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I wish to sxpres my grratituds to the pastors of bthe
f Y €

Facific Northwest who answsred my questionaires. Their val-

I

vable insights addsd the depth of personal superliencs.
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whether a church from gach synod couwld be in the same araa.
The situation turned into am synodical case which was not

settled until 1912, The WELS won the decision.

In 1907 new opportunities for mission work presented
thenselves in‘waahington for the Wisconsin Synod.  Lutherans
from Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Iowa who had moved to-
Leavenworth (a tiny village nestled in the Cascade mountains)
asked for a pastor. A graduate, M. Raasch was zsent to serve
them. His field contained all of North Central Washington-—-

Chelan, Douglas, Grant and Okanogan counties.
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fThis rovered an area of about 100 sguars miles. The Lerrain

of this area is coversd by mountains, dense forests, lakes,
rivers and deserlbe. There werse no paved highways or
airplanes. Where posszible he took a train. B%t this oflfen
meant waiting hows, orF perhaps days for a branch line to
pick him up. From the drop off poimt he would have to travel
on horseback o lumber wagon to his destination. Often he
would have to travel over 240 miles round trip. His flock,

German Russians from the Volgs area, welcomed him. FRaasch
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