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SHECRIDS TO SURVIVLL

On Sunday, October 6, 1985, the nembers of St. John's Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Hatchville(Spring Valley), Wisconsin, gathered together
once again. The church bell rang with a special joy, and the service
began. On this particular day many visitors attended, wany former mewbers
who had moved out of the area, many members. of neighboring congregations.
With 457 people in attendance, the small church was bursting at its seams.
It was a special day, the celebration of St. John's Centennial.

It was a big day in Hatchville. News of the centennial celebration
was noised abroad in the local papers, yet it was not an earthshaking
event. The bell was not heard around the world, and the story was not =gy
covered on the 10:00 p.m. news. To most, 3t. John's centennial seened
insignificant. To most, the congregation itself seems insignificant.

Even within our own synod, in certain ways, St. John's could be comsidered
a rather insignificant congregation. after all, although it has existed
for a century, the church still has only about 200 cormunicant n.embers,
and it ia not likely %o experience any outstanding nuerical growth in

the next century. The church building is situated alone, in the country,
~15'miles west of Menomonie, the nearest sizable town. The stranger, who
for some reason has accasion to drive past the church, might ask, "What is
this church doing here?" Let us ask a wore gignificant question: "How

could a church survive here for 100 years?"

any church's survival depends upon the people who make up ihe congre-
gation. $St. John's congregation, and the community around it, were begun

by people with an intense desire 1o neke a new homwe for themselves and theiT



descendents.

(The) firat church mewbers were ploneers in toe real sense of tne
word. They had come frow Dodge County. Wisconsgin, to make a hone
here in a dense forest, and they had brought with then a desire to
succeed and a deep love of their Lutheran church. They were all of
old German atock; work was a pleasure to thew, prayerc a necessity.
Of earthly wealth they had none, noney being especially rare in those
days....The men then had to go into the woods, often in 30 below
zero temperatures, cut down the tpees, haul the logs with oxen ten
to twenty miles to a saw mill and to the market (Wilson or Menomonie)
and from the proceeds they had to provide the necessities needed by
their femilies, pay the taxes and support the churche.

(Saremba, 6Cth anniversary History)

At firat these settlers did not have a pastor or an organized congre-
gation. The beginnings of 3t. John's congregation are as follows, guoted
from bra. C. Frank, Sr., whose husband was a mewber of the first church
boards

It was either in 1878, '79, or '60 that a certain business man frow
lenomonie, Wi. Schuetie, brougnt the Rev. Kleinlein (then pastor of
St. Paul's Tutheran Church in Menomonie) out to vwisit the first
settlers and get aquainted with us. They found us all working in
the harvest field.

Our wmen were cutting grain with cradles and we women bound the grain
into sheaves and stacked them up. appearing shortly after dinner,
Pastor Kleinlein asked the harvesters 1f they would be willing to ..
stop work and assewble in one of our "leg houses to conduct a Iuth=
eran service. All of us agreed, gladly, for we had had no church
service for a long tine. We all gathered in one of our homes and
Pastor Kleinlein preached "Christ and Him Crucified for the Sins of
the World®" for the first time in the community. after this service
he made arrangements with the menfolk concerning the next time he
should come. When these arrangenents were nade we all went back to
our woirk in the fields.

(Sarsmba, 60th Anniversary History)

Frow 1880 to 1885 services were conducted in the homes of the early
settlers. In 1885 land was deeded to the congregation, and St. Joha's
was incorpcrated as a legal church soclety. In August, 1886, the first
resident pastor was installed, the congregation consisting of 29 comnun-
icant mewhei.s. On November 1y, 1686, the first church building was dedi-
cated, and a few yesars later the first parsonage was built, along with a

barn for the pastor's horses.
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These first German settlers succeeded in establishing a new connunity
and a new church, leaving to thelr children and grandenildrsn the intense
desire to continue to survive in the Hatchville area.

Frau early on, the Hatchville area has consisted largely of small
fawily dairy farms. These farms have been passed along from father to
gon down through the years. Even today it is not uncommon to find three
gennerations living on the sane farm. The Tesult is very strong fanily
ties. While these ties can at times cause tension, in genexral they are
a factor that contributes greatly to the strength and stability of the

.
congregation. The children who rewain in the community learn to live
basically the same kind of life that their parents and grandparents have
lived, and this includes church life. If the chain were ever brcken, the
survival of St. John's would be severely threatened. It is frightening
to note that today's breskdown of the family is a severe threat to 3%.
Jonn's and other congregations.

During the past 100 years the Hatchville camunity has experienced
relatively little population change, compared with the rest of the country.
It's an area where pneople most often move from, not to.

Until the fifties, the area aboub three miles all directions from the

ehurch was nearly all church nembers, with the road going by 3t.

John's called German Street in contrast to the road to the west known

ayg Norwegian Ridige. To that tire it was an unwritten understanding

that anyone selling a farn would sell only to a Gernan Iutheran
fanily. Since the sixties this practice no longer prevails and the
irmediute area of the church isn't as solid with members. This has
nad a limiting effect on membership, since St. John's area is hﬂmméd
in by 3t. Peter's, five miles to the south, and 5t. Matthew's, six
wiles to the northwest. During the fifties 5t. John's mewbership
seems to have reached its peak, with conmunicant membership in the
area of 200-230 ever aince. Membership has held fairly constant
because cf the loyalty of members retiring and moving to Elmwood,

Spring Valley, Menomonie, etc., and still retaining thelr mewbership

at St. John's and often attending more faithfully than those living

very close,

(Willitz, Notes)

The 1969 booklet for the dedication of the third church building
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lists the names of the seven nembers of the first class confirred in the
new building, followed by tnis commenty "It is interesting to note that
after 84 years tire all of these family nanes, except one, appear in the
list above of the first members of the congregation." Through the years,
perhaps one of the greatest sources of newcomers to Hatchville has been
the parsonage.

Along with being very stable, the comnunity is just a bit old-
fashioned. Indoor plumbing is a fairly new developuent for same. Until
recently, horses were still used to do some of the field work. Now they
have been replaced by antiquated tractors and machinery. it's an area
that is sbow to change. This, too, can at times cause friction within
the congregation, but it provides a stability that many congregations
lack.

Hatehville is not a financially rich conrunity, nor has it evsr been
a rich community. The people today, no doubt, have nore money and an
easier life than the original settlers, but it's still no picnic. The
farmers struggle to keep from going bankrupt, eapecially in a day when the
small fanily farm is said to be a thing of the past. I think that most of
these farrers realize that they could make more money by moving to town
and doing something else for .a living, but they love to farm. It's the
only life they know, and Hatchville is the place they feel they belonge.
They want to stay close to their relatives and friends, and hesitate to
face the unknown as their settler anscestors did. They don't know what
it means to flourish, but they do know what it means to survive.

These later generations are also responsible for a number of major
accomplishments under God's grace. In 191Z the second church building

was erected, and the lumber frow the old building was used to build the

caurch school house. A pew parsongge wus completed in 191¢. The old one
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nad burned, and many records wore destroyed, contributing to the brevity

of this paper. in 1968 the second church building was destroyed by fire,

and in about one year the preseot building was completed.

@ 3t. John's congregation and Hatchville survive together, for the

church is intertwined with the comnunitys. They began and grew up together.

. 9 %“”‘”\ . . .
The congregation was bull»(aroumd)the capunity, md the commmunity was i

built around the congregation. At 3t. John'a the mewbers bury their
grandparents. at Ste. John's they attend their children's weddings. their
grandehildren's baptisws and confirmations. On Sundays, year after year,
the farmers get up early, do ithe chores, guther together at church, and
then go back home to do chores again. In the spring, the services are
often enhanced with the sweet smell of freshly spread manure on the
neighboring fields. At times, the nembers, unable teo unravel the church
from cammunity life, might give the ocutward impression by words and
acticns that the church is simply the cormunity center. But 1 helieve
that deep in their hearts there is a special place for God¥s Word, and

a deep love for what the church really is, even though it often goes
unexpresseds. God's Word is living and active. What a direct channel
that force of the Word nmust have when proclaimed in a church that is so
tightly knit to the lives of 1ts mewnberss

A 1662 article in the local 3pring Valley paper tells about the life

of one of 5t. John's nenbers:

Sunday worning, sprightly 77-year-old William Sick will ring the
bells of St. John's lutheran Church of Hatchville, starting his
second {0 years of service as custodian....lt was back in 1912
that the then 27-year-old dick volunteered to serve as janitor for
the newly~dedicated church.

"People were donating to the church when it was built and I didn't
have a cent," he remarked. "I told thew I would be janitor for five
years at no pay, and they took me up on it." After his five yeursa
were up he wasg asked to continue. It was during the horse and buggy




days and hard for people to get around. "Since I lived across the
road frow the church I ugreed. They paid ne $1C a y=ar then, but
I'm up to $65 uowe.."

He has sat in the sane chair in the bhalcony nearly every sSunday for
the past 50 years. Swall noles are worn into the floorboards showing
where the back legs of the chair rested as he leaned back against

the walla

"I've fired a furnace here for 50 years and burned out two of them.
I couldn't seem to get the church warm with the old wood furnace, so
one Sunday I stueck in 11 sticks of cordwoed. The furnace couldn't
take it." The original furnace is now in Eick's pasture, being
used as a bridge. 4 coal furnace was installed and Eick "shoveled
a good wmany tons of coal into it. They're putting in an oil furnace
now, and I haven't touched that one yet."

(Ringhand, "aArea Custodian")

II. Pastors who Learn What It Means to Survive

The mewmbers of 3t. Joln's have played an important role in shaping
the congregation and making it what it is today. The same could also be
séid about the pastors who have served at Hatchville. Their leadership
and advice have given strength and direction to the congregation, Yet
they are oaly human shepherds, 3o weaknesses have become apparent at
times. But in spite of these weaknesses, St. John's has survived, under
the care of the Good 3hepherd. St. John's has been served by 20 pastors,
whose greatest contribution has beenthe pergistent proclamaiion of the
true Word of God. That Word has given the congregation the cause, the
conviction and the strength to survive for 100 years.

But what about the pastors? iHow well have they survived at St.
John's? Since Hatchville is somewhat unique, pastors, like other new-
comers, have to learn from experience what it neans to survive there,

The first two pastors did not need to survive in Hatchville. They

served frow hencmonie. Pagtor Kleinlein, pastor of 3t. Paul's Evangelical

Lutheran Church in henomonie, was the firast iutheran pastor to conduct
lutheran services in the Hatchville commwunity. He served until Pastor

avgust fieper succeeded him in hencmonie. Pastor Pieper continued to
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serve the Hatchville area throughout his pastorate in lenomonie. In 1886
B g Ve Jocone .
“ne accepted a call to@be/f profeasor at our Théinsville Theological Seni-

N % . ’ (ﬁ;.. [Fgo P ) ]
| //'nary. There is no way of knowing to what extent the Hatchville group
Lo s 4 .

K .
contributed to naking Pastor Pieper an exceptional professor and doguna~-

tician. 1t was during ?Pieper's time that St. John's was legally organized
and incorporated as a religious society in 1885. It was also during his
time that the congregation bought a two-acre plot, decided ta build a
church, and to call a regident pastor.

The first resident pastor was Pastor Henpy Gieschen. It is unknown

where he lived, since there is no mention of a parsonage at that tine.
He served 3t. John's for less than two years, from 1886 to 1888. During
his. stay, the first church bullding was dedicated, and the congregation
consisted of 1) voting members, 29 coununicant members.

F. Rottlauf, a theological student, served the congregation February

through August of 1888. In August Pastor august Kirchner was installed.

He served until Zaster, 1891, During his pastorate the.first parsonage
was built, as well as a barn for the pastor's horses. Pastor C. H.
Auerswald then served until January, 1893. He was succeeded by Pastor
A4 Iaible, who served until June of 189j.

These first five resident pastors had to survive in Hatchville. DBut
it should be noted that for whatever reasons, they stayed only for a very
short time. This must have been hard on such a new congregation.

Pastor adolph Habermann served far a longer time, frow June 15, 1894,

to Fhay 15, 1904. During his pastorate the church and parsonage were .
enlarged and a new barn was erected. Pastor Habermann wrote: "In the
20 years from the establishment of this congregation the membership of

the congregation has doubled and according to all expectations has a good
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opportunity to grow still larger and ve Drosper with the help and blessing

of God." (Saremba, 60th aAnniversary History)

Pastor Habermann was remembered by one member as a fast driver who
tipped over in the anow more than once. Perhaps he had good reason for
heing a fast driver, because he served not only Hatchville, but also
Plum City and Bau Galle, 15 to 20 wiles to the south, Cady, 6 miles to
the northwesat, and Wilson, 12 wmiles to the norih. He did all this not
with a car, but with a teamw of horses.

Often...ne was struck by a blizzard, or was unable to ford a creek,
.or, on account of too severe weather, had to take refuge in a
‘farmer's house and stay for hours,.yes, for days. His predegessors
had to perform the same hard work. Rev. Gleschen froze hls hands
while driving from tne Wilson eongregation. Perhaps because of these
long and hazardous trips these first pastors had to wmake in perform-
ing their pastoral duties, their stay in one congregation was of
a short duration.

(Saremba, 60th anniversary History)

3%. Matthew's Evangelicdl.fmtheran Church, Cady, was built in 1897.
Before the building of the church, services were held by Pastor Habermann
in a nearby schoolnouse. One mewber, originally from Eau Galle, remembers
boarding the winter near 3t. John's so she was able to take confirmation
instructions from Pastor Habermann. |

Mission aetivity in the area during the late 19th and early 20tn
centuries was rather unique. It was not 30 wmuch a matter of converting
people, hut rather a matter of gathering tae 0ld Gerwman Iutherans together
and somehow serving them. The Hatchville pastors were directly involved,
and these daughter congregaticns no doubt gave the mewbers of 5t. John's
something to be proud of, and an added reason to survive.

Habermann's successor, Pastor G. #. Iuedtke, stayed only a short

tinme, frow July, 1904, to May, 1905. He was followed by Pastor lax Taras,
of whom tne record says, "With joy did Pastor Taras begin his work in this

congregatione.® (Saremba, 60th anniversary History) According to all




reports the first two years of his work were blessed with much succesd.

But "the foe cawe and sowed weeds among the wheat.! (hatthew 13:29)
The unity of the congregation was seewingly destroyed; it's very
existence was at stake. To end this disunity the synodical
officials were called and meetings held. 1t seewns now that the
trouble was unforgiveness towards one another.

(B3aremba, 60th anniversary History)

As a result, one member was excomnunicated. The gongregation agaim
Qofked in‘Ch;istiég hafmo;§: but fo; yeafs the effects of this incident
were evident.

1t has been said that feelings ran so high at this time, that a
few members nailed the caurch door shut. Scue of the people who left the
congregation at this time were instrumental in forming St. Peter's
Evangelical Iutheran Church in Flmwood, five miles south, established in
1912.

Under the circumstances, Pastor Taras resigned his charge on
October 6, 1910. His final words were: "1 commend the congregation into
God's hand, Who knows His own and Who will deliver thew in His manner
from all evil. May He soon open the eyes of the blind, and bring back
those who have erred. and may God strengthen His feithful and keep them

in the true Word, so that the Lord's church remain in this place, whom

the evil foe cannot harm. Amen." (Sarenba, 60th Anniversary Higtory)

Pastor J. Ablemann then served from 1910 to 1914. During his
pastorate the second church building was erected, and not a penny of
debt was left after the dedication cerewony, October, 1912.

Pastor Carl Bast succeeded Pastor ablewann in 1914 and served until

191¢. Irs. Bust died shortly after they grrived in Hatchville. During
Pastor Bast's stay the parsonage Wurned, and the present parsonage was

guickly built. The coument is made, "It seers that Pastor G+ Bast was

toa young a man for this congregation; or, ahall we say, the congregation
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was too old for him?" (Jaremba, 60ta inniversary History) St. John's

was only 35 years old at the time, but I think it could be said that in
SOe Ways, 3t John's has been an old congregation frowm the day it was
born,

By this time, some of the other congregations in the area were
strong enough to have their own pastors., At times, St. John's had their
own pastor, at other times they shared a pastor with St. Peter's in
Eluwood or 3St. Matthew's at Cady. Since 1939, St. Jobn's and St. Matthew's
have been served by the same pastor.

An older wan, Pastor A. Bauer, served the congregation next, from

1919 to 1922. During his pastorate, a few members asked for Hnglish
preaching and catechism instruction. Since Pastor Bauer could not provide
them with English preaching, he resigned.

In the centennial hooklet, it is interesting how many tines the
language question is mentioned under “Milestones in St. John's Histery."
In 1922 Hnglish services were introduced and held every other Sunday. In
1929 the confirmation class was first conducted in English. By 1935 all
minutes and records were written in English. In 1944 it was decided to
hold Gernan services only onge a months In 1954 it was decided to hold
German services only four times a year, and at the end of that year, German
services were discontinued.

Pastor Q. Netzke served at Hatchiville from 1922 to 1930 and intro-

duced the English services. Paastor dugust W. Sarenba succeeded Pastor

Netzke, and served from 1930 to 1949. He seems to have learned to

secret3 to surviving in Hatchville. During his pastoirate a sun porch was
added to the parsonage, a double garage was built, electricity was installed
in the church and parsonage, a two-manuel reed organ was purchased, and

the church was repainted. Sone of these events nay seen rather insig-
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nificant, but not in Hatchville.

Pastor @il G. Fritz, a retired pastor fron IHnnanuel, Tairfax,

Minnesota, and also father-in-law of the council president, served a

short vacancy until Pastor Karl Nolting was installed in lay, 1

e

SEy Iz

He served until l9&5,'in,which year he conducted the last German service.
During hig tine there, the church interior was redecorated. Pastor
Nolting, an oldsr pastor, was renembered as being a persistent nissionary,
making sSunday afternoon visits or sending written rendnders to people

wha were nissing in the services. He confirmed large classes of 20 or

wmore adults both at St. John's and St. Matthew's. Pastor Henry Ellwein

served the congregation next, frow 1954 to 1960; follewing this, Ste
John's experienced a two-year vacansy.

Pastor Roger Uitti frowm Plun. City served as vacancy pastor for a
time. While in Plum Cify, Pagtor Uitti led that congregation te leave
the Wisconsin Synod and join the Missouri Synod. To the credit of the
5t. John's menbers, when he cowmmented in Bible class that certaln portions
of 3cripture were not actual fact, bubt wyth or ewmbellishuent, he was
promptly discharged as vacancy pasiora.

Pastor Chester Zuleger was ordained and installed July 15, 1962,

and served uwatil april, 1973. During his pastorate the church burned and

the present building was constructed. ZXastor Ruddatt, fraw St. Peter's

in Elwwweod, served as vacancy pastor from april through June, aund
sewinary students conducted the Junday services.

Pagtor John Willita, the present pastor, was ordained and installed

an July 1, 1973. Before graduating frow college, he had spent ten yeurs
farning niwself, which no doubt gave him insights to surviving in an area
like Hatcaville. DBesides serving 3t. John's and 3t. hatthew's at Cady,

Pagtor Willitz alao served an eight-year vacancy at Ste. Peter's, Elnwood,
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frow 1973 to 1661, There was a shortage of pastors in those years, and
there was an even greater shortage of woney to support a pastor in the
Eluwood congregatvion. Building projecta during Paatér willitz's pastorate
have included an addition to the parsonage, and rencvation of the fellow-
ahip area inthe churche.

3t. John's has not given many to the full-time work of the church,
two pastors and six teachers, the majority of them being pastors' children.
The trend at St. John's seems to be turning toward lengthier
pastofates, which generally adds stability to a congregation. Perhaps =
our pastors are hetter learning how to survive, or perhaps Hatchville is
heconing an. easier place in which to survive.

Iil. Acts of God That Contribute to Survival

The intense desire of St. Jobn's mewbera to survive is, indeed,
important, as is the leadership and many contributions of her pastors, but
the wost important factor in St. Joln's history has heen the guiding hand
of the Lord. His all-loving care has become evident on a nuwber of
eccasionsg. Several times apparent calawities have struck St. John's,
and one might have wondered, "Where is the lord?" But upon later investi-
gation, one can see the hand of a loving God graciously nurturing his
congregation.

It 1s the providence of God that gave those first settlers the
strength and ability to establish a congregation and build a church, and
it is the providence of God that has continued to enable the newbers to
sustain St. Joim's congregation. as has been mentioned earlier, the Lord
has not blessed 5t. Join's with exceptional earthly wealth. Especially
during the Depression, times were tough.

During the thirties, in order to provide neededsupport for the

church, it was decided to levy an assessment on each family,

according to the nunber of children. The results were predictable.

One family with many children said they were tog poor to pay. |
another fawily offered to pay their assessmeut for them, or until
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they could repay, but tnis would not be asgcepted, and their children
were sent instead to Jt. Peter's in Zluwood for instruction. This
wes the reason given for sowe other fanilies joining other area
churches. This eveat left its mark on the congregaticn. To this
dayj, thae ideua of meking pledges or usking other newnbers to nake
pledges is vigorously resisted. It nust be sald that on numerous
occasions for both home purposes and for wnissions, a willingmess
to give has been displayed by many mewnbers, at tinmes beyond the
expectabbons of the leaders of the church. The offering for the
three-year Reaching Qut offecing ('82-'85), besides the regular
mission offering, was over $23,000.C0,

(Willitz, Notes)

For a auwber of years during the forties, St. John's made the highest
general offering in the entire district per communicant memwber. (Saremba,

80th anniversary History) Despite many other shorteomings in the area

of stewardship, St. John's certainly has reason to thank God for enabling
thew to serve him to such an extent.

St. John's church and parsonage stand on a hill, a bit closer to
heaven, but with that goes the risk of fire from heaven. In 191k, the
first parsonage burned, the fire probably being caused by lightuing
The present parsonage was quickly built, but that, too, hus been struck
nuwerous times by lighming.. 1 am happy to resort thaet in September of
1986, lightning rods were installed oa the church and the parsonage .

Fire from heaven struck the church on May 15, 1968, a date well
remembered and describved as "a sad day for 3t. Jolm's.® The steeple
was hit, and the church started burning frow the top down. The menbers
of the immediste area gathered, but with the limited fire-fighting
equipcent of near-by towns, about all they could do was stand and watch
their church burn to the ground. On June 1C, the decision was made to
build a new church, and on Haster Sunday, april 6, 1969, services we.e
held in the present building. Until the building was conipleted, servises
were held at 3t. Fatthew's, Cadys

With thres srall churches as close together as 3t. John's, 3t.
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lMatthew's, and 3t. Peter's, +the question has occurred more than once,
"How can these three congregations be combined into two congregations,
each capable of supporting its own pastor, or even one large congregation?"
Of course, when the church in the widdle burned, these questions surfaced.

When F. Kogler, pastor of St. Peter's, heard that a planning meeting
was scheduled at St. John's, he contacted the area circuit pastor,
P, Kurth froo Stillwater, hinn,, to attend that neeting to help

5%. John's congregation to disband, half joining St. Matthew's, and
half joing St. Peter'a. When he arrived at the meeting and offered
his assistance, everyone was surprised. He was promptly informed,
"This meeting was called to decide on an architect and a contractor.

There's no thought of disbanding. Who asked you to come?!

Pastor Kurth commented later, "I never felt so foelish in my life.,
If I had known why that meeting was called, 1 would never have gone

at all.”
(Willitz, Notes)

While théfire seemed to be a calamity, in the end it served to
strengthen. 3t. John's. The members pulled together and learned that,
committed to a need the Lord had made obvious, they are capable of
greater things than they had previously realized. after the church was
rebuilt, the comment was heard a number of times, "Before the church
burned it had beun debated many times whether to install indoor bathroows,
and it was always decided that the congregation couldn't handle it
financially. When the churca burned to tne ground, there stood the two
outdoor toilets, as if fthe Lord was telling us sonething." after the
mortgage was burned in 1974, tne rewark was made, "We didn't even think
we could install indoor bathrooms,‘but the Lord made us able to huild a
new church and indoor bathrooma, and be clear of debt."

One thing lacking after the conatruction of the new church was the
bell. 1n years past, the bell from the former church building's steeple
was heard on Saturday evening, proclaiming the condng Sabbath; on Sunday,

ons hour before the service, at the beginning of the service, and during



15
the Lord's Praysr. The Dbell also announced the death of a loved one,
tolling the age of the departed one. and it sounded at nidanight on bew
Year's Rve to ring out the old and ring in the New Year. 3ince 1569,
services vere opened to a tape recording of the Humanuel BHvangelical
Iutheran Church bells from the Town of Wellington, Fairfax, Minnesota.

On August 29, 1985, the dong-awaited bell tower was erected, and the
dedication was neld on Sunday, September 15. A bell that had belonged to
a. former area school house was donated by a friend of the congregation.
On October 6, 1985, St. John's centeénnial celebration, the ringing of the
bell brought special joy, as it anncunced the proclamation of God's Word
for 100 years in Hatechville. 4nd the fellowship meal that followed,
wherekthere was no lack of food, marked the fellowship of $t. Johu's
congregation under God.

What the future holds for 3t. John's, only time will tell. But
*such grace in‘the past certainly speaks a future of hope." (Rejoice!,
centennial booklet) The members of Ste. John's rejoice in the blessings,
the heritage that God has given them, and I aw proud that Hatchville is
part of my heritage, The secret to survival is found in Psalm 127:1,
"Except the lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it;

except the Lord keep the city, the watchman worketh but in vain.t
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