres of land was donated by the John Roepke family with the

hope that @ school allso be erscted here in the future.

3



"The Rooster Churcheg!
Near-by, another congregation was orpganized south of Newbon on highwary

first a socalled "free' church organized by German
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1. While ii
settlers 1t was for a time served by Pastor Goldammer who had offered hig
services to them, The first church building was erected of wooden blocks.

Later the Reformed people of Newton affiliated with Centerville.,. In 185,

for convenience gake, the Lipper settlement built its own log church on
donated land. Both Ebenezer churches had identical constitutions., Later
the two congregations separated. Newbton became Peace or Salem-Ebenezer and

Centerville became St.John=Ebenezer. Both bullt a2 new brick church - Salem

in 1876, and St.John in 1877. Both churches placed the traditional metal
roogter on top of thelr church spires and they were consequently called
"the Rooster Churches.'" The:roospér 1&g a symbol of watchfulness and Peter's

denial in Matthew 6:3l.

When Kasper Pluess ~ one of Wigconsin Synod's early candidates sent to

2

the Sheboygan area,was put in charge of a sizeable congregation in the city
proper - he defected to the Reformed Lipp colony near-by. Pastor Goldammer

found 1t necessary to go to Sheboygan

to take charge of the orphamed flock.

A Century-01ld Vacuum filled in Sheboygan
On December 13, 1959, the Lord led a small group of Wisconsin Synod
Lutherans in Shebovean to formally organize ag a congregation, adopt the
name Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church, and welcome their first resident
and full-time pastor, Jerald J. Plitzuwelt, Preliminary work had been done
in Sheboygan for more than a vear smong the people contemplating the found-

ing of a congregation.

Lt was through the migsion-minded pastor near-bvy at Cleveland - Tlden TH.
Bode at the time, that Wisconsin Synod members in Shebovgan were gathered Forp

services long overdue in the city of Shebovgan for worship,



Eﬁ&% provided services for Calvarv'is first members for about a vear
before he was called to North Saint Paul, Minnesota. Preaching was continued
by Bastor Kugler from Town Liberty, who took charge of this mission congrega-
tion. It was in the Fireside Room of the ¥YMCA, 812 Broughton Drive, that the
Calvary mission held services untilthe members received their own full-time

pastor. During his four years in Sheboygan, Calvary built its first-chubch.

A century-old vacuum concerning Wisconsin Synod activity which was non-
existent from Candidaste Pluess until Candidate Plitzuwelt was now remidied.
Kasper Pluess was present at the founding of the Wiseconsin Synod and was
credited with kerving four congregations in the Sheboygan area. He came from
BEurope to the synod withoGi any papers of ldentifications. He recelived his
license to preach and was sent to the vicinity of Sheboygan where he served
but thelre wes a distourscing report éonwerning him from his congregstion in
the city itself. His avarice ways caused~6ffense. At the 1852 Synod his name
was stricken from the record since he refused to defend himself against the
charges ageinst him and had applied for membership with the Reformed grouno

in New York. "You have been weighed...and found lacking." Daniel 5:27.
Msribel Served as an "Affiliste" from Milwaukse

Maribel is locsted in the northwest part of Manitowoc County. It is

made up of old Cooperstown village and Rosencrans settlers. St.John's Ev.
Lutheran congregetion was founded here by the Buffalo Synod, formed with
scattered German immigrants in the area since 185, The roots of these sett-
lers were anchored in Germany. So-called "Old-CGermans" would not bow to

the union of the Reformed and the Lutheran confescsions as commanded by the
king of Prussia. They gathered around men like Pastor J.A.A.%rabau and
Captain von Rohr and left their fatherland. Among them were the founding

fathers of St.John's Church.



Pastor Carl Kushyp.from St.Paults Church in Milwaukee came to Manitowoc

gounty to pather these Lutherans into a congregation and affiliate them with
Milwaukee as one parish. BEvery four to six weeks a pastor came to preach
and attend to other spiritual needs of the congregation. A report by Pastor
Kuehn mpeads in part as follows:
"August 15,1855, My wav from Manitowoc, a shall city north of Milwaukee
led throush dense forests on unbeaton paths, first on foot with my
traveling bag on my back, then later by a lumbering oxcart. In that
way 1 finally arrived at the settlement and, to my surprise and delight
saw the blessing the Lord had begun to shower down in the midst of the
virgin forests. . ."
Whereas this congregation generously supported the synod!s missions
that supplied it with preachers for many vears, i1t took some 3|} vears %o
get this former Buffslo group to join the Wisconsin Synod. St. John's
congregation was officially accerted into membership in 1953.
Manitowoc zets its First Resident Pastor

The name "Manitowoe" resulted from & tradition among the Indians that
e nondescript being was at various times seen at the mouth of the river.
In a manner of spesking, Pastor Goldammer, too, et v=rious times was seen
et the mouth of the river. In his gzeal for Kingdom work he was seen walk-
ing the distance of five miles to Manitowoc where a villase charter was
granted in 1852. At the request of a small group of settlers the missionary
established the first German preaching.base. Services were beld on alternate
Tuesday evenings on the corner of WaShington and 7th Streets. These services
were also attended by a number of strictly Reformed families, loosely
affiliated with some congregations along the Green Bay road toward Sheboygan.
After a year of walking Wisconsin woods the Missionary was able to purchase
a horse and could now conduct services in Manltowoc every Sunday evehing.
After a year Pastor Goldammer was relieved from serving two of his country
charges and could now devote more time to Kis fleld in the village. In 1855
he began to serve Manitowoc as its first resident pastor. Scarcely one yemr-
old by the grace of God the congregation was blessed with a resident pastor,

had services every Sunday and a school, conducted in space limited

to the front hall of the church, taught by the pastor.
)



A few months prior to Goldammer's coming to the village the group in
Manitowoe had adopted a church constitution and organiged as the "Ev.Luth.
Trinlty congregation of Manitowoc, Wis." The constitution was adopted Feb.2,
1855 - sipned by 71 family fathers. It acknowledged the Augsburg Confession
and Luther's Small Catechism. However, when the congregation was incorporatec
on April 9th., the name was changed to the "German Ev. Lutheran Church,™
The same year produced the resolution to build a church., Buillding operations
were completed in the spring of 1856, It is obvious that’ this must have been
a pretentious building for a firsf church., Pioneer residents claim it is stil
serving as a residence*on“Sonth“?lSt;*Streetﬁ First German congregation later
became the stepping stone for three moré sister churchés founded in Manitowoe

Immanuel in 1927, Grace in 1940, and Bethanv in 1sehl.

Henrysville Served as an "Affiliecte" from Resdsville
It is interesting to note that a company of 500 Germans, coming - a
portion of them - from Germanys the remainder from Pennsylvania, purchased

lend in the town of E&ton at Henrysville in 185, and all vere practical

Termers. This area was served as an "affiliate" charge for over 30 yvears from

Reedsville; later linked with Fontenow and develoved with De

Extending the Scope of His Work Northward
From Manitowoc GOldammer was extending the scope of his work six miles

northwarc to Shoto which is the Indian neme for Two Rivers. He conducted

Lutteran services here gs early as 1855. The locality being sparcely settled,
his services were held in widely scattered homes. At a site up the East ﬁivar
a tannery flourished and a village grew up around it. The village of Two Rﬁva
was crested in 1858, That same vear Paestor Philip Koehler ceme to Manitowoc
and also continued to serve the Two Rivers people, Hére services were con-
ducted in a school house until Emmanuel congregation was orgenized, Sept.9,
1860. Lutherans came by boat up the river or on foot walking through dense

woods to worship at the Tannery.



Efter 3l persons signed up for this newly formed parish in the hopes
of a permanent church at this site, land wss purchased and part of it was
plotted for a cemetery. Later the Emmanuel congregation at the Tannery

disbanded and its members affiliated with St.John's Church in Two Rivers,

Neither the Tannery nor the village are any longer in existence, only the

cemetery still functions as a private burial ground. Li¥er Philip Koehler

began preaching in the village of Two Rivers because the German Lutherans

here wanted a pastor and a church of their own. Through his efforts St.John!
church was organized on February 1,1863. After the first pastor of 3t.John':
Church of Two Rivers and vicinity wes ltstelled; Uninterrupted: services were

begun, which by God's Grace have continued to the présent time.

Kazsson Served as an "Affiliate" from Reedsville
- Christ Horn, one of four brothers acquired a large tract of land from
the government gt what is now %&i§83- Thev cleared the land, erected and put
irto operation a general store and then & cheese fasctory -~ creating the
community. Operational checks against existing historv of the plant show thic
factory in continuous operation, ranking it among the oldest of its type in

the state.

St. Bartholomew's of Kasson was a rural congregation with its church
four miles north of Brilliog., 1In 1858 four families, led by Fred Maertz,
dedicsted thelr homes as places of worship. It was not long before the

congrecation at Reedsville called a new shepherd. Carl Gausewitz., Sr., was
- T anETa—— T

ordained at Manitowoc and soon thereafter installed at Reedsville. He also
took charge of the Lutherans in Town Brillion and Town Maple Grove. He came
to Kasson %o preach regularly every four weeks. He served here some four to
five years inspite of difficult marches through the woods - often meking the
nine miles on foot., On the Sundays vhen he could not come, Fred Maertz held
reading services as before. Hventually this congregation shared the same

pastor with Trinlty out of Brillion.
8‘



In 1866 a log church was erected at Kegson. Though small and unpreten-

tious 1t served the steadlly increasing congregation until the fall of 1900,

when an imposing and ebttrective brick church was erected. Pastor Mertin Sauer

beceme St. Bartholomew's shepherd a few months prior to the dedication of the
new church ediface on November 11, 1900. He was agsin in the pulpit for the

LOth anniversary of dedication, on November 10, 1940,

Brillion was Founded from Reedsville
The first Luthersn worship service in Brillion was held on April 16,

1882, with Pastor Adolph Toepel from Reedsville in charge. They met in the

2.

On May 7 of that year, sixteen men from

home of & man by the name of Larzl

Brillion and the immediate vicinlty gathered in the Larzig home to organize

v, Luitheran.
Met in Home of Ernest Leau

Since they had no place of worship orde of the sixzxteen men, Ernest Lau,

offered them a room in his home where services were held until the first
church was built. Before the end of 1883 their own house of worship was
completed and the congregation became a member of the Wisconsin Synod.
Meenwhile, durine the buildine perliod eight families frowm aszon were re-
celved into menmbership by right of transfer because it was nesrer to church
for them. In 1887 the members of Trinity decided to call their own pastor

and to build a varsonage. Pastor Gustav Dennincer of Neenah was cglled, who

served until 1893,
Build a New Church & .Open a School

When it was apparend that the. Brillion church was to small, a hew buildi

SDJ

was erected and dedicated in 1902

Two years later a Christian Day gehool
was opened in the remodeled old church building which then stood on the
southeast corner of the church property. In 1953, after 50 years of service,

the church was renovabed and enlarged for proper use as it stands today.

Martin Sefer served the two churches as one parish from 1900 until his re~

9 ~

tirement in 1942,



St.John & St,James Congregations Merped ~ Reedsville
Goldammer's mission journeys let him westward of Two Rivers to Reedsvil:
Nine heads of families gathered in the home of Martin Brasts for the first
public church service, December 8, 1857. A small house of worship was soon
erected on land given by Jacob Grimm, When the pastor could not appear a
reading service was conducted. Missionary Goldammer served this small group
faithfully from Manitowoe during the year 1857-1858. He earned the distinc-
tion of being the pioneer Lutherah preacher of Manitowoc €ounty. He remains

a landmarlk of Synod, as do all the pioheers after him.

It wss difficult for this preacher to travel with his little Indian pony
and bugry through the woods. It took hours to cover the distance, since
the road from Menitowoec wes nothing more than a wideéned Indian trail. For
two vears the members worshipped in the parlors of oprivate homes, where
boards served as benches. In 1859 the small group erscted a church build-
ing on the present proverty and called their place of worship the St. James

Evangelical Lutheran Church.

In 1860-1861 the"0ld Lutherans" of St,John on the west side of Reeds-

f)

ville, decided to dissolve. The mdjority members joined S8t.Jzmes congregation

h

On October 7, 1861, it was decided to incorporate under the name St.J &

St, James Evangelical Luttheran congrepgation.

Pestor Philip Koehler from First German (1858-1867) Manitowoc.continued

to serve here where Goldammer left off. He also used a horse to get around,
One time the pastor stopped in at a member to havé his horse cared for. The
animal was to be fed, but would not eat. So this man wondered if the horse

was sick. "No," sald Koehler, "he is old and needg ground feed - he has no

teeth.” The man retorted, "he 45 = shaky old thing at best!"

19



Since these people were served from Manitowoc, the distance couls
hardly be covered in.less:than three to four hours - even with the aid of
a better horse, the people at Reedsville were finally able to have their own

pastor,. In 1859 Carl Gausewitz, Sr., who had just arrived from Germeny was

called. During the first months he and bis nevw bride lived with members,
mainly with Uacob Grimm., Ip 16860 a block-house was built for & parsonage.
Gausewitz remained in Reedsville for five vears until he moved to Town of

Morrison, (1859-186L).

Cgndidate Heinrich Jox sent to serve in Maple Valley
From their base in Sheboygan gounty the work of the Migsouri Synod
spread towards Manitowoe. As sarly as 1855, a young candidéte of theology,
Heinrich Jox, was sent to St.John's church to serve at Maple Grove. Jox was

ordained May 2L and developed work in Manitowoc and in Town Morrisgon, In 1857

Jox founded St.Peter's congregation in T.Rockland at s. But he could

not hang on for long. Soon his health began to break under the trving labors
g g : g

T,

and the opposition he met in his field, and added competition from Wisconsin
Synod men - forced him to resign in a few vears, A pastor from Town Herman
in Sheboygan gounty, then took over what-wes left of Jox's work, eand most of

this was lost to the Wisconsin Synod.

11



From Haven to Hika, Centerville, Cleveland
The founding of preaching stations and early congregations proceeded

along Lake Michigan shoreline and inland westward. The name Centerville may

no longer mean much to present day churchgoers of Cleveland, but the name
gigg wlll be remembered as the village post office., Centerville is located
halfway between Manitowoc and Sheboygan, from whence 1t derived 1ts name.
This point served as a link and landmark for early settlers coming into this
area. The remains of the pler may still be visible along the lapping waves
of the lakeshore-indicating the site where Saxon CGerman settlers moved inland
seeking the good land so richly covered with glant virgin tress to provide
lumber for housing and to clear the land for farming., Here maple trees are

still tapped, where a "Drop of sap is start of sirup.”

In 1860 Pastor Philip Koshler came from Manitowoec and gathered fellow
Christians into a Lutheran congregation from the lakeshore area. There was
only a small group of new German immigrants served here and there in area
schoolhouses, St.Johnls group was founded in 1860 at Centerville - a village
called Hika that being the name of the local post office. St.Peter's congre-
gation was located two miles west and one fourth mile north from Hika, also
served for‘a number of years by the same pastor. The earliest settlers
gained enough courage in their circumstances after the first year to build
a nice log church, This made an awesome impresgsion - especially from within,

Their little tower was a constant witness of the unchanging mercy and

feithfulness of God to the travelwrs.going by on the boats of Lake Michigan,

e aeLe]:

SuT, pastor, why should we hulld a

tower on our church when it is so costly?™ & recelved the prompt reply:
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With its mighty finger 1 show you the way you should go -~ the goal
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toward which vou should hurry,"
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For s few vears St.Johnts congregation was served, but rather ilrregular]
fFreg £

Tn 1862 Centerville received an sble shepherd in Pastor I, Quehl, who found

b0 members to serve here. That year the congregation bullt a well arranged
schoolhouse and in 1865 a parsonage was added for their first resicdent pastor
who lived in Eikﬁ' When the people in the area were visited in thelr homes
concerning the plan for founding our first college et Watertown, they were
made willing beyond all expectation to support this program with a $4,095
collection. For a time the congregation also supported a Christian Day Schoc

for training their children.

After several vacancles s candidate was called to servée this perish in

the person of Francis Pieper (1875-1876). St.John's congregation of

(1

Centerville, Post Office Hika, issued & call with a salary of 5L07 and

g

o

esidence and fuel. St.Peter's congregation, Town Centerville, pledged

frd

f to pavy 4100, However, barely a year and fourteen months later, in

ko
ot
t

e
September 1876 Pastor Pileper was called to fill the vacency gt First German
congregation, Manitowoc. His successor served here for about five years
(1877-R2), when he accepted a call to Racine. Thus this parish experienced
asix vacancies within twenty-seven years (1760-1887), which made Centerville
tte proving grounds in this early period of the Wisconsin Synod for finding

men of exverience to send out into strategic areas for preaching the Gospel.

3



After Pastor E”?ip Sprengliq&, Jr., was called to serve this sreas he

feithfully performed his duties for the next fortyv-five years, 1888-1933,
until old age compelled him to lay down his staff in retirement., Incidentall
this Philipe-gon of J.Ph,Sprengling who served two St.Peter congregations one
at Mosel and Haven respectively-- :was from the Burr Oak Ev.Luth.Church,
Mindoro, Wisconsin. He arrived immediastely upon his gradustion from the
Synod's Theological Seminary in Milwavkee and was installed May 15,1882,
He was therefore a young man and the first American-trained pastor of “his 1l
congregation,

When the time ¢dme! for two historic congregations #n Cleveland area to
build another church, they united to build jointly for a new church ih

Cleveland and called it St.John--St,Peter congregation. The merger occurred

in 1920.
St.Paul's of Millergville - Five ¥Miles North of “heborgan Fells
St.Paul's Ev.Lbhthbran congregation at Mi

é;g§§zg > of Town Herman,

Sheboygan Co., was officially .organisgéd in. 1852, For this historic event muict

credit is due the Reverend gghn PhiliprSgrengling - pastor from St.Peter
congregation, Town Mosel in Sheboygan County, (1861-1865), He did missionary
work in this community until 1866,

The property of St.Paul's Congregation lies on State Highwey L2, five
miles north of Sheboygen Falls. After the Green Bay Road was lald out and
the land was surveyed more people began to settle in this community. Emicrant
settled here to fell trees and walk the woods of Wisconsin,

The first move toward religious union was the lsyine out of a seperate
cemetery which lies near a school in section 2 of Sheboygan Falls Township,
on County Hiphway J. In the early yesrs, services were conducted in this
schoolhouse and in the Millersville schoolhouse, two miles north, by several
pastors of the Reformed Church, In the face of many hardships and adversitiles
these men preached the word of God and instructed the youth as best they

could. When the Lutheran Church concernec itself about fellow Lutherans in

Ty



thie community and sent representetives to visit them -«=~ the 0ld settlers
decided to ablde by the faith of thelr fathers. The first regular service

was rendered by Pastor John Philip Sprencling who was a resident pastor in

the ares since 1859. A document was discovered which states that six con-
gregations were organized in 1860, St.Paul's of Town Hermon is mentioned =as
one of the six. Other facts bear witness to the fact thet the congregation

was foundéd-in the early Sixties.

Zion Church of Louils Corners Comes into Being
In the early seventies and eighties different attempts were made to

found & preaching station at Louis Corners, Town of Schlesswig- five miles

northeast of Kiel. Such early efforts failed. Through an incident, by the
grece of God, the seemingly impossible became a reality. 4 men brought his

child to be baptized to Pastor Martin Denninger who served L8 years at Haven

(1879-1927). At this baptism Denninger was asked to come and preach to the
settlers in Town Schleswlg. There were settlers living mostly of German ex-
traction and loved thelr mother tongue, the German language holds an importa
place in this community. Pastor Denninger cheerfully snswered the csll to
preach to these devout peorple, After canvassing this territory, the pastor
from Haven found about 18 members. He began to minister to them and eventusal
organized Zion Bv.Lutheren Church, April 30,1883, The services were held in
the public schoolhouse for about a yvear, before the locel people declded to

build a church to worship in.
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Trinity Church, Kiel, likewise Organlzed from Haven
The first Lutheran service conducted by the Wisconsin Synod in Kiel
R,
was held in the home of Julius Berndt. Later, services continued in the
so-called "German Hell" on sixth Street, where the Masonic Hall now stands.

After a year of services the 1ittle group organized a congregation under the

neme Trinity congregation, on August 29, 1905.

Although the congregation was organized by Martin Denninger from Haven
(1904~1907) - he was soon succeeded by his son, George Dinninger (1907-1913),
who served at Kiel for six years from Louis Corners congregation which had
been in existence since 1883. Services at Kiel were not held regulerly and
the menbership remained small, Ten years later the congregation consisted of
about fifteen families. All services were held in German. There were times
when this congregstion was all but dead. New sttempts were mede to revive it.
A site was purchesed on July 28,1918, It was decided to build a church with
losns from Synod's Church Extention Fund. The jov over the prospect of having
its own place of worship was soon turned to gloom. Members of the little
flock left towh to seek employment during the post World War I boom. When
the time of dedication errived the membership had dwindled to four families.
Of these only one family and a widow contributed cash for the church, It
took a lot of faith to face the future bravely. The congregation did not dile,
but survived all efforts to strangle it. The Lord had helped this little
flock in need. The cornerstone was laid on September 8,1918. The congregatio:
now numbered sbout thirty families. It began to feel that in order to aschiewve
stabllity and growth it ought to become self-supporting snd have its own
pastor, An sppeal to the Mission Board resulted in such and he began his
ministry in Kiel full time in 1921. A year later the present bell at Trinit:
Church at Kiel was installed in the church tower purchased from the St.Peter
congregation of Centerville for $60,00. Need one still ask: "Why should we

buy a bell for the church tower when 1t is so costly?"
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The Kossuth €Eongregation Served from Manitowoc & Maribdl

Of the Wisconsin Synod congregations presently in the Menitowoc Con-
ference teny .as indicated beflore, were founded in the twelve years from
1851 to 1863. Among them were First German, Manitowoc, and St.John's, Maribel
in 1855, StﬁJohant.James,Reedsgglle, in 1857, St.Peter's, Mishicot, in 1861,
and St.John's, Two Rivers/i%o;e g} our Lutheran settlers also settled in the
Town Of.?ﬁﬁﬁﬂ??* They had a choice to attend church, as thev were able, &t
one or another of the fives churches closest to them. We are told of one

couple who resularly welked the Wisconéin wooeds the “three to four miles dis-

tance from Shoto to Rookwood to attend church services. Roads were few, dusty

in summer, snowbound in winter, muddy in spring, and it soon became desirable
to have & congregation in Kogsuth Township,

Provisions were made for the erection of a small church. Two of the
men subscribing to the constitution were not able to write and signified
thelr assent by making three crosses., A small parcel of land was secured
at en intersection of two roads in what today is the unincorporated villsasge

of Rookwood. Trees were cut from a woods, sawed into lumber by hand of

members, and the lumber then carried on their shoulders to the site of the
new church. It was & small, simple building, but it was a house of God, and
it wass here that the Word was preached and taugltt and the Sacraments adminin-

tered for the next forty-eight years.

"The First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kossuth" was organized
Mey 21,1866, Tt is likely that Pastor Philip Koehler, who was nine years .
in Manitowoc (1858-1867), began preaching here and six pastors of 1t German
after him, 1868~1880)., Then three pastors from Maribel: gsrvéd at Rookwbod
(1880-1903). 1In 1902 Rockwood congregation united with St.Peter of Michicc

and was served as 8 Joint parish that has continued to the present time.
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conducted in the public school or cemetery hill by Pasvor Goldammer of Manitowoc, +He began

preaching to a group north of Two Rivers which later developed into St.Peter's congregation

This village pwes itscorigin to a sawmill lofated on the Bast Twin River,

which afforded waterpower for early settlers. When the firgd.church was erected for the

Tz theran settlers, the saw mill cperator donated 5000 feet cof lumber for their project.

Mission Bfforts Pressed Onward as far as Sandy Bayy . Two Creeks & Kewaunee
The lumbering industry gradually went forward,ﬁGoldamwgf‘penetrated this area as

ngs, located twelve miles north of Two Rivers. VWhile Philip Koehler was serving

Two Rivers he bisd had charge of a vacancy at Algoma which he served whensver time permitted

him to make the itinerary on foot, via Two Rivers, Two Creeksy Smridy Bay ani Kewaunee.

along Lake

Sendy Bavy was foumled in 1863, located four miles north of T

#ichigar on highway L2, known as St.John's Church, f%.FPeter's congregation at farliton O
miles southwest of Kewaunee was founded in 1865, These wwo congregaticns were served:

for many years from Kewaunee. Tn 1932 Sandy Bav was swiiched to Two Rivers as an "affiliate’

charge. In 1951, members of Sandy Ray that were 5till left of a dwindling congregation, voted

to discontinue their church and concerned families were to join either Churches in Kewaukee

or Two Rivers for thelr spiritual needs.,

The upshot of this was that some of these members saw a need to begin another congrega-
tion. After seeking prceper adviie and ,gbéd_}@»;nsel - with the help of the District Mission
Poard,a new congregation was founded. The meeting took place pril 2,19C3, in a hall, then
on the corner of 31lst and Tammery Road, Two Rivers, On May 5, 1953, formal organization
of the congregatior took place. The name of the church was selected 'Our Savior Evangelical

Tutheran Congregation, "
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Pine Grove Winds Up a Joint Parish i+ith Shirley
"The Lutheran Church Community of Pine Grové'", Brown County, was

founded Nov.1,1877., The first minutes are dated March 1,1882 and record

only the names and time of each man toward cutting timber, most likely o

the church property. The next entries are filled with describing cost o
lumber and other waterials for the church., It was decided to paint the
church white. Thet seems to heve completed the building of the church, i

ade for well over Tifty vears

pems

[

which no iwmnortant chasnrme or addition wag 1
other than holding traditional services in the homes.

The pastor from St.Paul's Lutheran Church of Green Bay, was doing
the preaching every tvo weeks. Later services were rediced to once a2 mon
during the winter months. A constitution was finally adopted in 1890 an
served the. concrepetion for the next 59 <vears when 1t vas revised, (189
19L49). The congrerstion did not experience any acceptional crowth. The
list of souls totaled 151 as its peak and from 1901 on the membershio
attributed to the

experienced a steedy decline. Much of this must be

proximity of Pi e to the city. The younger generations sought the

employment in the shops and factories rather than steying on the farms,

and by and larce the prowth of this congregation was largely affected.

The advent of the automobile plaved a part in this decline also, Seven

interval pastors from Green Bay served at Pine Grove for 56 vears.

A chenge in the perish arrangement was brought about in 1933. Due to

the press of work, the last pastor was granted a reliese. Pine Grove was

then served as an "affiliate" of Shirley for the next 36 years. This
Lo it

joint parish exlsted under four more pastors until Pine Grove membershi)

ndled to 38 souls and after 92 years in exlstence, 1t formally

!_.1.

dw

ceased to exist, Sept.l,1969.
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Immanuel Lutheran Church, Shirley, Wis.
Immanvel Lutheran Church of Shiriey treces its history to e

migretion of Germen Lutherans from M ison to the Glenmore area prior

to 1901, This soon prompted the ides of orgenizin~ a conrregetion here.
The means of treveling 7 to 10 miles to church were not as convenient

es todsy. On March 2,1901 en exploretory mesting wes held in the distric

schoolhouse which wes then standing ley. Of the fifteen persons

present only one-third were reasdy to commlt themselves when the time cam
to form a congregation. The organizestion of the congregstion was effecte
v five families. Services were held in e district schoolhouse until s
frame church was erected 4py.1902. This church served the conzregation
until July 25, 1965 when it was razed t0 make room for g new church ang

schocl. £ parsonage was erected in 191lj; the teacherage in 1955,

Pestors have served Immanuel during the early yeers et various time,

Plaribel, and Creenlesf parishes. From 1928 to 1969, it

was part of 2 dual parish with St.Paul's of Pine Grove. When that congre:
gation disbanded in 1969, most of its members joined at Shirley. Since

then, Immanuel has been & jolnt psrish with St.Psul's of Gree leaf.

R

Immenuel's first parochial school, berun in 1916, was closed in

s} hn}

1929 beceuse of the depression and the declinincs enrollrwent. In 19590

the school was reopened and in 1965 replaced by the opresent Tacility.

The location of this parish is'route 1l,- ten miles south-east of De Pers,



Two Closely Knit Churches~ Zion in Morrison and Wayside
Prior to the founding of the Zlon congregetion at Morrison the found-
ine fathers met with protestants of the ares in joint church services at
ggagg where the group was served at first by an Evangelical pastor from
Meple Grove. Because of doctrinal differences thet arose the congregation
was dissolved in 1862. The Lutterans of this dissolved group becesme the

founding fathers - Zion congregation in Town of

and the

For ten years Zion congregation of Morrison was served bv thres

~

Jisconsin Synod pastors coming from Reedsville. The first wes Pastor Carl
Gausewitz, Sr. (1859-186l). The first services were held in the home of
members. On the site of the old cemetery where "Z" turns off from highway
32 corner, s humble but roomy log church was erectsd in 1863 with the forest

primevel serving as bacliground. Holding services here was often an arduous

task for pastors to mske the twelve milss from Reedsville either on foot -

walkine Wisconsin woods or on horseback when roads were Pough and impassible.
The farmers owning a yoke of ozxen would take as many members to church as
their wagon could carry for the Sunday gservices, Others simply were walking
the Wisconsgin woods in those formative years prior to horse and buggv con-
veniences. Sometimes the congregation waited in vain because of inclement
weather or some other unavoidable hindrances for the pastor toc arrive., Then
an Elder pf the congregation was expected to conduct reading services. Such

was the arrangement made bv the founding fathews in those primative years.

The Morrison Zion congregation maintained a Christian Day School almost

from the beginniwg of its history. It answered the purpose and the needs of

their youth in the field of religion. A frame log school was‘erected to

serve them with a student for six years (1866-1872) as the first teacher

assisting the pastor.
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From foldammer to Gausewitz -~ Reflections
As we reflect on past events of a pioneer group of early settlers -
from the Goldemmer to Gausewitz ers - let us remember the bumble circumstsn~
ces of the first resident pastor et Morrison in 1862, under whose direction

the founding of Zion congregation took place.

Pastor Carl Gausewitz, Sr., was living in a humble block-house sat
Meple CGrove north of Reedsville - perhaps a dozen miles from Morrison.
This was the first parsonare in the area built in 1860. Here a son was
born to this ploneer Wisconsin Synod pastor on August 29,1861 - namelvy
Carl F.VW.Gausewltz, Jr. In 1916 - fifty-five vears later - he was destined
to become the author of our official Catechism, adopted in German and Englis
by the Joint Synod of Wisconsin and-other States, as its ofrficial book of
instruction for all our schools. The revision as authorized by the Synod was
completed in 1956. This textbook of Christisn Doctrine, in short,plain, simp!
form - sometimes referred to as "Our little Bible" - is still used in our
congregations, or, at least should be = by almost 1200 pastors and more than
1500 teachers in the system. Here is an evalustion m&de from the Board of
Educetion:
"The Gausewitz Catechism is a precious heritage of our Wisconsin Synod!
The seinted muthor has by the grace of God found s way of conforming
in guestion and answer to the confessional form of the cuestions an-
answers used by Luther in the En'chi-rid'i-on. Moreover, thet is
specificelly characteristic in our Catechism and found in no cother is
tiie catecheticael type of guestions and answers, in contrast to the

dogmatical presentation of other cstechisms." F.W.Mever
-~ Executive Secretary,1935-
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Engegetic Mission Efforts Were Made Early as far as Two Creeks
Tno Creeks area was the first to be visited and temporarily settled
by white men in Manitowoc County. Bosts made regular visits here to take
on cargo for Milwaukee. Goldammer penetrated this area in his energetic
mission efforts to gather his pedple ags far as Two_gfeekﬁj Hot long ago,
in 1970, this section again was bustling with the construction of severeal

power plants. Nuclear power was viewed as the way of the future. 4 little

over a century ago, the Missiommry from Msnitowoc came here not ashamed to
deliver a message more powserful than nuclear power, "for it is a power of Go

unto salvation to everyone the* believeth,”" Romans 1:16.

~July-29, 19} Reading time 55 min.
Armin Engel, Jefferson, Wis,
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221 W Candise Street
Jeffersen, Wis 53549
September 11, 198]

Dear James,

T take 1t that you received my article on the Manitowoe
Conf'erence ~ ag T malled to you shortly bafore Labor Day, This paper
I am expected to deliver on Monday, September 17.

Enclosed you will find a composite sheet of additional infope
mation I prepared since T telked with you over the pnone. Thig T
hope will help the brethren to follow my story, "Walking Wisconsin
Woods wlth Fminent Ploneers.

On the copy you have there should be added the following infor-
mation concerning the Gibson congregation north of Larrabes: +to wit
on bottom of page 18 w-u

St. John's Church, T. Gibson, is located two miles north of

Larrabee on county trunk "Q"., The formation began with the coming

of Pastor Conrad Jaeger, who was called to serve Two Rivers and

vicinity August 18, 1872. He visited in Town Gibson regularly
conducting services in houses of prospective members. The formsl

organization of this congregation took place Januvary L, 1873.

Later Jaeger moved to Gibson and served until 1881 when he was

called to Centerville,

The above information was inadvertently ommitted from the material
I sent you. We can't do that - but must treat them all alike. I hope

this can only add to your reading pleasure.

i (
(“?;// R



