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A Synod Resolution And The Seed Is Sown

It seems that many of the conventions of our small Wiscongin
synod, have grave decisions to make that affect the history of
the Lutheran church in this country., The convention held at
New Ulm, Minnesota, in August of 1969, was not an exception %o
this rule. It was at thig biennial convention that the fate of
the old Wlecon81m Lutheran College was sealed. At first it had
been known as Milwaukee Lutheran Teachers College, and it was
founded to help supply parochial school teachers to our churches
at a time when they were critically needed. Thisg college had
served its function and now many felt that for the sake of
economy, and unity of spirit in the student body of future edu-
cators, that W.L.C. and D.M.L.C, should merge into one worker
training school.

As you read the memorialsg on this subject, you have to won-
der if some of the authors of those documents weren't blessed
with a prophetic spirit. It wasg forecasted that if the old W.L.C,
were closed and moved to New Ulm, it would force the academy
there off campus. When this would happen, then Synod would once
again be faced with the need +to acquire a new educational
facility for +this preparatory school. In retrospect, we know
that in 10 short years +this prediction came true. Not being
able to fully appreciate the times and financial Picture of our
synod in 1969, I holgd Judgement on whether we were wige by depriv-

ot

ing W.L.C. of money to bulld a campus in Milwaukee, or foolich

because of the. mllijon of dollars the property at Prairie du Chien
has cost us. One thing is for sure, delegates at the %9conven-
tion felt it necessary for the old W.L.C. %o close ite doors and
merge with our teacher training scheol in New Ulm,

gven though hope of having a 3Synod supported college, in the
Milwaukee area, disappeared when the vote wilg cast, still a seed

: was sown at this convention that would eventually grow into a




new institution of higher learning for thigs community., Pastor

Voss, in his memorial for leaving W.L.C. in Milwaukee, gaid
this; "Another possible area of wider sgervice for Wisconsin
Lutheran Colleges (besides the teacher training program) lies

in the role of a liberal artg Junior college." (Proceeding, 1969,

p. 88) Pastor Vosg even mentioned how thig program could be
funded, since Synod could not afford such a project. He wrote,
"Any program of this nature would be almogt wholly on a self-
sustaining basis, or that it would be subsidized by an associ-
ation of congregations within the Synod." (Proceeding 1969, p.89)

I believe tha+t this was the seed, which once planted,
developed into our present institution; Wisconsin Lutheran
College. People in our circles had started thinking about the
need for a Christian college education for our laity. 1In the
1965 Synod broceedings, we officially urged our people toward
Bethany Lutheran College for this very reason. (Proaeeding, 1965,
P. 176) But now that people had started thinking in terms of
Wel.C. filling this education gap, it was hard for them to give
up this idea simply because two worker training schools merged.
It 1s interesting to note that three out of elght unprinted
memorials concerning the merger of W.L.C. and D.M.L.C. specifi-
cally mention W.L.C, as a possible liberal arts junior college,
People saw a need for +this type of Christian education, and
they were willing to spend both time and money for it.

Just two months after the decision had been reached for a
merger, a group of very concerned Christian men gathered to write
a letter to Synod asking them to reverse this decision. A+t a
time when bitterness was tasted by many of our churches because
of this decision of the delegates of the "€9 convention, thege
men made it clear in their letter that there was no feeling of
rebellion in their hearts as they asked for this reversal. This
group made up of 4 Pagtors, 2 teachers, and 3 laymen, simply
expressed a concern for Chrigtian educsation and an earnegt in-
terest in the future welfare of +the synod.  They agked Synod
leaders to leave the teacher training program in ¥ilwaukee and
to "seriously consider developing W.L.C. to provide general

Junior college courses for the thousands of the synodts youth



who now must look %o secular schools for their career training,
often with devastating spiritual results.®

Needless to say, this letter did nothing to convince the
"powers that be" to change their minds about this merger. But
there were pogitive benefilts for the new Wiscopsin Latheran
College as a result of that letter. The samg?X%o signed this
docunent were the very people who sparked the first interest in
forming a new college in the Wisconsin Synod, though not directly
funded by Synod. Six of the nine signers of that letter served
on the provisional board and on the first official Board of Re-
gents of W.L.C. With a pioneering spirit in our circles for a
Christian, liberal arts college, these men were instrumental in
getting the ball rolling in the right direction. Clarence Hombsch
served that board as the first chairman, surrounded by men who
recogized the merit of a Christ-centered education.

It is hard to find material on what happened from October
of 1969 to July of 1972,when the college filed Articles of
Incorporation with the 3tate of Wisconsin, Without a doubt
~these were vital and important years in the infancy of W.L.C..
Ag I mentioned earlier, there were many hard feelings on both
sides of the fence after the merger of our teacher training
schools. These early years of the college history were a time
of "sour grapes"., Some opposed the founding of this new school
because they considered it a protest against the Synod for pull-
ing a college out of Milwaukee. Stiliﬁﬁgher churches actually
did jJjoin the W.L.C. ranks to retaliate*fﬁe‘“69 decision for
merger.,

I+ wag unfortunate that times were tense for W.L.C. in
the beginning. This yearling institution was deprived real
support for many years; support that is necessary for instan-~
taneous growth. It ng;nec-ssary that valuable leaders, like
Pastor Voss, stand at a distance from this new college lest
people misread thelr efforts ag rebellion., These men could only
act as behind the scene advisors, lest the Future of this school
be further jeopardized by misunderstandinges.

But during all this turmoil, the Lord’s guiding hand kept

o

efforts running in a straight line. The 1!

cst drafts of A collige



Censtitution were written, where a statement of purpose could
clear the air as to why this college existed. It would be
established "to promote the cause and extend the scope of Chrigt-
ian education in keeping with the purpose and aim of this Con-
ference and the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod." (W.L.C.
Constitution, Art, III) This was not a rebellion against Synod.
It was an education$bpportunity offered in our Synod.

It was during these years that the Milwaukee Federation of
W.&.1L.3. Churches sponsored seed money to establish a survey
to see how feasible thig endeavor was. When favorable results
were gatheredethe‘green light was on. That faithful group of
forefathers began working to make +their dream a working reality.
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Seing Prayfuily Cultivated, Ihe Seed Germinates

e

It was on January 31, 1973, tha+t the charter meeting of the
college conference was held. By the end of that night, 30
congregations were listed ag official members of the organization.
It was with their support, whether financial or moral sSupport,
that preparations were begun for the opening of the college in
the 1973-74 gschool year. It was decided that Principal Robert
Krause of Wisconsin Lutheran High School would serve ag the
provisional president of this new institution,

For the first years, W.L.C. would hold its classes at the
facilities of Wisconsin Lutheran High School, College classes
would start late in the alternoon, after high schoolers went
home, and would run into the evening, Considering the teaching
materials and classroom space that such an arrangement offered,
this was an ideal beginning for the college, If you also take
into consideration that a large portion of the part-time college
teaching staff were already teachers at the high school, you can
appreciate the convenience of this agreement, Rented facilities
and a part-time faculty are not as nice as a private campug,and
staff, but to the beople fighting for a W.E.L.S. 1iberal arts
college they were the answer to a prayer,

o But there was one prob-

»

oA

lem that had to be taken care
of before doors could be
Opened wide for edger students
in September; a dormitory
building had to be purchased,
The property committee wag
locking for a building that
would be within walking dig-

£

tance of the high schoel sna0



one that bould also double asg a student center. The good Lord
wag obviously directing that first property committee, for they
found an eight bedroom home, with a chapel, living room, kitchen,
office, and large recreation room, right acroseg the street Ifrom
where classes would be held. On August 16, 1973, this home was

purchased for $85,000 and rapidly prepared for the opening day

service.,
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- . . th
nrollment continues to grow as we move into our 7L vear
of existence.

i It was on September 4, 1973, that W.L.C. officially opened
its doors. A3 full time students, 14 part time students, and
3 special students (auditors) were welcomed to the new college.

Although the main purpose of the school,as stated at the 73

Synod Convention, was for liberal arts education, veople associ-

ated with W.L.C. were still concerned about the merger of

6.



schools in 1969 and the possible teacher shortage that might
result from it. The first college that was gought after to
accept W.L.C.'s credits was D.M.L.C. An agreement was algo
worked out at that time for Synod accreditation courses to be
offered at W.L.C., %o teachers not having the required amount
of religion credits necessary to be synod certified.

The administration of the school that Tirst vear wasn't asg
strong as 1t could have been, but I have to give credit to the
men involved that they would tackle such a big job on strictly
a part-time basis. Considering that the first,obligation of
these men was to W.L.H.S., one has to wonder w%re they found
time to start as many programs as they .did., It was a part-time
staff that started making recrultment visits to our Synod and
area high schools and that continued to teach college courses
to as late as 9:00 P.M,, even though they had put in full days
with theilr regular duties. One also marvelg at the dedication
of the Board of Regents for the extra time they donated to get
thils school off the ground. Some of those board members started
to publish the "Wisconsin Lutheran College Newsletter" (now
called "Newsbreak") to keep faculty, parents, and confercnce
members informed about what was happening on campus, It was at
this time that the "Keyman" program was started in congregations
affiliated with W.L.C. 1In this program,the board would seek out
men interested in the future of the college, and make them
"contact" men in their congregations.. With this system, inter-
ested students could easgily learn about the school from someonc
in their own parish,and college materials could also be presented
at various meetings or gatherings o the church.

There was much positive good done by concerned people in
that firet school year. But like the beginning of any institu-
tion there were also some unfortunate mistakes that were mede by

board and confercnce alike, One of those mistakes 1o found in

the first article of the college constitution. There 1t reods

that this organization that had been founded, would be knovr ar

"Wisconsin Lutheran College Conference, Inc, Trt my estimatior



it waS unwise to give this new coliege the
o same name as the teacher's college that had
left town. People were confused by thig nmove,
 Even today people still carry around that

migconception that students of W,L.C. are

studying to be Chrisgtian Day School teaschers,

THE WESC@N§BN LUTHERAMN COLLEGE SEAL
—-anexplanationofitsmeaming-w

THE NAME — Around the top of the seal is the name of our school — WISCONSIN
LUTHERAN COLLEGE. Our school is an institution of higher learning. Its
confession is Lutheran. It is located in the State of Wisconsin and serves the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

THE ALPHA - In the very center of the seal is the letter Alpha, the first letter of the
Greek alphabet. in Revelation 21 6 Jesus says, "I am Alpha ... the Beginning.”
Christ is the beginning of wisdom. We know Him as the Father has revealed
Him to us by the Spirit through the pages of Holy Scripture. The Bible, above
all, is the textbook of every student and faculty member at Wisconsin Lutheran
College.

THE OMEGA — Intertwined with the Alpha in the center of the seal is the letter
Omega, the last letter of the Greek alphabet. In Revelation 21:6 Jesus also
says, “l am ... Omega ... the End.” The end and purpose of our life is Jesus.
To be with our Lord forever in eternity is the goal of every student and faculty
member at Wiscornsin Lutheran College.

THE FIGURE IN THE WHITE ROBE — Also in the center is a figure robed in white.
The figure represents the child of God, whose sinful self is clothed in the
righteousness of Christ. Wisconsin Lutheran College is a school whose students
and faculty are children of God by faith in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

THE SHIELD AND DATE — The central symbols of our school seal rest on a shield.
This shield represents time, of which Jesus is both Alpha and Omega — the
Beginning and the End. The child of God stands in time — in the present. The
date "1973" is the year in which our school was founded. Wisconsin Lutheran
College was founded in time to serve the timeless Christ by educating the
students of the present.

THE RADIANT CROSS — All time is a time of grace. Therefore the shield of time
rests squarely on the radiant cross of Christ which shines through eternity. The
top three arms of the cross which stand independent of the shield and its sym-

" bols represent the three persons of the Triune God, who alone is truly eternal.
The radiance of the eternal Cross surrounds the shield of time. For a student
at Wisconsin Lutheran College the saving knowledge of the cross lends a
positive glow to all that he learns about this world in time.

THE SEAL AS A WHOLE — The very center of the seal is the head of the figure in
the white robe. Wisconsin Lutheran College’s purpose is to educate the child
of God. The head of the figure in the white robe serves also as the crossbar of
the letter Alpha, The student at Wisconsin Lutheran College has his mind
molded by what God has revealed in the past about His Son through the proph-
ets and apostles in Holy Scripture. The head of the figure is-encircled by the
Omega. The student at Wisconsin Lutheran College is surrounded by the sure
hope of his eternal life through faith in Christ. The figure in the white robe
rests against the shield of time, yet his feet are outside of time and stand at
the foot of the cross. The student at Wisconsin Lutheran College knows that
the child of God has his beginning in time as God's highest creation, yet by
standing in the shadow of the eternal cross, the child of God also knows that
he is immortal and looks forward to being with God — outside of time — in
eternity,

ATber montha and months of clarifies.
tion, the college seal and i4s eyl

ation were accepted.

They gtill +think
this isa Synod
:supported college,
In the beginning,
the selection of
this name lodked
like a deliberate
:”dig” on thoge
who were for the
merger of the

old W.L.c.
D.M.L.LC,
all,

of this name hasg

and
All in

the selection

caused the school
problems?mvProblems
that are finally
being alleviated in
1979.
Ancther diffi-

culty that had

to be overcome,

wa g answering the
question of what

It really meant to
e a member of" the
college confeionce.
Therve wae confusion
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join that association simply by wverbally saying that they endorsed
what was going on here, Others thought that by paying $50.00
yearly membership fees, they were free of obligation to further
support the work at W.L.C. With simple mathematics, it is easy
to see that 30 congregations contributing $50,00 each, couldn’t
even pay the interest on $85,000 expenditure for the Student
Center. Thank God that most of those 30 congregations gave more
than that membership fee, but without all churches having this
same commitment the financial situation of the college wag on
shifting sand. This whole situation is unfortunate because thisg
stopped many other people from pledging thelr support and sending
their students to W.L.C. Many Pastors and their flocks had a
"wait and see" attitude about the college, wondering if it

would be in existence from year to year. But by God's grace this
school weathered the worst of the storm, and now we seem to be
pretty well accepted as an institution that is here to stay.

That final area where mistakes were made, is concerned with
where the college conference in 1973 planned to put its permanent
Campus., Et is very commendable that people were thinking in
terms of a school that would only serve the college student body,
but it is very unfortunate that so much time was wasted, and so
much heartache was caused over trying to buy the 50 acres that
had been acquired for the bullding of the old W.L.C. The Synod
had put this property, located in Brookfield, Wisconsin, up for
sale. There was no way, though, that this infant institution
could have come up with $500,000 to pay for that land. Various
board members had thelr hearts set on this purchase. Arguments
revolved around the question as to why Synod officials were asking
$500,000 for land that they head invested only $378,000 for,
such arguments were a complete waste of time, beczuse the college
conference could never come up with cven $378,000 let alone money

to build on that land after the purchase.

AT this same time a doctor in Wisconsin was also interes
in this land as a site for building condominiums., The propeity
committee of W.L.C. spent months trying to work aut a deal with
thils doctor so that after hisg opurchase he would sell the collegn:

30 acres of this plot. The doctor was more than willing to el



the college to the cleaners on such a proposal by giving a

saleg price of $390,000 for a little more than half of the
50 acres, Hig contract also demanded that the college confer-
ence agree to help in paying for street and sgewer ilmprovemente
and for the expense of selling thig program to the City of
Brookfield., If the college didn'+ build in five vears he wag

to be given legal rights to buy this land back from the agsocla-

tion. Soon it became clear that Wisconsin Lutheran College would
noet build on this site, The conference board knew that they

had all they could do +to meet the present yearly budget of
$50,000, In retrospect, we can once again see the Lord's hand

in what wag happening. In the future He would answer the prayers
for a permanent campus, but for now His children were to wait

and grow,



sending Roots Deep Into The Ground, The Sprout Maturcs

On May 17, 1974, at the end of that firgt school year,

an
By

i

graduation service was held for Kathleen Reece. She wag a
transfer student to the new campus and the college's firgt
graduate. Although rain put a damper on the festivitieg and
drove them into W.L.H.S, auditorium, nothing could dampen the
high spirits of +the people who attended the service. This wasg
‘a historical day. The gchool had survived the year, and the
fruit of its efforts was one student with diploma in hand. This
was a happy day and there would be many more of these in the
near future,

In spite of financial problems and troubleg finding a
bermanent home for the college, the Board of Regents, in October
of 1974, decided to call a full time worker to the staff. The:
college was in need of its own president. He would be a man who
could dedicate all of hig time to solve the difficulties mentioned
above, and by setting up a plan of attack for the school he
could possibly head off Future obsticles impeding its progress.
Although repeatedly calling men to fill +thig position, another
school year would go by before someone would accept this call,

Lven though it must have been disappointing when divine callsg
were returned to the Board of Regents, the progress of the
college wag very encouraging, Enrollment wasn't growing by
leaps and bounds but it was holding its own., One program that
really blossomed in the 1974-75 school year was the gystem get
up for adult enrichment., Wisconsin Lutheran College wasg
established to serve more than the students looking for two
years of college credit, W.L.C. saw its mission in cerving
all adult members in our circles, helping them to grow in their
understanding. In the spring of 1974k, 81 People had attended

a non-credit seminar on the Christian family, In the next
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school year adult enrolliment in similar courses would moere than
triple. This liberal arts college wag filling & need. TIn the
future over 60 different courses would be offered to interested
“adults, ranging from oil rainting to a study of the Book of
Romans. Still today, this is one of the most successful
brograms W.L.C, offersg.

It was in June of 1975, that our Lord moved a man to accept
the call of college President. Gary Greenfield, o D.NM.L.C.
graduate and a teacher at Siloah Lutheran sehool, was thot man.
dolding a doctorate in the field of %ducation, he vould be &
definite asset +to the growin: gchool, Having OUr. Creenfield
onh - campuss- helped stabilize the stivation of W.I1..0., 1o ok

1
’ e

to work to establich definite goals for +the institution wnich

allowed him to start working toward important objective

©
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getbing directiveg Erom 4
Board or Regents, it wae
established that the numb e r
ne concern wag to nalke
W.L,c, a top noteh junior
college, Thig would mean
that the President would
work up ways of drawing
more congregations into the
College Conference, %hus
increasing the amount of
support w.L.C, could depend
on.,  He wag +to actively
involve himgelf in recruitment of new students and explore the
Possibilitics of adding more full-time faculty memberg to the
staff. He was +o toncern himself with securing a permanent

Dr. Greenfielq, College President

grounds and plant for the institution +o Operate from, and of
utmost importance, he was to work toward accreditation of thig
new school,

Dr. Greenfielq was installed in this new position on
sSeptember 1k, 1975, As college president he immediately began
striving toward the £oals mentioned above., One of the ma jor
accomplishments that he gsaw through that firgt year in office,
was the P,A,C,5, Program (Program ol Adult Correspondence
bducation) By offering Corregpondence courgesg the college,
would no longer have to restrict adult enrichment clags to

~those who roulg drive to ouyr campus.  Now W.IL,¢, could gerve

Qur members nation wide. An added bonus of this program wage
that it served ag a recruitment tool, making people aware of
Our presence and of oyr purpose,

Mir, Jameg Wandersee wag appointed to direct thege Special

services., “While hig work at W.L.C. giq cstablich the 1o

brogram, i+t also Served as part of Wr, Wandersee' g doctarnd

dissertation in the field of Communications. He deviged o

3eries of gix lessons, each conﬂistjng of two halrf hour tapec

B

'l

At the beginning of the course the student would receive an

illustrateq booklet filleq with diagrang and response cloationg

13,



75 londo.ty

1977 /978 19779
The P.A.CLE, Frogram will serve over 300 people, nation wide,
in itg 3 year existence,
to the taped lesson. Upon completing the ligtening of a tape,
the student would answer the questions in hig workbook, write
a 20 point quiz that accompanied the tape, and then send both
the old tape and quiz back to W.L.C. When the college would
receive this package, the quiz was corrected and sent lmmediately

to the student with a new tape. Such taped instruction was not
only economical but it alsgoc gave individualized instruction to

beople thousands of miles away from Milwaukee, Thiw project wag

initially funded with = BH,000 grant from A Agooclation for
Lutherans., Up to the present, this system hog sorved well over
300 people throughout the Unitecd States,

It was in Scptember of 1976, that a status atudy of the ool
lege was submitted to the Board of Regents for thrir approval,

I’P 1,

his stludy along with 31,500 was to be gent to Horth Ceptral

14,



Association of Collegés and Schools, -in Lhe hope that they would
accept us asg candidates for accreditation. Pefore this time

the transfer of credits to other four year colleges.was a

thorin in the side forgqu,G@Team@ from each four vear institu-
tion would have to inspect the facilities and curciculum of
W.L.C., and then if everything was acceptable, each school

had to write us a letter of intent if they agreed to accept

our credits, This was both a timély and a costly proposition,
since 1t was the responsibility of the college requesting the
transfer of credit to foot the bill for this visit. If North
Central granted W.L.C. candidate status for accreditation, these
headaches would be over and nation wide,universities would
accept our credits,

North Central's recommendation arrived in February of
1977. When Dr. Greenfield read their report many felt like
crying. Their recommendation to W.L.C. was that the college
withdraw their application for accreditation. The school had
a chance of being accepted, but if denied they would be penalized
in that they would have to wait a Ffull year before submitting
another application., The reasons for this recommendation were
that the college still had a shaky financial status; it lacked
a comprehensive plan for the future; and of lesser irﬁportance9
there wasg thé'lack of a physical plant and full time staff to
operate it. W.L.C. took the advice of North Central., In about
a year's time, a second attempt would be made. For the time
being, the college would be content to work out agreements with
individual universities to accept our credits., ‘

Many important factors in 1977 helped the‘coll@ge to ready
itself as it prepared +to apply to North Central s seccond time,
In March of '77, the called college staff doubled when Prof.
Roger Fleming accepted a call to be Frofessor of Biblical Ztudies,

Fuld
He was installed as the college's firstXime instructor in

AT

‘August of the same vear,
Le) [y

After coming into exigtence, the greatest single bleseing

that W.L.C., ever experienced, happened in June of 1977. 1t

was God's will that now the time was right for His college in

—
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The House of Good Shepherd, The Present Campus of W.L.C.

in Milwaukee to have its own campus. In June of 1977, the Housge

of Good Shepherd, a former girlg home, was put up for sale. This

institution wasg situated on 8.5 acres of land in the city of
Milwavkee, The physical plant consisted of five red brick
builldings with tile roofs and copper gutters., The interior
space of these buildings was 91,000 square Teet, Ag an added
bonug, it had a beautiful chapel for spiritual exerclse and an

85,000 gallon swimming pool for exercise of another variety.

The Board of Hegents moved that Maynard Mayer and Associzates

1

an architectual firm, be hired to research the constructicn of
the buildings and the renovations they would recuire to house
a college student body. Heating, plumbing, electrical and

gtructural consultants as well as city bullding inspectors wore

called in to ecxamine the facility. They unanim

the campus could easgily be adapted for college

In July of 1977, in a gpeclal meeting

=

-6,
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Hemodeling O0f Our Pr gsent
Campus,

this school into the hands of
the college conference,

In August of 1977, the
administration began moving on
to the new campus of W.L.C,

In the months ahead, $155,000
worth of remodeling would be
done. Improvements had to be
made to meet state building
codes. Fire doors and walls
had to replace conventional
doors., A wheel chair Tamp,
exit lights, new plumbing,

thermostats and emergenc
&)

to offer $750,000

of this Catholic

overwhelmingly

o,

to the sisters

S

order for ST

his property.

prigingly the offer was accepted,

I say "surprisingly” because the

land alone wag worth $?713000 and
the buildings were agsessed at a

value of 4,5 million dollars, The
sister's who ran this home, s=olg
it to W.L.C. because they wanted
it to be used for the same pur-
pose that 1t was constructed: ag
an institution of Christian learn-
ing. The sisters have to be com-
mended for their dedication and the

Leae hag

to be praised for placing

lighting were installed, Ceil~
ings were lowered and lighting
was updated., Wallg were
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removed from between small rooms so that they could serve as
larger clagsrooms. 'The greatest improvement was in the new
congtruction of one floor in the women's dormitory, which
included the completion of a new shower area and restroom.

With thousands of hourg of donated time, & volunteer
work force did much of the painting and cleaning that gave the
campus a much needed facelift, Besides donating hours, friends
of the college gave over $160,000 in gifts for support of the
new school campus, Another $808,14L were acquired by the
college finance committee in the form of membership loang and
the college student center was sold for an additional $99,6L40,
God had given His children the means and the opportunity to
establish a liberal arts Christian college on their own grounds,
in their own buildings.

This college campus now had facilities to accommodate a
student body of 350, provide office space for 30 staff members,
and house 180 dormitory students. In the eyes of many, it
appeared that God had once again given the true children of
Israel the promised land.



A Flower Blooms To God's Glory

Although physical remodeling continued at W.L.C. in the
1978-79 school year, the greatest amount of transformation
occurred in other areas., A second application was submitted to
North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. Becausge of
a firmer financial base, added faculty members, and a beautiful
teaching facility, Dr. Greenfield was pleased to learn on
April 4, 1979, that we had been accepted as candidates for ac-
creditation. This meant that credits would transfer throughout
the United States; W.L.C., students would now be eligible for the
Federal Government’s Basic Education Opportunity loans and
grants; and students from foreign mission fields would be able
to enroll at our college. ,

such remarkable news could only be topped by the addition
of two more called faculty members to our sgtaff. Pastor Paul
Kelm, a campug pastor in Madison, accepted the call to be the
college's first dean of gtudents and teacher in the social
sciences. Profegsor Luther Spaude, formerly a teacher at W.L.H.S.,
will be Joining the W.L.C, family as a full-time professor in
the natural sciences (specifically physics and chemigtry). Both
of these men can only add to the stability of this Christian
institution, by sharing the large work load the staff now mugt
CArTY. ‘

If a person lookg at our student body, he can’®t help but

-

notice that the college ig blooming, The first scmegter of

thig
last year, we had an all time high enrollment of 51 full-time
students. Other changes that affected students ‘this year, were
the stacrting of a school newspaper and a vearbook staff., 4

N

student body congtitution was written and interecho

1y e mbe S
YSTCAC

women' s sports are soon to be a regular part of campus Life
at W.L.C. In the future, all indications show the snrollment

will continue to climb.
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Other tidbits for a historical record might be that the
college conlerence hag now grown to 64 member congregations.
They Suppart thig school with their dollars, and because of a
service club which started thig year, they can now better serve
W.L.C. with their talents. The service club directs people to
areas where they would enjoy working, whether that be with our
malling program, in our library, or on our grounds. }

History is being made everyday this college continues to
grow and change. Every new book that touches a library shelf,
every improvement that makes education here more enjoyable, is
‘a page in that on-going history. But the big story on how
W.L.C. will shape Lutheranism in America ig not in the history
of our builldings or our staff, It is found in the personal
histories of those that this college reaches., |

We are not the "great white hope" of Chrigtianity today,
but T firmly believe that God's kingdom can only be better

a4 rear view of our campus which captures the gyrbol of cur

W.L.C.; the bell tower.
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served through the operation of this school. A fine Christian
man once askeéﬁ%hat would happen 4o our church body if all of

its 400,000 members were active leaders and evangelists in

their home congregation. My answer to him wag that with the
direction and help of the Holy Spirit we could reach thousands

of people with the Gospel, people who normally would never come
in contact with W.E.L.S. pastors or teachers.,

In a small way, Wisconsin Lutheran College, with the con-
stant help of our Almighty Lordg‘is attempting to better train
the lay membership of our Synod, This school is establisghed
to further the Christian education of this very group so that
they can better serve Jesus. Once again this year, 15 graduates
will walk out of this institution: with heads high and diplomas,
in hand. With joy in my heart, I eagerly watch them leave
this campus, confident that the Holy Spirit has used the instruc-
tion of this college to strengthen them in faith and make them
more zealous in confession. '

What effect will Wisconsin Lutheran College have on Luther-
anism in the future? I can't tell you, only God knows. But
this T am sure of: if God can make a great plant out of a little
nustard seed, than if i+t is His will, He can take thig small
Christian college and cause it to have a glorious effect on

His Kingdom.
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